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During the last few years various highly interesting 
publications have revealed to the world many of the 
most hidden secrets of diplomacy. The historian is forced 
to collect these testimonies, and to extract from them their 
teachings; although conscience, as well as State reasons, 
cannot but condemn these much-to-be regretted revela- 
tions, which compromise, in so striking a degree, every 
principle of authority, and every law of international 
relationship. 

The Author is therefore anxious to make known that, 
although he has given up his poUtical career since 1873, 
he still considers himself bound by the obligations laid 
upon him by professional secrecy, and by the elementary 
rules of State service. 

None of the documents or despatches quoted in this 
work possess the doubtful merit of being unpublished; 
all are public property, and the minute information which 
is given as to their various origins and dates, renders it 
easy for them to be found in the works and Parliamentary 
papers indicated. 
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2 THE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

the Gortchakofe that they are the descendants of the 
Eouriks. More particularly, however, they trace their 
origin from one of the sons of Michael, grand-duke 
of Tchemigof, put to death towards the middle of 
the thirteenth century by the Mongolians of Batou- 
Khan, and since proclaimed a martyr to the faith, and 
even canonised as a saint of the orthodox Church. 

The name of Grortchakof, however, is seldom met 
with in the sombre and stirring annals of old Russia. 
In the period which precedes the accession of the 
Romanofs we meet with a Peter Ivanovitch Gortchakof, 
an unfortunate commander of Smolensk, who, after 
an energetic and desperate resistance which lasted for 
two years, finally gave up this celebrated stronghold 
to the Poles. He was taken to Warsaw, where, in 
1611, in company with the Czar Vassili, the two 
princes Schouyski, Sehine, and a number of powerful 
boyards, he was forced to take part in the celebrated 
** procession of captives" which the great constable 
Zolkiewski offered one day — Iwnorijicentissimey says 
the historian of the times — to the king, and ako to 
the senate of the most serene republic. It is only in 
the second half of the last century, during the reign 
of Catherine II., that a Prince Ivan Gortchakof suc- 
ceeded, chiefly owing to his marriage with a daughter 
of the wealthy and powerful Souvorof, in re-esta- 
blishing the splendour of his ancient house, which 
since then has never ceased to distinguish itself in 
various branches of state service, and especially' in 
the career of arms. The France of to-day retains 
the memory of two princes Gortchakof, two old 
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soldiers of the Borodino, who added to the glory of 
their names during the war in the East. The one 
commanded the left wing of the Russian troops 
during the battles of Alma and Inkermann ; the other. 
Prince Michael, was commander-in-chief of the Czar's 
forces in the Crimea, and joined his name for all time 
to the heroic defence of SebastopoL He afterwards 
assumed the government of Poland, as the emperor's 
Ueutenant, and became thus — ^striking example of the 
vicissitudes of history — the supreme representative of 
a severe foreign rule in that same town of Warsaw 
where, centuries before, one of his ancestors had 
figured in a procession of captives. However, if this 
coincidence ever presented itself to the mind of Prince 
Michael, he only drew from it a moral worthy of 
lus mind, for he governed the conquered country with 
moderation and benevolence, leaving behind him the 
reputation of being as upright in civil administration 
as he was courageous in war. 

The cousin of Prince Michael and present Chan- 
cellor of the Empire, Alexander Mikha'ilovitch Gort- 
chakof, was bom in 1798, and was educated at the 
Lyceum of Tsarskoe-Selo, which occupies a place 
of distinction in the scholastic history of Eussia. 
Founded by the Government as a model house of 
education for the youthful aristocracy of Eussia, the 
Lyceum shone with great brilliancy during the reign 
of Alexander L, although a EoUin or a Pestalozzi 
might have raised more than one objection to a 
college whose pupils were brought up only to adorn 
the higher circles, and which esteemed the weightier 

1) 2 



4 THE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

classical studies too heavy a burden with which to 
soar into the ethereal spheres of pleasure and elegance. 
Nearly all the professors of the establishment were 
foreigners, men bearing the stamp of the eighteenth 
century — freethinking, frivolous, and Voltairian. The 
most eminent among them, the professor of French 
literature — ^he who initiated the future chancellor 
into the language of Voltaire, of whose beauties and 
subtleties he is now so competent a master — was a 
Swiss of Neuchdtel, who, under the inoflFensive name 
of De Boudry, concealed another of a far more ter- 
rible sound M. de Boudjy was no other than the 
brother of Marat, the infamous conventionalist* It 
was the Empress Catherine who, in order "to put 
an end to "scandal," compelled Professor Marat to 
change his name, without, however, being able to make 
him change his opinions, which remained " Jacobin " 
to the very end. He died impenitent, proclaiming 
with his last breath his deep admiration for the basely- 
maligned " friend of the people." From this doubtful 
style of education the young Gortchakof drew a 
generous and healthy sustenance. He left Tsarskoe- 
Selo rich in solid and varied acquirements, and, more 
extraordinary still, he left it a good Latin scholar, 
which last point has always been a source of astonish- 
ment to his fellow-students as well as to succeed- 
ing generations. It is nevertheless certain that the 
chancellor can quote Horace with all the d propos 
of the late King Louis XVIII. of sainted memory ; 
one of his most celebrated despatches contains an 

• Acs der Petenbarger Gecollichaft, t. ii., p. 156. 
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eloquent passage, in which he quotes from Suetonius 
the distinction to be established between liberty and 
anarchy. 

Next to his classical acquirements, the youthful 
memory dearest to the chancellor is the fact of his 
having been the co-disciple, and that he has remained 
the steadfast friend, of Pouchkine, the great national 
poet — ^memories that are all the more creditable to 
him, as, at times, this intimacy must have proved 
most embarrassing. When, in consequence of some ob- 
noxious ode, the young author of " Rouslan et Loud- 
mila " was exiled by the Emperor Alexander I. to an 
obscure village in the depths of Russia, two only, 
from among his former Lyceum comrades, had the 
courage to visit him and offer him their sympathy, 
and one of those intrepid youths was Prince Gort- 
chakof. There are to be found among tlie works of 
Pouchkine a few couplets written in a style of gaiety 
and raillery, the interest of which is centred in the 
name of Alexander Mikhailovitch, to whom they are 
addressed. In one of these juvenile pieces, Pouchkine 
desires that " Love should accompany his friend to the 
shores of the Styx, and that he should fall asleep on 
the bosom of Helen even in the boat of Charon . . . ; " 
indiscreet good wishes of a kind to have offered ample 
food for scandal, had not the chancellor been wise 
enough to keep his old age free from all seductive de- 
ceptions and avoid even the appearance of a northern 
Ruy Gomez. 

The poet 8 inspirations are more fortunate at a 
later period, when, in speaking of the difference in 
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their vocations, he foretells the splendid destinies of 
Alexandet Mikhjulovitch, and calls him "Fortune's 
favoured son." 

Fortune, however, was somewhat slow to recog- 
nise her child, and to award him the portion he 
merited. Entering, at an early age, the Office of 
Foreign Affairs, and becoming attached to the suite of 
M. de Nesselrode from the time of the Laybach and 
Verona congresses, Prince Gortchakof had already 
long passed that which Dante caUs the " mezzo del 
cammin di vita,'' and at the age of fifty was only 
minister plenipotentiary at a small court in Germany. 
A fortunate event brought him at last imder the 
benevolent notice of his master, and rescued him 
from that diplomatic limbo, those regions " free from 
tears but filled with sighs," which in diplomatic 
parlance are termed secondary appointments. 

In a moment of paternal weakness the Emperor 
Nicholas had consented to the marriage of his daughter 
the Grand Duchess Maria with the Duke of Leuchten- 
berg — son of Beauhamais, and catholic officer in the 
service of the King of Bavaria — as it was mournfully 
whispered in the private circles of the Winter Palace. 

Nicholas was not the man to retract his given 
word, but none the less did he feel the sting of what 
his surroundings termed a misalliance, and the 
bitterness of his feelings increased when all the 
foreign members of the imperial family absented them- 
selves from the brilliant fHes which preceded and 
followed the nuptial ceremonies. As ill-luck would 
have it, soon afterwards a cousin of the newly-made 
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imperial son-in-law, a daughter of the ex-King Jerome, 
espoused a Russian whose wealth sprang from com- 
mercial sources — a prince in the valley of the Amo, 
but scarcely a gentleman on the banks of the Neva — 
a disagreeable incident, which in the eyes of the hor- 
rified courtiers placed the Autocrat of all the Russias 
in the position of relationship to one of his own 
subjects. It now became a matter of necessity to 
wipe out all these painful impressions, and, by an 
alliance whose splendour should be incontestable, be 
revenged on so many mortifications. For awhile 
flattering hopes were held out that the Grand 
Duchess Alexandra might be accepted by an arch- 
duke of Austria, but finally a prince of Hesse had 
to suffice. For the Grand Duchess Olga, the most 
beautiful and best-beloved of the emperor's daughters, 
had been chosen the heir-presumptive to the throne 
of Wurtemberg, of the ancient and illustrious house 
of Swabia, he being at that time the only available 
royal prince. 

This project was, however, not so easily carried 
out The good Swabian people had no taste for it ; 
a Russian alliance roused their fears for their constitu- 
tional liberties. What was still more serious, the old 
King William of Wurtemberg, an honest and liberal 
sovereign, but obstinate beyond belief, showed him- 
self somewhat recalcitrant, and seemed to delight in 
proposing every dilatory objection he could think of. 
Other objections were raised on various sides; but 
the Russian plenipotentiary at Stuttgart, the former 
fellow-pupil of Pouchkine, set them aside with con- 
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summate ability ; by dint of skill and dexterity he 
succeeded in establishing the Grand Duchess Olga 
in the royal family of Wurtembcrg. The joy of the 
Emperor Nicholas was deep and wide-spreading, 
and the Winter Palace joined in the public eulogiums 
lavished on the triumphant diplomatist. After such 
a success, Prince Gortchakof might well expect to 
be advanced in his career, to be brought a few 
steps nearer to that ambassadorship at Vienna, 
which was the supreme object of his ambition. It 
was not to be, however, and the patience he dis- 
played was admirable — like that of the Patriarch 
Jacob serving Laban, son of Nahor. To the term of 
four years which he had already served at Stuttgart, 
Alexander Mikha'ilovitch declared himself ready to add 
another term still more lengthy, if necessary ; he 
promised the empress-mother to remain any length 
of time near the Grand Duchess Olga, to be her 
guide and counsellor in a strange country among 
strangers. However barren the prospect, he did not 
despair of improving his position while sunned by 
such rays of beauty and grace, coming, as they did, 
direct from the great northern sun, and, in fact, 
he retained his post at Stuttgart for another long term 
of eight years. Tenues grandia conamur! 

But every post of observation is of use to him 
who knows how to fix his telescope and question 
the stars. The minister plenipotentiary at Stuttgart 
was the recipient of wide-spreading information, and 
found means to inform his government of many 
things which occurred far beyond the narrow limita 
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of the little kingdom of Wurtemberg. Then came 
the year 1848, with its terrible catastrophes, with 
its revolutionary shocks, adding to the experience 
of the most experienced, lighting up with sudden 
brilliancy the hitherto unknown depths of human 
nature, and, to use Milton's language, making the 
nethermost darkness light. 

Such a lesson in history-did not pass without leaving 
its impressions on the former pupil of Tsarskoe-Selo, as 
can well be imagined. Saloons and cabinets had long 
ago confided all their secrets to him ; now he became 
the recipient of those of the forums and the byways. 

The close vicinity of Frankfort, seat of the cele- 
l)rat<?d pai'liament, permitted him to study from life, and 
in all its extent, the agitation prevailing in Germany at 
this memorable time. He noted, in advance, its various 
phases — at fiurst simple, then burlesque and odious — 
and predicted, at an early hour, the inevitable mis- 
carriage of a revolution whose vanquished floods were 
yet, however, to scatter their impotent foams over 
the usually tranquil streets of Stuttgart. 

It was the month of April, 1849. Anticipating by 
twenty years the foimidable work of 1870, the Parlia- 
ment of Frankfort had just constituted a German 
empire, to the exclusion of Austria, offering the crown 
to the King of Prussia, Frederick William IV. The king 
hesitated and finally refused it, and the other German 
princes were stiU less anxious to accept a decree which 
implied their abdication. But this did not meet the 
views of the German demagogues. Seized with a 
sadden enthusiasm for a constitution which the day 
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before they had denounced as reactionary and inimical 
to the liberties of the people, they tried by force to 
impose on the various sovereigns of Germany the 
vassalage of Prussia as decreed at Frankfort. 

In Wurtemberg the Chamber of Deputies voted an 
address of a pressing and imperious nature, with 
the object of extorting from the king the recognition 
of the Emperor Frederick William. IV. The monarch 
replied by a refusal. Kioting took place in the public 
square, and the court had to take refuge at Ludwigs- 
burg from the frenzy of a delirious capital. 

'* I will not submit myself to the house of Hohen- 
zoUem," said the old King William of Wurtemberg to 
the deputation from the Chamber. " I owe it to my 
country not to submit ; I owe it to myself and to my 
people. But it is not for myself that I speak thus ; I 
have but a few more years to live ; it is my country, 
my house, my family that impose this duty on me." 

When an agitated witness of these stormy scenes, 
and of the pathetic appeals of the father-in-law of 
Olga for " the house, the family of Wurtemberg," 
Alexander Mikhailovitch little thought that one day, 
as chancellor of the Russian Empire, he would become 
the most useful auxiliary, the most faithful support 
of an audacious and enterprising policy that would 
realise in every respect that riotous programme of 
Stuttgart, and make Queen Olga a vassal of the 
HohenzoUcms. This was, however, but the stormy 
prologue of a drama still hidden in the future ; and 
the year 1850 even hoped it had seen the last traces 
of an agitation which had only astonished Europe, 
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instead of enlightening and warning it. Towards the 
end of the year 1850, the German Confederation was 
re-established on the terms of the old compact of 
Vienna ; the Bundestag was about to resume its peace- 
ful deliberations, and Prince Grortchakof naturally 
found himself appointed representative of the Russian 
Court at the Diet of Frankfort. ^, From that time 
Alexander Mikhailovitch occupied a marked place 
in that great centre of political affairs, where the 
personal merits of the minister borrowed an ad- 
ditional brilliancy from the extraordinary prestige 
which late events had created for his august master. 

Russian influence, at all times very considerable 
at the courts of Grermany, had grown prodigiously ; 
and, it will be recollected, had reached its height in 
consequence of the whirlwind of February. Standing 
alone as the only country untouched by the revolu- 
tionary storms which had devastated nearly all the 
other continental States, the empire of the Czars 
appeared then as the solid bulwark of every principle 
of order and conservatism. 

" Humble yourselves, nations : God is with us !" 
the Emperor Nicholas had exclaimed in a celebrated 
proclamation; and without being too much dazzled 
by a language that in some sort made God the accom- 
plice of a gigantic human vanity, monarchical Europe 
had but acclamations for a prince w^ho, in truth, was 
working with a remarkable disinterestedness to re- 
establish legitimate authority and to maintain the 
world's equilibrium. 

It is but just to recollect that during those tur- 
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bulent years 1848-50, the Autocrat of the North 
made use of his influence as of his sword, but to 
consolidate tottering thrones, and enforce respect for 
treaties. He efiectively protected Denmark, towards 
which the rapacious hand of Germany was already 
pointing, and was the most energetic in calling 
together a council of the Powers that ended by 
tearing from the Germans their much-coveted prey. 

He interfered personally in Hungary, and sent 
his troops to crush a formidable insurrection which had 
shaken to its very foundations the ancient empire of 
the Hapsburgs, already mined by internal troubles and 
an aggressive war waged against it on two occasions 
by the kingdom of Piedmont. Already but little in- 
clined by his principles and his interests to favour 
that united Germany,"*^ '* whose first wish was for an 
unjust extension of ten-itory, and whose first cry was 
a cry of war," he employed all his influence to bring 
about the re-establishment, pure and simple, of the 
German Confederation on the basis it occupied before 
1848. 

The ties of family and of friendship which united 
him to the Court of Berlin, were never powerful 
enough to make him abandon for a single instant 
the cause of the minor sovereigns and of the inde- 
pendence of their states ; and in spite of the sincere 
affection he felt for "his brother-in-law the poet," 
he spared King Frederick William IV. of Prussia 
neither the evacuation of the Duchies nor the irksome 

* Expressions contained in the Bossian circnlar of Juljr 6th, 1848, from 
Count Nessohrode to his agents in Germany. 
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conditions of Olmutz. Defender of European rights 
on the Oder and the Main, of monarchical rights on 
the Theiss and the Danube, peacemaker in Germany, 
and, so to say, chief justice of Europe, Nicholas 
possessed at that period of history a grandeur and 
a prestige well merited on the whole, and that 
increased the influence of the agents who were 
charged to represent abroad a policy whose perfect 
uprightness and immovable firmness none dared 
contest. 

In accrediting Prince Gortchakof to the German 
Confederation, the Emperor Nicholas, in an autograph 
letter dated the 11th November, 1850, recognised in 
the reunion of the Frankfort Diet " a pledge of the 
maintenance of general peace," and characterised thus, 
by a stroke at once profound and judicious, the 
honourable and liberal mission awaiting this Diet in 
the order of things created by the treaties of 1815. 
However legitimate may have been the objections of 
Uberal Germans to the internal politics of the Bund 
and its antagonistic attitude with regard to the de- 
velopment of a constitutional regime, one cannot 
deny that from an European point of view, and 
with regard to the equilibrium and the universal 
peace of the world, it was a marvellous conception, 
well calculated to ensure the independence of States, 
and prevent all great perturbation in the Christian 
community. 

Chimerical and mercantile spirits of the time, 
leaders of the Manchester school, and writers rich 
in at least "one idea a day," had just persuaded 
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themselves that now the moment had arrived to 
declare "war against war," to insist on universal 
disarming, on the abolition of military slavery ; and 
they assembled for this object noisy peace congresses 
at different points of the globe. They had even one 
day the simplicity to assemble one at Frankfort, not 
suspecting that at their side, and precisely in this 
Bundestag of modest appearance, had existed for 
some time past a genuine and permanent peace con- 
gress — a congress that strove to do good within the 
limits of possibility, and that had, moreover, the great 
advantage of not appearing ridiculous. Placed as it 
is in the very centre of Europe, separating by its 
massive and immobile bulk the great military forces 
which border, so to say, .our old continent, its power 
forcibly neutralised and placed almost in the position 
of arbitrator on those vast plains where once the 
destinies of empires were decided, the German Con- 
federation formed a body of States sufficiently coherent 
and compact to repulse all shocks from outside, but 
not sufficiently so to become aggressive itself, and 
menace the security of its neighbours. 

Many years later, when a minister holding in his 
hands the reins of the empire, Prince Gortchakof was 
yet in a celebrated circular to render homage to the 
salutary combination of the Bund — " a combination 
purely and exclusively defensive," which permitted the 
localisation of an inevitable war, instead of general- 
ising it, and giving a character and proportions to the 
contest which sometimes outrun all human foresight. 
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and which in every case accumulate ruins and shed 
torrents of blood," ^* 

In truth, if, during the long half-century which sepa- 
rates the congress of Vienna from the unfortunate battle 
of Sadowa, the frontiers of the diflferent States have 
altered so little in spite of the great changes which have 
taken place in their interior politics ; if the revolution 
of July, the campaign of Belgium, and even the wars of 
the Crimea and of Italy have been able to take place 
without notably disturbing the equilibrium of the 
nations, or injuring them in their independence, we 
have to thank this misjudged Bundestag, which, by its 
very existence, and by the wheels within wheels of its 
complicated machinery, prevented each conflict in its 
turn from becoming at once a general conflagration. 
It is much to be doubted whether the cause of 
humanity and civilisation, or the cause which the 
Russian chancellor represents more especially with 
such facility and splendour, have gained by seeing 
this ancient " combination" replaced in our days by 
another, much more simple, it is true, but perhaps 
much less reassuring. At the same time that he was 
performing the duties of his mission to the German 
Confederation, Alexander Mikhailovitch continued 
to occupy the post of minister plenipotentiary at 
Stuttgart. He made it a point of honour to fulfil to 
the end his mission of confidence and friendship to 
the Grand Duchess Olga, and divided his time between 
the free town on the Main, the scat of the Bund, and 

• BoMian circular of M&j 27th, 1859, d propoa of tho Italian war. 
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the little capital on the banks of the Neckar, where he 
always met with a warm and amiable reception. 

At Frankfort, he was especially fond of the society 
of his Prussian colleague, a young lieutenant of 
Landwehr, and a perfect novice in the career of 
diplomacy, but for whom waited a prodigious future. 
There also had settled for many years a great Russian 
celebrity, a poet who was at the same time an in- 
fluential courtier, and who could not fail to be sought 
after by a diplomatist fond of literature and a former 
co-disciple of Pouchkine. 

The good and gentle Vassili Joukofeki had cer- 
tainly none of the genius of Pouchkine, nor had he 
his independence and vigour of character. A clever 
versifier and ingenious translator rather than a creator 
or an originator, of a nature somewhat soft and con- 
templative, the author of ** Ondine," once so re- 
nowned, had at an early date made his peace with 
that official society which the despotic will of Nicholas 
had created, and had ever since basked in the rays 
of imperial favour. Dignities and honours did not 
fail to be awarded him during his long career as 
pleasing courtier and right-thinking poet. He received 
an important and honourable mission in being selected 
to direct the education of Alexander, the heir-ap- 
parent and present emperor, and also that of his 
brother, the Grand Duke Constantine. Joukofski de- 
voted himself to this task with zeal and intelli<jence, 
and retained the affection of his young pupils to the 
end of his life — witness a correspondence which he 
maintained with them while he was at Frankfort, and 
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which has recently been published. After completing 
their education, Joukofeki took a pleasure trip through 
Germany ; and, finding in Dusseldorf a companion of 
life, who, though much younger than himself, shared 
not only his tastes, but even his charming weaknesses, 
he decided to settle down on the banks of the Main at 
Frankfort. As has happened to many of his fellow- 
countrymen, although remaining abroad and showing 
the greatest repugnance to return to his native land, 
Joukofski devoutly considered the Western countries 
miserably fallen to ruin and corrupted, and centred all 
his hopes in " Holy Russia " as the deliverer of a world 
invaded and possessed by the demon of revolution. 

The occurrences of February only served to 
strengthen these sombre visions, and to envelope 
Joukofski more and more in an unquiet state of mys- 
ticism, sometimes of an irritating nature, but more often 
inoffensive, and not without a certain feeble grace. 

The campaign of Hungary caused a momentary 
diversion to these sad thoughts, and filled him with 
joy. It was not so much the glory which covered the 
Russian army that cheered his spirit, nor even the 
triumph of the Russian sword — that sword of St. 
Michael, "smiting the foul beast;" his prayers, his 
hopes, soared far higher. He hoped — thus he Avrites to 
his imperial pupil — that the great Czar would profit by 
the power God had placed in his hands, and "solve 
a problem before which the Crusaders had recoiled ; 
that is to say, that he would drive the infidel from 
Byzantium, and deliver the Holy Land. 

Madame Joukofski, though bom a Protestant, 



18 THE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

was in unison with her melancholy spouse ; her soul 
required a " principle of authority *' which failed her 
in the Reformed Church, and which she sought, to the 
great joy of the poet, in the arms of the orthodox 
faith, without, however, finding perfect peace. 

The sahn of the Joukofskis was the arena of the 
strangest and most varied of discussions on literature, 
politics, the glorious destinies of '' Holy Russia," the 
inanity of modern civilisation, "the necessity for a fresh 
outburst of Christianity," and many other topics treat- 
ing of the invisible and "inefiable." From time to time 
appeared in their midst, like a fantastic apparition 
or spirit from another world, a genius far superior in 
its originality and power, but also far more tormented 
and ravaged, than the good court poet and preceptor of 
grand dukes. After tearing with ruthless and im- 
placable hands the veil -from ofi* the hideous sores of 
Russian society, after having presented to his nation, 
in the " Dead Souls " and the " Inspector," a frightful 
picture of its vices full of truth and life, Nicholas Gogol 
suddenly gave up all hope of civilisation, of progress, of 
liberty, and turned to adore that which he had for- 
merly despised. He esteemed nothing but barbarian 
Muscovy, saw no salvation but in despotism, believed 
himself to be in a state of " unfathomable" sin, and set 
to work to find a divine mercy that ever fled before 
him. He journeyed from St Petersburg, sometimes to 
Rome, sometimes to Jerusalem, sometimes to Paris, 
seeking everywhere rest for his tortured soul ; then 
fix)m time to time he would return to the Joukofskis, 
spending weeks together in their house, exhorting 
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them to prayer, to contrition, and to the contemplation 
of divine mysteries. Then followed endless discus- 
sions concerning the heathens of the West, on a sup- 
posed approaxjhing crusade, on the redemption of 
erring humanity by an untarnished race which had 
retained the faith. On several occasions the doctors had 
to interfere and break up an intimacy that was not free 
from periL One day Gogol was found prostrate and 
insensible from inanition before the holy images in 
whose adoration he had lost himself ! . . . We trust 
this short digression may be pardoned us; it gives an 
insight into the minds of a certain class of Kussian 
society towards the close of Nicholas's reign, and adds 
a singular trait to the tableau of causes which led to 
the Eastern war. 

It is interesting, too, to imagine Alexander Mik- 
haiflovitch in this salon of the Joukofekis, on such 
or such an evening, during some spiritual assault 
of arms with poor Gogol. The diplomatist, as deeply 
versed in literature as he was sceptical, was certainly 
well capable of recognising the lightning darts full of 
fire and life that pierced the clouds of a great but 
disordered mind, and to unravel more than one 
powerful and striking thought from among the 
strange vagaries that treated of an approaching 
ctuBade or of the deliverance of Zion. 

Yet, who could have believed it? these mystics, 
these visionaries, were possessed with correct pre- 
sentiments and read the true signs of the times ! 
While Joukofski was composing his " Commentaries 
of Holy Russia," and Gogol was mortifying him- 

C 2 
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self before his images, the Emperor Nicholas waa 
revolving in his mind the great scheme of a crusade, 
and was preparing, under the profoundest mystery, 
the mission of Prince Menschikof. . . . That 
the monarch who had contributed so much towards 
the peace of Europe and the balance of power should 
suddenly have resolved to cast such a torch of war 
into the midst of the Continent, at that time scarcely 
settled, and yet that he should have waited 
for this period of comparative calm and for the 
re-establishment of general order to announce his 
designs, instead of boldly carrying them out some 
years before during the revolutionary shocks which 
were paralysing nearly every State, when his armies 
were already in the very heart of Hungary, and 
dominating the banks of the Danube — will be for 
the impartial historian a striking proof of the good 
faith in which the Czar undertook his fatal campaign, 
of the mystic blindness which possessed his spirit at 
this moment, and of his profound conviction that his 
cause was a just one. 

Did Prince Gortchakof share his master's delusions 
to the same extent ? 

We are permitted to doubt it ; we are permitted 
to suppose that, in common with Kisselef, Meyendorf, 
Brunnow, and all the most distinguished diplomatists 
of Kussia at that time, including the chancellor of the 
empire — the old Count Nesselrode — he was aware of 
the enormous error into which a prince too proud to 
listen to objections, and who insisted on being his own 
minister of foreign affairs, waa falling. This did not, 
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however, prevent the Russian envoy to the Gennan 
Confederation from fulfilling his duties with all the 
zeal that such a critical period demanded, nor from 
exerting, in the service of his country, all his varied 
mental resources in the sphere of action that was 
reserved for him. The events which took place in that 
sphere did not fail to prove of the first importance. 

In the Bundestag were not only concentrated all 
the efforts of the secondary States of the German 
Confederation, but there also were conceived and 
ripened all the plans, preparations, projects, even to 
the slightest wishes, of the two principal powers of 
Germany, whose concurrence, Russia on the one side, 
and France and England on the other, were equally 
desirous of securing. 

Prince Gortchakof had not much reason to 
complain of the attitude things were assuming in 
Germany. The fidelity of Frederick William IV. was 
proof against everything. The Czar might rely in 
any emergency on his brother-in-law the poet, and 
Alexander Mikhailovitch had an equally faithful sup- 
porter in his colleague of Prussia, the young officer of 
landwehr. The Cabinet of Berlin, though consenting 
from time to time to unite in the representations that 
the Allies were sending to St. Petersburg, and to sign, 
m concert with them, such or such an identical, 
similar, or concordant note, showed before long that 
it w^as acting thus only to slacken their progress, and 
turn them aside from any energetic resolutions. When 
the decisive moment came it stopped short, and stood 
aside, asserting that it wished to keep its "hand 
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free " {freie hand). Even fer more sympathetic and 
more openly expressed in their feelings were the other 
members of the Bund ; they saw nothing exorbitant 
in the demands of the Czar on Turkey, and cared very 
little for the health of the " Sick Man." 

They also maintained their right to keep their 
"hand free," closed up their ranks in the famous 
conferences of Bamberg, and now and again were 
ready to draw the sword In truth, Alexander 
Mikhailovitch showed in later days, during the fatal 
year of 1866, a very short memory, very little feeling 
or distributive justice towards these poor secondary 
States, who had proved themselves so devoted, so ser- 
viceable, so unshaken in their attachment to Eussia 
during the Eastern crisis. 

While London and Paris were vehemently dis- 
cussing the celebrated despatches of Sir Hamilton 
Sejmour, and were denouncing the ambitious projects 
of Russia ; Hanover, Dresden, Munich, Stuttgai-t, and 
Cassel were equally loud in their condemnation of the 
proceedings of the Allies and their "usurpations;" and 
Berlin groaned to see Christian kingdoms espousing 
80 hotly the defence of the Crescent. One solitary 
German power — the greatest among them, it. is true 
— assumed a different attitude, and was of one mind 
with the Allies, seeming even at times inclined to 
make common cause with them. And this power was 
Austria — Austria, that but lately had been succoured 
by Russian arms ; rescued by the Czar's strong and 
generous hand at the very edge of the precipice, saved 
by him from sudden destruction 1 The astonishment,. 
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the stupefaction, the exasperation of the Emperor 
Nicholas knew no bounds ; the whole Kussian nation 
shared his sentiments, Alexander Mikhailovitch in 
common with every other Muscovite patriot. 

"The immense ingratitude of Austria" thence- 
forward became the unanimous cry, the siboleth of every 
political creed in the vast empire of the north, and has 
remained so to our day It is of im- 
portance to dwell upon this feeling which arose in 
Russia after the Eastern conflict, and to discuss its 
true basis, for this sentiment has had the most 
gigantic consequences. It has largely contributed 
towards recent events. It has dictated more than 
one extreme resolution in the Cabinet of St. Peters- 
burg, has caused it to abandon secular traditions, 
principles consecrated by the experience of genera- 
tions, which till then had seemed to be inmiovable, 
and which had become the very arcana imperii of 
the descendants of Peter the Great; and this same 
feeling has dominated, so to say, the politics of the 
successor of Nesselrode during the last twenty 
years. 

It is incontestable that Kussia had every right to 
reckon on the gratitude of Austria after the signal 
and important services she had rendered her in 1849. 
The armies which the Czar sent to^ help the tottering 
empire of the Hapsburgs contributed powerfully to stifle 
a dangerous and menacing insurrection; and if it is 
true that in order to obtain this help it was sufficient 
to remind the Czar Nicholas of a promise previously 
made, in a moment of friendly effusion, the action 
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becomes still more meritorious, and does still more 
honour to the heart of the autocrat.* 

It is undeniable that the intervention in Hungary- 
bears the stamp of a generous and chivalrous 
nature, and was in itself an undertaking that 
astonished its contemporaries and confounded the 
wisest. The most skilful statesmen of Europe, who, 
during that troubled period, had sufficient leisure 
to glance occasionally towards the Danube, Lord 
Palmerston among others, remained for a long time 
quite incredulous, and tried to guess the reward that 
must have been stipulated upon in return for such 
assistance. Was not the Czar to retain Galicia ? was 
he not to receive some positive assurance about the 
Principalities ? were questions repeatedly asked in 
Downing Street. Yet no such thing happened. 
The Russians quitted Austria as unencumbered by 

* A writer, whose position as a former Under-Secretary of State daring 
the ministry of Prince Schwarzenberg gives his statements weight, offers 
the following account of the origin of the Russian intervention in Hungary, 
tracing it back as far as the year 1833, to the celebrated interview at 
Mnnchongratz, between the Emperor Francis I. of Austria and tho Emperor 
Nicholas. During one of the confidential conversations which then took 
place, Francis spoke sadly and apprehensively of the sickly and nervous 
state of his son and presumptive heir, and begged the Czar to continue 
tho same friendship for the son which he had always entertained for 
tho father: — "Nicholas fell on his knees, and, raising his right hand 
to heaven, swore to givo the successor of Francis all and every assistance 
he might ever stand in need of. The old Emperor of Austria was deeply 
touched, and laid his hands on the head of the kneeling Czar in sign of 
benediction." This strange scene had no witnesses, but a few moments 
later both emperors related it to an ofRcer who then commanded the army 
division stationed at Munchengratz. This officer was no other than Prince 
Windischgraetz, who later on, in 1848, being appointed commander-in-chief of 
the Austrian armies at the time of the Hungarian insurrection, took upon 
himself to write to the Emperor Nicholas, reminding liim of the promise 
given at Munchengratz. The Czar replied by placing his whole army at the 
service of his Imperial and Apostolic Majesty. — (Cf. Hefter, " Greschichte 
(Esterrcichs." Prague, 1839, t. i., pp. 68, 69.) 
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any reward as they had entered it free of any 
after-thought, and the troops of Paskevitch evacu- 
ated the land of Carpathia with hands empty of 
any sign of booty. 

A young and stormy orator in the Prussian 
CSiambers bearing the then unknown name of Bis- 
marck — he who fifteen years later was to meditate 
'•'the death-blow" of Austria, and arm the legions of 
Klapka — admired at that time the brilliant conduct 
of the Czar, and expressed his patriotic regret that 
this magnanimous task should not have devolved upon 
liis own country of Prussia. It was for Prussia to 
render assistance to its elder Germanic brother — " its 
old companion-in-arms." * But we are at liberty to 
suppose that, even by a king as loyal and poetical 
as Frederick William IV., things would have been 
managed less romantically than by the barbarian of 
the North, and that a similar assistance lent by 
Prussia would have cost the House of Hapsburg 
either a portion of Silesia or a share of its influence 
on the banks of the Main. 

But are we then to imderstand that in intervening 
in Hungary the Emperor of Russia was only acting 
from the purest feeling of chivalry and platonic friend- 
ship, regardless of his personal interests and the 
welfare of his empire ? No, certainly not ; and the 
Czar was too frank to conceal his ulterior motives. 

He intervened in Hungary not only as the friend of 
the Hapsburgs, not only as the champion of the cause 

* Uttered in tho sitting of the Prussian Chamber of September 6th, lSi9. 
This speech doee not appear in the official collection of M. dc Bismarck's 
qteeches, pablished at Berlin. 
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of order against the cosmopolitan spirit of revolution^ 
but because in the ranks of the Hungarian army were 
to be found Polish generals and officers, whose aim 
it was to carry the war even into countries subject 
to the dominion of Russia. In his manifesto of the 
8th of May, 1849, Nicholas expressed himself as 
follows : " The insurrection maintained by the in- 
fluence of our Polish tinitors of 1831 has given to 
the revolt of the Magyars an impoi^ance which is 
becoming more and more menacbig. . . . His 
Majesty the Emperor of Austria invites us to take 
arms against our common foe. . . . We have 
commanded our forces to advance, to stifle revolt and 
anarchy, and to destroy those audacious rebels who 
not only disturb the peace of Austria, hiU who 
threaten that of our own provinces.^^ This language 
was clear and open, such as beseemed a sovereign 
conscious of his power and dignity. In rendering 
this service to his ally, Nicholas did not neglect the 
interest of his own country. He extinguished a 
conflagration on his neighbour's domain because it 
menaced his own, and accomplished an act of inter- 
vention simultaneously with one of self-preservation. 
Now it will be granted that every sense of justice 
dictates that gratitude should be measui-ed by the 
service rendered, and that the law of self-preservation — 
supreme law of nature — should bear with equal force 
upon the recipient as upon the giver of favours. There 
has never been a policy in the world, not even in Scrip- 
ture, which has counselled voluntary slavery, and there 
is no law, however sublime one may choose to deem 
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it, which places suicide among the duties of gratitude. 
Well, it was nothing less than complete slavery — com- 
plete abnegation of its position as a great European 
state, that Kussia demanded of Austria in proposing 
that it should subscribe to its pretensions in the East. 
In geographical position, in spirit of race, in 
religious feeling, Russia, in its intended enterprises, 
would have struck a death-blow at the empire of Haps- 
buig, if that empire had allowed them to triumph. 

A Danubian power herself, Austria had to take 
care that the Lower Danube remained neutral, lest 
it should fall into the hands of a powerful neighbour, 
who would thus become master of this great river. 

A Slavonic power in her Eastern provinces, she 
had to guard against coming into immediate contact 
with an empire that was traditionally Pan-Slavonic, 
and could not wish to sec it implanted in the 
Principalities, in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Lastly, as a Catholic power, it was forbidden her 
to recognise the influence and the protectorate which 
the Czar claimed over the Christians of the Greek 
ritual, whom she counted by several millions among 
her subjects. 

" My conduct with regard to the Eastern question 
IB inscribed on the map," said, at Vienna, Count Buol, 
the Austrian minister, to his brother-in-law, M. de 
Meyendorf, the Russian ambassador; and he added 
that it was equally inscribed in history. " I have 
introduced no innovation, I have only continued the 
policy bequeathed to me by M. de Mettemich." And 
in truth, in former years, during the Greek insurrection 
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and the war of 1828, the great chancellor of the Court 
and of the Empire had upheld the principle of 
Ottoman independence with a steadfastness nothing 
could shake ; had upheld it during eight years, bear- 
ing the brunt of the storm, discouraged neither by 
the unpopularity of the Turkish cause, nor by the 
desertion of France. 

How then could the Russians expect that Austria 
would now desert a principle of such vital importance 
to li(T, and at the very moment when she was about to 
triumi)h over the indifference of the West, and reckon 
England and France among her warmest champions ? 

Divided — whatever may have been said to the 
contrary — between the keenest feelings of gratitude 
and a great political necessity, the Austrian Govern- 
ment certainly gave to the cause of gratitude what it 
ow(ul. It overwhelmed the Emperor Nicholas with 
warnings, with prayers, with offers of service, with 
attempts at mediation. Austria forgave Russia more 
than one want of respect, more than one burst of ill- 
humour ; forgave it even the light tone in which her 
Government was spoken of in the despatches to Sir 
Hamilton Seymour; the manner in which a certain 
autograph letter of the Emperor Francis Joseph was 
received at St. Petersburg ; the scornful, almost pro- 
voking attitude of Count Orlof during his mission at 
Vienna. She was unceasing in her endeavours to calm 
tlie irritation of the Allies, to modify and attenuate 
their programme, to make the most of any conciliatory 
disposition on the part of the Czar, and to the end 
hoped against hope. All that Austria pleaded for 
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was a return to the statu quo, repudiating any idea of 
humiliating or circumscribing Russia ; she only de- 
manded the liberty of the Danube, the renunciation 
of the protectorate ; and refused to join the Allies 
in their demands concerning the Black Sea. Un- 
fortunately, but, as it happens only too often to 
those who wish to act justly and equitably by two 
antagonists, the Austrian Grovemment succeeded in 
offending both France and England, and at the same 
time exasperated the Russians. In the summer of 
1854, when Prince Gortchakof was exchanging his 
post of ambassador to France for that of Vienna, a 
celebrated political writer, Eugene Forcade, who was 
then, so to say, the mouthpiece of the generous im- 
pulses of the West, almost despaired of Austria, and 
exclaimed bitterly that over there, at the Burg, the 
Russian alliance was held in as sacred a light as a 
religion, as fixed as a law, as popular as a fiishion ! 
In the spring of the following year, the Cabinets of 
Paris and London rejected, as too favourable to Russia, 
a fresh project of arrangements presented by Count 
Buol, and the French Government took this oppor- 
tunity to reproach Austria, in the Moniteur, for 
offering " an expedient rather than a solution." 

The solution the Emperor Francis Joseph certainly 
held in his hand, and it only depended on him to 
make it as radical and as decisive as the direst enemies 
of Russia could have wished. 

Why should we not confess it ? When we con- 
sider the bitter fruit gathered by Austria as the 
harvest of her honest endeavours, during the Eastern 
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crisis, when we recognise the implacable hatred and 
the cruel disasters her attitude at the time has since 
drawn down upon her, we find ourselves regretting 
that the Cabinet of Vienna was so scrupulous during 
that memorable epoch ; we find ourselves reproaching 
it for not having shown that selfishness of heart which 
now, alas ! is becoming every day more necessary — 
more indispensable to the independence of states. 
Had Austria been a little less grateful and a little 
more politic during the war with Turkey, she would 
have entered the fray side by side with France and 
England, and instead of keeping the Allies prowling 
for years round the confines of Russia in the Baltic 
and Black Seas, would have opened for them the 
gates of Poland and gone in with them. Instead 
of "tickling the feet of the Colossus or cutting one 
of his nails," as was later remarked by Russian 
writers, a death-blow would have been dealt him 
such as the great hermit of Varzin knows so well 
how to devise and how to strike. 

It was certainly not in the Cabinet of the 
Tuilcries that any objections would have been en- 
countered, for M. Drouyn de Lhuys, in his despatch 
of March 26th, 1855, boldly proposes the Polish ques- 
tion ; nor, certes, would the Cabinet of St. James have 
raised any serious objections. 

As to the probable result of such an enterprise, it 
suflSces us to remember that Russia had come to an 
end of her resources ; that Prussia had not yet re- 
formed her military organisation — ^was not yet in 
possession of her "instnmient;" and, lastly, that on 
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the Hohenzollem throne sat Frederick the Romantic, 
and not William the Conqueror. 

The human spirit quails as it contemplates the 
awful results that must have ensued upon such a 
decision on the part of Francis Joseph ! The face 
of the globe would have been changed ; Austria would 
have known no Sadowa in 1866, Europe would have 
never seen the dismemberment of Denmark, the 
destruction of the Bund, nor the conquest of Alsace 
and Lorraine. 

It was, we have already said, in the summer of 
1854 that Prince Gortchakof was made envoy to the 
Court of Vienna. He replaced, at first provisionally, 
but definitely in the following summer, the Baron de 
Meyendorf, to whom the post had become very painful 
on account of his near relationship to the Minister for 
Foreign Afiairs in Austria. Alexander Mikhaflovitch 
held at last the office to which he had so long aspired, 
and which, during the reign of Nicholas, was, in 
common with the same office in London, held to be 
the greatest prize — the marshal's hdton — in the diplo- 
matic career of Russia ; but his honours were now 
steeped in bitterness, for what patriotic sufferings 
were now joined to a distinction once ardently 
desired, but now accepted through love of king and 
country 1 

On the ground once so smiling and pleasant the 
envoy of the Czar would now see nothing but weeds 
and thorns ; in a capital renowned for its wild and 
frivolous gaiety, he received nothing but the most 
disastrous, heartrending news ; finally, ^Hhat Austrian 
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ingratitude " which he had only heard of and com- 
bated from afar at Frankfort, he had now to see 
face to face and meet with a smile .... There 
is a greater sorrow than the ricordarsi tempi felid 
nella miseria, and it is to wake from dreams of happi- 
ness to a reality of misery; and one can easily imagine 
what a store of bitterness that sojourn at Vienna must 
have accumulated in the heart of the Kussian patriot* 

It would be superfluous to mention the activity 
displayed by the Czar's new envoy during this painful 
mission, the infinite variety of resources which he cm- 
ployed in his country's service, notably during those 
conferences at Vienna which were held after the death 
of Nicholas, and on the accession of Alexander 11. 

Nothing could be more touching or more sublime 
than the aspect then presented by the two Gortchakofe, 
one behind the ramparts of Sebastopol, the other before 
the ministerial table at Vienna, each defending his 
country with equal tenacity, fighting with desperation 



• May wo be allowed, in rcferonco to this sabject, to relate a piquant 
scene, which has also its instructive side. At the Viennese Foreign Office 
there was, at that time, a most original being, an usher, whose singularities 
are still rememl>ercd at the Ballplatz. He bore the odd name of Kader- 
noschka, and, placed in the large hall outside the cabinet of the Minister, 
it was his duty to escort the dififercnt visitors to his chief. His style was of 
the grandest, and, having boon appointed to the post by the old Prince 
Mettemich, he loved to recall the fact of his having exercised his functions M 
far back as the time of the celebrated Congress of 1815 ! . . . One day, 
after a long interview with Prince Gortchakof, M. de Buol was surprised by 
the entrance of Kademoschka, whoso countenance was more than usually 
solemn, and by the news that he wished to lay before his Excellency infor- 
mation of great importance to the State, which turned out to be that the 
Russian envoy, after leaving the cabinet of his Excellency, had demanded 
a glass of water, had pacefl the great hall for nearly half an hour, gesticu- 
lating violently, muttering to himself, and from time to time exclaiming in 
French, " Oh ! they shall pay for this one day ; they shall pay for it ! . . . " 
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for every inch of ground, driven to the last extremity, 
but honoured to the end by their loyal and chivalrous 
adversaries. 

To-day, when an epoch of " blood and iron " has 
accustomed us to the summary proceedings — ^we had 
almost said to the executions — of Nikolsburg, Ferriferes, 
Versailles, and Frankfort, and when martial law laid 
down by helmeted diplomatists has taken the place of 
that which old-fashioned and prejudiced Europe for- 
merly called the rights of the people; we say that, 
witnessing the present order of things, we cannot 
refrain fix)m a sentiment of astonishment, almost of 
incredulity, when we glance over the protocols of 
those Viennese conferences, where all was propriety, 
pohteness, urbanity, and mutual respect — we fancy 
ourselves carried back to some far away and idyllic 
time, quite to a world of bonshommes Jadis. 

M. Drouyn de Lhuys, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in France, and Lord John Russell, then Prime Minister 
of England, did not consider it beneath their dignity 
to go in person to Vienna, in order to discuss with 
Prince Gort(;hakof the possible conditions of peace. 

Russia had lost several great battles, the allied 
fleets were blockading all its seas, and menacing 
even its capital; this, however, did not prevent the 
English and French plenipotentiaries from treating it 
with the utmost respect, and with all those attentions 
which diplomatists made use of in the good old 
times. They displayed a perfect art in the invention 
of polite terms ; striving to find the softest expres- 
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sions, terms the most acceptable to the representative 
of a vanquished power. 

The worthy Lord John Russell carried his good 
nature to such a pitch as to refer, and that in the 
presence of M. Drouyn de Lhuys, to the far harder 
and more humiliating conditions which England had 
imposed on Louis XIV. ; this was, perhaps, the only 
want of tact that could be reported during tliose con- 
ferences at Vienna ; and it was but a pleasantry from 
one ally to another. 

As to Austria, she never wearied in watching over 
the susceptibilities of Russia, and ended by presenting 
a project of arrangement that was considered inad- 
missible by the Cabinets of London and Paris, and 
that drew down upon her that reproach of the 
Moniteur Ojfficiel, of which we have already spoken. 

The negotiations were broken off, and nothing 
remained to be done but to await the issue of the 
final cncoimter that was taking place under the walla 
of SebastopoL 

The Russian plenipotentiary awaited the result^ 
enduring alike the combined anxiety of a patriot and 
a kinsman. 

The bulwarks of the Crimea fell, and Russia found 
herself in a most critical situation. She was ex- 
hausted, far more so even than Europe supposed ; and 
any prolongation of the war would undoubtedly have 
carried hostilities into Poland. At this juncture 
Austria again intervened. 

She supported the demands insisted upon by the 
Allies at the conference at Vienna ; even the clause 
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which, until then, she had rejected as too mjurious 
to Bussia — ^namely, the neutralisation of the Black 
Sea; indeed, it was almost impossible to refuse 
this satisfaction to the Allies after the fall of Sebas- 
topol. In truth, they were the mildest conditions ever 
imposed on any power after so long and sanguinary a 
war, and after such undoubted conquesta Austria 
went even farther, and sent these conditions under 
the form of an ultimatum, declaring that she would 
make common cause with the Allies if they were not 
accepted And Russia accepted. 

Here was, in truth, a service rendered to a young 
sovereign, who had inherited a disastrous war. It 
offered him, at the same time, the means of guarding 
the memory of his predecessor and the pride of his 
people; it allowed him to state that he only con- 
cluded peace in the face of this new enemy which 
had arisen by the side of the former ones, and whose 
existence his father had not suspected. 

This was the report circulated in Russia, and which 
was believed all the more readily as there was such 
satisfaction in believing it. The Russian people were 
BOOH reconciled to the conquerors of the Alma and the 
Halakof ; one power alone remained in their opinion 
responsible for every disaster — that power which, 
during the whole war, had never drawn its sword ! 
To this very hour every Russian heart beats with in- 
dignation at the thought of Austria, at the thought 
of her colossal ingratitude, her profound treachery. 
Alexander Mikhailovitch shared these bitter feelings, 
these rancorous poptdar views, and became their most 

D 2 
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energetic and outspoken advocate, giving vent to 
his sentiments on these topics in a manner that at 
times bordered on ostentation, A saying of his was 
quoted, made at Vienna, while the Congress held still 
their sittings in Paris : " Austria is not a state, she 
is only a government." This saying preceded him to 
St. Petersburg, and made his fortune there. Public 
opinion pointed him out as the future avenger of 
Russia, as the man destined to offer his nation the 
means of a terrible retaliation; and the cunning diplo- 
matist had no wish to give the lie to so favourable 
an opinion. Besides, at this Congress of Paris, certain 
tendencies, certain inclinations, were revealed, which 
opened out fresh vistas and inspired new hopes. The 
name of Italy was pronounced ; even Roumania found 
unexpected favour. 

During this singular Congress, in which the con- 
ditions of peace that France, England, and Austria 
imposed on Russia were finally decided upon, Austria 
appeared sombre and morose, England irritated and 
nervous; France and Russia alone exchanged the 
most polished amenities, the most gushing expressions 
of cordiality. The sword of Napoleon III. seemed 
transformed into the lance of Achilles, healing where 
it had wounded, wounding where it had healed. 
"There was balm in Gilead," and hope could still 
be placed in the sovereign presiding at the Tuileries 
.... The day after the Congress, in the month 
of April, 1856, the old Count Nesselrode, pleading 
his advanced age, retired, and Alexander Mikhailo- 
vitch became Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
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Gnodfather, the "Poet,** and the Great-nncle, the '' Adventnrer"— 
Otto Idward Leopold de Bismarck-Sohoenhausen — The " Grej Cloister " 
iad the " Georgia Angosta "—Disputed Question of the '' State Ezami- 
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M. de Bismarck — Failaree in the Administrative and Military Careers 
—"Tears of Storms and Torment" — Life as Country Gentleman at 
Knciphof and Bchoenhaosen — Bismarck "the Furious" — Aspirant to 
the Poet of Superintendent of Dykes — Parliamentary Dthut of M. 
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cf General de Badowitz — Prince Schwarzenberg and the Humiliation 
ef Olmiits — M. de Bismarck as Champion of Austria — Minister at 
haakfort — " His Excellency the Lieutenant " — Friendship with Prince 
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B^kmatiats of the Bond — Lassitude and Disgust — The Eastern Crisis 
~-^3raiwing Antipathy to Austria — Conmiunity of Antipathies with 
Prince Gortchakof — Ferro et i^ne— Contests with M. de Eechberg — 
•AgHatiofi and Travels — Minister Plenipotentiary at St. Petersbui'g. 

DcRWG the four years which Prince Gortchakof spent 
in Frankfort, as the representative of his Government 
with the German Confederation, he had, as we have 
tbeady' seen, formed an acquaintanceship, and, in- 
deed, was on the most intimate terms with a colleague, 
whose singular qualities, both of heart and mind, he 
peculiarly appreciated. 
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The two friends separated in the summer of 1854, 
when the Russian plenipotentiary left in order to fulfil 
his painful mission at Vienna ; but they were to meet 
again before long, and to find in each other that 
complete community of ideas and sentiments which 
they experienced during the early days at Frankfort, 
and which lasted uninterruptedly during twenty-five 
years : grande mortalis cevi spatium. 

This friend, won by Prince Gortchakof on the 
smiling banks of the Main, was no other than M. de 
Bismarck, the future Chancellor of Germany. 

Otto Edward Leopold de Bismarck-Schoenhausen 
was bom on the 1st of April, 1815, at Schoenhausen, 
the ancestral seat of his family, in the Old-Mark of 
Brandenburg, and cannot pride himself, as may his 
friend, Alexander Mikhaflovitch, on having the blood 
of saints in his veins. His biographer mentions, with 
an evident complaisance, that at least two of his 
ancestors were excommunicated by the Church, and 
died impenitently under the ban. What is still more 
serious is, that some of the best historians of the 
Mark of Brandenburg, M. de Eiedel among others, 
deny that his family springs from a noble origin ; 
they show that the first of the line of whom 
mention is made in any authentic document of the 
fourteenth century was called Rulo Bismarck, and 
also that he was "Prevost of the Guild of Master 
Clothiers " at Stendal, a small borough in the Old- 
Mark. 

The fact does not appear to admit of a doubt ; but 
might not the burghers of Stendal, in common with 
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those of certam towns of Tuscany, have obliged every 
country noble who wished to inhabit the city to in- 
scribe his name on one of their guilds ? Such is the 
opinion on the Tory side of this curious genealogical 
question ; and to give it credence one must believe 
that the good burghers of Stendal occupied in the 
fourteenth century a social status similar to that of 
the great citizens of such towns as Florence and Pisa, 
and that Rulo Bismarck was a master tailor as much 
as Dante, his contemporary, was an apothecary. The 
Whigs, on the contrary — ^those biographers whose 
standard bears the "National-Liberal" colours — take a 
different view, and one of them concludes, ingeniously, 
that however it might have been, Rulo, the ancestor, 
" must look down from heaven with pride and satis- 
faction on the splendid imperial mantle that his 
descendant has cut for King William out of the cloth 
of Europe " 

In more modem times the house of Bismarck 
presents, in common with many other noble country 
families of Brandenburg, an uninterrupted succession 
of modest and faithful servants of the state, some- 
times fulfilling military, sometimes civil duties. 

The eighteenth century offers us two specimens of 
a rather more interesting type, the grandfather and 
the great-uncle of Jthe Chancellor, the one sumamed 
"the Poet,'' the other "the Adventurer." 

The poet, we are sorry to say, composed his verses 
in French, and the best known is an "elegy or 
epitaph to the memory of Christina de Bismarck, 
bom at Schoenfeld, by Alexander de Bismarck, Berlin, 
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1774." It is to the memory of his defunct wife that the 
retired captain of cavahy has thought proper to raise 
this monument of words and bad rhymes, full of the 
sickly sentimentality of the age. 

The adventurer, Ludolf- Augustus, does more justice 
to his name. In a fit of rage he killed his servant ; 
was pardoned; entered the Eussian service; and, be- 
coming mixed up in some political intrigues in Cour- 
land, was exiled to Siberia. 

Pardoned for the second time, he entered the 
Russian diplomatic service, fulfilled several missions^ 
and, as a general officer, feU at Poltava. 

It may here be mentioned that this Ludolf was 
not the only member of his family who served under 
the Russian flag, and that, in consequence, the name 
of Bismarck had for years been well known in St 
Petersburg. His AVhig biographers make a great 
point of the fact that the mother of the youthful Otto, 
" an intelligent, ambitious, but somewhat austere 
woman," was a burgher's daughter, a Miss Menken, 
a member of a well-known family of learned scholars 
in Leipsic. 

In this manner they love to show that the restorer 
of the empire springs, on his mother's side, from the 
middle classes — from those studious and learned 
middle classes which constitute the great strength of 
Germany ; though on his father's — ^who was a retired 
captain of cavalry, as was his grandfather the poet 
— ^from the nobility. 

These abstruse Germans have, as we know, a 
weakness for symbolism, and give this name to what 
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is often a mere insignificant trifle; and thus they 
attach a certain importance to the trivial coincidence 
of the young Otto having been confirmed at Berlin by 
Schleiermacher, the celebrated doctor of divinity, 
whose science was of a far more respectable nature 
than his life, and say '* that thus, for one fleeting but 
solemn moment, the youth who was called to such an 
eminently active life was brought into contact with 
our learned theology and our romantic philosophy. 

They also do not fail to remember the name of 
"Grey Cloister" (Gixiuer-Kloster) borne by the Lyceum 
at which the future destroyer of convents pursued his 
early studies ; nor to note the French origin of one 
of its principal professors, Doctor Bonnell, a descen- 
dant of a Huguenot family which had sought refuge 
in Brandenburg after the edict of Nantes. 

After having finished his studies at the Lyceum of 
the Grey Cloister, Otto de Bismarck went to the uni- 
versity of G6ttingen,to the celebrated Georgia- Augusta, 
I^ofessedly to take his degree, but in reality to lead the 
life of those sons of the muses who have at the same 
time the good or bad fortune to be also sons of the no- 
bility, cavalieri. Here, neglecting all else, he adopted 
as his chief pursuits hunting,* riding, swimming, gym- 
nastics, and fencing. Otto de Bismarck fought more 
than twenty duels, and fully justified the proud title 
of bursche,* which clung to him for many a year, even 
viien replaced by the graver titles of ambassador and 
minister. 

One can easily imagine that, devoting so much 

* Fighting stadent. 
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time to bodily exercise, he could have little left in 
which to attend to any mental cultivation, or to 
pursue the study of law ; and even the removal from 
the noisy Greorgia- Augusta to the calmer and quieter 
academy at Berlin was found to be a remedy more 
heroic than efficacious. 

Did M. de Bismarck ever pass that " government 
examination" {Staats Examen) which in Prussia 
forms an indispensable prelude to every public career ? 
A serious question, which was freely and lengthily dis- 
cussed in Germany, and used as a weapon for twenty 
years against M. de Bismarck when chief of his party, 
when deputy, when ambassador, and when prime 
minister. It is worthy of notice and thoroughly charac- 
teristic of the formal and pedantic spirit of the nation, 
that M. de Bismarck had defied all Europe and dismem- 
bered the Danish monarchy, and still the opposition 
papers in Germany were exploding from time to time, 
like tardy fireworks, over this much discussed and pro- 
blematic question of his " government examination." 

It is only since the period of Sadowa that this 
misplaced spite has ceased : Sadowa cast a veil over 
this and over many other irregularities assuredly of a 
far more serious nature. 

This is perhaps the fittest time in which to ask 
what benefits M. de Bismarck derived from his uni- 
versity education, and to scan, if but cursorily, the 
cultivation and style of his mind. It certainly ap- 
pears that M. de Bismarck is neither a studious nor a 
scientific man, and that his liberal education presents 
more than one gap. 
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What a curious contrast is presented by the two 
chancellors, Kussian and German — ^the one educated 
in a Lyceum of more than doubtful worth, the other 
having frequented the most renowned gymnasium and 
alma mcUei* of the learned Germans ; and yet it is 
the pupil of Tsarskoe-Selo who, in point of classical 
learning and true humaniora, shines superior to the 
fortunate nursling of the Georgia- Augusta. . Still, we 
must not omit to state that M. de Bismarck quite 
fulfils, and even exceeds, the rules laid down by the 
witty and lamented St. Marc Girardin, as being 
necessary for a well-educated man of the world. " I 
do not ask," says this writer, '' that they should know 
Latin; I only ask that they should have forgotten it." 

From his university career, however, the German 
Chancellor still retains certain fragments of cultivation, 
of which he well knows how to make use at times ; 
and he possesses a very ample knowledge of his Bible, 
liis Shakespeare, his Goethe, and his Schiller, four ele- 
naents that are usually included in the most ordinary 
German education — precious and much-to-be-envied 
9^drivium of the children of Armenius ! Prince 
Gortchakof possesses all the subtleties, joined to all the 
weaknesses, of the man of letters ; the expressions he 
employs are highly finished, his sentences are modelled 
^i remodelled ; and, from the extreme beauty of his 
^Bttpoflitions, he has been sumamed the Narcissus of 
*"^ desk. In his exquisite tastes and artistic instincts 
he shows a marked superiority over his former col- 
l^^e of Frankfort ; but this latter rises to his level 
when we consider the stamp of originality which he is 
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capable of giving to his thoughts and words, when 
we note his individuality, his creative power, the 
mens agitaiis molem — that mysterious and poweifol 
something which the antique sculptors depicted 8o 
ingeniously by placing a flame on the brow of certam 
of their statues. The Chancellor of Gennany is not 
a man of letters in the strict and somewhat vulgar 
acceptatiou.of the word ; nor is he, to speak correctly,, 
either an orator or a writer. He cannot develop a 
theme, or graduate his arguments, or thoroughly 
weigh his speeches ; he cannot construct his periods, 
and does not endeavour to do so ; he is often troubled 
to find suitable expressions, in the rostrum as when 
holding the pen ; his style clashes, is often very in- 
correct, and as little academic as possible ; he is even 
confused, halting, and trivial at times. With many 
reservations we might compare his style of expression 
to that of Cromwell ; but even more than in Cromwell 
are we forced to admire the lightning-like thoughts, 
the powerful and unforeseen imagery, those words 
which strike and penetrate, and remain indelibly 
engraven. 

Lately, during an argument of a somewhat inco- 
herent and embarrassed nature, which treated of his 
conflict with Eome, he suddenly exclaimed : " Rest 
assured of one thing, gentlemen, ive shall not go to 
Canossa ! " expressing in that one sentence a kind of 
menacing cceterum censeo, and a whole world of 
memories and passions. In a very different spirit, in 
a time already long past, it is true — twenty years ago, 
perhaps — speaking one day of the principles of revolu- 
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tions and counter-revolutions, he said, meaning to 

imply that no parliamentary debate would ever decide 

between these two principles: "The decision will only 

come from God ; from the God of Battle, when He 

shall shake the iron dice of destiny from His hands." 

We fancy, in hearing such phrases, that we are 
listening to M. de Maistre ; and, similar to M. de 
Maistre, the German Chancellor has uttered a passage 
suitable for an executioner — ^we mean his invocation of 
iron and of blood ; an invocation that must be placed 
side by side with the events that produced it in order 
to extract its value from its incontestable brutality. 
The invocation was made in the days when the 
National-Liberals, now so subservient, so obedient to 
him, would have opposed his army reforms, but de- 
manded at the same time the union of Germany. 
The man, feeling in his soul the rising storms of 
Sadowa and Sedan, thundered back the defiance 
which he has since carried out but too truly. " It is 
not by speech-making that you will unite Germany ; 
to cement this imion, what is wanted is blood and 
iron!" . . . . The orator is not at his ease 
Ml the tight uniform which he never quits, and he 
generally confines himself to short sallies and freaks 



It is with effort that he piles up the clouds 
of his rhetoric — ^though in the end the lightning 
glances from them, illuminating the entire situation, 
h order to be understood he will employ the loftiest 
or the most familiar imagery, and will cite as may 
^ niost apposite Shakespeare or Goethe in the same 
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breath with " les Ghi^pes " of Alphonse Karr or some 
Vaudeville couplet 

One of these most happy, most memorable inspi- 
rations he suddenly wrested on one occasion from the 
libretto of the " Freischiitz." May we be permitted to 
call to mind this episode, even at the risk of losing' 
a little time in preliminary explanations which a 
German audience, well versed in all appertaining to 
the " Freischiitz," did not, of course, require. In this 
opera of Weber's, Max, the good but unfortunate 
hunter, borrows a cartridge from Eobin, the evil 
genius, and with it immediately brings down an eagle^ 
one of whose plumes he proudly fixes in his cap. 

He asks for a few more of these cartridges, but 
Eobin tells him that they contain "magic bullets,*' 
and in order to possess them he must sell his soul to 
Satim. Max draws back, and Robin then informs 
him, amid infernal laughter, that it is too late now to 
draw back, that the compact is concluded, and that he 
is already compromised by the cartridge of which he 
has made use. " Dost thou think yonder eagle was a 
free gift ? " . . . 

Well! when, in 1849, the young Brandenburg' 
orator implored the Prussian Chamber not to accept 
the Imperial crowTi offered to the king of Prussia by 
the Frankfort Parliament, he ended by exclaiming: 
" It is the hand of Radicalism that offers the king this 
gift ! Sooner or later Radicalism will rise up before 
the king, will ask for its recompense, and, pointing to 
the emblematic eagle on the new imperial flag, will 
say : ' Dost thou think tliis eagle was a free gift ? ' '' 
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An imagery as striking and profound as it was in- 
genious ! One cannot make use with impunity of the 
"enchanted bullets of revolution, and one cannot con- 
dude a compact with the demon of popularity without 
giving up some shreds of one's soul. Sooner or later 
the evil genius whose help you have invoked, the 
Robin of the woods and streets, will rise up, and, 
graspmg your salvation, will tell you that he is not 
in the habit of working for nothing." 

This splendid burst of oratory on the part of the 
youthful deputy of the Mark might well have been re- 
membered with pride, and been the source of fruitful 
meditation to the Chancellor on more than one deci- 
sive occasion ; on the day, for instance, on which he 
overthrew such or such a secular throne, or on 
the day when he gave the signal to begin the ivar of 
civilisation. 

What he is as an orator he is also as a writer, 
and in mentioning this last acquirement we have most 
prominently before us the intimate and familiar letters 
vhich have been published in George Hesekiers book, 
and which have met with such well-merited success in 
Germany. ' 

We find in these letters the same obscurity, the 
same halting elocution, the same confusion, yet lit up 
from time to time by life-like and original expressions, 
by the most astounding figures of speech, by a bitter 
and derisive humour, which grinds and crushes with 
cruel voluptuousness. 

The letters are mostly addressed to his sister, his 
" dear Malvina" (married to an Amim), and we shall 
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have to glance more than once at their pages during : 
the course of these remarks. 

In them have been pointed out to us certain i 
descriptions of nature — of moonlight, of the Noidi 
Sea, of the Danube fix)m the heights of Buda-Pesth : 
pictures not without merit, and somewhat in tho ; 
style of Heinrich Heine ; as we might also tmj 
that there is a something of Hamlet (and what a 
Hamlet I) in the following sentence, the only one 
breathing the slightest sentiment of melancholy among 
so many robust and sanguinary outbursts : 

" Thank God everything is in reality but a questiixn 
of time — countries and indi\'iduals, wisdom and foUj, 
peace and war! After all, everything in this woild 
is but hypocrisy and jugglery, and, once denuded ^ 
their fleshly mask, the fool and the sage must be 
wonderfully alike ; and, their skeletons properly pre* 
pciredy it must be very difficult to distinguish between 
a Prussian and an Austrian. Surely this ought to 
cure us of any very special patriotism." And these 
are lines graven by the same hand that has since — 
guided, we must suppose, by a very special patriotism 
— handed over so many suhjec:ts to the skeleton 
makers ! 

One sees in these letters that M. de Bismarck began 
early to practise the style of irony in which he ia now 
a past-master; irony of the coldest, most contemptuous 
kind, merging from time to time into bitter laughter. 
It appears in his speeches, in his conversations with 
ministers and ambassadors, and in his diplomatic nego- 
tiations, at moments of the utmost historical importance. 
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At Buch times his irony will take the form of the 
greatest opemiess or the most urbane politeness; 
but an openness that inclines one to fall down and 
Vorship the first tolerably decent lie, and an urbanity 
that makes one welcome an outspoken incivility as a 
positive relief. 

Once, on the eve of the war of 1866, Count 
de Karolyi, Austrian ambassador, acting in the name 
of his Government, summoned M. de Bismarck to 
declare categorically whether his intentions were to 
annul the Treaty of Gastein. " No," was the answer ; 
" I have no such intentions ; hut, if I had, should I 
have given you a different answer ? " This is an 
eiample of a frankness that utterly puts one to rout, 
that dismays, and cries in one's ears with the devil 
in the " Inferno " — 

" Tn non pensavi oh' io loico foasi ! " 

As to that cloak of murderous politeness in which 
M. de fiismarck's sarcasm at times veils itself, we may 
cite as an example the speech which he cast in the 
feces of the negotiators of Versailles, when they came 
to him to treat of the surrender of famished Paris, and 
offered two hundred millions. " Oh I" exclaimed he, 
"Paris is too important a town to be treated so 
meanly, let us do it the honour of a thousand 
Bullions;'' and this is the peculiar form which the 
emulator of Heine gives to the maxima reverentia 
which we owe to misfortune ! . . . When in riper 
years one is destined to exercise one's wit at the ex- 
peiiae of princes and countries, it is not surprising 
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iiiTvrrr^uiLi . : c-:cru>i:n fr:ni Sohievelbein to Damm;* 
a:id Lv o\'r..>-i:s Lis !et:or with this stroke — " I am 
piV'U i :o l«e ;i\v? :o Si^y. ibai, in my little affluent of 
the H.vmpt \ ri w^ig^v^nor, rJong with his horse and load 
of t;ir, h;iS :i-:u.il!y lv:n alle to dro\*-u himself!" . • . 

AVith wLa: an inoiv-cise of pride this gentleman 
must have wimessovl, later in life, when Europe had 
Kvom^- his domain, a chief ;md his army, an empire 
and its ruler, vanish Kueath another inundation, 
whose waves were blood ; curms Gall ice et auriffa 
eju^.' . . . 

Yet, in sjnte of this, at another time the youthful 
country gentleman threw himself bravely into the wat» 
to save his groom, and gained that medal for saving 
human life which for years was the sole decoration on the 
broad breast of the ^liuister of Pnissia at Frankfort On 
being cjuestioned one day, by a colleague at the Bund, as 
to his decoration, of the nature of which the diplomatic 
corps was ignorant, he replied, in that tone of voice 
peculiarly his own, that once by accident he had saved 
a man ; in a moment of idleness, of com^e ; and it would 
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have taken but little further questioning for him to 
have replied that it was but to take exercise in 
swimming that he had done it. 

But now to resume. From the dg\,ys of his appren- 
ticeship at the Grey Cloister and the Georgia- Augusta, 
Otto de Bismarck carried away with him a load of 
literature neither weighty nor complete, but which has 
proved sufficient, and has enabled him to travel round 
the world of politics with care and honour. And even 
at that early period his mind revealed many precious 
qualities which still distinguish him — a lively and 
powerful imagination, a rare wealth of expression, at 
times fuU of grandeur, at times vulgar, but always 
striking; and, lastly, a humour which has not its 
equal, and which, to use the expression of Jean Paul, 
"is a sirocco to the mind.'' But in all this there is 
a complete want of grace, of charm, of distinction, of 
delicacy — np generous jfibres, no soft or sympathetic 
chords, none of that " milk of human kindness " of 
which the poet speaks, an utter absence of the charity 
which, according to the great Christian moralist, is 
the celestial perfume of the souL As to the art, or 
rather the trade, which consists in the laborious study 
of sentences, in the consideration of their affinity 
and their coherence, in the introduction of harmony 
and hght into the different parts of a speech — in 
one word, as to his style, M. de Bismarck has either 
^^ver learnt or always scorned it. 

If we dared to apply to his style one of those 
trivial but expressive comparisons of which he himself 
offers us many examples, we would willingly compare 

I 2 
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it to a certain strange and almost incredible beverage 
which the Chancellor of Germany has always loved— 
namely, a mixture of champagne and porter. Hkr 
language is like his beverage, containing the piquant^ 
sparkling elements of the champagne at the samer 
time as the heaviness, blackness, and especially tlie 
bitterness of the stout. 

Finally, we must consider the strange anomaly that' 
the man who was one day to impose the severe Pmasiaii 
bureaucratic and military rules on all the Grermaa 
States ; who was, to use his own expression, " to place 
Germany in the saddle," and to restrain it in the bonda 
of obligatory service — who indirectly, even, was to 
excite all Europe to military exercises, and make it leaTO 
the plough for the sword, quit liberal occupations tost 
summer and autumn manoeuvres; — ^we must consider 
the anomaly that this man himself could never bow hk 
neck to scholarly tasks, nor endure the regular woik 
of an oflSce or of a soldiers life. We have it on 
his own confession that a space of two hours was the 
whole extent of time ever devoted to any course of 
lecture during his stay at the Georgia- Augusta. His 
university life being terminated, he made several 
attempts to pursue an administrative or judicial 
career; he tried it at Aix-la-Chapelle, at Potsdam, 
at Greifswalde, then again at Potsdam ; but each time 
abandoned it, either in disgust at the monotonous office 
work, or from quarrels with his superiors. Touching 
on this last reason, there is on record a piquant 
answer from the young referendaiius (barrister) to 
his chief, who had made him wait in the ante-room: 
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iot upwards of an hour : " I had come to ask you 
for a short holiday ; but during this long hour I have 
kd time to reflect, and I now beg to offer my resigna- 
tion." He afterwards twice tried the army, without 
attaining a higher rank than that of lieutenant of 
hndwehr, a rank which he, however, greatly prized, and 
the uniform of which he wore on every solemn occasion, 
even as minister at Frankfort ; we know that since then 
Sadowa has brought him the insignia of a general 

Those ten or twelve years w^hich filled for M. de 
Bismarck the period between his much - discussed 
government examination and his entry into the 
Prussian Chamber, are honoured by his German bio- 
graphers with the fine-sounding title of "years of 
storm and struggle," which calls to mind the name 
given to one of the most brilliant epochs of German 
literature.* 

They were certainly years filled with miscarried 
schemes of every description, financial embarrassments, 
Mid, perhaps, with a disappointed love. We are in- 
clined to believe this last fact from a passage taken 
&om one of his letters to his sister Malvina : " It is 
in vain for one to rebel ; I know I shall marry ^^ ^ *''" 
Ae world expects it ; and nothing, perhaps, is more 
luAural as we are restes tons les deux sur le carreau. 
She does not inspire me with any warm affection, it is 
t^e ; but none of them do that ; and after all one is not 
80 hadly off" but what one can change one's feelings 
*8 one does one's linen, however long the latter may 
We been worn." 

* Stwrm und Drang Pertode— early period of Goethe and Schiller. 
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H-? Senilis lO liitve ivl: a :?LiL.:vre anecrion for this 
sL-iter. an-l lavL-h-.-? 'jh iivr rli-.* i^-a-ieres: epithets ; 
iom^rciru-frs liv »:all.s Lor "Li.^ d-ar litrle oue," or " dear 
lirtk- Malvina," " Lis iro-xl liril':- -rVruim/'liis "' Creusa," 
an«l sonioimirj^ Ii'.- i.-iills Lor iiorLrive him, olive gods 
of Walhaila !) dimply, aul in Frtrch, "ma sceur!" 
In all hi-s loir':rs or t:i:< ixrioJ. ilariiig iu a great 
measure n-om ii:s os:art-i ''f Kniepliof or SchoBn- 
bauson ^i: was i-uly in laror yo;irs that M. de 
Bismarck pun.-hase'l tlio famc-us estate of Varzm), 
we trace, miugkd with his usual uitteruess of mind, 
a certaiu Jisonehautrnvut : also traces of pecuniazy 
troubles, while his views f-.>r the future ai'e of the 
most modest tlescription, ami rarely touch upon 
politics. Iu 154G he attaches great importance to 
being nominatei.l captain of the ilvkes for his district 
(deichhatqjtmo.nn), *"The phice is not a romuuerative 
one," hu writes, *• but is of importance with regard to 
Sehanihausen and other estates, tV»r on its occupant 
depends, in great measure, whether we shall be 
under water, as during last yiiu'. . . . Bernard (a 
friend) insists on my going to BerHn ; I should like 
to know what he means by it. He maintains that my 
inclinations and character adapt me to the service 
of the »State, and that sooner or hiter I shall 
enter it." 

'i'hcn su<ldenly, and on the very eve of the meeting 
of the lirst Prussian Parliament, one is taken aback by 
liis planning an immeiliate journey to the Imlics, with 
the prol^djle intention of making his fortune and 
selllinij out there ; and involuntarilv the mmd turns 
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to Cromwell, who once intended to embark for 
America on the eve of the Long Parliament. 

My readers must not, however, fancy that time 
paaaed sadly at ELniephof or Schoenhausen ; on the 
contrary, the style of life was that of the German 
jurJcer (country squire), and the officers from the 
neighbouring garrisons afforded company of a merry 
and substantial nature : " We empty great cups filled 
lialf with champagne half with porter ; we waken our 
guests in the morning by firing off pistols close to 
their pillow^s ; we terrify our lady-cousins by letting 
loose four foxes in' the drawing-room ; and we do 
justice to the name given to the proprietor of the 
domain by the whole neighbourhood — namely, that of 
*the mad Bismarck {der tolle Bismarck).' " 

We hear of his violence and of his duels with 
sword and pistol, and even to his condescending now 
and then to a pugilistic encounter. One day, being in 
a beer-saloon at Berlin, the former pupil of the 
Georgia-Augusta broke his mug of beer ov.er the 
head of an unknown person, who had delivered him- 
self of certain disrespectful speeches concerning a 
member of the royal family — not, however, without 
having previously addressed a charitable word of 
laming to the insolent speaker, nor, afterwards, 
^thout quietly and politely asking the waiter the 
coat of the breakage. This occurred in 1850. M. de 
Bismarck had already occupied the post of deputy 
for several years, and was on the point of becoming 
^ttinister plenipotentiary to the German Confederation. 
It was not only at Kniephof and Schoenhausen that 
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the future Chancellor of Germany bore the name of 
" der tolle Bismarck ;" the Berlinese themselves had ]io 
other name for him for a long time, during the whole 
parliamentary career of the young deputy ; from tbA 
time of his maiden speech and his first appearance ui' 
the tribune — when, after provoking an indescribable 
tumult by a violent attack upon the Liberals, lie 
drew a newspaper from his pocket and sat down 
tranquilly to peruse its pages, awaiting the subsiding 
of the storm — till his last speech of the 3rd of 
December, 1850, which raised the indignation of the 
Chambers to its height, but gained the orator a diplcH 
matic appointment. 

The law of success works backwards, similarly to 
the law of nobility in China, and embellishes and 
brightens with its rays the doubtful antecedents of 
the favourite of fortune. 

It would only be to confuse all historical per- 
spective to say that in M. de Bismarck could be fore- 
shadowed, from 1847 to 1850, any tokens of the 
important part he was to play fifteen years later. 
The truth is that the part he thus played during this 
early period was neither sufficiently important nor 
sufficiently conspicuous to have tempted anyone to 
draw any inference at all from it. As an active and 
restless member of the Junker party , in 1847, and of 
the important body of the Party of the Cross, which 
was formed after the revolution of February, the squire 
of Schoenhausen was very far from occupying the 
position of a Gerlach or a Stahl, or the proud position 
of a feudal lord of Silesia or Pomerania. 
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government, he amused his surroundings with the 
well-known olive branch, which he displayed one day 
to a former colleague in the Chamber, the very radical 
Doctor d'Ester. 

"This branch," said he to the doctor, "was 
gathered as I passed through Vaucluse, on the grave 
of Laura and Petrarch. I keep it carefully in my cigar- 
case, and intend to offer it at some appropriate time 
to the gentlemen of the Red, "in sign of reconciliation.** 
. . . It is a most singular trait in this extra-* 
ordinary man's career, that he is only believed to be 
serious when he becomes terrible. " Mad Bismarck" 
was his appellative in Germany during 1850. At 
Frankfort, the Count Rechberg called him disdamfuUy 
abursche, and as late even as 1864 he was regarded 
by a French minister of considerable ability as being 
a very contemptible person. In the following year, 
on the historic sands of Bijirritz, he pursued the 
Emperor Napoleon III. with his phms, who, leaning 
on the arm of the author of " Colomba," whispered 
from time to time to that academic senator, " He is 
mad ! " Five years later, the visionary of Ham sur- 
rendered his sword to the madman of the Mark. 

"I belong," says M. de Bismarck, defiantly, in 
one of his early speeches in the Chambers, " I belong 
to a party that glories in the reproach that its 
opinions are old-fashioned and belong to a bygone 
age. I belong to that great multitude which you 
oppose with disdain by the more intelligent classes 
of the nation." He wanted a Christian state. "With- 
out a religious basis," he says, "the State becomes 
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In spite of his audacity, his impetuosity, and cool- 
ness—in spite of many striking outbursts of an 
eloquence which was far rougher and more em- 
barrassed than it is to-day, M. de Bismarck was at 
that time only the Hotspur, or V enfant terrible, of 
the sacred ranks which defended the throne, altar, 
and conservatism. He was, in some sort, a kind of 
G^n^ral du Temple of the skirmishers of Borussia — a 
G^n^ral du Temple with a dash of a Marquis de Pird. 

Take him for all in all, he was but a successful 
edition of Thadden-Triglaff, that heroic M. Thadden- 
Triglaflf who declared that he wished for nothing more 
than the liberty of the press, but on one condition, 
"that, side by side with every journal should stand 
a gibbet, on which to hang its contributors." 

The propositions of M. de Bismarck (a friend and 
neighbour of this ingenious legislator for the press) 
were often not more reasonable, for did he not publicly 
exclaim on one occasion " that all large towns should 
be destroyed and razed to the ground for being, as he 
tomed them, the eternal hot-beds of revolution ? " 

The Athenians of the Spree laughed at these 
sallies, and repeated his humorous saying, especially 
*<lniiring the argument ad hominem of the blow 
^ith the beer-mug. 

Sometimes also they commented maliciously on the 
advances made to the democrats by the country squire 
of Schoenhausen. These advances were made inter- 
nnttently, and when he was in a good humour. Even 
twelve years later, and at the moment when returning 
from France, he was about to assume the reins of 
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in Prassia, the deputy of the Mark combated with, 
energy the two gPrat national passions of this 
party : the •' deliverance " of Schleswig-Holstein, and 
the unity of Germany. He regretted that " the royal 
Prussian tr«x)ps should have been employed to up- 
hold the revolution in Sohleswig against its legiti- 
mate 3overei*rn tht- Kinor of Denmark ; '' and afi&rmed 
that they were provoking a regular old wives' quarrel, 
a squabble " <J j>rop*js of nothing ; " and finished by 
declaring, in the midst of ;m indignant Chamber, that 
the war they were stirring up in the duchies of the 
Ellx? was " an eminently iniquitous, frivolous, disas- 
trous, and revolutionary enterprise." ^"^ . . . 

Ab for the unity of Germany, the young orator 
of the Ultras rejected it in the name of justice, in the 
name of the s<jvereiguty and of the independence of 
its princes, as well as in the name of real patriotisoL 
He was a Prussian — a Prussian of the old school 
(stockpreusse) — and had little wish to see, grafted on 
to the old and steady Borussian tree, " the shifty, 
rhaiiging growths of the South." He appealed to 
th(f army. Did it ask to exchange its old national 
colours, black and white, fur tliat German tricolour, 
whiirh had evi^r been the emblem of i-evolution ? 
Did it wish to exchange the old Dessiiuer march 
for some song composed by Professor Arndt on the 
•* ( Jcnnan Fatherland ? '' We have already mentioned 
his sjM'ech in opjKJsition to the offer of the imperial 
crown by the Frankfort Parliament, and his in- 

• Sitting of the* Chambcni on the 21nt Ajiril, 1819. Sec alno tho inter- 
pelUtion of II. dc Toinnu* in the Kitliog nf the 17th April, 18C3. 
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genious quotation from the libretto of the *'Frei- 
Bchtitz." Although Frederick William IV. refused 
the imperial crown, he nevertheless strove during 
1849 and 1850 to save a few spars from the wreck of 
the plan of German unity, and with the help of the 
German Liberals he succeeded in grouping around him 
a notable portion of the Germanic body, and in creat- 
ing a sort of Northern Confederation. " The restricted 
union " became for a time the watchword of a pro- 
gramme which General Radowitz was empowered 
to realise by the aid of the Parliament of Erfurth. 
M. de Bismarck condemned without pity or hesitation 
all these vain efforts, and, in common with the great 
theorist of his party, the celebrated Professor Stahl, 
pleaded for the return to the statu quo which pre- 
ceded 1848. These two demanded " that the broken 
colunm of justice in Germany should be raised up 
anew;" that the Bund should be replaced on its 
legal basis, according to the terms contained in the 
Treaty of Vienna ; and unceasingly warned Prussian 
politics from taking any " Phseton-likc flights " into 
legions of clouds and storms. 

The storms, indeed, did not fail to burst, and 
"Phaeton's course" was brusquely arrested by the 
l^d of that great Austrian minister, who himself 
only flashed like a meteor through the most elevated 
^ons of power to disappear as suddenly, leaviDg 
l^ehind him the most enduring regrets. The Prince 
Felix of Schwarzenberg calls to mind in many respects 
4e school of statesmen of whom England has shown 
the most surprising examples — the Peterboroughs, the 
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Bentincks, and otheis of a similar type — ^who, 
denlv abandoning a life of pleasure and the vanitiflS 
society, appeared before the world as political maivi^^^ 
only to die in their prime, after having drained to ' 
dregs the very different cups of happiness and gloiy* 

We know with what a firm and daring hand 
prince grasped the helm of public affairs in Austadl 
and in how short a space of time he succeeded il 
re-establishing a monarchy that was tottering on 
brink of an abyss. Was his conduct irreproachaU^|^ 
on every point ? Was it clear-sighted to the endl^ 
These are questions on which we cannot at praseoot 
dilate : we must restrict ourselves to the statemenlb.^ 
that rarely has any minister met with more goodb^ 
fortune in so short a career, been more confident iK* 
his own success, or assumed a prouder or more d]S>* . 
dainful tone when placed in the most painful straita 

On this occasion Prince Schwarzenberg spoke with 
all the authority with which he was invested — spoke^ 
perhaps, too harshly — and for a time Prussia seemed 
on the point of picking up the gauntlet. Frederick 
William IV. asked the Chambers to vote fourteen 
millions of dollars, with which to place his army in 
readiness for war, and delivered a warlike speedbu 
Europe became attentive ; the National Assembly of 
France was on the point of levying fresh troops ; and 
— like a prophetic prelude to a tragedy which was not 
to be performed tUl fifteen years later — in 1850, as in 
1866, Louis Napoleon thought fit to encourage the 
Cabinet of Berlin, to encourage it secretly, and in 
direct opposition to the sentiments of his countiy. 
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While the French National Assembly was declaring 
itseK most emphatically in favour of neutrality, and 
the Minister for Foreign AflFairs seemed even to incline 
towards Austria, the President of the Republic was 
sending a confidential envoy, M. de Persigny, to 
Berlin, charged with the mission of encouraging the 
King of Prussia as much as possible to engage in war. 
War seemed inevitable ; the troops on both sides had 
already taken up positions ; there had even been a few 
skirmishes at the outposts. Suddenly, and in conse- 
quence of a menacing ultimatum on the part of Vienna, 
hacked up by some friendly advice from St. Peters- 
burg, M. de ManteuJBfel, the President of the Prussian 
Council, proposed a meeting on the frontier at Oder- 
berg to the Austrian Premier. A few hours later he 
telegraphed to him (a most unusual proceeding in those 
<lay8) that, in accordance with the positive orders of 
his king, he would start for Olmlitz without awaiting 
bis reply. He went there, and on the 29th of 
November, 1850, signed the preliminaries of peace — 
tbe celebrated "punctuations," in which Prussia 
i^greed on every point to the demands of Austria. 

It was not surprising that such a profound humilia- 
tion-— preceded by an act so indicative of distress, 
^til then unheard of in the annals of diplomacy, 
^d followed by an Austrian despatch which need- 
lessly envenomed the wound* — filled the Liberals in 

*A drcalar of Prinoe Schwarzenberg's, published by an intentional 
'^''^^ after setting forth the incident of the telegraph, and the truly 
de^iente pursuit of the Austrian Minister by H. de Hanteuffel, added, 
" H.1L the Emperor could not refuse the wishes of the King of Prussia, 
▼ben thejr were so modestly expressed." 
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Prussia with pain and indignation. It was in vi 
that M. de MantenJBfel tried to justify his condi 
before the national representatives, declaring tJiat 
would rather '^ face conical balls than such ahi 
speeches" (lieber spitzkugeln als spitze reden); i 
Chambers of Berlin passionately re-echoed the oa 
plaints of the country, and M. de Vincke condad 
a most vehement philippic with the words, "Doi 
with the Ministry !" 

Only one orator had the courage to defend t 
minister, and at such a time to exculpate Austria, 
the preceding year M. de Bismarck had already covet 
for his country the part that was played by t 
Emperor Nicholas in Hungar}% and since then h 
never neglected an opportunity of revenging eve 
insult ofiered to the Hapsburgs by the Germ 
Liberals ; he remained faithful to this line of polit 
amidst the extraordinary circumstances of the hoi 
and face to face with the tumultuous clamour of t 
Assembly. He maintained that in Germany tb 
was no possible or legitimate Federation outside 
Austria. 

One of the greatest grievances of the Teutc 
against Austria has always been that it does not fori 
purely German state, but is composed of diflferent poj 
lations, and partly of an " inferior " race. These w 
the first arguments brought forward in the Frankf 
Parliament in favour of a German Constitution wh 
was to exclude the empire of the Hapsburgs; a 
M. de Bismarck did not fail to reproduce them 
a well-known circular of the year 1866. 
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1^ 1850 the deputy of the Mark did not hold 
^ese opinions. He was convinced that " Austria 
was a German power, in every sense of the word, 
although fortunate enough to have alien nationalities 
under its dominion;" and concluded boldly that 
'* Prussia ought to submit itself to Austria, in order 
to combat in union with her a menacing democracy." 

Certes, in calling to mind this session of the 
Prussian Chambers of the 3rd of December, 1850, one 
is enjojdng, to use the words of Montesquieu, the 
spectacle of the extraordinary vicissitudes of history : 
but the irony of destiny assumes truly fantastic pro- 
portions when we consider that it was precisely this 
discourse of the 3rd of December, 1850, which decided 
the vocation of M. de Bismarck, and opened to him 
the career of foreign affairs. Forced to consent to the 
^oration of the Bund, and resigned to the pre- 
ponderating influence of the empire of Austria, the 
Prussian Government considered that it could not 
give a better token of its dispositions than by ap- 
pointing as its minister plenipotentiary to the German 
Confederation that fiery orator whose devotion to the 
house of Hapsburg had resisted even the humiliation 
of Ohniitz ; and it was as a most decided partisan of 
Austria that the future conqueror of Sadowa made his 
^^ into the arena of diplomacy. . . . 

The Chamber was prorogued after this stormy 
Suasion. The rupture with the national party 
^ consummated, and M. de Manteuffel, whose 
^W and bureaucratic mind had in reality very 
little sjTupathy with the Ultras, still judged it to 
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be advisable to make them a few concessions in ordec*" 
to consolidate tlie Government. 

Several important posts in the Civil Service ireier- 
confided to members of the extreme right : M. de^ 
Kleist-Retzow, among others, received the presidem^ 
of the Rhine provinces. To employ the talents of the 
whilom barrister of Potsdam and Greifswalde in a 
similar manner was, however, not to be thought of j 
he had already shown too little taste or aptitude for 
an administrative career, and, for reasons already 
mentioned, it was decided to send him to Frankfcarfe 
as first secretary of legation, but with the assurance <£ 
being promoted to the post of representative after 
a while. This selection naturally caused some surpiiae^- 
as it was quite a novel proceeding (they became used '^. 
to it in time) to reward a deputy by a diplomatie - 
mission for any vote he might have given, or for any - 
attitude he might have assumed in the Chamber. It^^^ 
was also generally questioned whether the eccentacift. : 
and impetuous knight of the Mark could possibly be V 
the right man in the right place in the midst of 
such delicate circumstances. The timid and scrupulous 
M. de Manteuffel was not without some apprehensioiia 
on this point, and the eagerness with which M. de 
Bismarck accepted the post only increased the die* 
comfiture of the premier. The king, Frederick 
William IV., who personally was much attached ta 
the fiery '* Percy," of the faction of the Cross, ww 
himself not without his doubts. 

" Your Majesty can but try me," said the aspirant 
to diplomacy, " and if it won't do, your Majesty is at 



nRST APPEARANCES OF M. BE BISMARCK. 67 

liberty to recall me at the end of six montlis, or even 
Booner." 

flight years were to elapse before he was re- 
^^, and then it was by the successor of Frederick 
William IV. 

This is, however, the manner in which he expresses 
™8elf during the early days of his mission (June, 
^851), in a confidential letter speaking of the men 
^d things he had to deal with : — 

"Our relations here are fiill of suspicion and 
iDQtual espionage. And had we but something of 
consequence to hide or to find out ! but it is on 
the score of the veriest trifles that these people 
torment themselves. 

"These diplomatists, retailing their hric-d-brac with 
«ich airs of importance, seem to me to be even more 
ridiculous than deputies of the second Chamber stand- 
h^ on their little dignity. Unless we are pompously 
*irred up by some outside events, I can check ofi* on 
Diy fingers all that we shall do during the next two, 
*tree, or five years, and which might all be done in 
four-and-twenty hours if we could only be sincere and 
I'sasonable for one whole day. I never doubted but 
tiiat these gentlemen mixed a good deal of water with 
their cuisine ; but anything so thin and poor as their 
^^pit is impossible to imagine — such a thing as a 
glohule of fiat on the surface is not to be seen. . . . 

" I am making the greatest progress in the art of 
^ying nothing in a great many words. I fill several 
P^es with reports, as neat and as well rounded as 
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leading articles; and if, after having read them, 
Manteuffel understands one word, his intelligence is 
greater than mine. . . . 

** No one, not even the most spiteful democrat, can 
form an idea of the amount of nullity and charli^ 
tanism that is concealed under the name of diplomacy, ** 

A few years later on, during the Eastern com- 
plications, he writes to his sister Malvin'a : — 

" I am at a session of the Bund ; a much-esteemed 
colleague is reading a very tiresome report on the 
disturbed situation of the Upper Lippe ; and it seema 
to me that I cannot employ my time to greater ad- 
vantage than by pouring forth the sentiments of my 
brotherly love. 

** These Knights of the Round Table, surrounding 
me at present on the ground-floor of the Taxis Palace, 
are most honourable men, but certainly not very 
amusing ; the table is twenty feet in diameter, and is 
covered with green cloth. 

"Think of X ! . . and of Z . . . in Berlin; they 
are just the style of these Bundestag gentlemen. I 
conform to everything with a delightful sensation of 
languid innocence. My mind is in a state of the 
completest tranquillity {gdnzliche wurschtigkeit), after 
having brought the Bund little by little to a 
despairing consciousness of its own utter nonentity. 
Do you remember Heine's song, 'O Bund, dog, 
thou art not well,' &c. ? Well, this song will soon be 
raised, and by an unanimous vote, to the post of the 
German national anthem." 
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The lassitude, the disgust, as well as the contempt 

which he feels for the Bund increase from year to 

year. In 1858 he almost decides on giving up the 

diplomatic career. He has had enough "of this diet of 

truffles, despatches, and grand crosses ; " he speaks of 

retiring imder the cannons of Schoenhausen, or, better 

still, of growing young again by ten years and taking 

up the post of attack he had held in 1848 and 1849. 

He would like to fight without being hampered by 

official laws and rules, to lay down his uniform, " and 

^y about him in political swimming-drawers " (in poli- 

^Uchen schmmmhosen) . . . And was it surprising ? 

Of all political men, M. de Bismarck was certainly the 

-teast likely to feel any respect or taste for a de- 

lilerative body that was essentially moderating and 

Moderate, where everything took place privately, with 

long and elaborate reports, lengthily justified and 

still more lengthily debated, and where thrusting 

^nd parrying were utterly unknown. A great peace 

congress can scarcely ofier much attraction to the 

ficiy Percys on whom the smallest conference of 

Bangor has such exciting effects,* and the Bundestag, 

^^ have already said, was a permanent peace congress 

^hoee mission it was to maintain the static quo, and 

to turn aside any cause of conflict. 

Small incidents — the petty manoeuvring, the 
puny struggles for influence — were, it is true, not 
^anting in this community, any more than in others ; 
^^y served to maintain the good temper of the 
^*^dinary diplomatists, and were generally considered 

• ShaJnfpeare (Heniy rV., Part I., Act iu., Sceno 1). 
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as useful stimulants to the better digestion of their 
aflfairs and their dinners ; but no doubt they appeared 
contemptible in the eyes of a man of action and of 
war — no doubt they must have irritated and at times 
exasperated him. 

To observe the workings of the world from this 
post on the Main, from whence they could be 
grasped in their entirety ; to profit by the abundant 
sources of information to collect and compose des- 
patches fit to instruct and especially to amuse his 
august master ; to discover now and then a witticism 
full of malice ; to enjoy it himself and share it with 
others ; to carry it, still fresh, to Stuttgart, and confide 
its further extension to a gracious Grand-duchess ; — 
these were occupations which could content a Prince 
Gortchakof and charm the leisure hours of a man 
brought up in the school of Count Nesselrode, and 
grown old in his career. 

But how to render such an existence bearable to 
the knight of the Mark suddenly turned into a pleni- 
potentiary — to find the means of enclosing in so 
narrow though so enchanting a circle " a betrothed of 
Bellona," all quivering yet from battles fought during 
four years without cessation on a resounding battle- 
field I In order to find some kind of compensation 
in the new sphere where he had just been placed he 
wanted at least some intricate European combination, 
or some great negotiation capable of straining his 
faculties and proving their worth ; and instead of these, 
all that saluted his ears was the " tittle-tattle " from 
the Upper Lippe 1 Such an insignificant negotia* 
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tion as that which took place with the unfortunate 

Duke of Augustenburg, and which ended in the 

year 1852, certainly cannot be reckoned among the 

triumphs worthy of a Bismarck ;* and yet this affair 

▼as the only miserable globule of fat ever discovered 

k him in all the soup set before him, during the years 

ke spent at Frankfort ! . . . 

It is true that before long the Eastern question 
l«iist over them, and seemed for a while to open out a 
^^ field of enterprise. Prussia showed herself favour- 
^le to Russia ; the secondary States were even more 
democstrative, and gave themselves the most warlike 
^; so much the worse for Austria, if she persisted 
in making common cause with the Allies; her doing so 
nii^t bring about the most important territorial altera- 
tions, and be of the greatest advantage to the House 
of Hohenzollem! . . . And, indeed, the Prussian repre- 
sentative at the German Confederation ("his Excellency 
the Lieutenant," as he was then called, on accoimt of 

* And ret Oaa negotiation is not without interest, and eron great piquancy. 
f ^ ol the conriction that the war which had been made against Denmark 
vu "ezninentlj iniquitous, frivolous, and revolutionary," the Prussian 
P^oupotentiarj at the Bund worked very actively, in 1852, to eel aside for 
^ future any possible cause of disturbance, and negotiated an Esau-like 
^'^ with the Duke Christian Augustus Augustenburg, the former abettor 
^ S^leswig.Holsteinism, and eventual pretender to the Duchies. Thanks to 
^ intervention of M. de Bismarck, for the sum of one and a half million of 
^ doDart, given by the Grovemment of Copenhagen, the old duke signed a 
•^*tt deed, by which he bound himself and his family, on his word and 
*•*» as a prince, never to undertake anything which might disturb the 
^'*>^<pQUity of the Danish monarchy. That, however, did not prevent the 
•* of Christian putting forward his pretended claims in 1863, nor did it 
f"^*^ M. de Bismarck from supporting thrm during a certain period, until 
"* BiQiDeDt when the famous syndics of the crown threw a doubt into the 
**I of the first minister of Berlin, and proved to him that as tho Duchies 
^"^ belonged to no ooe, King William was entitled to them by right of 
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the landwehr uniform he was so fond of wearing) lenfc 
during the crisis the warmest and most faithful sappcat 
to his Russian colleague, then his most intimate Mend. 
Discovering, however, before long, that the Germaii^^ 
Confederation had no intention of changing its neutral " 
position, that the secondary States, in spite of all thenr: ,. 
agitated conferences at Bamberg, were not going to ' 
take any active part either on one or the other side^ : 
and that the seat of war would be confined to the - 
Black Sea and to the Baltic, he conceived the most ', 
profound contempt for the Bund, feeling convinced 
" in his inmost soul of its utter nullity," and while /] 
seated at the green table in the palace of Taxis 
hummed Heine's song on the Diet of Frankfort. 

Moreover, he had to pass through a very mortifying 
pliasc at this period which he never forgot, and which 
he alluded to years afterw^ards in a confidential 
despatch now become famous. In 1859 he wrote as 
follows to M. de Schleinitz : ''During the Eastern 
crisin Austria outweighed us in everything at Frank- 
fort, in spite of our sympathy and community of 
ideas with the secondary States. These States^ 
after every oscillation, return with all the peiv 
sistcnco of the magnetised needle to the same point 
of attraction." . . . And what could be more 
natural. It was not from the empire of the Hapa- 
burga that Hanover and Saxony had to dread an- 
nexation, as later events have only too clearly 
pn>voil ; but the man who could condemn all great 
towns to utter destruction for being the hotbeds of 
re volution JUT spirits, would not hesitate in condemning: 
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little States for being the hotbeds of Austrian sym- 
pathies. 

As will be seen, Austria soon became the obnoxious 
object, and filled the space once occupied in the mind of 
the Knight of the Mark by the hatred of democracy ; 
and the valorous champion of the Hapsburgs in the 
Berlin Chambers became by degrees their most im- 
placable, most untiring enemy in the Bund. But it 
is a notable fact that all Prussia's great men — to begin 
irith the Great Elector and Frederick 11. , not ex- 
cluding William I. — have at all times held two 
opinions with regard to Austria ; have, on this point, 
had, hke Faust, ** two souls in their bodies ;" or, like 
Bebecca, " two children struggling in their bosom;" two 
principles, in fact, one of which bound them to respect 
the ancient and illustrious imperiid house, whereas the 
other goaded them on to its spoliation and conquest. 

In the month of May, 1848, the honest and 
poetical King Frederick William IV. declared to a 
deputation of German statesmen* that he should 
"reckon that as the happiest day of his life on which 
ke should hold the ewer {ivasclibecken) at the coro- 
J^tion of a Hapsburg as Emperor of Germany ; " which 
sentiment, however, did not prevent him, later on, 
from quietly encouraging the work of the Frankfort 
Parliament, nor from attempting the '' restricted 
^on," imder the auspices of General Radowitz. 

M. de Bismarck was, no doubt, perfectly sincere 

^ his attachment to Austria when, as Prussian 

he rose, and, in the name of Conservatism, 

* At tlie head of this depatation was Baron Max de Gagern, tho Nassau 
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energetically defended the house of Hapsburg agi 
the aggressions of the German Liberals. But nov 
was the representative of his government in the Pa 
of Taxis ; Austria stood in his way, disputed hb 
fluence over the secondary States, and disagreed ' 
him on the Eastern question; and now, slowly 
surely, began the growth of those feelings which leac 
their climax when he dealt Austria its " death-Uc 

Thus arose, at the time of the same Crimean > 
and in the same town of Frankfort, a hatied 
Austria in the hearts of the two future chanceUor 
Russia and Germany, that hatred of Austria wl 
was to bear such fatal fruit ; for most imdoubtedl} 
was the connivance of these two men, assisted by ' 
fatal ideology of Napoleon III., which brought ah 
the terrible catastrophes we have witnessed in i 
day — the calamity of Sadowa, the destruction of 1 
Bund, the dismemberment of Denmark, as well 
that of France ! With Prince Gortchakof this bM 
ment of hostility was conceived with the rapidity 
lightning, in consequence of the erroneous view he t(^ 
of Austrian politics, and was shared by his whole natiA 

M. dc Bismarck's hatred of Austria was of a dxrtf- 
growth ; it did not spring, for example, from ft 
humiliation at Olmiitz, for the deputy of the Mii 
had triumphed lightly over that; it was long I 
coming, slow in its development, became solidified aiN 
a daily course of lengthy disputes in the Bund, audi 
consequence of a conviction acquired, after yean C 
wast(»d efforts, that the house of Hapsburg wod 
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never voluntarily desert the secondary States, and 
would defend them against any attempt at annexation. 
Summing up the teachings received during his 
eight years' sojourn in Frankfort, the representative 
of Prussia to the German Confederation writes in 
1859, in his well-known despatch to M. de Schleinitz, 
**I see a vice in our Federal relations that must, 
sooner or later, be extirpated hyferro et igne.^* Ferro 
tt igne ! This is the first known version of the text 
"blood and iron," given out officially, however, in 
kter years by the President of the Council in a speech 
to the Chambers. At the same time that M. de Bis- 
marck s devotion to Austria was being so radically 
effaced, a change no less singular was taking place in 
liis mind with regard to the other articles of his 
party's faith. 

Removed from the thick of the fight, and no 
longer participating in any parliamentary battles, he 
l^cgan to consider more coolly questions on which he 
W once debated with the greatest heat, and to be 
inore temperate than in former days in some of his 
dd antipathies. "There is," he writes, on his 
Worn from a trip to Berlin in 1852, "something 
dfioioralising in the air of the Chambers ; the best of 
BWtt become vain there, and as fond of the tribune'as 
a woman is of her toliet. ... I consider those par- 
lumentary intrigues to be hollow and base beyond all 
Ijeliet So long as we live in their midst we arc 
^uded by them, and consider them to be of im- 
portance. • . . Whenever I come back from Frank- 
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fort, I experience the feelings of a man who has 
been fasting and comes suddenly into the midst of 
drunkards." 

Many things and persons that were formerly 
despised and abhorred now took a more pleasing form 
in the eyes of the statesman occupied in forming 
vast projects for the future. " The Chamber and the 
press might become the most powerful weapons of our 
foreign policy," was, in 1858, the opinion of the man 
who once so strongly despised parliamentary rule, the 
friend of M. Thadden-Triglaff; and similarly we find, 
in his correspondence at this time, the vague idea of a 
national representation of the ZoUverein, and even an 
inclining towards universal suffrage, so long as these in- 
stitutions could be used as instrumenta regni. The ex- 
ample of the second empire was then diffusing an influ- 
ence which the historian will do well to note. That system 
of absolute power, interwoven with popular passions 
— " striped with red," to use one of M. de Bismarck's 
characteristic remarks — seduced the imagination of 
more than one aspirant to coups d'etat and to 
political thunderbolts ; and the former colleague of 
Doctor (VEster must have thought more than once 
that Hanover and Saxony wctc well worth "a brief 
plunge into the muddy watei*s of democracy." 

But how far off was still the distant goal ; how 
veiled in obscurity the half-seen future ! It was 
not under Frederick William IV., whose intelligence 
was becoming daily more clouded, that any action 
was to be thought of; even the advent of the 
regent (now the reigning king) seemed at first to 
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bring with it but little hope of change. The 
ministers of the regent — ministers of the new era, 
as they were then called — were honest philosophers, 
'who talked about the development of existing liberties 
and the solidification of representative government; 
good and simple creatures, who allowed King 
William L later on to proclaim solemnly " that 
Prussia's conquests over Germany should only be of a 
moral nature ! " Evidently this " new era " was not 
exactly that of M. de Bismarck. During the years 
that elapsed from the time of the Crimean war until 
liis embassy in Eussia, we find M. de Bismarck in 
a constant state of agitation, travelling continually 
through Germany, France, Denmark, Sweden, Cour- 
land, and Upper Italy; seeking for entertainment, 
perhaps also for information ; and returning each time 
to Frankfort, only to raise a storm, or to break through 
some "tittle-tattle," and to drive the nervous and 
Mious Count Rechberg, the Austrian representative and 
tlie President of the Bundestag, almost to desperation. 
His frequent excursions to Paris opened his eyes 
to the coming events in Italy, and made him still 
more aggressive, tiU at last his recall to Berlin seemed 
indispensable for the maintenance of peace. It was 
then that he seriously contemplated abandoning the 
diplomatic career, throwing aside his uniform, and 
carrying on his political warfare " in swimming- 
drawers.'* 

He consented, however, to carry it on a little 
longer "on caviare and in bearskins," as he ex- 
pressed it in one of his letters ; to speak more 
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cl^iarly, he consented to exchange his post at Frankfort 
for a similar one at St. Petersburg. 

It was hoped thus to remove him to a cooler 
sphere — " to put him in ice " (another expression of 
M. de Bismarck) ; but he himself, perhaps, conceived 
very different hopes of his change of office, and, at any 
rate, found much consolation in the society of his 
former colleague at Frankfort, now become Prime 
Minister of the great empire, and with whom he 
had always agreed so well On the 1st of April, his 
natal day, M. de Bismarck presented his letters of 
credit in the capital of Eussia. 



CHAPTER 111. 



A NATIONAL MINISTER IN RUSSIA. 



Taaee Gortchakof s Predecessors : Fftnine, Bestonjef, Nesselrode— Secular 
Traditions and fundamental Principles of Bnssian Foreign Policy until 
the Retirement of Count Nesselrode — New Style of Politics inaugurated 
by Prince Gk>rtchakof — His personal Popularity — His Endeavour to 
promote it — ^His Hatred of the Grermans and his French Sympathies 
— ^Th© Emperor Napoleon IIL prepares the War in Italy — Unity of 
the two Cabinets of Paris and St. Petersburg on the Questions of 
Montenegro, Servia, and the Principalities of the Danube (1856-59) — 
Italian ComplicationB : Services rendered to France by Hussia during 
the War in Italy (1S59) — ^Annexation of Savoy and Rupture of the 
An^lo-French entente (1860) — Profits derived by Russia from this new 
Sitnatico — Circular of the 20th May, 1860, on the Subject of trhe Chris- 
timns in the East — Isolation of France— Interview of the Sovereigns of 
tlfte North at Warsaw and Embarrassment of the French Diplomatists 
(1860) — Russia becomes more friendly but at the same time more 
Bxmcting — Marked Ability shown by Prince Gk>rtchakof during this early 
Period of his Ministership — He takes Advantage of the French Alliance 
witboat compromising the Conservative Principles of his Government. 



DcKiSG the period of immense development which 
followed the impulse given by Peter the Great to the 
Kcuaaian empire, we meet with more than one Minister 
of Foreign AflFairs whose name is worthy of a place in 
history. 

For instance, Comit Panine could have been a 
xnan of no ordinary stamp to conceive the idea of 
^T\ '* armed neutrality at sea," and get it accepted 
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by various States, at a time when Eussia bare! 
XI second or third-rate place among the m 
powers. 

K in this daring undertaking, as well as 
more interesting attempts to limit the absolute 
of the Czars by the establishment of aristocrat! 
tutions, we trace the influence of an Italian 
(the Panines are descended from the Pagnini of '. 
we cannot deny the pure nationality, the ^ 
primitive character of another celebrated mini 
the same century — of the Chancellor Bestoi 
whose character Kulhifere gives us a most c 
outline. 

Bestoujef, who was a perfect speaker, feig 
stutter, and had the persistence to simulate thi£ 
during seventeen years. In his convei'satioD 
foreign ambassadors he stuttered in such a ma: 
to be unintelligible ; he complained in the siime 
being deaf, and that he was not able to grasp or 
stand all the subtleties of the French language, i 
the same thing to be repeated to him again and 

He was in the habit of writing his dip 
notes himself in a totally illegible hand : they 
be returned to him, and at times he has been 
to alter their contents. Falling into disgrace, Be 
immediately recovered his speech, hearing, t 
fact, all his senses. Very different is the ty] 
sented to us during the first half of this cent 
the immediate predecessor of Gortehakof, the 
cellor of the Emperors Alexander I. and N 
Attached to Germany by his origin and the h 
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of his family, never even having acquired the lan- 
guage of the country whose international relations 
were confided to his care, Charles Kobert de Nesselrode, 
however, fulfilled a long and laborious career to the 
satisfaction of both his august masters, and figured 
with honour at all conferences and congresses side 
by side with Talleyrand and Mettemich. Without 
adopting the too Asiatic subterfugei^ of a Bestoujef, 
Count Nesselrode knew and practised all the known 
tricks of the trade ; and few men could equal him in 
the art of maintaining his dignity and ease of manner 
the most trying and embarrassing circum- 



He understood how to change his line of con- 
duct without too great a change of tone, and among 
other achievements most delicately softened the 
transition from the anti-Greek politics of Alexander I. 
to the frankly expressed sympathy for the Greek 
cause shown by his successor. During the Eastern 
^ he exerted all the powers of an astute and 
subtle understanding in the service of a cause 
^^hose most serious dangers alone, however, he fore- 
^^y and to whose national and religious side he was 
^pletely blind 

In contrast to Bestoujef, and more European in 
this respect as in every other, M. de Nesselrode lost 
^ his disgrace, or rather his retreat, the greater part 
^ his faculties and his virtues ; in consequeuce of 
^hich his posthumous memoirs, composed in the 
dechne of life, and painfully wanting in importance, 
caused great disappointment. But who can tell? 
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in oWurity, as the humble executors of an absolute 
and solitary will. 

Foreign policy in particular was considered to be 
the sovereign's exclusive domain, and the unalterable 
fixity of its system made the person chosen to fulfil 
the work a matter of secondary importance. 

Smce the days of Peter the Great we notice in 
effect that, in its relations with Europe, Kussia has 
injs maintained certain traditions which have been 
^11 tried by experience, and certain sacred principles 
from which it has seldom deviated. 

Whoever the Foreign Minister at St. Petersburg 
Dught be, he had always the same programme to fulfil. 
His duty was to foster the growth of Kussian prestige 
«Dong the Christian populations of the East, to 
Diaintain the balance of power between Austria and 
Pnissia, and to increase the influence of his Govem- 
Dtent among the secondary States of Germany. 

To the few rules, which we may designate as the 
dementary and invariable axioms of Eussian foreign 
poKcy, were added, in 1815, a principle of inter- 
^tional conservatism — a sort of coalition among the 
^ous governments for the defence of public order — a 
sentiment of self-preservation, inspired in all repre- 
*ntatives of monarchical authority by the sight of 
"^ overwhelming and destroying passions born of 
tJ^e Great Revolution ; and it was this outcome 
^^ the views and convictions of the Emperors 
Alexander I. and Nicholas, that Count Nesselrode 
W to disseminate through all the "acts and docu- 
^^ents that issued jfrom the Eussian Foreign Office. 

Q 2 



84 THE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

Destiny reserved for the successor of Nesselro 
the task of breaJdng loose, by degrees, from all the 
traditions and principles, and of inaugurating in t 
empire of the Czars a completely new style of forei 
policy. We may dispute the merits of this new polic 
dispute it the more as it is far from having boi 
aU its fruit ; but one fact is indisputable, and stril 
us at a glance, that Prince Gortchakof knew how 
attach his name to an historic change in the ann 
his country's diplomacy, to put forward his o 
individuality as Russian Minister for Foreign Affa 
and to occupy a position of importance such as n( 
of his predecessors ever held. Alexander Mikhailovi 
is not only his august master's faithful servant, b 
the real chief of his department, the guiding minis' 
taking his part openly in aU responsibility, and i 
in the celebrity reflected from the various transacti 
of Europe. 

A phenomenon of an equally startling charactei 
the Russian mind was the sight of a minister depe 
ing, not only on the favour of his sovereign, but \ 
on that of the nation ; husbanding the public opin 
of his country, caring for it, even flattering it at tin 
and finding it remunerative. 

The Russian nation has had its momenta of infal 
tion for Alexander Mikhaflovitch, as was shown by 
burst of enthusiasm after the transactions in Pola 
and we might even call him a creation of the peo 
as its voice was not the least among the elements I 
raised the Vienna plenipotentiary to the lofty posi 
vacated by Count Nesselrode in April, 1856. 
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In 1815, after his triumplial return from the 
^tigress of Vienna, Alexander I. had time to select, 
^^ his leisure, from among the many celebrated men 
^Jio then formed the staff of the Kussian diplomatic 
^tps, the least known and the most humble member 
^f that illustrious body. Passing over the Capo 
i'lstrias, the Pozzo di Borgos, the Ribeaupierres, the 
i^azoumovskys, the Stakelbergs, the d'Anstetts, it 
suited him to confide the direction of his foreign 
policy to a German gentleman of Westphalian extrac- 
tion, born at Lisbon, and Russian only by naturalisa- 
tion. In 1856, after the Congress of Paris, the 
aomination of Prince Gortchakof to the same post 
Was, we will not say dictated, but was certainly 
iiidicated to the Emperor Alexander 11. by the voice 
^f the people ; or, if we prefer to use another expres- 
sion, by the voice already pervading the salons of 
*he nobility, and which was but the faithful echo 
^f popular opinion. 

We see in effect that, immediately after his dSbiit 

^ the H6tel de la Place du Palais, the former pupil of 

Tsarskoe-Selo distinguished himself by his liberal 

opinions and the advances he made to the public 

^irit of the times — advances that must often have 

•astonished his still living predecessor, who yet enjoyed 

the honorary title of Chancellor. For the first time a 

Russian Minister arranged his speeches not only to 

satisfy the salonSy but also the lecture-halls and the 

newspaper offices; speeches which touched alike the 

heart of the great lady and the country gentleman, the 

hxmible student and the haughty officer of the Guards. 
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His saying about Austria was known over all 
Russia. ^*^ 

Another aphorism, borrowed from one of his cir- 
culars, enchanted the nation : the celebrated sentence^ 
" Russia does not sulk, she meditates," seemed to b^ 
dicbited by the very heart of the nation, and dre^«^ 
from it a cry of enthusiasm. 

It was at this period, it will be remembered, th»* 
the Russian spirit roused itself, after a long period c^^ 
compression ; the newspapers, the periodicals, b^a^^ 
a new life, and writer's and scientific men assumec^ 
au iniivortance hitherto unkno^vn. Alexander Mik — 
hailovitch, the former companion of Pouchkine, th^ 
diphmiatist who had at all times shown great tast^ 
and sympathy for Russian literature, appeared in 
the light of a patriotic statesman to such men as 
J\>godine, Axakof, Katkof, &c. His hatred for 
Austria was well known, as also his leaning towards 
a Frrnith alliance ; and the nation, which shared 
both these sentiments in the highest degree, hailed 
liini as a genuinely national minister. 

What a strange coincidence, and how strikingly 
formed to show us the instability and hoUovniess of all 
earthly things, it is to consider that it was, as the 
warmest partisan of the house of Hapsburg, that 
M. de Bismarck, the future conqueror of Sadowa, made 
his entry into the diplomatic circle; and that it was 
the implacable enemy of the Germans and the warm 
friend of France that the Russians particularly 

* " AjutriA if not a state, it is only a gurornment." 
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cherished in 1856, in the person of their Vice- 
Ctancellor, of that statesman who later on, by a policy 
of omission and commission, favoured more than any 
other the dismemberment of France, and the con- 
Btitution of a greater, a more powerful Germany than 
had ever been known in past history. 

It is true that by " the Germans '* the Eussians of 
1856 especially meant the Austrians,* and that in 
4e France of that day they especially admired a 
certain democratic absolutism which had shown such 
sympathy for the misfortunes of Italy, for those of 
Boumania, Servia, and Montenegro, and which had 
^^tyet pronounced the ill-fated name of Poland. 

"Be satisfied," said the Emperor of the French 
to IL de Cavour, in the month of April, 1856, after 
tie dissolution of the Congress of Paris, *' be 
satisfied, I have a presentiment that the existing 
peace will not be of long duration, "t 

Prince Gortchakof no doubt shared this presen- 

* It is weU known that many of the di£Ferent branches of the Bnssian 
■"^ were encnmbered by large numbers of Germans, who were either 
f'^>'»Ii»ed sabjects or bom in Bnssia, and who exercised a very important 
'B^Bnoe orer the administration of the empire. On his accession to the 
P^ <rf Minister, Alexander Mikhailoyitch declared his intention of purging 
*> department of all these intruders. He found, however, that official 
''^^ tod SLaronic laziness (which willingly leaves all work that demands 
ttjpenererance or application to " intruders ") did not fail to triumph over 
■■y principle of nationality ; and the Minister's regenerative plans, which 
^*M annoonoed with so much noise, evaporated quickly in a very insig- 
■ificiot change which took place among the inferior officials. It was 
P'Kiielj from among the Germans that he found his two most capable 
^ d«Toted aid««— M. de Westmann, who died last May (1875) at Wies- 
^*^ md M. de Hamburger, recently appointed to the post of Secretary 
of State. 

t Utter of M. de Gavour to M. CastellL Bianchi, " Storia Documentata/' 
^'iinp.e22. 
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timent, and, perhaps, was in possession of still 
more positive facts. The thought of " fighting for an 
idea," of liberating Italy, was fixed from that 
time in the mind of Napoleon III. ; and when he 
signed the Treaty of Paris with " a pen torn £ix)ni 
an eagle's pinion," his veiled and dreamy glance was 
already wandering over the classic plains of Lombardy. 

But in order to carry out the enterprise which 
France contemplated against Austria, it was necessary 
to secure the friendship of Kussia and Prussia ; for at 
that time England's neutrality was scarcely to be 
relied upon. Prussia had come forth sadly shorn ol 
political influence after the Oriental crisis ; England, 
Austria, and Turkey scarcely cared to admit it to the 
honours of the congress. The Prussian Prime Minister, 
M. de ManteufFel, was kept out in the cold long 
after the plenipotentiaries of Europe were already 
in full deliberation, and it was only at the request of 
the Emperor of the French that the Prussian envoy 
was finally admitted. 

Napoleon III. insisted in 1856 in aiding Prussia 
in the resumption of its former rank in Europe 
— that same Prussia which fourteen years afterwards 
was to dethrone him. As for Kussia, we have 
already spoken of the cordiality and politeness which 
Count Orlof received fi:om the French during the 
time of the congress. 

Since then,^ it is also noticeable that in the 



* See, in reference to this and to all that follows concerning the relatiooi 
of France with Bussia in the yean 1856-63, onr " Stadios of ContempotArj 
Diplomacy," Part I., chaps, i.- iii Paris, 18G6. 
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arranging of the vaxious difficulties which arose in 
the fulfihnent of certain clauses in the Treaty of 
Paris (Bolgrad, Island of Serpents, Navigation of the 
Danube, &a), the suggestions or explanations 
made by the Russian plenipotentiary were invariably 
seconded by the plenipotentiary of France. 

In the various and numerous conferences and com- 
missions which followed each other during 1856-59 
for the purpose of regulating divers impending ques- 
tions, the distribution of voices was almost invariably 
as follows : on one side, England and Austria ; on the 
other, France, Russia, and Prussia. Prince Gortchakof 
graciously received all the cordialities of the Cabinet 
of the TuUeries, though he was not so com- 
plaisant as to join it in a wordy campaign of 
Kmonatrances directed against the government of 
Naples — a campaign which was undertaken in concert 
with the Cabinet of St. James in consequence of 
well-known letters addressed by Mr. Gladstone 
to Lord Aberdeen respecting the rule of King 
Ferdinand 11. 

Such an interference with the internal aflFaii*s of an 
dependent State seemed scarcely correct in the sight 
of Count Nesselrode's successor ; but he was all the 
more eager to second the Emperor Napoleon III. in 
ms generous designs, whenever the question arose of 
unproving the state of the Christian subjects in the 
Etonian Empire, of enlarging their privileges, and, 
^ it was then expressed, " of reforming the Turk." 

In order to reform the Turk it would be necessary, 
according to the malicious opinion of M. de Thouvenel, 



90 TEE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

French ambassador at Constantinople, " first of all "to 
impale him;" and, indeed, he was put to the torture 
of the hatt4iOumayoumy was interrogated as to hii* 
intentions in favour of the mlas of Bosnia, of Bul- 
garia, and of Herzegovina; causing thus an infinity 
of trouble to the Cabinets of Vienna and London* 
Naturally, even a much greater solicitude was ex- 
pressed for tlie vassal States of the good Padishah 

for ^Moldavia, Wallachia, Servia, and Monten^[rio ; 
these States were already in the enjoyment of a senai- 
indej^endenee, and everything was done to render that 
indejx^ndeuce complete. 

The petty Prince of Montenegro, the former salaried 
jwiojv of the Emperor Xichohis, visited the sovereign* 
of France, ;ifter the conclusion of peace, in Paris; an^i 
indetnl. niiseil such disturbances with the Sultan c^^ 
his nnurn, that two vessels, the Algesims and tk::^* 
liniHt^'i n.<i\ apjvared lx?fore Ragusa. 

Kn^nih vess^^s in Eastern waters, menacing Turk^^y 
- a gn^at mortification to England and Austria, and • 
great souive of Siitisfaction to Russia, more especialC-^y 

as ii occurred scarcely two years after the Crimea ^ 

war ! . . . The sight was certainly an original on^^' 
and prepaivil the world for a series of surprises. 

AI»out the sami» time, Servia dethroned Princ?^^ 
Alrx:ind»M- Kara (5eorgevitcli. and api>ointed in his steai^^ 
{\w M Miloeh (>brenovitch. The Porte protestedL^ 
Kni.;Lni«l ami Austria joined in tlie protestations, but^ 
(ItiiiiK » \o the unit*'*! ellorts of Russia and France, thc^ 
Noiviiiii A'l.'KMiiMv wen* able to ]>ersist in their choice^ 
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and dethrone a prince whose chief error in the eyes of 
his people was having shown too much sympathy for 
the Allies in 18531 

The question of the Danubian Principalities was 
fiff more interesting and of greater importance. In 
the Congress of Paris, France and Kussia pleaded for 
the complete union of Moldavia and WaUachia, to which 
4e other powers were opposed At last, weary of the 
wntest, it was decided to accept a combination, 
^ch, though assimilating the administration of the 
t»o countries, yet allowed the countries themselves to 
ftniaiii separate. It was, as might be seen later on 
^ July, the plan of confederation opposed to that of 
•mion ; and the first example of that kind of national 
tetegy was shown us on the banks of the Danube, 
that was soon to be repeated on a vaster scale on the 
plains of Tuscany. The double election of Prince 
Couza was the first act of this style of popular 
<iiplomacy, which at a later period, in Italian matters, 
^ often confounded the combinations of plenipoten- 
tiaries and powerful statesmen, and ofiered to the world 
^ spectacle of deeds accomplished solely by the 
•'jfiage of nations. To see popular voting reversing 
^ decisions of diplomatists, and to see France and 
Bofisia agreeing to respect these votes, were among the 
JftOBt marked features of the politics of 1856-59 — 
Politics which the liberal opinions of Europe received 
^th favour, but not without being surprised at the 
*^ht of such a harmony in the views of the Cabinets 
^f the Tuileries and St Petersburg, on that «ame 
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Eastern ground yet reeking with the fumes of war- 
that ground from which the Allies had thought, i 
1853, Eussia was for ever to be excluded, but whei 
she was again taking root and gaining influence, a 
yet but modestly it is true, and under the protecting 
shadow of France. 

When, at last, the complications in Italy reaclie 
their climax, the GoTcmment of the Czar redouble 
its expressions of goodwill towards the Cabinet of tli 
Tuileries. "Our relations with France are cordial^ 
replied Prince Gortchakof to Lord Napier on bein 
sounded by him as to the intentions of Russia in sac 
serious circumstances. England at that time wi 
making the most vigorous efforts to prevent the on 
burst of the Italian war. Lord Cowley was despatchc 
somewhat noisily on a mission to Vienna, and tried I 
every possible means to discover a basis on which 1 
found some sort of reconciliation; and the Cabini 
of St. James was already flattering itself that it hs 
succeeded in allaying the tempest, when Prin< 
Gortchakof suddenly proposed a congresSy pronouncii 
that fatal word which then, as on many other occ 
sions, has been but the signal for a rupture. 

A congress I A treaty of peace preceding s 
hostility ; the glory of triumph without the peril - 
victory 1 This was the eternal hysteron-proteron 
Napoleonic theory, the chimera pursued by the dream 
of Ham in the Papal question, in the questions 
Poland and Denmark, even in the catastrophe of 187 
after •the declaration of war ; and it is curious to a 
Prince Gortchakof as the first hawker of a reme< 
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that imperial France was so often to recommend for 
all the chronic ailments of Europe.* 

The head of the English Government, the late 
Lord Derby, complained bitterly of the trick played 
him by the proposition from St. Petersburg ; and in 
London it has alwajrs been suspected that it was 
prompted by a telegraphic hint from Paris. Again, 
in his circular of May 27th, 1859, the Russian Vice- 
dancellor proved himself equally useful to France 
bjr calming the warlike ardour of the German secondary 
States ; and it is in this celebrated despatch that he 
pronounces a wise judgment, and at the same time a 
»eD-deserved eulogium, on the "purely and exclu- 
5^1y defensive combination " of the Bund, a salutary 
combination which could enforce the localisation of 
*n inevitable war, " instead of allowing it to spread 
^d to assume proportions exceeding all human 
^ticipation." 

Napoleon III. descended into the plains of Lom- 
Wdy ; Austria was beaten at Magenta and Solferino ; 
^d Russia enjoyed her first taste of vengeance on that 

* It is true that, in a circular of May 27th, 1859, the Bussian Vice-Chac 
••Dor WW careful to offer some comment on his proposition, and to prove 
^theworld that the congress which he had proposed had nothin;^ chimerical 
** it! nature. " This congress," he says, " does not place any Power in the 
''*•«« 0/ the unknovon : its programme has already been considered. The 
^*toental idea which forms its basis i« not prejtuiicial to any essential 
^^^fftrt. On the one hand the present status of territorial possession is 
*««**aMi«d, and on the other this congress may bring forth results neither 
'^^tani in their demands nor unusual in international relationship.'* 
« ii worth while to read over this remarkable circular, and to weigh well 
*• ereiy word. In it will be found the most peculiar criticisms, mado 
•• it were in anticipation of the various projects for cong^sses which 
^•poleon III. presented in later years to the gaze of Europe, notably the 
^^^tric project which astonished the world in the imperial speech of 
^orember 5th, 1863. 
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nngratefol House of Hapsbnrg which had ** betrayed — - 
her under the walls of SebastopoL The follow 
year, in consequence of the annexation of Savoy, 
John Russell declared solemnly in Parliament that I 
country " ought not to separate itself from the rest <^^ 
the European nations ; that it ought always to be paPBr-^ 
pared to act in concert with the other States if it dit^ 
not wish to hear of such or such an annexation taMii|^ 
place to-day, and such another to-morrow/' 

This proved to be the funeral oration of the An^o-- 
French alliance. Four years after the Crimean war- 
France had lost both the great allies she had possessed 
during the Eastern crisis, and, as we may weD 
imagine, Russia was not the one to regret it 

Russia never protested against the annexation of 
Savoy, declaring it even to be a "perfectly regular 
transaction ;" but she took advantage of the moment 
to resume her place in European politics, and again to 
bring before the world the question of — the Ottoman * 
Empire ! On the 4th of May Prince Grortchak<^ 
called together the various ambassadors of all the great 
Powers, in order to examine with them the "painful 
and precarious position in which the Christians of 
Bosnia, Herzegovina, and Bulgaria were placed ;** 
imd soon after a circular from the Vice-Chancellor 
(May 20) insisted on the assembly of a conference 
in order to re-negotiate the stipulations agreed upon 
in the Treaty of Paris. "The time for illusions ia 
past," are the words of Alexander Mikhailovitch ; 
" any hesitation, any adjournment, might now bring 
about the most serious results ; " and he used even the 



A NATIONAL MINISTER IN RUSSIA. 95 

recent emancipation of Italy as an argument in favour 
of the fiiture independence of the populations for 
whose welfare lie showed himself so solicitous. " The 
events which have occurred in the west of Europe 
lave re-echoed in the east, awakening hope and 
hinging encouragement ! " 

Thus, barely four years after the Treaty of Paris, 
hsm was again drawing the attention of the world 
to the state of the " Sick Man ;" but no longer, as in 
4e conferences and commissions of 1856-59, under 
tie protection of France, but acting alone, and taking 
4e initiative in the debate. 

This, however, was not all. In that one year of 
1860 the Cabinet of St. Petersburg was to regain 
My all the ground it had lost during the Crimean 
^. It was a peculiarly fortunate year for Russia, 
fc it was also a year of universal distrust towards 
fiance. 

The acquisition of Savoy, the strange and pro- 
faandly immoral spectacle afforded by the negotia- 
^ns of the Treaty of Zurich — a treaty which was rent 
Wore it was even signed — the Piedmontese annexa- 
^ in Italy, the expedition of Garibaldi into Sicily, 
fte ^*new right " of which the French official journals 
^ speaking, and the famous pamphlet on '^ The 
fope and the Congress," had alarmed and roused in 
the highest degree the anxiety of Europe. 

Lord Palmerston declared that he would "only 
offer one hand to his former ally, and that in the 
other he would grasp the buckler of defence," and at 
once organised his volunteers. Switzerland was in a 
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tumult ; the National- Verein swore to die in defei 
of the Rhine; and even the honest and 
Belgians thought it necessary to declare, in an addresH 
to their king, "that if their independence 
threatened, they would know how to endure 
hardest trials." 

High above all these popular alarms rose 
murmur of kingly meetings. The German prinoa^ 
assembled at Baden, and the Emperor of the FrendP^ 
thought fit to surprise them, so to say, in the midift^ 
of their deliberations by making that " rapid journey 
which, according to the Moniteur, ** was to have sad^ 
happy results." 

'^The spontaneousness of such an importantr 
action," added the oflBcial paper, " was just what wap 
required to put an end to this unanimous concert of 
malevolent reports and misapprehensions. The veiy 
fact of the Emperor going in person to explain 
frankly to the sovereigns assembled at Baden that hii 
policy had never deviated from the paths of rectitude 
and of justice, was suflScient to convince minds 80 
superior and so fi-ee from prejudices — as, indeed, 
statements of truth loyally explained never fuL 
to do." ; 

It would appear, however, that the conviction wa» , 
not suflficient to eradicate prejudice, for, after the ; 
meeting at Baden, there followed a second at Toeplitas, 
between the Emperor of Austria and the Prince 
Kegent of Prussia ; where yet a third was agreed 
upon, to take place at Warsaw, with the Emperor of 
Kussia ; and the Czar accepted the rendezvous. 
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• " It is not coalition, it is conciliation, that I 
wish to bring about at Warsaw," were Alexander II/s 
words to the French ambassador, the Duke de Monte- 
bello; and at the Tuileries there was naturally much 
agitation, in consequence of the turn affairs were 
Uking. 

In truth there was no lack of conciliatory forms 
in the despatch in which Prince Gortchakof " invited 
tbe French Government to inform him how far they 
coaU assist Russia in the efforts it was about to make to 
tvert the crisis wdth which Europe was menaced ; " 
lot however polite these forms might be, they never- 
tleless concealed a slight demand for explanation. 

The Cabinet of the Tuileries replied by a memo- 
nndum, in which it pledged itself first of all " to 
ii)8tain from offering any assistance to Piedmont in 
ttse of Austria being attacked in Venetia." The 
Cabinets of Vienna and Berlin made several remarks 
^ the French memorandum, and addressed them 
to the Russian Vice-Chancellor, who transmitted 
ftcptt to Paris, demanding at the same time fresh 
^lanations of a more reassuring and more explicit 
itttare. In a word, after all these discussions no 
positive results were arrived at in this meeting of the 
•kree Northern potentates, which at one time bad 
closed France such serious apprehensions; and the 
'Hason of this was that the Emperor Alexander had, 
in reality, gone to Warsaw with but one special object. 
He wished neither to coalesce nor to conciliate : he 
simply wished to show his influence and his power. 
It flattered hun to see these sovereigns, these German 

H 
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princes, assembling in the ancient capital of Pol&nc 
in order to deliberate on the situation of things ir 
general, and to receive from him the word of com- 
mand. It reminded him of the glorious days of the 
Emperor Nicholas. Again, Russia was only too pleased 
to make France sensible of the value of her friend- 
ship ; to make her understand how high the value oi 
Russian services now stood — how high, perhaps, theii 
price. The successive skilful diplomatic despatchefi 
which issued during 1856-60 from the Russian 
Foreign OflSce indicate very distinctly the gradual 
rise of Russian power ever since the Peace of Paris 
In the first of these celebrated circulars Russia declarei 
herself to be "meditating, and not sulking;" in ihi 
second, on the occasion of the Italian complications 
she was already " shaking off the reserve which 8b< 
had imposed on herself since the Crimean war." Aftei 
the annexation of Savoy, '' her conscience reproachec 
her for keeping silence so long on the imfortunab 
state of the Christians in the East," &a Lastly 
in the month of October, 1860, she became ithi 
mouthpiece of the combined interests of Europe — ^th< 
intermediary who demanded explanations from thi 
Tuileries. From being the modest j^^^otege of France 
and enveloped in " reserve " up to the time of the wa: 
in Italy, she rose in 1859 to the rank of "confidentia 
friend;" and became, after the interview at Warsaw 
an important and almost indispensable ally — an alb 
who would no longer play a secondary part, but wb 
intended to assume a position of tlie most marker 
influence, and to take a large share in all future com 
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binations. Most assuredly, Napoleon III., hy his 
disconnected, imdecided, and contradictory policy, 
played incessantly into the hands of Russia; and 
it is only just to recognise that Prince Gortchakof 
never allowed the slightest turn of fortune to escape 
lim; and, without creating events, well knew how 
to profit by them. The superiority of the statesman 
• Aows itself especially in the moderation which he 
jreserved alike in his "cordiality" and in his ven- 
geance — ^by the wary spirit which never deserted him 
wen in the midst of success. 

It does not admit of a doubt, for example, that 
4e warnings of Russia, subsequent to the battle of 
Wferino, the fears which she suddenly expressed as to 
W incapability of restraining Germany any longer 
fiom succouring Austria, contributed greatly to the 
[ Wy Peace of Villafranca; and however fatal this event 
f Iwved to the interests of France, and even to those of 
Austria, we cannot deny that Russia found it admirably 
united to her own plans. In truth, had the programme 
Wi completely carried out from the "Alps to the 
Adriatic," it would probably have given a very different 
•q)ect to Italian affairs, and might have rendered a 
•incere reconciliation between France and Austria 
fossible at some future time ; whereas the partial 
rtution afforded by the Peace of Villafranca, which 
Jrft 80 many questions undecided, could have no 
^er result than to envenom the relations between 
4e two belligerents, and render the Russian friendship 
»D the more precious to France. From another point 

of view, the campaign in Lombardy, while satisfying 

H 2 
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the rancorous Muscovite feelings bom of the Crimean 
war, was yet ver}' far from destroying one of those 
fundamental elements of traditional policy which the 
Czars always pursued with regard to Germany. In 
spite of the loss of Milan, Austria still preserved her 
situation intact in the centre of Europe, as a counter- 
poise to Prussia ; and the meeting at Warsaw only 
tended to show that Russian influence had not dimi- 
nished in the German states. 

The Russian Chancellor also showed himself no less 
astute than circumspect in avoiding, during bis con- 
nivances with Napoleon III. in 1856-60, any com- 
promise of certain general principles of conservatism, 
which had formed the grandeur and the strength of 
Nichohis s reign. 

Doubtless, in Servia, in the Danubian Principalities, 
Alexander ]\Iikhailovitch did not show such rigorous 
orthodoxy, and suflered popular votes to annul arrange- 
ments that had bt»en agreed upon in treaties ; but with 
regard to these Eastern coimtries, Russia has always 
allowed herself a certain i)ulitical licence. 

With respect to Wrstcrn matters, Prince Gortchakof 
was careful to remain as much as possible within the 
boundaries of tradition, and not to use the "new right" 
too freely. II(* allowed the journals and jK^ricxiicab 
of Moscow and St. Peterslmrg to glorify at their 
leisure the i)ow<'r which Russia was displaying in the 
deliverance of nations, and in triumphing over nation- 
alities. lM>r himself, and in all <lncuments dating from 
the Foreign Office, he canfully avoided any affectation 
of words, or any use of new forms of speech, prescribing 
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steadily the fonnulas in use with the old style of 
diplomatists. In these documents, when Milan and 
Savoj changed hands, there was no mention made of 
patriotic aspirations, nor of popular voting : in the 
eyes of the Russian Vice-Chancellor, these events were 
only the natural results of war, " most regular trans- 
actions." Still less did he take upon himself the 
character of a revolutionary* missionary abroad, or 
associate himself with the traffic of exportation which, 
according to a spiteful remark made at the time, 
Jfapoleon III. had undertaken, along with other liberal 
ideas. He declined categorically to participate in 
my form whatever in the remonstrances addressed to 
the Bang of Naples, and declared in his circular of 
September 22nd, 1856, "that to endeavour to obtain 
concessions from a sovereign respecting the internal 
arrangements of his States by condemnatory means or 
by menacing demonstrations, was simply a violation of 
that sovereign's authority — an endeavour to usurp his 
place, and to plainly assert the right of the strong 
over the weak." 

Lastly, in his famous note to Prince Gagarine, of 
October 10th, 1860, he smartly rebuked the Sardinian 
Government for its conduct with regard to Tuscany 
*nd the Duchies of Parma and Modena, and most 
forcibly expressed his disapproval of those disposses- 
rions of princes and those annexations of provinces 
which six years later on he tolerated and even ap- 
proved of in Germany. 

" This is no longer," he WTote in his despatch to 
Prince Gagarine, " a question of Italian, but one of 
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general interest, to every government ; it is a questioi^ 
bound up in those eternal laws without which neither 
order, nor peace, nor security can exist in Europe." 

He slyly rallied those political Jenners, who re- 
commended the vaccination of anarchy in order to 
deprive it of its pernicious nature, and who stole 
the baggage of the republicans under pretence of 
depriving them of their weapons : — 

" The necessity which the Sardinian Gk)vemment 
feels of subduing anarchy does not justify it, as it is 
only keeping pace with the revolution in order to 
enjoy its inheritance." 

In one word, the Russian Vice-Chancellor took 
advantage, with the most marvellous dexterity, of all 
the favourable dispositions of France, and still more 
of its faults ; and while avoiding any sacrifice to it 
of the will, of the usages, or of the principles of 
his own Government, he made use of the Emperor 
Napoleon III. without ever being much used by him, 
or without ever having lent himself to any order of 
ideas which could possibly have made Russia a victim 
of deception. For the good of Russia and the welfare 
of Europe, it might have been desired that Prince 
Gortchakof had retained a little later, in his intimacy 
with Prussia, some of that measured conduct and that 
intelligent egotism of which he gave us so brilliant an 
example during his intimacy with France. '' In order 
to feel love you must remain separate," said the great 
theologian of the middle ages in reference to what 
centuries of faith have called ''divine love," or the 
relations of the human soul with its divine Creator ; 
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^d the precept is still more to be recommended with 
regard to the far less mystical relations existing be- 
tween earthly powers. The Russian Vice-Chancellor 
always kept this precept in mind during his years of 
"cordiality" with the Tuileries. It was only later 
on in the second period that the heart of Alexander 
Mikhailovitch began to triumph over State reasons, 
and that his love for M. de Bismarck proved stronger 
than the rest of the world — stronger even than Russia 
ttd her interests. 
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While Prince Gortcliakof was gathering the fruits 
of his "French" policy, the sweetest among whifih 
was assuredly the vengeance he had wreaked on 
Austria, his former colleague of Frankfort, having 
become the representative of Prussia at the Russian 
court, was being consumed by the restless fever of a 
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man of action condemned to forced idleness. He 
arrived at St. Petersburg in the spring of 1859, three 
months after the famous New Year's Day reception 
given by the Emperor Napoleon III. to M. de Hubner. 
The Italian complications were coming to a climax, 
and the Russian Vice-Chancellor was lending himself 
to all those diplomatic subtleties which, according to 
the wishes of the Tuileries', were to force the Emperor 
Francis Joseph to declare war. The new Prussian 
plenipotentiary at the Court of St. Petersburg was 
K>t for one moment in doubt as to the coui-se which 
kis Government ought to pursue under the circum- 
stances. It was at this time (May 12, 1859) that he 
TO)te his confidential despatch to M. de Schleinitz, in 
which he recommended a rupture with the Bund, by 
the radical means of sword and fire— fenv et igne. 
In the previous year he had been to Paris, and had liad 
an interview with the Emperor of the French, during 
which he had listened to his good intentions towards 
Prussia, and to the astonishing good wishes prevail- 
ing at the Tuileries for the prosperity of the land 
of Frederick II. and of Blucher. In the month 
of November of the previous year (1858) Na- 
poleon III. had enjoined the Marquis de Pepoli, 
then en route for Berlin, to represent in tlieir 
^itost favourable aspects all the advantages which 
^onld accrue to the HohenzoUerns from a rupture with 
Austria. " In Germany," said the Emperor of the 
French, *' Austria represents the past ; Prussia repre- 
sents the future. In binding herself to Austria, Prussia 
l^^mes condemned to a state of inaction which cannot 
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satisfy her ; for a higher destiny awaits her, ai»t^ 
Gennany expects her to fulfil it." * 

These were the thoughts of the future prisoner CF* 
Wilhelmshohe on the eve of Magenta and Solferinc^^ 
and " His Excellency the Lieutenant " certainly foxmdL 
nothing to object to in so splendid a programme ; birf? 
the worthy ministers of the "new era" in BerlilB- 
had unhappily not the slightest notion of the " neW 
right," and the Prince Regent himself was contented^ 
with visions of purely moral conquests. At PotsdaiDi 
it was even asked whether Austria ought not to bo 
assisted — whether they were not under Federal ob- 
ligations to the Emperor Francis Joseph I The 
Samson of the Mark struggled in vain to burst the 
withes wound round him by the '' Philistines of the 
Spree," and the war in Italy became his DelilaL It 
is in truth from this period that dates the notoriooB 
baldness of the Chancellor of Germany. 

It is interesting to study the state of mind of M. de 
Bismarck as depicted in his private letters to Malvina 
during 1859-60. At the commencement of hostilities, 
evidently despairing of seeing his Government adopt 
that line of conduct which he had never ceased to 
recommend to them, he leaves his post, and visits 
Moscow and the Kremlin, passes a short and agreeable 
time at a villa — all the more agreeable as ** he is out 
of the reach of the telegraph." The news of a great 
battle fought in Lombardy (Magenta) brings him hack 
to St. Petersburg. " Perhaps there will now be some- 
thing for diplomatists to do." At St. Petersburg 

• Maiwari, " l\ Conte Cavoar," p. 2G8. 
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he is informed of the strange weakness which is 
prevailiflg at Bei;lin in favour of Austria ; that the 
mobilisation of the Federal armies is under consider- 
ation; and he is filled with the greatest apprehensions 
for liis country. He falls ill, and a serious attack of 
liver complaint places his life in danger. "They 
covered my body with innumerable cupping-glasses as 
lag as saucers, with mustard poultices and enormous 
Misters; and I was already half-way to a better 
world when I succeeded in convincing my doctors that 
my nerves were shattered by eight years of ceaseless 
worry and trouble (the eight years at Frankfort), and 
that in continuing to enfeeble me in this way they 
were driving me into a typhus fever or into imbecility. 

"My good constitution triumphed in the end, 
kowever, thanks especially to several dozens of good 
wine." 

Nevertheless his "good constitution" did not enable 
kim to shake ofi* all his cares, and he remained sad 
Mid morose, confessing two months later that he 
would not have regretted having done with life alto- 
gether. Austria was vanquished, it is true; she had lost 
two great battles and one of her wealthiest provinces 
to boot, but Prussia had reaped no benefit from 
these disasters to the House of Hapsburg, and the 
knight of the Mark was not the sort of man to cherish 
* purely Platonic hate, such as his friend Alexander 
Mikhailovitch indulged in. He consoled himself, 
however, with the thought that the Peace of Villa- 
franca was but a truce. " To try and reconcile 
Austria with France, under existing circumstances, is 
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to A^z^zqic zo sqT£ir^ die crdii I diall try" 
viiras in zhK begmnicg c^ die aannim of 1859, ' 
Li-ie mrsekf in my biear-^kiEKS and to allow tlie an 
ro covcT me : and, wiiea the thaws of spring reti 
I sLaJI see^ what is kfir of me and of oar affairs, an< 
there i* mo little,. I shall dose my account for € 
with p<4irieal life."" The following spring l»oa 
with it several imp(»tant events. The annexat 
of Savoy spread that universal distrust through 
Europe of which we have already spoken; but 
Cabinet of Berlin still persisted in its former eiP 
and the Prince R^^nt held an interview, in Ji 
with the Emperor Francis Joseph at Tceplitz. 
hear,'' writes the Prussian representative at the Cc 
of St. Petersburg, with scarcely disguised anger, "t 
we have been nicely humbugged at Toeplitz, and t 
we have allowed ourselves to be taken in by Viem 
good-humour ; and all for nothing — not even fc 
tiny dish of lent Us. "" 

Finally, in the month of October, after Cas 
fidardo and the conquest of the kiogdom of Nap 
the Cabinet of Berlin addressed au energetic not^ 
M. de Cavour, on the conduct of the House of Sa 
in the Italian PeninsuLi. The note declared t 
" it is only by the legal road of reform, and by 
specting existing rights, that a regular govemn: 
can pretend to realise the legitimate desires 
nations," and terminated with the following passa 
" Called upon, as we are, to pronounce our opinion 
the actions and principles of the Sardinian Govi 
ment, we cannot but deplore them profoundly; and 
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consider that we are only fulfilling a necessary duty 

in expressing as explicitly and as formally as it is 

possible, our entire disapprobation of these principles 

and of the application which has been made of them." 

We can well imagine what an access of ill-temper 

these innocent simplicities must have caused the future 

fatroyer of the Bund, the coming despoiler of Den- 

Diark, of Hanover, and of so many other States. He 

^ thinks of abandoning his career, and is resolved, 

I at any rate, "to retire to the position of a philosophic 

' <>68erver'' of the monstrous policy in favour at Berlin. 

Be is quite surprised at the scandal caused by the 

publication of M. de Vamhagcn's posthumous diary, 

* diary filled with piquant disclosures about the 

Oourt of Prussia. " Why so much indignation ? is 

-^t not all perfectly true ? Vamhagen was vain and 

Spiteful, but who is not ? Does not everything de- 

I>«nd on the manner in which nature has ripened our 

life? Some of us get worm-eaten, some drift into 

^iamp places, some bask in the sun, and so we turn 

^>iat sweet, bitter, or altogether rotten." 

All this, however, did not hinder him from culti- 

^"ating his intercourse with the political world of St. 

^ttersburg with the greatest care (1859-60), from 

taking root there, or from attaching the fortunes of his 

<^untry, by a thousand ties, to that Russian friendship 

^hose value he understood so well. The position of the 

Prussian representatives at St. Petersburg has at all 

I times been quite an exceptional one ; thanks to the 

wnds of close relationship existing between the two 

courts, they enjoy the confidence and the intimacy of 
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the Winter Palace to a degree unknown to the envoys 
of other States. 

M. de Bismarck knew how to increase these favour- 
able conditions by the influence of his personal meriti^ 
and by the good name he had earned in the eyes of the- 
Ruvssians during his long sojourn in Frankfort His 
fonner travels in Courland had made him acquainted 
and beloved by the German nobility of the Baltic 
provinces, by the Keyserlingks, the Uxkiills, the 
Noldes, the Brcwems, &c., families who had always 
l)ossessed influence at Court, at the Foreign OflSce, and 
in Euvssian diplomacy. 

" The first prophets of the future grandeur of 
M. de Bismarck," says a writer well versed in Russian 
society, *' the first to predict the mission reserved for 
him in Germany, were, perhaps, those barons of 
Courland and Livonia with whom the present Chan- 
cellor of Gi^rmany used to spend many a hunting 
season, sharing their banijuets, their amusements, and 
their political discussions. ''^'^ 

The Prussian representative at the Court of St 
Petersburg was, however, very careful not to abandon 
himself too freely to his liking for the Courland and 
Livonian nobles ; he was careful to allot the lanrest 
half of his attections, or at least of his caresses, 
to Russian Russia, to aboriginal {nastmastchala) 
Muscovy. 

Was this enthusiasm for the mannere and i>eculi- 
arities of the ** Scythians," this love of ** bearskins and 
caviare," genuine ? Wc may be permitted to doubt it; 
>^e may be permitted to suppose that the man who, in 

• "Am der Potcrsbnrgrr Gcscllpchaft," t. ii.. p. 90. 
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virtue of his Grennan superiority, had so often and sa 
loudly expressed his disdain for the Latins and the 
Wallachians, felt in reality a still greater contempt 
for that Slavonic race which every good German 
despises as a race of slaves.^' 

But however this may have been, never had any 
previous ambassador shown so much devotion for the 
Polar Star as M. de Bismarck, nor carried to so great 
tt extent his love for everything Russian. 

He pushed his admiration so far as to have several 
little bears in his house, which (like the foxes at 
Kniephof) would rush into the dining-room during 
dinner, causing a delightful commotion among the 
guests, would lick their master s hands, and nip tJie 
calves of the servants, t 

A devoted Nimrod, he never missed any expedition 
against the black king of the northern forests, and 
^ always careful on these occasions to adopt the 
Muscovite himting costume ; the Russian style of 
driving, indeed, is still dear to him, even in the streets 
rf Berlin. He aflfected a similar interest in the 
literary eftbrts of the country ; he kept a professor of 
Bussian in his house, and learnt sufficient of the 

* In 1862, when he was finallj about to quit his post at St. Petersburg, 
X. de Bismarck received the visit of a colleague, a foreign diplomatist. 
^Biiift being mentioned, the future Chancellor of Germany said : " I havo 
^ habit, when I leave a country in which I have sojourned for any length 
of time, to dedicate to it one of the trinkets on my watch chain, on which I 
**o» my final impression of the country to be engraven ; would you like to 
^^^o^ my final impression of Kussia ? " And ho showed to the somewhat 
Pealed diplomatist a little trinket on which were engraven the words: 
'•i« fiuMw, c'esi le rikknt I " 

tH.de Bismarck has since then presented these quadrupeds to the 
^i<>gical Gardens of the ancient free town of Fraukfort. 
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1dm in his suite, during his journeys to Warsaw and 
Breslau, to meet the Prince Kegent of Prussia. As for 
Prince Gortchakof, he enjoyed more than ever the 
•ociety of his former colleague of Frankfort, and many 
m malicious saying, many a spiteful joke, generally at 
the expense of Austria, circulated through the St. 
Petersburg saloons, which were attributed indifferently 
to one or the other of these two inseparable friends — 
friends whom unkind intriguers were striving to 
separate ! As early as the end of 1859, M. de 
Bismxirck wrote in a private letter : " Austria and her 
dear confederates are intriguing to have me recalled 
to Berlin ; yet I have been very good, but the will of 
God be done ! " Meanwhile, in Berlin, Prussian 
politics had begun httle by little to slide down the 
lapid descent which was to bring them from the 
doudy regions of the " new era '' to that land of 
leahty and action where the friend of Alexander 
ICkhailovitch had so long wished to see them ; and, 
angular to relate, it was precisely the mobilisation of 
the Prussian army in 1859 — the same mobilisation so 
Jiuch condemned by M. de Bismarck — which became 
4e immediate cause of the change which led to such 
Dtealculable consequences. It is now the fashion in 
fiance to represent the Prussian Government as medi- 
tating, during half a century, on a war of revenge 
*fid conquest ; slowly brightening her arms, and 
training successive generations to meet the decisive 
W Nothing, however, can be more erroneous. 

Neither the Government of Frederick William TIL, 
^r that of Frederick William IV., ever nourislied 
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warlike projects, and even the humiliation of Olmiitx 
failed to sting the Minister of War at Berlin. The two 
predecessors of William I. sacrificed only just so 
much to their army as was necessary to keep pace widi 
the other great Powers — just enough to hold reviews 
and to be able to speak of their faithful troops and 
their ever valorous swords ; in reality they were in^ 
clined to exclaim, with the Grand Duke Constantino , 
brother of the Emperor Nicholas: "I hate war; it 
spoils one's armies 1 '' 

The swords of Blucher and of Schamhorst had " 
grown rusty since 1815. Even the adoption of the • 
needle-gun, in 1847, was merely an incident — a : 
scientific experiment; and in 1848 and 1849 the i 
Prussian troops did not shine with any very great' ] 
splendour during the war in the Duchies, and were even j 
miserably disconcerted by the undisciplined bands of the i 
insurorents of Posen and Baden. The brother of the 
king, who commanded the troops in Baden, was pain- 
fully moved by the spectacle presented by his soldiers; 
and after his accession to the regency of the kingdoi&i 
in October, 1856, turned his thoughts incessantly to 
the reformation of the army. It was, however, only 
during the attempted mobilisation, which was essayed 
in consequence of the Italian complicjitions (in the 
summer of 1859), that all the deficiencies and inco-' 
herenei(»8 till then existing in the Prussian military^ 
organisation Ijocame palpable. Two men of superior 
ability, MM. de Moltko and dc Roou, then joined the 
Prince Regent in reforming the military system from 
its very foundation. They showed an intelligence, an 
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eneigy, a rapidity without equal in history ; they knew 
how to take advantage of every scientific discovery ; 
and, above all, they did not allow the precepts to escape 
them that were soon to be taught to the world by the 
formidable civil war in America — precepts rich in 
experiences and in inventions of every kind. 

In spite of the opposition with which they were 
met on every side, these two men created, in the short 
^ttce of six years, an armed force on a totally new 
system — powerful, invincible — and " the instru- 
ment,"* as yet but in a rough and rudimentary stage, 
that was to give proofe of its terrible " perfection " 
on the fatal day of Sadowa 1 No less erroneous is 
abo the opinion, widely spread nevertheless, that the 
Prussians demanded victories and aggrandisements 
of their Government. In order to refute all these 
gratuitous suppositions, it will suffice to remember 
that the several Parliaments of Berlin never ceased 
opposing the plans of army reform, and that they had 
▼ith them the unanimous voice of the people. Ideas 
rf German grandeur, of German power, of German in- 
faence, haunted the minds of professors and writers 
&r more than those of the people. They formed the 
wbjects of academical themes, of fine pieces of 
Aetoric, of grandiloquent essays, and even these 
opinions were more frequent south of the Main than 
to the north of that river. Here, indeed, we have a 

*'*Iii order to come ont yictorions from this war (against A astria) I 
viatad two things : a conviction of tho justice of my cause and ' the in- 
ttmneot ' capable of ensuring my triomph. I mean by this tho Prussian 
imj. I bad no doubts * as to the perfection of the instrument.' " — Reply 
V William L to the Hanoverian dfputcUton, Aufjuat 17 th, 186G. 
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striking proof of the astonishing art of M. de Bismazdr 
in having, to use the words of Munchhausen, " changed' 
fogs into stones, and reared up with them a solid andi'l 
gigantic edifice," in having turned the dreams and 
pirations of philosophers into an overwhehning popublB^^ 
passion. Strength of will, strength of character— ^j 
genius, in fact — can still, in this century of democnitMr j 
equality, play a part of which our poor philosophy ! 
but little suspicion, when it lays every responsifaOiif^J 
and every initiative on the blind fatality of 
" masses," and, as the German proyerb has it, *' 
no longer distinguish the trees from looking so long i 
the forest." Take away from the recent lustoiy 
Prussia the three or four men who answer to ibflf.) 
names of William I., Moltke, Roon, and Bismaidt 
and old Barbarossa might still be sleeping his sleep ~ 
of ages in the caverns of the KyflFhauser. 

Nature is as fond of analogies as of contrasts, anA^ 
thus we find that the antecedents of the Prince Regent - 
who bears to-day the name of William I., EmperaodP' . 
Germany, are not without some parallelism *o 
the past life of the extraordinary man who, at tk^ 
appointed hour, was to forge for him, /e7To et igl^^ 
the imperial crown of Barbarossa. In order to thit>^ 
light upon these antecedents we must refer to t3^ 
posthumous diary of M. von Varnhagen of Ense — ^ 
the liberal, biting, compromising, yet amiable Dange^^ 
of the Court of Berlin — the same diary which M. ^^ 
Bismarck defended in a private letter, in which ^^ 
expressed his surprise at the clamours which \M^ 
publication had given rise to in Berlin. There is ^^ 
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doubt that Prince William strenuously opposed the 
liberal weaknesses wliich distinguished the early period 
flf bis brother Frederick William IV. 's reign. He caused 
certain elaborate memoranda to be drawn . up in 
thich his right to interfere in all the fundamental 
changes taking place in the State was asserted. The 
nnnour that a formal protestation had been put for- 
vud in his name and in that of his descendants, 
igainst any fresh constitutional projects, obtained 
lome credence even in the bosom of the Ministry; 
It all events he only gave his consent to the " feudal " 
ebarter granted by his brother on the 3rd February, 
1847, on the express conditions that the States were 
iKrt to interfere in the budget, and were never to 
ineddle with foreign aflfairs. 

Thus the unpopularity of the heir-presumptive was 
▼ery great before the revolution of 1848 ; and during 
the &tal month of March of that year it was more 
especially against him that the fury of the Berlinese 
was directed — they attributed to him (and wrongly) the 
Older which had been given to fire upon the people. 
He was obliged to quit the coimtry, to undertake a 
"mission" to London, and the populace satisfied their 
malice by inscribing on his palace " national property." 
On lus return from England after the revolutionary 
effervescence had subsided, he placed himself at 
the head of the army (1849), in order to subdue an 
ahBurd insurrection in Baden, and gave out that " im- 
portant military operations" were keeping him in 
4e South of Germany, in order to avoid being pre- 
^t at a solemn sitting of the 6th February, 1850, 
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when King Frederick William took the oath to t 
statutes of limitations. 

After a while, however, and towards the close 
the disappointed and morose reign of his brother, t 
Prince of Prussia relaxed in his reactionary rigoi 
and opposed with vigour the " pietist " influenc 
pervading at that time the Court of Potsdam. Fami 
aflfections and interests aU combined to isolate t. 
prince, and create for him a place apart. The este€ 
and tenderness which the King Frederick William I 
lavished on his queen scarcely consoled her for ^ 
barrenness by which she was alfficted ; and 
sight of her more fortunate sister-in-law, mother 
several children, heirs to her husband's crown, inspl 
her with feelings of irritation and jealousy, which w 
keenly resented by the wife of the heir-presumptivi 

The Princess Augusta was not one to submit tam< 
to any slight. A descendant of that House of Wein 
which has always been distinguished for its love of i 
and pleasure, she had early collected round her a cir 
of her own, and had assumed an attitude which cc 
trasted sufficiently with that of the court to make 1 
contrast seem intentional. These tendencies of t 
Princess Augusta were not without their influence 
her princely husband ; and even the project so lo 
contemplated by the royal couple, of uniting th 
son to the daughter of Queen Victoria, which v 
finally carried out in 1857, was considered an i 
vance made towards gaining popular opinion. Th< 
were, however, not wanting at Potsdam cerb 
courtiers who, according to the temble M. 
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^3niliagen, were asking themselves whether it was not 

^neath the dignity of the House of HohenzoUem to ally 

^ts<?lf with a dynasty which held but a divided sceptre, 

^ud which was subject to a House of Commons ! How 

greatly must the times and the habits at the Court of 

-Potsdam be changed, when we hear of the presumptive 

heiress to the throne of Prussia — that same daughter of 

» ictoria — sending affectionate telegrams to the dying 

I^iictor Strauss, rendering to the author of " The Life 

of Jesus " an homage in extreniis that filled with 

enthusiasm all the valiant knights of the " battle of 

civilisation." Grown accustomed, as it were, for some 

years past, to see in the brother of the king a disciple of 

modem ideas and a champion of the cause of progress, 

the Prussians were not surprised, but were none 

the less pleased, to hear him, on his accession to the 

i^gency, express himself liberally and constitutionally. 

A " new era " was about to dawn for Prussia, and this 

expression was ahnost officially adopted, in order to 

express the change which had taken place in the 

system ; and in a noteworthy address of November 

8th, 1858, wliich the Prince Regent delivered to 

the cabinet which he had just formed, he traced the 

programme of a healing policy, and recommended his 

<iouiicillors to ameliorate all that was arbitrary or 

<^iitrary to the wants of the times. 

While on one hand he restrained himself from in- 
cluiing too much towards liberal ideas, and expressed 
the will " to withstand courageously any demands that 
have not been agreed to," on the other hand he pro- 
^imed his intention of loyally keeping any engagement 
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he may have contracted, and of not repulsing useful 
reforms. The address ends with the sentence, since 
become famous and often quoted, "that Prussia was 
only to make moral conquests in Germany." 

The good understanding between the regent and 
the nation was not, however, to be of long duration ; 
the relations between them increased in bitterness 
and led to a complete rupture, caused more especially 
by the projected army reforms. 

The prince had this reform particularly at hearL . 
The events of 1859 had served to convince him of the 
urgency of a measure which he had secretly cherished 
for several years ; but the deputies of the nation 
declined to agree with him on this point, and opposed 
him in the most tenacious, unshaken manner. They 
could not understand the obstinacy with which the 
prince clung to a plan which fulfilled neither the 
wishes nor supplied the wants of the country ; and they 
laughed at those who pretended that, once in possession 
of his new " instrument,'' the Hohenzollem might also 
in his turn /aire le grand ! 

" We resisted," writes a judicious German writer, 
" the temptiitions of the Frankfort Parliament in 
1849 ; we resisted the provocation of Olmlitz in 1850; 
wo allowed the opportimities of the wars of 1854 and 
1859 to pass ])y us. Love of peace has become 
absolute; tlierr is a complete want of ambition; all 
are Hatisfied with t\\o. political situation which we now 
occupy, and no one can suppose that so peaceful a 
kingdom can be in danger of being menaced by its 
ni^ighbours. Considering, then, this state of a£fair8. 
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any aggrandisement of the army, bringing with it an 
increase of military and civil taxes already sufficiently 
\ieavy, appears to the country as an inconceivable 
caprice on the part of the Government." * 

The Chambers refused the supplies asked for ; the 
Government did without them, and continued to incur 
c^cpenses. The military question thus grew into a 
financial one, and soon became a topic of perpetual 
constitutional conflict. Towards the end of 1861 
^ only remedy for the dead lock seemed to be a 

No less great and irresistible was the change which 
won took place in the ideas of the Court of Potsdam 
^th regard to foreign politics. As the " instrument" 
pew more perfect (and its growth was most rapid) 
questions were asked as to how it could best be 
^niployed. As yet no one knew precisely what was 
banted; but whatever that want might be, it was 
^ftsired with vigour — with a vigour drawn from the bat- 
Wiona which day by day were increasing in strength. 

Certainly " moral " conquests in Germany could 
«rfly now be the only ones aimed at, but it was 
^nght that a moral activity, supported now and 
*pin by the needle-gim, might have the most excel- 
*nt results. The atmosphere was charged with elec- 
tricity and with principles of nationality ; and it was 
^ longer only the rhetoricians and the professors of 
*ke National' Verein who recommended " a Germany 
'Diited by a Prussian needle" {mit Preussischer spitze). 

* ConitMitine Boeisler, " Ghraf Bismarck nnd die deutsche Nation." 
•^1871. 
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When, in the month of October, 1860, the envoy 
Prussia, Count Brassier de Saint-Simon, read M. < 
Schleinitz s celebrated note against the Italian annexi 
tions to Count Cavour, the President of the SardiniaJ 
Council listened in silence ; then, after expressing his re- 
gret at having displeased the Berlin Cabinet, he declared 
that he felt himself consoled by the thought tW 
" Prussia would one day be grateful to Piedmont for tlw 
example the latter had just set her." In France, tin 
democratic journals — the organs devoted to the "nei 
right " — could not sufficiently praise "the PiedmonteK 
mission " of the House of Hohenzollem ; and we hav« 
already mentioned the encouragements that Napo 
leon III. sent to Berhn in the year 1858. The visits 
William I. to the Emperor of the French at Com 
pifegne, in October, 1861, was in this respect a sti 
more significant symptom, as none of the norther 
sovereigns had as yet paid this mark of courtesy t 
the elect of universal suffrage. Sti-ange rumour 
began to circulate from that time as to an alliance c 
the three courts of the Tuileries, St. Petersburg, an< 
Berlin, which continued until the month of March 
1868. Publications — whose origin was mysterioitf 
but which showed a great fund of information ic 
specting political affairs — spoke of '^ great aggJo 
memtlom of States to be resolved by the three race 
— the Roman, the Slavonic, and the Germanic, vrid 
which corresponded the three centres of gravitation" 
France, Pnissia, and Russia ; alluded also to th 
definite establishment of the peace of the world by 
triple alliance of these universal vionarchies, whoi 
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disfinguishing features would be not only the three 
principal races of the European system, but also its 
liree great Christian Churches !" * 

Lord Palmerston declared about this time in 
Parliament, with his British ingenuousness, " that the 
litiiation was pregnant with at least half-a-dozen 
respectable wars ;" and, in spite of the obscurity which 
«fll overclouds the transactions of 1861-62, we cannot 
doubt that Napoleon III. cherished in the recesses 
tf his soul some vague and gigantic combination that 
Aould embrace at once the East and the West, and 
tliich Prince Gortchakof prepared with his usual 
ixterity to take advantage of Whatever may 
We been the truth of these hidden designs, the 
HohenzoUem could not but be satisfied with his 
^mm at Compi&gne, which he remembered with 
Wttne emotion two years aftx?rwards in his polite reply 
to the invitation to the congress. In October, 1861, 
Napoleon III. employed, no doubt, the same language 
^ which he afterwards expressed himself by the 
Jttouth of the Marquis Pepoli, a language prophetic 
^"the great destinies which awaited Prussia in 
Germany, and which Germany expected her to 
fiilfil." 

It was thus that internal difficulties and exterior 
^cilities, internal parliamentary conflicts and external 
l^litical friendships, combined towards the end of 
1861 in impelling the King of Prussia to form ener- 

* See the remarkable pamphlet entitled '' Earopa's Cabinete and Alii- 
*^n," Leipzig, 1862. It is the work of a Russian diplomatist celebrated 
m political literature, the same whose book on the Pentarchic had so great a 
•Woew at the time of the July Monarchy. 
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Setic resolutions. A vigorous man was wanted for tl 
vigorous measures that were in coiitemplation, ai 
all eyes were naturally turned towards the railii 
{frondeur) diplomatist at St Petersburg, who durii 
several successive years had never ceased criticisii 
the ministers of the " new era/' nor ceased condenmii 
their foreign as well as their home policy. In spite of tl 
promise which he had made to himself, " to take n 
the position of a philosophic observer," M. de Bisman 
did not fail to score his points fix>m time to tin 
during 1860-61, and to repeat most untiringly the pr 
cept of Strafford "to be thorough" {d Toutixince !). ^ 
see him making several tours in (Jermany during tl 
time, seeking to meet the chief of the State, to infOT 
him of his ideas, and to present him with dive 
memoranda. In October, 1861, on the very eve 
the journey to Compifegne, he submitted to the kii 
a small work which he hoped would obtain son 
success; a work whose tenor it is not difficult 1 
divine, if we take the trouble to read a private lett< 
written by him a few days previously (Septemb 
2nd, 1861), filled with opposition to a programff 
of politics which the Prussian Conservative party ha 
just published. In this curious letter he inveigl 
most violently against the Bund, " that hotbed < 
'particularism,' demands a closer {styriffer) concei 
tration of the armed forces of Germany, and a moi 
natural outline for the frontiers of the States." B« 
first of all, he warns his party against the dangero 
fiction of a unity which, it is supposed, tcoxdd ex 
hettoeen the different conservative inte^^ests. Inde€ 
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to triumph over this dangerotis Jktion, so deeply 
engrafted in many minds^ was the one great difficulty 
of the future minister of William I. — ^his omne tulit 
fundum ; for it is not easy in such matters to dis- 
tinguish reality from fiction ; it is even sometimes 
fcrilous to discuss them ; and a Ketz would certainly 
lire repeated, with regard to conservative interests, 
tie saying he had so subtly uttered about the rights of 
tke people and those of the king, " that they never 
ipee so well as by keeping silence." M. de Bismarck 
kd yet many times to fight against this " fiction " at 
Berlin as at St. Petersburg ; and if the enlightened 
iiid acute mind of his friend Alexander Mikhailovitch 
iDowed itself to be convinced without much resistance, 
it was not so with the Hohenzollem, who, at a later 
period, and on several decisive occasions, was to be 
Wt by scruples, by shiverings, and by what Falstaff 
tenns " tertian agues of the conscience." 

On the return of William I. from Compifegne, 
the nomination of the Knight of the Mark to the 
direction of affairs was already regarded as settled. 
H de Bismarck arrived immediately afterwards, in 
orfer to assist at the king's coronation at Konigsberg, 
md only returned to St. Petersburg in order to take 
liis final farewell. In the beginning of May, 1862, 
Jte was again at Berlin, and was present at the great 
nulitary parade which took place in the capital on the 
occasion of the consecration of the statue of Count 
of Brandenburg (May 17th). Politicians, deputies, 
•od great functionaries already looked upon him as 
the future 'Tolignac" of Prussia. The hopes and fears 



126 THE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

that such anticipations were sure to awaken 
however, not so soon to be realised ; and societ 
disconcerted by learning that M. de Bismarc 
been appointed to the post of ambassador at 
Was it that he still hesitated to lift up the I 
of power, or did he prefer to await the resi 
the new elections to which Prussia was about t 
recourse ? It is more probable that, before ii 
rating his combative government, he may have \ 
to add yet a few more interviews to those 
he had already had at Compifegne, to take once 
the measure of a man on whom it was then u 
saUy believed depended the destinies of Europ 
to generally prepare French opinion for the new 
he was about to attempt. 

He only remained two months in Paris, < 
the lovely months of June and July ; but this 
sojourn was more than sufficient to complel 
studies and clear up his doubts. He had 
than one conversation with the sovereign of F 
whose profound ideas, whose least word, whose 
silence, furnished topics of admiration to the 
world at this epoch ; and whom the future 
queror of Sedan did not hesitate to designal 
his confidential moments, as " the eml>od 
of misunderstood incapacity." He jJso asso< 
with the influential men of the goverimient a 
society, and tried to rally tlH.*m round his idea; 
his projects. He did not conceal the fact tin 
sovereign would very soon require his services 
he demonstrated with great openness the lii 
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conduct he intended pursuing under the circum- 
stances. That which history will the most admire 
in the present Chancellor of Germany is the supreme 
art with which he makes use of the truth ; he is a 
genius who has known how to give to truth itself all 
the poHtical virtues of falsehood. Very cunning 
ind very astute as to his means, he has, for all that, 
ibrays displayed in pursuit of his ends an in- 
genuousness and an amount of indiscretion that has 
never had its equal; and it was thus that in Paris, 
daring 1862, he imparted some of those astonishing 
confidences which only amused when they ought to 
have caused the most serious reflections.'"' 

"France," said M. de Bismarck then and after- 
wards, in 1862, in 1864, in 1865 — in short, at all his 
interviews with French statesmen, "France would 
be wrong to take umbrage at the growth of Prussian 
influence, or be offended by her possible territorial 
aggrandisement at the expense of the smaller States. 
Of what use, of what assistance, are those petty States 
without a will, without strength, without an army ? 
However wide-spreading the desires and wants of 
Prussia may be, they must necessarily be bounded 
by the Main — the river Main is Prussia's natural 
frontier. Beyond that river Austria will retain, will 
«ven increase, its preponderance ; so that in Germany 
there will always be two powers acting as a useful 
^counterpoise one to the other. Public peace will be 
Wnefited, and France will certainly lose nothing ; she 

* See " Pr^liminairefl do Sadowa," chap. i. 
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will even derive immense advantages in 
and in her transactions with the world. 

" Prussia is, in eflFect, very badly made 
impossible shape; on the side of Cassel 
she has *no stomach/ and on the side 
' her shoulder is out of joint ; ' she floats 
and this painful situation condemns her m 
follow in all things the politics of Vien 
Petersburg, and to revolve unceasingly in 
the Holy Alliance. Were she better si 
3olidly placed, complete in her members, 
be independent, would have more libe 
movements, * the liberty to form alliances 
alliance could be more desirable for her t 
the French empire ? More than one qr 
undecided, and almost insoluble, migh 
entered into with perfect safety — the Vt 
Eastern question — who can tell ? Perhap 
of Poland ! 

" Lastly, if the possibly increasing siz< 
threatened to become excessive and 
balance of power, what is to prevent ] 
enlarging her own territor}' in her turn ? 
she not take possession of Belgium, and, 
' stamp out that nest of demagogues ? ' 
the Cabinet of Berlin would not oppos 
cuique, that is the ancient and venerable i 
Prussian monarchy." 

All this was lightly, attractively, and 
and accompanied by various ho7i inotSy i 
ingenious or malicious, at the expense of t 
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of the period ; for example, at the expense of 
the House of Lords at Berlin, composed of respectable 
perruques ;* at the expense of the Chamber of 
Deputies, composed equally of perruques, but not so 
respectable; and at the expense of an august personage, 
Ae most respectable, but the most unmanageable, of 
all the perruques. 

M. de Bismarck's success in Paris during his two 
months' stay was almost as great as that achieved 
Affing his sojourn of three years on the banks of the 



Men of importance, those occupying high positions, 
^re careful, however, not to rate him too high ; they 
readily acknowledged that he was a clever man, but 
«ould not make up their minds that his cleverness 
W any serious side. 

Nor was he better appreciated by a sage who at 

^ tune was living in retirement, but who, in the 

Diidst of his favourite studies, yet followed with atten- 

«Jn, even with ardour, the great events of the world. 

One evening in the month of June, 1862, in the 

vdl-taown salons of the Place St. George, where 

tfce brilliant and caustic talents of M. Thiers drew 

around him all the more moderate opposers of the 

Second Empire, the suddenly-announced name of 

his Excellency the Prussian ambassador fell like a 

thunderbolt at the feet of the astonished host and 

his equally astonished guests, the ambassadors at 

the Court of the Tuileries being at that time very 

careful to avoid the marked house of " the illustrious 

* Wigs ; meaning wigs with no brains under them. 

C 



130 TUE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

national historian." The general astonishment be- 
came even greater when M. de Bismarck, joining 
immediately in the conversation, began an exposition 
of his future political plans, should his royal master 
ever place him at the head of affairs. 

The assembly agreed unanimously that the ambas- 
sador was very bizarre, and his frankness appeared 
to them *' a sort of ironical challenge addressed to 
tbeir credulity." 

A few days later M. Thiers returned the call of the 
ambassador, who said to liim suddenly, in the midst of 
the interview, in the most good-natured and off- 
hand manner: "Confess it, you are sulking in your 
retreat with your friends and your books." "I must 
respect my opinions," replied the French statesman. 
"You are right,'' was the answer; "one ought to 
entertain strong opinions, but one ought to strive for 
power to carry them into effect. And having given 
vent to this characteristic maxim, the Prussian envoy 
added : " See here ; I will aiTange your affair with 
the Emperor ; " and in the look which accompanied 
this i)r()position, his listener seemed to read the secret 
tIiou:j;lit, Be minister, and we two will remake the 
map of Europe*. 

Tlu' former minister of Louis Philippe turned the 
ccmvcrsation, setting aside by a gesture both the offer 
and the idea, and was not long in taking leave of 
tliis cxtraunlinary man. 

He was not to see liim again until he met him, 
(>inrht years later, at Versailles, conqueror of Napo- 
leon 111. and muster of France. 
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During the latter part of July, the new repre- 
sentative of Prussia at the Court of the Tuileries 
UDdertook a pleasure trip through the South of 
Fiance. He i^ccessively visited Chambord, Bor- 
<ieaux, Avignon, Luchon, Toulouse, and made an 
excursion in the Pjnrenees. " The Castle of Cham- 
lord," he writes, in a letter dated the 27th July, 
1862, "resembles, in its isolation, the destiny of its 
possessor. Those great halls and porticoes, where 
once kings and their mistresses held their festivals, 
«iB now empty but for a few of the childhood's toys 
of the Due de Bordeaux. The porteress, who was my 
^de, took me for a Legitimist, and squeezed out 
* tear as she showed me a small cannon that had 
<8ice belonged to her prince. I paid her an extra 
franc for the tear, although my sympathies little incline 
^e to swell the subscription lists of Legitimism." 

At Bordeaux he was delighted to be able ''to 

rtndj in the original, and at the door of their cellars, 

tie great masters named Laffitte, Mouton, Pichon, 

I«aro8e, Margaux, Branne, Armillac," &c., who are 

^J known in Germany by means of "very bad 

translations." He was delighted with his tour in 

tie Pyrenees, but more especially with the baths of 

Biarritz and St. Sebastian. He " devotes himself 

entirely to the sun and the salt sea ;" he completely 

ignored all politics, and ignored the very meaning of 

journals or despatches. It was at this moment (end of 

September, 1862) that he received an imperative notice 

5rom his sovereign to return to Berlin. The elections 

lad produced the most deplorable results; and an 

K 2 
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immense majority of the new Chamber was composed 
of progressists. They had not been able to come to 
any decision in Berlin as to the choice of a future 
president for the Ministry — " a lid for the government 
saucepan," as M. de Bismarck expresses it. He was to 
take the portfolio of foreign affairs, filling at the 
same time the other post for a while. 

Burnt by southern suns, and fortified by the waves 
of the ocean — "browned and salted" — ^the whilom 
aspirant to the post of superintendent of dykes in a 
district of the Mark returned to his country to assume 
the highest post in the State. 

As he passed through Avignon, he gathered that 
olive branch which has been so often commented on — 
that sign of his future reconciliation with the demo- 
crats which he showed to M. d'Ester on his first 
entry into the Chamber. He only, so to say, passed 
through Paris this time, but still remained there long 
enough to utter a characteristic speech, which defined 
his whole programme. " Liberalism," said the chosen 
chief of the Prussian Government, in bidding farewell 
at the office on the Quai d'Orsay, " Liberalism is but 
a child, easily brought to reason ; but Revolution is a 
power, and you must know how to use it." 



CHAPTER V. 



THE CAMPAIGNS OF THE VISTULA AND THE ELBE. 



^^^■tniiatioa of Genios and Chance in the Achievements of M. de Bismarck — 
Situation of Enrope on his Accession to the Ministry (September, 1862) 
— Intunacj existing between France and Bnssia — The Polish Insurrection 
(JtoOMy, 1863) — A Nation's Suicide — European P0II7 — Lord John 
l^onell—WiBe Hesitations on the Part of the French Gk)vemment — 
^onoQstranoeB in favour of Poland — Exasperation of Bussia — Popu- 
fety and great Position of Prince Gortchakof — Benefits derived by M. 
(b Biamarck from the Change in the Situation— His first Efforts — Views 
«f Ptossia with regard to the Vistula — Siogpilar Conversation with the 
^ice-President of the Chamber — Saying of M. de Bismarck d propot 
^ the 8p€ctateur profane — The Duchies of the Elbe — M. de Bismarck 
■unolates Indifference on the Question of the Duchies — Profound 
S^tiifaction of Lord John Bussell and M. Quade — Minute of the 14th 
^ber, 1863 — Last Despatches on the Subject of Poland— Withdrawal 
of England, and Displeasure of Franco— The Emperor Napoleon IIL 
Proposes a Congress (November 5th, 1863) — Anxieties of Lord John 
^^*>i>ell, and Bupturo of all European Unanimity — M. de Bismarck 
I*<Bcipitates the Federal Execution in Holstein — Sudden Death of the 
^ of Denmark, Frederick VII. (November 15th, 1863)— Besolution 
^ Acuteness of M. de Bismarck : ho sets aside England, France, 
Austria, and the secondary States — Revolutionary Europe of 1848, and 
HoDarchical Europe of 1864 — ^The Dismemberment of a Monarchy — 
^^^linan Services rendered to Prussia in the Campaign of the Elbe. 

^Wever great a share genius may have had in the 
achievements of M. de Bismarck, it is impossible to 
^^Jiythat much of their success has been due to 
^nce, to a most extraordinary concourse of for- 
^^tous circumstances — in one word, to that goddess 
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Fortune, whose praises the minnesingers of th.^ 
middle ages were never tired of celebrating, and 
whom even Dante has not failed to commemorate in 
his immortal lines as " flashing on its way like a 
meteor through the skies, its destination ever hid 
like a snake in the grass." 

We must doubtless admire the wonderful audacity 
with which the German Chancellor has again and 
again cast the " iron dice of fate," and we may 
even suspect, with the witty Abb^ Galiani, the pre- 
sence of at least one loaded die in such a per- 
sistent run of sixes. It is nevertheless a fact that, 
in his long career, the President of the Berlin Council 
has often met, at the most decisive moments, with 
extraordinary turns of good fortune which could not 
have been calculated ui)on or foreseen by the mofft 
astute ]X)litician, and where the daring of the player 
has had but the merit — but that no inconsideraU^ 
one — of having taken the tide of fortune at its flood, 
and of not having missed the smallest eddy of the 
rushing watew of luck. 

<Jne of these splendid turns of fortune, one of 
these i>erfectly astounding events befell the minister 
of William I. on his accession to power in the month 
of January, 18G3. This event laid the foundation 
of his futui-e grandeur, was the starting-point of his 
action in Euroi>e— the fulcrum of Archimedes fn>ui 
which he eventually raised a whole world of daring 
projecto, and one we must fully take into considem- 
tioiu 

idea with which M. de Bismarck was imbued 
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when first he assumed the reins of govermnent, was 
the aggrandisement, " the rounding oflF " of the 
monarchy of Frederick 11. He had akeady declared 
his feelings on the subject during his stay in Paris, 
and he repeated them openly in the first sitting of 
the Commission in the Chamber at Berlin, barely a 
week after his accession to the Ministry (September 
29th, 1862). 

He certainly did not foresee to what extent he 
was to carry out his ideas, to what extent he was to 
carry through Germany conquests no longer only of 
a "moral nature;" but he foresaw from the beginning 
ftat Austria would always be his resolute adversary, 
Mid he shaped his course accordingly.^ 

The only question which preoccupied him was the 
rititude which the other great powers of Europe might 
*88ume with respect to certain eventualities. Among 
these he did not reckon England. With his usual 
political perspicacity he had seen at an early date to 
^hat a state of tameness and gentleness the excellent 
Manchester schooling had reduced the once fiery lion ; 
ind his convictipn that ** proud Albion " would not 
i^bel, but would even quietly submit to be slighted, 
tte more than justified during the piteous Danish 
campaign. " England has for many a year been erased 
from all my political calcidations," said he, in course of 
pivate conversation a few years afterwards ; " and do 
you know since when I began to reckon without her ? 

* 8m the celebrated cironlar despatch of M. de Bismarck, dated Jannary 
^^ 1863, in which be describes his canons interviews with M. de Karoyli, 
^ Austrian ambassador, during the closing months of 1862, shortly after 



1S6 TEE TWO CHAXCELLORS. 

Si^vV lie c:iy on which she renounced, of her o 
frtv- will, her n^ht ro the Ionian Islands. A po^ 
whicl: vx;?-?^'^ :o rako. and begins to give up, 
.-u; vxi..u>:v\l p.^wor."" There still remained Fra 
?.::i Kusi?:,^ : and he was not without hope that^ 
0Art:\;l nAr.A^:s:enr, ho might bring both of th 
\<\\\T< :o ri-ii^iru w::h favour, or at the least not 
::;:sr:\rt.^ w::h. Pmssiiin designs. 

i^:; ::u :<i::k5 o: the Neva the old grievances b 
of ;V.i^ Ot:::u,u: w.\r <:ill flourished, but half pacii 
l>v ::;o \vr*r in LombiU\ly. There were the fi 
oMiT ::c> cx:>::r.c K^rwot-n the Gottorps and 
Ho!;i::ro'.\n:> — :io> which had become stronger 
I.Ko, ::iA::k> :.^ :V.o in^orts of M. de Bismarck dur 
!\is sv^v^v.n; in S:. Foror^bunr. Lastlv, there was 
tV:o!^; A.t\,i:;v::r Mikhailovirch, his former collea| 
:\: VVoV.ktor:, >v^ ;j::;uboii to the new minister 
\V:V,:,-:u I., so ;;: ur.ison wirh him in his hatred 
Av.s:r:.^. sv^ ihv-rv^Uirl.iy awrov of the "danger 
Tuiioti * of ;*. ivmb:i.,^.::on Ktween all 'Conservat 
uiiiivsis, ihi :\w I'c.nks of the Suine, at 
TviiKrirs, >o n:iu'h foaivd in those days, a so 
n'ii:n liold sway who, in strivini: to acoomj^lish 
wt'lhuv o( hinnaniiv, w;i5 f:ist cndanirerinir i 
of Fratii-^', and wlioso dimmt d ainl vacillating si; 
i'ouKl rasilv bo dazzled bv ilanu'liiiir before it 
i^Iories of the *' new riirlit " and the freedom 
\'eniee. 

I>04<ide8, since the Conjrross of Paris there 1 
«ri«en Ivtween the two Cabinets of the Tiiileries a 
St Petersburg an ever-increasing " cordiality/' 
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which Prussia waa beginning to largely share. Were 
there not, after taking all these things into considera- 
tion, strong hopes that these two powers, so friendly 
to one another, and so antagonistic to Austria, might, 
if they did not assist, at least maintain a benevolent 
neutrality towards Prussia in her meditated designs ? 
And yet these designs were profoimdly antagonistic 
to all the interests and deeply-rooted traditions of 
Buasia as well as to those of France. To substitute 
Jtt the centre of Europe a great military and aggres- 
sive kingdom in lieu of a peaceful and " purely de- 
fensive" confederation, would be to create such 
'tonifest drawbacks, such palpable dangers to the 
■ecurity and the equilibrium of the world, that M. 
^ Bismarck was not able to flatter himself with 
^ much hope from these quarters. The bitter ani- 
^■^ties of the Winter Palace and the gentle dreams 
* the Tuileries would scarcely long prevail against 
?^<^phical realities and stern facts. 

Unless at Paris and St. Petersburg there was a com- 
plete want of statesmen possessing even the slightest 
Political discernment, or the slightest knowledge of 
^^ national histories, it would be impossible for the 
*^o governments of Kussia and France to witness 
^th indifierence so complete a revolution in the 
Wance of the Continent. From benevolent their 
^utrality would not fail to become watchful and 
*fcen alarmed — would even change* into actual hos- 
tility in the face of Prussian success ; and the very 
''cordiality" that existed between the two empires, 
apparently so fiivourable to Prussia, would only 
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become one peril the more by facilitating a 
prompt and decisive measures they might wish 
undertake against the House of Hohenzollem. Tl 
being the situation of Europe at the beginning 
1 S63, it naturally ensued that the minister of TV 
li;un L should ardently desire — should, in his mi 
s^mguine moments, invoke some imexpected incide 
that would irremediably estrange <he two emperc 
Aloxiuivler 11. and Napoleon III., that would i 
awtiken in St. Petersbunj all the old rancorous feelin 
ag^iinsr Vienna, and permit Prussia to unite herself 
Riu^a bv ties of a vet strono^er and more indissolul 
naturw while yet maintaining her friendly intercoui 
with the Fn?noh Cabinet. ** Chimeras !" would ha 
Iveu the exclamation of even the hanliest construct 
of hvjxnheses : '* such a problem of political alchen 
;uul algx^bra is not worthy the contemplation of 
serious mind!" Yet chance, that Providence of tl 
fortunate ones of earth, was not long before it brougl 
alnnit an event which si^lveil in M. de Bismarcl 
favmir every condition of this problem, fulfilling h 
sivuungly vision;u*y wishes on every point. 

** If Italy did not exist we should have to ii 
vent her," w;uii the Siiying in 1865 of the Presidd 
of the Council at IhtHu.* In the month of Januai] 
18G3» this was prv>l>id>ly his opinion respecting th 
Polish nuestivnu History otlVrs few examples of a 
rapid* si> luuniliating a descent from the sublime t 
the odious and dis;istrous, ;is that which was presente 
to tho world in the lamentable drama played out oi 

• L» Marmora^ " Un p<5 piii di lace/' p. 69. 
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the banks of the Vistula, which, after running its 
course fiill of bitter agonies for two years, ended in a 
final catastrophe in the month of January, 1863, 
in celebration, as it were, of the joyous accession of 
IL de Bismarck to the head of affairs. 

Certainly there was much that was elevated and 
poetical in those first manifestations at Warsaw, when 
a jK)pulace, so long and so cruelly tried, knelt in 
unison before the palace of the king's lieutenant, in 
filent appeal, holding nothing in their hands but the 
•pnbol of Christ's crucifixion, and asking for nothing 
**bQt their God and their country !" The king s lieu- 
tenant, who was no other than the old hero of Sebas- 
bpol, Prince Michael Gortchakof, shrank with horror 
fiom 80 unequal, so strange a contest ; he appealed 
*o St Petersburg, and — miracle of divine mercy ! — 
from the source from whence during thirty years had 
^^ed no other orders than those of blood and torture, 
^w for the first time issued mandates of clemency 
^d moderation. 

A generous instinct seemed to pervade the govern- 
^g and intelligent classes in Kussia at this period; 
^eas of reform and emancipation were abroad; the 
^8teem of Europe and the friendship of France were 
'Valued; and there was a sincere desire to conciliate 
Poland. The Emperor Alexander II. sent his brother 
to Warsaw, and a patriot of exceptional vigour of 
laind and character undertook the civil government ; 
rfttcation, law, administration, all were invested witli 
Ae stainp of nationality, and a degree of modest in- 
dependence was guaranteed to the country. 
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victorious, and succeeded in plunging into futile 
revolt an unhappy people who for the last century 
seem to have taken upon themselves the task of 
astomshing the world by periodical resurrections, and 
by disappointing it, at the same time, alas ! by equally 
frequent periodical suicides. 

The criminal folly of this nation was only equalled 
«y the no less guilty folly which Europe displayed 
^ encouraging it. 
Europe, which had not dared to touch on the 
question during the Crimean war, thought fit 
**> sympathise and sport with it at this most unseason- 
«^e and desperate moment I Lord John Russell was 
fte first to enter the Usts, In 1861 he had written the 
«nou8 despatch to Sir J. Hudson, and had persuaded 
%land, as well as himself, that in doing so he had 
I ^ehrered Italy. In the following year, in the cele- 
f '^Wied Grotha despatch, he had invented for Denmark 
* constitution of the most original description, divided 
^to four parts, with four parliaments ; and had thus- 
8^en the signal for the dismemberment of the Scandi- 
^vian monarchy. This time he thought proper to re- 
^lamend parliamentary institutions for Poland, and on 
the observation of the Russian ambassador that it would 
*^ diflScult for the Czar to give to his Polish subjects 
Privileges not even possessed by the Russians, he asked, 
^th the greatest simplicity, why the same benefit 
not be extended to the whole of Russia ! * 



'Why indeed shonld representative institutions not be accorded, at 
*n»e time, to the kingdom of Poland and to the empire of Eussia ?" — 
^«WcHo/ Lord John BnuBtll to Lord Napier, 10th April, 18^3. 



J/ 
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ind friendly attitude towards the Czar during 1861 
md 1862, in spite of the interest taken by the Parisian 
vesB in the " dramatic " incidents at Warsaw ; and in 
pte of several animated debates which took place 
II the English Parliament, which referred to France, 
ttvever, more than to Russia. British statesmen, 
ndeed, had thought fit, during the two consecutive 
|ms of 1861-62, to embarrass the Cabinet of the 
Wleries in no small degree in its Russian leanings, 
Ij frequent and sympathetic allusions to Poland. 

Lord Palmerston especially, in a very clever speech 
rf April 4th, 1863, took an opportunity of extolling 
4e Poles, of celebrating their " untamable, inextin- 
pishable, exhaustless patriotism;" and did not neglect 
to remind them of the cruel deceptions practised upon 
ftem " at a former period " by a French emperor. 

Napoleon III. continued to withstand all unwise 
QWions from within, as well as all interested sug- 
pations from without. Even on the jth February, 
■fter the event of the fatal rising, M. Billault, the 
fi^esman of the Corps L^gislatif, sternly condemned 
ie Polish insurrection as the work of " revolutionary 
•srions," and forcibly insisted on the danger " of 
«de88 speeches and vain protestations ;" but the noisy 
ognage of the English minister, the enigmatical 
titode of Austria, and finally the military convention 
iiduded by M. de Bismarck with Russia (Februjuy 
h, 1863), and which he loudly proclaimed, at last 
mod the scale Mter having laboured so hard 
ring seven years in order to gain Russian cor- 
Uitif after having sacrificed to this object nearly all 
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minister is quite excusable for not having done so. He 
let them have their say and cover him with the glory 
rf having repulsed a fresh invasion, and " vanquished 
Europe :" scripsit et salvavit ! 

He was loaded with favours by his august master, 
leceived the enthusiastic ovations of his compatriots, 
lod became the idol of the nation, sid^ by side with 
M. Katkof and the sanguinary Mouravief During 
a entire year, throughout the whole of Kussia, even 
ia its most obscure comers, no banquet was ever 
Wd without the three " blessed saviours " being eulo- 
gised in speeches, pledged in toasts, or congratulated 
^ telegrams ; and, whatever repugnance the des- 
ttndant of the Eouriks and the nursling of the 
dttsical humanities may have felt at being coupled 
Wh a raging journalist and a bloodthirsty execu- 
*i«ier, he sacrificed his feelings to the love of 
*o«ntry and of popularity. In his benevolent anxiety 
^ receive the homages which w^ere being showered 
'pwi him on all sides, he forgot himself so far as to 
4mk, with his stereotyped smile, the German no- 
Mity of the Baltic for a diploma of honorary citizenship 
^ch they had sent him ; and the national party re- 
poached him somewhat bitterly for the " culpable 
^fiusion " which he had displayed on the occasion. 

Alexander Mikhaiilovitch received all the honours 
rf the melancholy campaign of 1863. The profits 
^re absorbed by another — by his former colleague at 
Jiankfort, the President of the Council at Berlin, who 
^ them to construct a secure and solid foundation 
*^ his future plans. 
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We are now able to contemplate, fix)m a Ptum 
point of view, the situation created about the enc 
1863 by the great European interference in the affi 
of Poland. 

England's state of beatific quiescence had b 
duly verified; France and Eussia were iirepara 
embroiled ; the ill-feeling against Austria had 
come even stronger in St. Petersburg; the Pruas 
minister had more than ever the right to reckon u] 
the grateful friendship of Prince Gortchakof ; a: 
lastly, it was not difficult to foresee that, after 
palpable repulse at Warsaw, the Caesar of the " i 
right" would hasten to cast his eyes on Vcn: 
would wish to " do something for Italy," and wo 
show himself all the more favourable towards 
youthful Northern power" in its enterprises agai 
the Hapsburgs, as the Napoleonic spirit of proph 
had already long ago assigned to this youthful poi 
"the highest destinies in Germany." 

It would, however, be doing too much honour 
human genius to suppose that M. de BismaK-k 1 
any clear or precise idea of the benefits which woi 
accrue to him through the Polish insuiTection. Ma 
cii-cumstances tend rather to indicate that, especia 
at first, the Prussian minister \^s only gi'oping in t 
dark, and seeking a putli in a somewhat haphaza 
direction and by cross-roads. Another fact worthy 
be noted, and which now offers some food for refl* 
tion, is, that M. d^ Bismarck, who had lived for seve 
years in Russia, and mtide the country his espec 
fitudy, seems to have entertained the most seri( 
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doubts as to the strength of that empire in 1863, and 
to have even carried his doubts so far as not to believe 
it capable of quelling the foolhardy rebellion of the 
unfortunate Polish youths. 

He expressed his apprehensions on this point to 
tie plenipotentiaries of England and Austria,^' and 
tctuaDy went so far as to make some astonishing con- 
fidences on this sutject to the Vice-President of the 
Prussian Chamber, M. Behrend t 

"This question," said, in the month of February, 
tk minister of William I., "may be decided in two 
^ys: either we must lend our proftipt assistance 
to fiussia, and aid it in quelling the insurrection, 
*> as to be able to lay before the Western Powers a 
jto accompli ; or, we must allow the situation to 
Income more developed and more aggravated, wait 
^il the Kussians have been driven from tlie 
kingdom or reduced to ask for help, and then 
advance boldly, invest the kingdom with troops, 
^ take possession on Prussia's account ; at the 



• "At every preocdiog interview M. do Bismarck has always mentioned 
*^ the probabilitj that the Bassian army would not be sufficiently strong 
Vitifle the insorrcction." — Despatch of Sir Andrew Buchanan, February 21, 
'^ He held the same language to the Austrian minister, Count Karolyi. 
^ the other hand, immediately on hearing of the arrival of the Prussian 
for the conclusion of a military convention, the Grand Duke Con- 
b's diplomatic Secretary wrote, on February 4, " While duly recog- 
the conrteons intention of these gentlemen's mission, I cannot quite 
ite motive. There is no pericolo (sic \) in mora, and wo scarcely yet 

the oo-operation of foreign troops Tho Prussian Govem- 

**tt if painting the devil much blacker than he is in reality." — Confidential 
'^^^sUh cfM. de Tengoborski to M, I/Oubril, Russian minister at Berlin. 

t The German papers of the time published this converpation as 
**u»g from M. Behrend himself, who never contradicted them. See^ 
*">i>Bgotbeni, the Cologne Gazette, February 22nd, 18G3. 

L 2 
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end of three years everything down there wouli 
be Germanised." "But you mean this for a ball^ 
room joke ! " cried the stupefied Vice-President (thi^ 
conversation took place at a court ball). " No," wa* 
the answer, " I am speaking seriously on serious 
topics. The Russians are weary of the kingdom^ 
the Emperor Alexander told me so himself at St, 
Petersburg." 

Tins plan of recovering the £h>ntier of the Vistula, 
lost since the battle of Jena, often haunted the mind 
of M. de Bismarck during 1863. Let it, however, be 
well understood that this " rectification of the Prusman 
firontier" was only meant to be obtained with the 
willing acquiescence of Alexander XL, though means 
were not neglected that might have forced him to 
give it. 

3iL de Keudell, one of the most confidential 
friends of the minister and the present representative 
of Germany at the Court of Victor Emmanuel, was 
then a ver}' large landed proprietor in the kingdom 
of Polan<l, antl took advantage of his intercourse with 
the leaders of that unhappy countr}' to insinuate thfr 
advisability of their appealing to Berlin, and aakins* 
for a temporar}' occupation of the country by Prussiaxa. 
troops, who would protect them from Russian cruelties I 

If we were to go more deeply into the histoiy 
of this fatal insurrection, we might light upon other 
Prussisiji agents, more obscure perhaps, but far more 
compromising than M. de Keudell. 

Did the President of the Berlin Council evef 
Berionaly hope to obtain such important results frou*^ 
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the " weariness " of the Emperor Alexander, or from 
the friendship of Prince Gortchakof ? 

Whatever may have been his hopes or his after- 
thoughts, M. de Bismarck displayed an almost feverish 
ttxiety in airing before the Western world his thorough 
agreement with the Russian Vice-Chancellor. He 
oiade him the spontaneous, almost impetuous oflfer of a, 
military convention ; defended him on every occasion ; 
ttd never failed to assist him most faithfully in every 
passage of arms with the Cabinets of England, France, 
aid Austria ; bearing with pleasure the first fire of 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys' notes, cheerfully enduring the 
miversal clamours of the press, and haughtily replying 
to all interrogations put to him by his Parliament. 
The great men of the " progress " party were puzzled, 
ttd on this occasion, as on many others, could not 
understand the politics of their " Polignac ; " they 
tttasidered them to be inopportime, even perilous, 
ttd demanded where in all this lay the interests of 
Germany ? To which the " Polignac" replied one day 
lythis veiled but significant imagery, that, ** placed 
Wore the diplomatic chessboard, the uninitiated spec- 
teor thinks the game finished with every fresh move, 
ttd often fancies that the players must have lost sight 
rftheir original plans." 

Certainly M. de Bismarck never lost sight of 
Kb one object, namely, the aggrandisement of 
fniasia; but it is certain that up to the autumn 
rf 1863 he had not yet settled upon any plan, 
wt was " moving his pieces forward in various 
^tions, waiting for the inspiration of chance to 
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Prussia was greatly tempted to take the secondary 

ites, the Diet of Frankfort, and M. de Kecjiberg at 

word, and to drag them into a war against 

rk, which would endow Prussia with the 

icent harbour of Kiel, and permit it to make a 

trial of " the instrument " which William I. had 

toiling to " perfect " during the last four years, 

it could but have felt convinced that the war 

[voold remain local, and that the other European 

lyowers would not interfere as in 1848 I The President 

[rf the Council at Berlin did not despair of obtaining 

v}k object by means of patient and wise manoeuvring. 

j He reckoned on the friendship of Prince Gortchakof, 

various political accidents, and lastly, on the 

iknnge confusion, and, to speak with Montaigne, on 

fte "noisy clatter of brains" which some of the 

{rinciples of the " new right " had evoked in a 

certain foreign ofl&ce of the Continent. 

He often thought that in this serious enterprise 
ftc only declared enemy that he would have to en- 
coulter would be the worthy Lord John Kussell, 
vIk), after his fatal despatch from Gotha, had thought 
better of it, and had constituted himself the advocate, 
potector, and mentor of the unfortimate Danish 
Government ; but such an adversary did not appear 
leiy formidable in the eyes of the Knight of the Mark. 
At firsts however, and as long as the Polish nego- 
tittioiig were pending, M. de Bismarck thought fit to 
ikf^j much prudence in dealing with the Cabinet of 
fit James, and to express the greatest indifference to 
fte vexatious topic of the Duchies. 
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Xothing can be more instructive than to follow 
in the State papers and in the documents sent to the 
Bigsraad^ the various confidential disclosures whidi 
M. de Bismarck indulged in almost daily, in order to 
convince Lord John Eussell and his envoy, Sir A. 
Buchanan, as well as M. de Quade, the Danisii 
minister at Berlin, that this Schleswig - Holstein 
question was merely a hobby ridden by Austria and 
the secondary States, and that Prussia, so far from 
shannon this German covetousness, was doino; all in ' 
her power to restrain and modify it 1 On the 14th of 
October, 1863, a fortnight after the Diet of Frankfort 
had decreed the federal execution in Holstein, M. de 
Bismarck actually declared, in a minute to the envoy 
of Great Britain, that he would prevent this execution^ 
if Denmark would accept the English mediation.* 

Denmark accepted, and Lord John Russell breathed 
again. Later on (November 6tli, 1863) M. de Quade 
wrote from Berlin to his Government : " The Prussiaii 
Premier, whether influenced by his personal views ^^ 
by the attitude assumed by England, has placed tb^^ 
afiair in a position which surjiasses all we could eV^ 
have hoped. I am not sure whether the question b^ 
been taken up with as much clearness and warm*'^ 
(warmth for the Danish interests !) in Vienna as her^* 
This was the opinion shared by M. de Quade ar^^ 
Sir Andrew Buchanan uutil the 6th of Noveml)^^ 
when they were roughly undeceived by a piteo^-^ 



• Despatch of Sir Andrew Buchanan, October 17th, 1863. (Inda 
Minute of Conversation between M. de Bismarck and Sir Asidx^^ 
Bachanan.) 
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3h from the English Secretary of State, dated 
iber 9th, in the following tenns : "If the 
ation which I have received is exact, M. de 
ck no longer oflFers any objection to the federal 
on in Hoktein ; and Her Majesty *s Government 
: leave the responsibility to Germany of exposing 
! to a universal war." The information was 
> exact, and the mortifications of poor Johnny 
x>ut to begin. 

important events had taken place during the 

1 of three weeks which had elapsed since the 
of October 14th. In that interval the Cabinet 

Fames had sent to Kussia an acquittance in full 
)unt of the Polish question, and the Emperor 
on III. had given to the world a fantastic 
for a congress which should settle all impend-- 
estio)is ! Delighted beyond measure at the co- 
on afibrded him by M. de Bismarck in the 
I dijflBculties during the month of Octoljcr, the 
lecretary of State had at last resolved to sacrifice 
I the Polish question, and had even recalled, 
telegraphic despatch, a courier carrying a very 
ining note to the Russian Government, and had 
id this missive by one of a very humble nature, 
ch he agreed to abandon any further interference 
subject of Poland (October 20th)."^^ 

seeking a decent exit from the foolish campaign in which ho had 
Jumself, the chief of the Foreign Office had thought fit to declaro 
Kmperor Alexander had forfeited his rights over Poland, " as he 
folfilled the conditions on which ho had obtained possession of the 

in 1815." France was to make a similar declaration; but M. 
de Lhuya, becoming cautioas (and with good reason), would not 

his note until the English despatch was in the hands of Prince 



tne repulse, nor especiauy to coniess it to tne 
Body, had formed the plan (jNovember 5tl 
together a general congress ; a plan which 
to increase the universal uneasiness felt in ] 
inspired more particularly the diplomatist < 
Street with the utmost consternation. 

Not satisfied with replying in the bitl 
to the invitation of the French Cabinet, 
Russell actually exerted himself to preser 
foreign courts from the contagion of the F: 
he almost lost sight of the dangers menacin 
in his eagerness to frustrate the project of Na 
a project that could scarcely be very long-liv< 

Q«tt^akof. Lord John BnsseU, therefore, wrote his dc 
rcmd to the c*bii»et^ mpproTed of bj Lord Falmerstozi, an> 
to the Minuter of Foreign Aiburs in France. Lord Napi 
nMeired nocke that he was to inform Prince Gortchakof 
fMOVfant commnnicataon ** which he was about to have the h 
befisre him ; and the Doke de Montebdlo had been eqnaDj ix 
Wench Goremment to sapport his English colleague in hii 
ration. Abrea^r had the important document left for its c 
was pcoceeding rapidlj towards St. Petersburg, when sudden 
aatonishment of the initiated, a telegraphic message stopped 
the note in Germanr, and another telegram informed Loi 
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would certainly have died a natural death without so 
much unnecessary exertion on the part of the English 
minister. The President of the Prussian Council 
tliought the moment had arrived to show his hand. 
Hie last shadows of a western alliance had faded from 
the horizon ; alone the bond between Russia and 
Prussia remained intact, immovable in the midst of 
Ac general confusion existing in the various cabinets. 
No European combination for the protection of Den- 
mark was to be feared. M. de Bismarck now might 
"have no further objection" to the federal execution 
in Holstein, and soon an unlooked-for event, one of 
those splendid strokes of fortune which have so often 
hefidlen the minister of William I. in his marvellous 
career, occurred to prove that he was decidedly in a 
lucky vein. 

The sudden death of Frederick VII. (November 
15th, 1863) was in itself so tragic, so fatal an event 
fcr the destinies of Denmark that it reminds us of one 
rf the most desolate sayings bequeathed to us by 
antiquity, that lugubrious cry of the historian : Noii 
^ curcB dels securitatem nostram, esse ultionem. 

This death effectually gave an entirely new shape 
to the Oerman demands on the unhappy Scandinavian 
Jfionarchy. Germany no longer declared herself satis- 
fed with a federal execution in Holstein ; no longer re- 
cognised the sovereignty of the new King Christian IX. 
over the Duchies; but demanded the instalment there 
of the intriguing and treacherous family of Augusten- 
"^, for whom M. de Bismarck himself had already 
obtained one million and a half of rixdalers from the 
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Copenhagen Government on condition that they gay 
up all further claims to the Duchies. It seems as i 
it was only at this juncture that the mind of l^L i 
Bismaick came to a final decision. It was eyidentl 
towaids the Elbe that Prussia was going to begin t 
fill out her outlines and complete her unity ! 

His resolution once taken, M. de Bismarck broogii 
all his onei^, all his audacity and incomparaU 
astuteness to bear upon the accomplishment of hi 
vlosign. His first attempt was a masterly one, an 
the grvat Alaehiavelli himself would have tak^ i 
** divine " pleasure in contemplating the address, a 
as ho wv^uld have said, the vitiii with which A 
Knight of the Mark, in the space of a few wed» 
m;uiag^\l to trick poor Lord John Russell, make I 
fwl of the Emjx^ror Napoleon II L, draw Austria ol 
on a distant, unjust, and foolish expedition, put fe 
warvl the Bund and set it ;iside at the same tiift* 
torn^riso the secondary States and turn out their pf^ 
tt\jt — in a worvK take into his own matchless haa^ 
the holy cause of the German fatherland, and, as tl 
a|HVitlo h;is it, W ;ill things to idl men ! 

The sivotaolo which Euroj>e presented at tl 
Wgiuniug of 1S04 w;is certainly the most curious aJ 
the nuv^t afilioliug which history has ever witness^ 
Two givat Powoi^, jealous of each other, and destine 
to ^luam^l over the nnnains of their victim ; two gre? 
IVwors, urgeil on and condemned .at the same tin 
by a whv^le league of German peoples and Gemtf 
priuiv^ were to Ik^ semi attacking a State whir 
though finable, w;is yet an ancient and glorioi 
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ttODarchy whose existence had at all times been de- 
clared by the various cabinets to be necessary to the 
Wance of power in Europe ; and attacking it on the 
most futile pretext, in the name of a cause which was 
ODce stigmatised by its present chief as ** eminently 
iniquitous, frivolous, disastrous, and revolutionary." 
It was moreover, to punish King Christian IX. for his 
disobedience to the Bund that Prussia and Austria 
undertook this work of "justice;" and they began 
tleir work by a formal declaration of their own dis- 
obedience to the same Bund. They were acting as the 
** agents of Germany," and the whole of Germany pro- 
tested against the assumption ! Europe contemplated 
tlese monstrosities and remained quiescent ; the same 
Europe which, in 1848, at the time of the first 
Cfennan aggression against the Scandinavian king- 
dom, had not failed to do its duty nobly, in spite of 
tie revolutionary troubles which were then dis- 
tracting it, and which might have served as an excuse 
for inaction. The Powers w^ere then unanimous in 
their defence of the weak against the oppressor. 
The Emperor Nicholas was agreed on this point with 
the Republic of General Cavaignac, and even the 
Bewly fledged diplomatists of the "surprise" of 
February showed their appreciation of the necessity 
to maintain the balance of power. It was reserved 
to experienced statesmen, to chancellors grown old 
^ the service, imbued with the respect due to 
t'^ties, to the representatives of strong and well- 
established monarchies, to witness, unmoved, the 
^^nsummation of a revolutionary work which such 



153 THE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

as BaSiide and Petetin had thought it their duty ta 

AViihout doubi England will bear in the eyes of 
pjistcrlry the shame and disgrace of Denmark's ruiiiy 
f v'T :: WAS she who took in hand the cause of the Scaa- 
dinrivian kingdom, who counselled it, guided it,. and 
nur^'vi i: :ill the very end, and who solemnly declared 
th:.: i'^ the hour of danger it should not fight alone ; 
ru: luvortheless it would be incorrect to exonerate 
vvniy^ou :y all the remaining European powers from 
K.^u.;\ M:re th:m one dear-sighted and honest mind 
iCi\l:.^:v-3 thai this dismemberment of a monarchy in 
:hi r.iucuxnth otiituiy would prove as full of dis- 
As:r. us vvr-sc-cucnces as had done another dismember- 
::^:r.: iv. :!•: rr-.vious century, and looked forward with 
:h: ^:,>:v>: ••nxiiiv to the formidable confusions and 
v\A:.^s:r, :^V.;^ \x^ui::ii: in the future. The more sim|J^ 
,-r :,^ v,>< M. vU Pi>ir::uvk*s words, the "uninitiated 
<- o : ;:v rs." :v.:^:.t f;;::. v the g:ime finished after this 
r,:^: ", '.. vw .1 -vl: :.^ tb: riirhts of nations, after tW» 
t:rs: cvr..^;: v-t" :V.-: ir.arv-eilous '* instrument" which 
::.. r:;:s>::;n OsAit:::.:::.: ha^i devoted so many year* 
.u V:/..;;.'..;: ^^Jvr:^^ ::.:.: but the i-annon of Missun^ 
xx'^N ;,^''::^^^ K;.;^^ht of the Mark only what tb« 

./ i\ u^^'i h- '^ V<cu in former vears to * 

.\!*l.\ r :':v:u Oorsic;.. ;i:;i the short campaign ^ 



XOUVvx 



>*> '.V.-^'^ ,-,'r.'d^-.:.^: :>«^ vr.-^.-.ri,-:: if France; M. Birti-^ 
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tie Duchies revealed a new future to the eventual 
conqueror of Europe. He learnt therefrom that legiti- 
mate rights, pledged words, treaties sacredly sworn to, 
stipulated conditions, and many other old-fashioned 
and respectable usages, once considered inviolable, were 
now even more feeble and worn out than the poor 
fctresses erected in past ages by the Danes ; and, 
if Moltke and Eoon were quite satisfied during this 
TO with the execution done by their needle-guns, 
lie, on his side, was equally contented with the , 
iwdous and overwhelming qualities of his own " in- 
tounent" 

It is incontestable that throughout the entire ex- 
pdition against the Danes, Prince Gortchakof was un- 
baring in his efibrts in favour of the Prussian minister, 
«d was always extending a hand, generally a stealthy 
^"^ to aid him in his frequently perilous predicaments. 

His concurrence was absolute, and all the more 
efficacious, as it assumed the outward appearance of 
* neutrality busily seeking to compass pacific ends. 

Hius he aided the President of the Prussian 
'^Qil to inftise the idea into the muddled head 
rf Lord John Russell that the occupation of Holstein 
V the federal troops would act as a ratification 
rf the validity of the title of- the King of Den- 
'^ " M. de Bismarck tells me," wrote Sir Andrew 
fiochanan, November 28th, 1863, "that a federal 
^ttjution will prevent all revolutionary movements in 
Hoktein, and will be at the same time a kind of in- 
^^^^ recosrnition of Kino: Christian IX. s claims to 
**^ dukedom of Holstein on the part of the Diet of 
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Frankfort. His Excellency affirms that the i 
state of Germany requires that this step shodd i 
stantly be undertaken, but he cannot or will 
explain how such an execution can possibly be i 
recognition of King Christian's rights or avoid 
appearance of an armed occupation." 

Three days later, on the 1st of December, 

Napier wrote from St. Petersburg : " The lang 

of Prince Gortchakof leads me to suppose that bef 

j)ersuaded that M. de Bismarck's views are nwde 

on this subject. The Vice-Chancellor Ls favo 

disposed towards a federal execution if well 

out, and considers it in the light of a cob 

measure. In liis opinion the federal troops, 

on judicious instructions, will preserve order, andw 

maintain the necossarv distinction between the \^ 

lative and the dynastic questions." " I deprive, tbert^ 

fore I recognise I " said ]M. do Bismarck, in that stjli 

of logic so p(?culiarly his own, but which at this ti* 

wits shared by his friend the Prince Gortchakof, art 

which the pair tried to apply to Schloswig, as soon I 

tlio Minister of Downin^x Street had ffiven w;iv t 

them in Hoist oin." 

"The Kussian Vico-ChancoUor made the suffff^stic 
to nil' this mornini^," wrote L(»rd Napier again fro 
St. Petersburg, January 1 1th, ''that we ought to advi 
Denmark to consent t<» tin* occupation of Scldeswig 



The rifficial jonrnnlfl iit RtHd ronrwc*! tlii.-- stylo r.f rcasoninp in I 
went diKcuBsio,,^ on i\\o luws of ininrantti' aroi.nUMl to tlic Pnpal ecai. 
ope, they arfpic<J, cannf>t bo lroa'o<l na a sovoniirn, as wo cazmot exe 
•ff^uut him the law of ix^prisils and Bcizc his States. 
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Tins wns inaujruratotl, in the Polish and Dj 
\|Ut\<nonA. tho rti^t action of th:\t mutual combin] 
Ivtwxvn tht^ two Ministers^ of Russia and Pn 
Nxhu^h w,i* to ondun* for so long and exercise so 
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and so disastrous an influence over the affairs 
of the Continent. 

With the year 1863 begins the second period 
of the ministry of Prince Gortchakof, " his second 
manner," certainly more questionable than his first. 
To the French " cordiality/' on the whole a mode- 
rate and a healthy one, succeeds the Prussian friend- 
ship, which assumes a far too absorbing and too 
passionate a form. During this second period, 
Alexander Mikhaflovitch no longer preserves the 
^ reserve and the intelligent selfishness which 
Hade his fortune during his intimacy with Napo- 
fcon III. ; he adopts all the opinions, maintains all the 
rieas of his powerful Prussian friend, but with- 
«tt, unfortunately, possessing his astonishing flexi- 
Mitjr of mind, or his marvellous art of twisting 
*d adapting himself to the situation. 

Nothing, for instance, can equal the tact with 
^ch, when occasion demands it, M. de Bismarck can 
fiwget an unpleasant past,* and particularly the wrong 
« may have done to others, explaining everything 
*^ under the delightful name of a "misunder- 



This is the gentle tsrm he has often publicly applied 
to his long and outrageous quarrels with the Parlia- 
^^t, and even to the war with Austria in 1 8G6 (a slight 
^"^derstanding which cost 40,000 lives) ; and it is 

•And yet the Emperor William I. was not wrong in sayinpf one day, to M. 
viiaiin, that rancoar was the dominant passion in M. de Bismarck's cha- 
*^»! {Pnnihilot " Vorgeechichte des Arnimpchcn Processes," p. 77)— The 
'^•^iog it a rery characteristic maxim of M. do Bismarck's, written in a 
"•VtillBim: •* I someUmes forget, I never forgive !" . . . 

M 2 
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imj>ossible to refrain from admiring the affecti 
enthusiasm even, with which he has at last i 
the worthy Lord John Russell, the statesman 
among all others, he had the most ridiculed t 
treated during the Danish negotiations. 

As to his Polish quarrels in the same year 
with the Western Powers, he was all the more 
to wijx* them from his memory, as those '. 
showed themselves conscious of having con 
a gri\U folly. He dictated to King William 
the politest answers, filled with tender souve 
Compi^gne, in i^eply to a letter from Napol© 
ooueerning the congress ; and towards the c 
the year he was on the most intimate terms w 
Cabinet of the Tuileries on the subject of the 
of LoudiUi, a treaty which had guaranteed the in 
of the Dauisli monarchv, and which M. Droi 
Lliuys now qualified as an *' impot<?nt work." 
Austria, he soon granted her plenary indulgei 
her Polish mistakes in the spring, and even for 
more lulpable enterprise of the month of Aug 
the *• hay of Princes," at Frankfort; and in the 
of Novenibi»r he had already made her his com 
and aceonq)liee in the war of the Duchies. Fa: 
was the conduct of Prince (.Jortchakof : he ncvci 
forgive France and Austria for their interfcR' 
tht; affairs of Poland, and rejected every o 
reconciliation. He no Ioniser remained intimat 
any other cabinet but that of Berlin, and his 
coll(»aguc of Frankfort became his sole confidai 
ally. 
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The famous maxim of 1856 underwent from that 
time an important modification; from 1863 the Russian 
Chancellor began to sulk as well as to meditate, and 
tie Achaeans had to pay dearly for this ill- temper of 
Achilles ! The sulks of Alexander Mikhailovitch were 
nearly as fatal to Europe as the reveries of Napoleon III. 

A vision — a very Midsummer Night's Dream — 
does the Napoleonic policy with regard to Germany now 
^pear to us ; a policy that was at once chimerical 
*nd yet reasonable, clever and yet foolish, having only 
worthy aims and yet accumulating nothing but ruin 
«ri disaster. 

A splendid dream was one day dreamed in the 
tileries : Italy was to be united, Austria raised up 
•giin, Prussia rendered more homogeneous, Germany 
^«tte satisfied, Europe regenerated, and France re- 
•88ured and glorious. All this depended only on one 
cveat — an event that was a certainty; on a battle 
wnght and won by the Kaiserliks — those brave and 
'ned warriors — against that Prussian landwehr which 
for half a century had not smelt powder."^ 

* The following is a apecimen of what was being instillod into the 
■>*li of the French soldiera respecting the two German powers on the very 
'"Bof Sadows : ** The Prussian armj, in which service is of very short dura- 
^ is nothing bat a kind of landwehr school. It is a magnificent organisa- 
t*^ on paper, bat a very doabtf al weapon of defence, and most useless 
^''ttg the first period of an offensive war. Austria, whose population 
'■Biberi about thirty .seven millions of inhabitants, has a largo and Bplcndid 
*^, which is far superior in its organisation to the Prussian or Russian 
^'^iet. After France, she occupies the first rank as a military power." — 
***w of Artillery at the Practical School of Artillery and Engineering at 
'<^ 1864. In the beg^ning of 1866, it is true, the military attache of the 
AtMch Embassy at Berlin, M. de Clermont Tonnerro, drew the attention of 
** GoTemment to the new Prussian arms — " armes terrihles.** But even 
'^^ them into consideration, Prussia still seemed to have but a poor 
i in a rerj unequal contest, whose issue could be in nowise doubtful. 
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And it was in this frail skiff, this "nutshell," 
in *'The Midsummer Night's Dream" would hj 
that the fortunes of France and of Caesar y 
barked! The whole world believed at that 
the immense superiority of Austria's army o 
of her daring rival in (Jermany. No one adm 
possibility of a Prussian victory, still less of i 
as decisive and as annihilating as that of 
"That was," said M. Rouher later on, during a 
able sitting of the Legislative Body, "that 
event which Austria, which France, whicl 
soldier, which every citizen, had considered 
possible < for it was universally believed that 
would be victorious, and that Prussia would 
pay, and pay dearly, for her imprudence." Th 
so universal at that time, will remain in hi 
the sole excuse for Napoleon III. — as the so 
tion for the lamentable phantasmagoria v 
introduced to the world in his speech at An 
the month of May, 1866, but whose origin dt 
to the convention of September, and to ' 
visit of M. de Bismarck to Fmnce after his 
campaign, in the autumn of 1864.^'" 

"I have at least one superiority over ; 
queror," said the Emperor of Austria, Francis 
subtle dignity to M. de Talltyrand, the nego 
the peace of Presburg after the battle of A 
" I can re-enter my capital after so great a 
whereas your master, with all his genius, could 

• See *' Pi^liminaireR de Sadowa ; " also the iostructive worl 
La Karmons '* Un p6 piit di luce/' Firenze, 1873. 
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do as much in a similar situation." This remarkable 
speech defines in the most striking manner the 
deep, the incurable vice of all Cajsarism. Not any 
more than for the victor of Austerlitz was it possible 
for Napoleon III. to accept a defeat : he was bound to 
fiire grand, condemned to success and to prestige. 
Immediately after his misadventures and mistakes in 
4e affairs of Poland, in those of Denmark, and in 
4e matter of the congress, he had to think of a 
Ktaliation, to turn his attention north and south, and 
to "take up a position" in the convention of Sep- 
*Qnber, which should appear as the preface to a new 
•nd great work. He was isolated in Europe, embit- 
tered against England, awkwardly placed with regard 
to Bussia, more than cold towards Austria ; and 
M. de Bismarck's visit to France, immediately after 
tke convention concluded with the Turin Cabinet, 
ttused an inward thrill of satisfaction. Evidently 
** something would be able to be done for Italy." 
Without ill-feeling, and utterly unprejudiced, the Pre- 
sident of the Prussian Council came to renew the 
^versations begim two years ago during his short 
^on to Paris. He brought no fresh news ; he 
^^ply declared that his alliance with the Hapsburgs 
d^g the Danish war was a mere incident, and 
Nearly showed his desire to retain for Prussia the 
^^tries recently taken possession of on the Elbe in 
tlic name of the German Confederation. 

Beyond this, he did nothing but revert to the old 
theme of the inevitable and impending duel between 
Berlin and Vienna ; on the advantages that Italy might 
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derive from it ; on the benefit it would be to France 
if Prussia were better outlined and more securely 
situated, in which case she would naturally become the 
unfailing ally of France in every question of progress 
and of civilisation. Such confidences, coming from a 
mini^tor who had just given proof of his importance in 
the Danish campaign, were received in a very different 
spirit than had been accorded to those in which he 
had indulged in 1862. 

Without, as yet, giving him credit for any great 
df'pth of character, his hearers were agreed to recog- 
nise in him all the qualities of a useful man, a man 
of tho future, whom it would be well for Italy to 
cultivate, whom France, on her side, would do well to 
watch, to urge forward, and to i>rompt. Tlie leaders 
of Imperial democracy — first among them Prince 
Napf)l(ion — were especially delighted with the pros- 
jM'cts opened out before them. A distinguished 
m^Mnljcr of this group, a diplomatist of renown, and 
whose Vi.Ty name inclined him towards the Italian 
cause, was drawn from his retreat, and placed at the 
hfad of the mission to Berlin, now promoted to the 
rank of an embassy. Another member of the parti 
dr Vaction, then equally at liberty, a former ambas- 
sador to Rome, was also recalled to the councils of 
th(^ Empire, and, side by side with M. Rouher, was 
intended to form a " make-weight " to the somewhat 
anticpuited ideas of M. Drouyn de Lhuys. Lastly, l)e- 
yond the Alps, at Turin, a general well known for his 
Prusso mania had taken in hand the direction of poli- 
tical affairs on September 23rd. Each of these three 



THE WAR IN GERMANY. 169 

personages — ^M. Benedetti, M. de La Valette, and 
General La Marmora — ^will have his part to fulfil in 
tte great drama of 1866. 

At this time, however (in the autumn of 1864), no 
plans were formed or even discussed. Nothing took 
place of more importance than a few confidences, a 
few private and desultory conversations, scarcely to 
be tenned an exchange of ideas ; but the impres- 
aon which the Prussian minister carried away with 
lim from this rapid trip to France was sufficiently 
&vourable to induce him to issue that circular of 
December 24th, 1864, which was the first step in his 
absequent undertaking against Austria. In this 
oicular, M. de Bismarck touches for the first time 
«i the question of the Duchies, which he well knew 
WM a question of war. Six months before this, in the 
peremptory declaration made at the conference in 
I^don, Austria and Prussia had demanded ''the re- 
iniion of the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein into a 
fin^e state under the sovereignty of the hereditary 
prince of Augustenburg,'' and the Berlin Cabinet was 
tben careful to add that this prince " was regarded in 
Gennany as having the greatest right to the succes- 
fion, and that his recognition by the Bund was in 
consequence a certainty ; and that, moreover, he was 
•8Bnied of the certain votes of the great majority of 
4e populations of the two provinces." 

But very different to the above were the opinions 
bdd by the Prussian minister towards the close of 
tte same year, shortly after his return from Paris. 
In a circular despatch addressed to the German Courts, 
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iad been forced by the war to abandon the provinces 
of the Elbe to the sovereigns of Austria and Prussia, 
1£ de Bismarck concluded that these two sovereigns 
vere at liberty to dispose of their " property '' as it 
ffliglitseein fittest to them, and without any inter- 
ference on the part of the Bund ; and he demanded of 
tie Emperor Francis Joseph that he should give up 
lis share in the conquest for a compensation paid 
down in hard cash. This impudent demand was 
contained in a haughty and menacing despatch dated 
fiom Carlsbad, July 11th, 1865 ; from the very spot 
rtere the old King William was enjoying the hospi- 
tality of the Austrians during the watering season, 
for a short time everyone was on the alert. M. de 
Biamarck did not attempt to conceal the negotiations 
nito which he had just entered with Italy; lie said 
*<^M. de Gramont "that so far from dreading a war, 
^^ desired it above everything ; " and shortly aftcr- 
^^ he even declared to M. de Pfordten, President 
^ the Bavarian Council, " that Austria could not 
^tain a campaign — that it would require but a single 
'^W, a single battle fought in Silesia, to bring the 
H^peburgs to their senses." 

In reality he was only feeling his way and re- 
^^oitring. At this time he did not feel sufficiently 
^ of the Emperor Napoleon III. to risk any very 
P^t stake ; and he also required time in which to 
P^uade the pious HohenzoUern to pronounce the 
'God wills it'l of a fratricidal war. He was forced 
^ content himself with the convention of Gastein 
(August 14th, 1865), which was only a provisional 
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tennined upon at Gastein ; and the British ironclads, 
wiich iad kept out of the Baltic during the Danish 
campa^, now paid a visit of ceremony to the French 
fleet at Cherbourg ; but that was the sum total of the 
demonstrations made by the two Western Powers, 
^ It de Bismarck was left to enjoy his triumphs 
^ peace, and to wear the count's coronet which he had 
pined during the successful campaign of 1865. 

May we be allowed to depart from the gravity of 

^ly and relate another incident which occurred at 

^tein : a little sketch of life and manners which 

^w a great deal of attention upon him at the 

*^e, and even led to*, private explanations be- 

*^een the President of the Coxmcil and a devoted 

*^Glid? And why should we not, if the letter of 

"**- de Bismarck to M. Andrd (de Koman) on the 

'Object of Mademoiselle Pauline Lucca is one of the 

^ost curious pages of his private correspondence, if it 

^Aiimines with a picturesque light the vast and de- 

^^<3ed brow that William I. had just graced with a 

^^nt's coronet 1 It appears that, in the midst of his 

Political negotiations and his doe-hunts, M. de Bismarck 

^^ found time to have his photograph taken in a 

^^Xiantic attitude with Mademoiselle Lucca, the prima 

^^^na of the Royal Opera at Berlin. The photographs 

^^^ a source of considerable scandal on the banks of 

^^^ Spree ; the heads of the " Cross party " were more 

specially shocked at the watering-place licence in 

''^^ichthe former Levite of the Tabernacle, the fervent 

*^iple of MM. Stahl and Gerlach, was indulging. M. 

^^dr6 (de Roman) was kind enough to take upon 
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bimdelf the character of a modem Nathan, and, in 
epistolarr and confidential sermon, he sonowfully sp 
of the operatic Bathsheba, adding a few touching w< 
on the dnellistic reparation which the Prussian mini 
had wished to impose qnite recently on the g 
IVvior Virehow, the wise and peaceful discovere 
f rioftijkp, IL Andre did not consider this to be 
conduct of a true Christian ; nor did he conceal 
fact that his former fiiends were groaning in sp 
at the non-appearance of their Eli at divine senr 
and wore even very uneasy as to the state of his « 
To this tremendous lecture M. de Bismarck repl 
hv the foUowin<r confidential letter, which a fortun 
indisoretion has since made public — a most charad 
istio loner, roniinvling us of those peculiarities 
CVvnnwolK which have been more than once allu( 
TO in tho^^ jv^ges : — 

'* Dkar Axprk,* — Although my time is v 
linnt<\l 1 onnno: deny myself the satisfaction of 
plyiusj to a summons addressed to me by an hon 
heart, aiul in the name of Jesus Christ. I p 
foundly deplore that I should have caused 8 
soautlal iunouj; Christ iaus holding the faith, but 
cun oonviiuwl that it is sometimes unavoidable 
inv jHvsition. 1 do not sjx\ik of the secti< 
poliiioally opjwod to mo, and who neverthel 
iwktui many Christians among them — people ^ 
an^ far in advance of me on the heavenly ro 

• Wo h«wtno*\ ii^ i%w«?mp Uh» edify ingrt vie of ob&cnntj which cbi 
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viom I have yet to oppose in matters which in their 
<?Mnion, as in mine, are purely terrestrial. I will only 
^eal with that which you yourself assert. You say, 
'that nothing which is done or left undone in ele- 
cted spheres remains hidden.' Where is there a 
Bum m such a position who willingly or unwillingly 
does not cause a scandal of some sort or another ? 
Again, your expression, ' does not remain hidden,' is 
iwt correct. Would to God that, outside of all the 
8D8 of which the world knows me guilty, I had not 
^m for which I can only hope for pardon through 
tty faith in the blood of Christ ! " 

"As a statesman, I think that I am too careful — I 
ttieven cowardly at times; and that because it is not so 
•tty to discern, amid the entanglements placed before 
^ that light which springs from a perfect confidence 
^^Goi He who reproaches me for being a statesman 
woid of conscience does me a wrong ; he ought to 
'^ by exposing his own conscience to a few trials 
^ the same arena. As for the Virchow affair, I am 
"^ past that age in which one asks advice of flesh 
^d blood ; if I expose my life for a cause, I do it in 
^c faith which I have fortified by long and painful 
^^ct, and by fervent and humble prayers to God ; 
^t faith, no word of man can shake it ; not even the 
^^^ of a friend in the Lord, and a servant of his 



''It is not true that I never go to church. For the 
^^ seven months I have been either ill or absent from 
^riin ; who, then, has been able to take notice of my 
^^gligence ? I confess most readily that I may have 
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friends, nor impatient of their scornful, harsh judg- 
ments." 

Let us lay aside the hair-shirt and knotted 
rope, and only see the diplomatist in his tunic and 
helmet — " the iron count " {der eisetme graf), as his 
fellow-countrymen soon called him. It is time for 
us to consider the feelings of France towards him at 
the time when, after having quitted the rocky valley 
of Gastein, he was preparing himself for a visit to the 
gentle sands of Biarritz, to salute the sphinx, to 
question, to divine, and — to cast it down ! 

In France, in the councils of the empire, the 
debates were every day becoming more and more 
lively between the ancients and moderns — between 
4e zealous adherents of the "new right," and the 
partisans of a more circumspect and traditional policy, 
in proportion as the Austro-Prussian conflict became 
>aore accentuated and aggravated. 

The more ardent among them would have insisted 
on a defensive and ofiensive alliance with Prassia. 
They pointed to the irresistible movement that was 
fewing Germany on to a complete union, and to the 
peat advantages which France w^ould reap if she 
^JMsouraged instead of opposing this movement, and 
«o drew to her, in the bonds of an eternal gratitude, 
tile Piedmont of Germany as she had drawn to her 
that of the Peninsula. 

As the passionate friends of Italy, and the still 
5wre passionate enemies of Austria, whom they con- 
^ered the bulwark of reactionary feeling, of legiti- 
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desirable that such a transformation should be accom- 
plished by the more enlightened and peaceful classes, 
by the Diet, even by Austria — at all times a respecter 
of acquired right and of the lesser princes — rather 
than by a power whose ruling principles were of the 
military, bureaucratic, and centralisation order. And 
was not this also the prevailing opinion on the 
opposite shores of the Rhine, the opinion of dynasties 
as well as of parliaments, of princes as well as of 
the people ? and had not the pretensions of Prussia 
to appropriate to herself all profit derived from the 
conquest of Denmark caused universal dissatis- 
&ctioQ? 

Only the Italian and French press continued to 
ipeak of the " Piedmontese Mission " of the Hohen- 
loUems ; on the banks of the Main and the Elbe 
^eryone else scouted the idea of this so-called mission ; 
«nd even the discredited National- Verein, while con- 
tmning to cherish hopes of a "Germany united by 
ineans of a Prussian needle," nevertheless repudiated 
H de Bismarck, and declared him to be unworthy 
rf undertaking such a holy cause. 

As to the danger of Prussia being defeated in the 
^test, and so rendering the House of Hapsburg aU- 
poveriiil in Germany, there was a very simple way to 
*^oid such an eventuality, by refusing all assistance 
to the Berlin Government in the enterprise she was 
Mtemplating. However bold M. de Bismarck might 
^ he still was not thought capable of defying Austria 
iOcl her allies of the Bund, in the face of a formal 
•rto pronounced by the French Government, which 

H 2 
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would at the some time deprive him of any hope of 
assistance from Italy.* 

The line of conduct to be pursued under such 
circumstances seemed, therefore, to be clearly marked 
out and easy to follow. Without interfering directly 
in the affiiirs of Germanv, without hurtinir German 
suseepribilities, an impassable barrier might be raised 
in opposition to Prussian ambition. All that waa 
to be done was to maintain the statu quo. Such a 
pcilicy would certainly receive the warmest support 
from England, and would encourage Austria and tho 
secouilarv States m their resistance. No doubt this 
would si^t aside the Venetian question, but the peace 
of Europe and the grandeur of France were worth 
more than " the pearl of the Adriatic ;'' and, besides, 
it wa^i not forbidden to hoi)e that the city of the 
hiiToons might profit by the progress of time and 
tho :iuroasin:r irood understanding]^ l>etween France 
r.r.j Au<:ri:u Remaining silent in the midst of the* 
vv>r.:r.ui;v!orv debates, prefcmng to soar al)ovo the 
passiv^r.ii :;nd agitations c»f his surroundings in an 
:hi^ M rciuiuss of a t*alm and meditative miiul, the 
K::v.\ vor N;nv^lion HI. was slowly bringing a pnj'N'^ 

• ■ \N : .i:o*or v.*.:%y K* il.o oj^ini.-ms held at the prcsen: t in,", if Fri^** 
>*.-. ,•■.* ^.-.N .; ■. :i->i* •.•r»xvoth:.ps (the iro:i*v of Italy with Pr•J^j'■.:li. wcc^""* 
-.v .4*.' t". ^^'.;■.■.;oT\^i iV.o nsk *f tir.i.li:i'* i-ursi-lvcs f:ico to f;u-'? with »• 
V,-i>.'.' V.vo':- .iV.av.^v. IVvissia wa- »■« a:i\i.)us as <)-.irs»'lvir-», j«-r' tiJH i'^ 
.■■ -v ^.- .*.■'..; '.i.i^ .i::::'.;*ii» wl-.ioh Fi-aricc» miirhi as.-unio in tJo ci-*'^' * 
M* *ji;.% ■..>. A-.:s.r;A» uv.ihrtakon by iho conihiDod fnrcea ^f I*:*"t *^ 

*:\.. vx « : .? v.: -... •• V'\ y jc/. H Jiv/" p. >0. TLrt^e d.jH^**':* rpi^ 

X ,;■■.« -■. V .i .'o *.v.v: irt'Aty wi!h l:aly, M. de Bisriiarok «:ii 1 ! • <ii''^ 
kIo* , . .* ■ V'.'. '.i-*. uv-.^'m'-and. if Fr.inco is agreeable, fur if Aw v':*;'^"* 
5*.-. > 'v; ,"*'• ts*v-.. •!•.-.* " IV^iMroH o/ifi-nera.' Cioivn* to Genfral Lj J/iin*;^ 

%, Owl. l:4^\ i>ka..p. 1$S^. 
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to perfection which in his eyes would answer the 
difficulties on both sides of the disputed question ; 
and wiich, moreover, would carry out the maxim 
wliicli he was instilling at that time into the mind of 
iis Minister for Foreign Affairs — inertia sapientia ! 
Italy was naturally more dear to him than to M. 
ftonyn de Lhuys ; to him it was a passion, a relic of 
iis youth ; and even the Empress Eugenie had be- 
Wffie an eager partisan for the liberation of Venice 
«nce the accession of M. de La Valette to the 
Kmstry, and also since the day on which M. de 
I%a had composed certain couplets full of grace 
lod allusions to a gondola which she had caused to be 
ttostructed for \\i^ lake at Fontainebleau. No less 
ildal and inveterate was Louis Napoleon's love for 
flie land of Blucher and Scharnhorst : " the great 
destiny " of the monarchy of Brandenburg was one of 
the articles of lus cosmopolitan faith. " The geogra- 
phical situation of Prussia is badly defined!'' were 
still his words in the following year in a too-much- 
foigotten document.^ 

He certainly had no intention of destroying the 
Empire of the Hapsburgs, nor of extending that of the 
HohenzoUem from the Sund to the Adriatic, as might 
be imagined by the politicians possessed of but one 
idea, and the " know-nothings " of the principle of 
nationality. Keenly appreciative of the use of 
logic in political affairs, and in that (in that alone, 

* Letter of the Emperor to M. Droayn de Lhuys, Jnno 11th, 1866. It is 
from this letter, which wm solemnlj laid before the Legislative Body, that 
the f oUowing quotations are taken. 
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of the Wurtzbnrg party, MM. de Beust, de Pfordten, 
and de Dalwigk, were incessantly demanding. 
Yet, strange to say, in the midst of these vast 

• pojects which embraced the Continent, and were 
intended to satisfy " the legitimate wants " of Italy, 
of Prussia, of Austria, and of the German Confedera- 
tion, the only question which remained obscure and 
^ never fully realised in the mind of the French 
sovereign was that of the compensation which he 
ifiight demand, in return for this universal setting to 
rights, on behalf of his own country. " I dare not 
touch on the Belgian question : it would be," he very 
ionestly said, '*an act of robbcr}^"^'*" "Nor did he 
delude himself as to the possibility of annexing any 
important German territory ; he more frequently 
stopped at the simple rectijfication of his frontiers on 
the banks of the Sarre, and towards the Palatinate, 
and at a neutralisation of the line of German 
fortresses on the Rhine. 

Reduced even to such modest proportions, his aim 
^d not appear to him to be less worthy of being 
aidently pursued, seeing how great a moral satisfac- 
tion France would derive from the accomplishment of 
W work in Italy, and in a rational settlement of 
^^f€nnan affairs. 

Moreover, that which flattered his naturally 
generous and vaguely humane instincts, was the hope 

He made use of this expression more than onco, and in tones of con. 
^^ in the councils of his ministers before 186G. It was only at a later 
?*i^ after Sadowa, that he gave way for a moment to the parti de I'action 

* **• Tiews respecting Belgium, and gave his consent to the concealed 
^'^KotiatbiiB of the month of AngoBt, 1866. See farther on, chapter vii. 
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':. coping considerable benefits for his country— fw 
He TK^hoIe universe, indeed — without drawing his 
>v.nl or shedding a drop of blood, "by moral 
ic:?ngtli alone,'*' by the ascendency of the name of 
France. He was resolved to maintain an attitude of 

• attentive neutrality," and only to quit it in the 
oxtreme case of one of the belligerents liecomiDg 
TlX) completely victorious, and attempting to menace 
"the equilibrium, or alter the map of Europe to 
i:s own advantage/' He proclaimed this loudly and 
on so vend occasions, priding himself on such a "dis- 
interested ' policy — ^a policy of a ver}' strange nature, 
nevertheless, and one that, according to the very 
;udieiou3 speech of Prince Napoleon, declared itself 
S?forehand as hostile to the victor \ "You have 
ohiinsed the address of your letter,' said the con- 
:urr<jr of Austorlitz, with subtle raillery, to the 
y':'^5^i:in envoy, when he brought him the felicitations 
:: ri< sovereign. The nephew of Napoleon I. placed 
i:r:5./.f in a position that would render any change 
.'• ,^J.dress impossible, and would render the vi-t 
uv.k::.^wn victor antagonistic to him. It is true that 
..: :V.;u^ht he already knew him, that, in unison 
V .:/. :"■.. :\\<: of the world, ho as.-^igned that post to 
■ ■ Vvv. t;t i^f Austria, and that he thought it \\'ise 

• :;:. : : > nu^ vrovtiuivo m^^asures towards him. 

V\.v. >:.vn:lil ih'- Ar"\^' ^*f William I. show itself 
»r s:n\ri«>r to the general opinion which the 
' ' v^f :: -anti nion^ clear-sighted on this jwint 
>..> surroundings, he fully admitted the possi- 
. f suvh an evontu;Uity— he only foresaw in this 
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case a long and fatiguing contest which would exhaust 
brth combatants, and would permit him all the more 
casilj to inten'ene as military judge and protector of 
tke right of nations. He always hoped to be able, 
*t his own time and convenience, to pronounce a 
void of peace, of equity, and of equilibrium, con- 
'iiced that his word would be listened to. 

The important point now was that Prussia should 

"*dare war, and in order to encourage her to do so, 

^ alliance with Italy must be insured. It was 

•* needful to avoid entering into any unseasonable 

*ltttes with the Berlin Cabinet on the subject of 

J^ttpensations and combinations to come ; the slightest 

^^nce on these topics might ruffle the patriotic 

*^timents of William L, cool his warlike ardour, 

^ crush in its shell a whole world of great events, 

^^^reimm ordo ! Better to ask for nothing, i)romise 

^thing^ and compromise nothing. What ulrject, 

'^^^, was there in demanding the promissory notes 

^ Wkrupt, in taking sureties from one to whom 

^estiny seemed to assure so little, and whom, in all 

■I'^bability, he w^ould soon have to protect and defend 

^^^^ the too severe conditions which his Austrian 

^^^eror would most probably impose upon him ? 

tlowever complicated and specious the strategy 

^^iHod by the French Emperor may have been, 

^ is not the slightest doubt that M. de Bismarck 

J^ through it from the very beginning — that he 

^^d it, foresaw it in some w^av, even before it 

wag 

Completely fixed in the mind of its author, 
■^e a most striking proof of the truth of this. 



-Count Goltz : " The Berlin Cabinet has no w 
war being once declared, France should start 
the Neptune of Virgil, to dictate peace, la 
conditions, or convoke a congress in Paris."* 

Thus all is foreseen in these few lines 
anterior to Biarritz, even to the congress 
Napoleon III. naturaUy would not be able to 
from proposing, and which he actually did 
in the month of May, 1866. '' The difficulty 
therefore," pursued M. de Nigra, in his despa 
obtaining from France a promise of absolute ne 
Will, and can, the Emperor Napoleon give 
promise ? and will he give it in writing^ as^ 
desires ? " 

M. de Bismarck was certainly not able t( 
this promise of absolute neutrality while at 
(October, 1865), and still less was there mentic 
there of any engagement in writing ; but h 
there from august lips that Italy was right in " 
to complete her unity," and that she would d 
seize the first favourable opportunity of do 
that France was resolved to respect Germany, 
to interfere with her " national aspirations." 
the map of Europe were to be altered to he 

• DMpaloh of H. da Nigrm, Augott 8th, 1865.— La ifaniior«i 
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ment, France would remain neutral, and her neutrality 
?ouJd not faU to be favourable to any combination by 
tiidi the Italian cause would benefit. 

It is curious to note a reminiscence of the Biarritz 
iiternew in a remark made six months later by 
l de Bismarck to General Govone, to the effect " that 
without considering any profit he might derive from 
^i and only considering it from the standpoint of his 
principles, the Emperor would more readily approve 
rf a war of German nationality than of the war 
fcr the duchies of the Elbe I" 

That which, during his sojourn in Biarritz, must 
■pecially have impressed the sagacious Prussian, was 
4c hold which the Italian cause had on the mind of 
Sapoleon ; there was the very key of the position, the 
fiiswer of the sphinx; and the certainty of this 
compensated the Prussian minister for many other 
Curbing doubts, and made him overlook many 
i^ticences on the part of his taciturn Majesty.'"' 
In a certain sense, he was able even to congratulate 
I iimself on the reticence observed towards him, on the 
' ^ which was taken to avoid entering into any de- 
fied discussion ; it kept him free, on his side, from 
^J precise engagement, from any premature offers ; it 
permitted him to confine himself to generalities, to 
take fantastic flights through space and time. He 
spoke of Belgium and a part of Switzerland as 
heing the necessary and legitimate complements to 

• It was on his return from Biarritz that M. do Bismarck made nee of 
tine following sig^ficant language to M. de Nigra : ''If Italy did not exist, 
W6 ihoold haye had to invent her/' — La Marmora, p. 59. 
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French unity ; of the joint action of France and 
Germany in the cause of progress and humanity; of a 
future combination between Paris, -Berlin, and Flo- 
rence, and even London and Washington, that should 
regulate the destinies of Europe — nay, those of the 
whole world ; that would give back to Russia her true 
vocation in Asia, and to Austria her mission of 
civilisation on the Danube. How many times on those 
Biscayan sands, now so historical, Napoleon III. ^ns 
to be seen pacing slowly to and fro, leaning on the 
arm of Prosper Mdrim^e, Vv hile at a respectful distmce 
M. de Bismarck followed alongside, gesticulatingi 
perorating, and generally receiving as his answer a 
look half dim, half incrediUous ; and how painfully 
our thoughts revert now to that singular group— to 
the romantic Cajsar, the Caesarian romancer, and the 
terrible reali.st, who, then so obsequious to his imperial 
host, was four years later sternly to assign him to the 
prison of Williehnshohe ! 

From time to time Napoleon III. would, bvafur- 
tive pressure on the arm of the author of " ColoniW, 
indicate his amusemrnt at the fertile imagination of 
this diphjmatist, this rrpres<*ntative of a more than 
j)roblematic Power, and smile to hear him lii^htly 
speak of the i)arcelliiig out of Europe and thf di-" 
tribution of kingdoms. ** He is mad!" WiW hi? 
whispered commentary on one occasion to his com- 
panion ; but before condemning an opinion so bitterly 
expiated in later years, we should do well to ri'ad 
an extract from a despat<th written in the following 
year by General Govone : " In mentioning M. J^ 
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tismarck to me, M. Benedetti told me that he was a 
lad kind of diplomatist;'** and M. Benedetti was 
u^fiil to add that he had known his man for a long 
me, and had closely followed his political career 
uring the last fifteen years. And, indeed, was it 
ot necessary to be somewhat of a madman to possess 
hat little grain of folly which Moli&re attributes to 
Jl great men, and which Boerhaave maintains to be 
present in every great mind,t to have been capable of 
launching the monarchy of Brandenburg on such an 
eminently perilous adventure as that of 1866 ? The 
ininister of William I. admitted the fact, when in 
fans, that perhaps he was about to encounter a second 
Otniitz ; and his biographers cite a still more charac- 
^tic saying of his : " That death on the scaffold, 
^der certain circumstances, was neither the worst nor 
tile most dishonourable exit fi-om life." From a 
^plomatic point of view his only assurance lay in 
tiie deep love of Napoleon III. for the Italian cause ; 
^fid after, as before Biarritz, ** the Neptune of Virgil " 
^as always rising up before him, with a threatening 
expression, and about to pronounce his quos ego. 
'^ar once declared, France might always dictate 
*^rni8 of peace, lay down conditions, and convoke a 
^^gress. 

The great object was, therefore, not to give 
^^poleon's benevolent neutrality time to undergo 
^*^ese inevitable changes ; a blow must be struck, and 
^•^ck quickly and well — a blow that should dictate 

* DeBpatch of General Govone, April 6th, 1866.— La Marmora^ p. 139. 
I "Est aliqnid delirii in ornni magno ing^nio.'* — Boerhaave* 
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peace in Vienna and respect in Paris. And this blow 

must be dealt by the hand of victory. Now, besides 

that in all earthly matters are found indifferently 

fortune and misfortune, and that " Almighty God is 

Ciipricious," according to a singular expression of 

ISL de Bismarck, uttered on a most solemn occasion;* 

up to what point could he reckon on an army, formed 

during the last few years, and that never, any mM 

than its chiefs, had gone through a great war ? It is 

a most extraordinary circumstance, and one fruitful 

of much astonishment to coming generations, that of 

thft two eminent men who took upon themselves the 

frightful responsibility of the coming war, neither had 

over hold any command of importance, nor had made 

their names illustrious on any field of battle. 

Previous to 1864, the only campaign in which 
Oonond von ^loltke had ever taken part was that id 
Syria, botweon the Turks and the Egyptians. I^ 
1 8(>4 ho had carried arms against his native land in 
(hat inva.^ion of Donmark which was certainly not cal- 
oulatinl to pR>duoo Turennes or Bonapartes. General 
von Ixoon had joined a "party of observation" ^ 
\SlV2, to watch the French besieging Antwerp, aDC 
sinoo thon had only distinguished himself by his booto 
on military geography. 

*• Fivni all that wo have heard from the officers, 
writes (uMioral Oovone from Berlin, April 2nd, 1866» 
•* wo think that the army is not enthusiastic about th« 
N\ar against Austria ; on the contrary, there is aeon* 

• At th<» v<»ry moment of tho cnmmoncoment of hostilities. Jktf^ 
of II. \\<^ lUrm), June l&th« ISGG.— La MarmorOy p. 332. 
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j siderable amount of Austriali sympathy in its ranks. 
[ I have no doubt that war once declared the army 
will rouse itself and do its duty bravely, but at 
present its mood is neither a stimulant nor a support 
to the policy M. de Bismarck is so anxious to make 
popular." * 

As to public opinion in Germany — as to the 
national sentiments of the fair-haired sons of Arminius 
— ^the policy of M. de Bismarck, far from finding in 
them a stimulant and a support, found only repug- 
luuce and condemnation. 

It required all the Napoleonic ideologie to see in 
the contest that was about to begin '* a great war for 
Crcrman nationality ; " it required all the blindness 
^f the official and democratic press in France to 
Compare the work of M. de Bismarck in Prussia 
^^th that of M. de Cavour in the Peninsula. 

German nationality was not being either oppressed 
^^ menaced in any quarter ; none of the States of 
^Hc Bund were oppressed by foreign dominion ; the 
^^igning houses of Hanover, Saxony, Wurtemberg, 
•avaria, &c., were indigenous, antique, and glorious 
dynasties, popular and liberal ; the greater number of 
these States were in the enjoyment of a constitutional 
^d parliamentary system unknown in Berlin ; the 
^wns of Frankfort, Hamburg, Lubeck, and Bremen 
^ere even republics ! Now that success has obscured 
^ only the public conscience, but even the very 
^"Jemory of the present generation, and that some 
pitafiil historic philosophy is always at hand to justify 

* Deqpatoh of General Gorone, April 2iid, 1866.— La Marmora, p. 131. 
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the present by Msifving the past, every one is re: 
to recognise the " providential " and irresistible mc 
ment which drew Germany on towards a Pruss 
union, and even to join M. de Bismarck in calling 
campaign of 1S66 " a simple misunderstanding." ' 
truth is. that the campaign of 1866 was nothing 
than a civil war, a fratricidal contest, the thought 
which was repudiated by the Prussian people, 
whose author they cursed on the very eve of Sadoi 

On the eve of Sadowa the principal cities of 
kingdom — Cologne, Magdeburg, Stettin, Minden,&( 
sent addresses to the sovereign in favour of peace j 
condomnaton' of '' the fatal policy of the Cabine 
and the powerful corporation of ELant's city 
KoniijsWnr actuallv decided to discontinue the i 
minations on the king's birthday. 

Immediately after his arrival in Berlin, Geni 
Govone wn>to as follows : " Not only the upper, 
also the middle classes, are averse to the war. 1 
aversion is pali^ible in the popular journals ; t 
I cannot detect any hatreil of Austria. Moreoi 
although the Chamber does not enjoy any great po] 
hirity or prestige, its delxites continue to increase i 
numlvr of M. do Bismarck's enemies.*' Two mon 
later, when hostilities were about to begin, he wro 
** I'nfortunately, the pul>lic spirit of Prussia does 
rouse itself in any marked fashion, even in the fao 
a situation so decisive, so full of vital importance 
the country. ^^ 

• IV9patchc9 of Oeneiml Got one, April 2nd and ICaj 22nd, 1866 
ifarmoiM, pp. 131. 245. 
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It is true that none of these obstacles were of a 
oatoie to shake the Prussian Prime Minister in his 
nsolution, nor to turn him from the path which he 
kad marked out for himself. His real difficulties 
ifi met at the court itself ; they were really caused 
bj the permques of Potsdam, more especially by 
luB sovereign ; and in more than one circumstance 
ie might well have exclaimed with a certain car- 
dinal, '' that the cabinet of the king and his petit- 
CMicfcer gave him more trouble than the whole of 



In spite of William I/s belief in his " mission from 

«i high," and in spite of his strong desire to retain, 

rt any price, his good harbour of Edel, he could 

>ot regard a contest with the venerated House of 

Hapsburg in any other light than that of a last 

expedient, which ought not to be brought to bear 

^til every amicable eflfort had been exhausted. In 

ftis doubtful position his views were very similar 

to those of Napoleon, and he infinitely preferred the 

prtty war for the Duchies to "the great war for 

German nationality ; " but that which was, above all, 

repugnant to his soul, was the idea of a compact with 

Italy; of a genuine offensive and defensive alliance, 

'Wiead of a " generical " treaty, bearing the vague 

title of an " aUiance of friendship," and only destined, 

as he was at first made to believe, to make Austria 

reflect and bring about a composition. He, the loyal 

HohenzoUem, to fight with a Hapsburg, and partly 

on account of a foreigner 1 — he, the Lord's anointed, 

the old warrior of the Holy Alliance, to become the 
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brother-in-arms of a Victor Emmanuel, that repiesen* 
tative of reYolution, that usurper, who had overthioim 
so many legitimate princes, besi^ed and dethitHied 
his own nephew, and placed by his side, in the lojal 
carriages. Garibaldi in his red shirt ! These famiingfi 
of the spirit and remorseful feelings were leaily 
sincere, and it took all M. de Bismarck's marvelloa^ 
art to cure these syncopes of the '^mission,'' and to 
operate successfully on these tumours of the coo.' 
science. 

"There is my doctor!" said the old Tiwi^n 
monarch, one day, to a Russian princess who w&^ 
congratulating him on his health ; and he pointed ^ 
his minister.* 

The diflBculties oidixiwing on the Jdng^ of triumph' 
ing over his pj'ejudiceSy over his antique ideaSy 9^ 
his legitimate scruples, made up the list of M. ^ 
Bismarck's daily toil, and were incessantly on his L^? 
during the confidential interviews of the spring * 
1866, as we are able to gather from the inva*^^ 
able reports which General Govone has fortunat^^^ 
preserved for futurity. 

When we study these reports, as well as oth^^^ 
which General La Marmora has given to the publ-^^ 
we seem to have unfolded before us a comedy in so^^* 
hundred acts, all very little to the honour of hunt^** 
nature ; and we are forced to ask ourselves who tM^ 
the better masters in brazen duplicity — ^the grandao^ 
of Machiavelli or the heirs of the Teutonic orde^' 
It is, however, amusing to watch — to employ the i^' 

* Qoorge HMekial, iii., p. 271. 
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genioiis expression of the Italian negotiator — ^the way 
in which the southern viper essays to bite the 
nordiem charlatan, and the charlatan essays to tread 
down the viper.* 

The most curious and the most instructive part of 
^€86 documents ia, perhaps, that which shows us 
what an enormous number of novelties M. de Bismarck 
Was able to teach his royal master in the short space 
of a few months, and also what a vast number of 
'hings he was able to make him forget One of 
the most remarkable cases of this forgetfulness was 
^OBt decidedly when the word of honour of a certain 
•«igU8t personage was given in June, 1866, to the 
fitnperor Francis Joseph, that there had been iio treaty 
^^gned with Italy ^^ though at that very moment a 
**^ty oflFensive and defensive, duly drawn up and 
•igned on the 8th of April by the respective plenipo- 
*^tiarie8, ratified by the king of Italy in Florence on 
*ke 14th, and subsequently ratified on the 20th by 
*ke king of Prussia at Berlin — had been in existence 
^ more than two months. 

Besides uniting himself to official Italy, the minister 
^ William I. was equally careful to win the friendship 
^ that subterranean Italy which lurked and plotted 
'^Heath the throne of the youthful monarchy ; and 
'*^eral La Marmora complains several times in his 

^* "... £ 2a vipera avra morsieato il eiarlatano" Despatch of General 
^^'^Joe, Kaich 16th, 1866.— La Marmora, p. 88. 

^ It was Qneen Augusta who stated this in a letter to the Emperor of 
f^*^*!*, saying that she had received the word of honour of her royal hus- 
^^ to that effect. See the cmrions despatch of M. de Nigra, Jane 12th, 1866, 
^11 ts General La ICarmora's telegram of the same day.— La Marmara, 
'^^OS.SIO. 

2 
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interesting work ''of the intimate and cordial relatio' 
existing between Count Usedom^ the Prussian minisi 
at Florence, and several members of the parti de Vc 
tion, whose ill-judged advice he too often followed. 

In the meantime, the Prussian consul at Buchar^^^^ 
held in his hands (February, 1866) the thre^-^^ 
of a conspiracy that was to end in the overthrc^^^' 
of Prince Couza, and bring considerable gain *^ 
the Government of Berlin. " Liberalism is chil^ci • 
play, and easily checked; but Revolution is a po\w? ^^ 
which one must know how to employ,^ was the sayi: 
of the knight of the Mark when in Paris, and he k 
no time in proving the truth of his two mazii 
We know that his intercourse with Mazzini continu 
even long after Sadowa,* and the engagements enter 
into by the Magyar chiefs with Prussia in 1866 ha ^"^^^ 
weighed (and continue to do so) more heavily th -^^*"^ 
is generally supposed on the foreign policy of t- ^Jt*® 
Hapsburgs. 

It was in the consultations of the revolutions. *^ 
party that the fantastic campaign was first though ^*^ 
of which M. d'Uscdom sought to force on GeneE^""^^ 
La Marmora iu his famous despatch of June ITth^-- 
He urged him to commence a *' thorough " c^mpaigT^^' 
to outflank the Quadrilateral — to skirt the shores ^^^ 
the Adriatic, and to penetrate Hungary, which woiiJ^ 

• After the death of the gpreat Italian agitator, the Florentine joiin»-^^^ 
published his letters to M. do Bismarck during 18CS-G9. Foreseeing a ^^'^ 
between Franco and Germany, Mazzini suggests the overthrow of Vic "^ 
Emmanuel should the latter become the ally of the Emperor Napoleon 11^" 

f It will be of importance to obsenro that the strategic portion of ^^' 
d'TTsedom's note was almost a literal copy of one of Mazzini's articles p^ 
I in the Davtn of Qmum, May 26th, 1866. 
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rise to a man at the very name of Garibaldi ; " we 
slionld thus deal Austria a blow which would strike, 
not her extremities, but her heart." 

As to the attempt of forming a legion composed of 
deserters from the Austrian army under the command 
o£ the refugee general EJapka, the Prussian Premier 
affirmed, in the presence of the Chambers at Berlin, in 
lus celebrated discourse of January, 1874, that he had 
•^iiergetically repulsed all such offers at the begin- 
*^ing of the war. "It was only after the battle of 
Sadowa, at the moment when Napoleon III., in a 
'^legraphic despatch, intimated the possibility of his 
^^tervention, that, in self-defence, I did not order, but 
^^^tely tolerated, the formation of the Hungarian 
legion." Unfortunately, the dates by no means tally 
^'ith the German Chancellor's declarations. 

The battle of Sadowa took place on July 3rd ; but 
^^ "^as on the 12th of June that M. de Bismarck made 
^^own to the Italian Government that he had defi- 
^tely accepted the assistance of the Slavonic and 
^'-Uxxgarian deserters,**^ and the fact remains that long 
"^fore Sadowa, even before the beginning of the war, 
^^ Prussian Government had had recourse to means 
^hich, to use the Chancellor s own expressions, would 
^^cite the Dalmatian and Magyar regiments of 
•^^Btria to revolt and desertion." 

Keither must we forget to mention that, while 
^^ting secretly with Mazzini and M. Klapka, the 
^^^^^ister of William I. was openly denouncing the 

^^^8ee M. d'Usedom's notes of Juno 12th and 17th, as weU as Count Barral's 
^^*P%teh of June 15th.— La Marmora, pp. 316, 331, 345—348. 
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Jacobin spirit of the House of Hapebuig: *'T}l^c:^^ 
King, our august master,"" so ran a Prussian despatcT^^c^ 
of iTanuary 26th. 1566, '' is grievously affected bj th.tf=A^ 
sight of the anti-monarchical and revolutdonai^r:^:^ 
tendencies which are being displayed (in the duchie^^^^ 
of the Elbe^ under the protection of the AustriaE^^SuJUi 
eac^le. If Vienna can witness unmoved the tran8^.^=DB- 
fonnation of a country hitherto distinguished by it:J'^ itfl 
conservative sentiments into a hotbed of revolutionar^rx:-^!? 
agitation, we, on our side, cannot, and \*t11 not, do sa •^^■o- 
I: was thus, in the midst of similar underhan^-tfixJid 
devices, of more or less regular negotiations, of pre^*'"^*^'^ 
parations for war. of a continual exchange of note^*^^^ 
of daily contests with the Chambers and with th#-^i^® 
jpemiques of the court, that the President of th»-^:i^^ 
Council passetl the first six months of 1866, an^-^=«^d 
rarely has any statesman had to pass through a morf^^^^ 
troublous or more bewildering period. The tide oc^ ^* 
events sometimes carried him towards the shore, some^-^^^ 
times carried him out to sea, and flung him bact^^^-^^ 
farther than ever, as it seemed, from the goal of hJg'^^M 
wishes. For instance, the revolution in Eoumani gy g'^ 
and the acclamation of the Hohenzollem priner^^ce 
by the people of Bucharest, was a great stroke c^ <^ 
good fortune ; for this incident brusquely closed « 

door through which, according to the opinion ^ of 
more than one politician of the time, 
question might have gone its way in peace; 

• In a denpatch of March Ist, 1SC6. M. de Kigrm 
Marmora that, agreeably to his ir.fitruction«, ho had 
qiwatioii of czchangiog the Danabian Principalitiea for 
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ch influenoe which had contributed to install the 
[g Prussian prince on the banks of the Danube I 
mmediately afterwards, however, M. de Bismarck 

aroused from his state of security by vague 
mrs of conferences taking place between Austria 
France respecting Venice. He took advantage of 
i to induce the king to sign the secret treaty of 
I 8th with the Florentine Government; but 

after the offer of disarmament made by the 
nese Cabinet, the debates in the Corps lAgislaiif 
the manifestations of public opinion in France, 
h were more and more favourable to the cause of 
ij brought about a desperate state of stagnation, 
infused fresh courage into the Austrian sympa- 
rs at the court of William I. The Emperor 
^leon III. then rendered a signal service to the 
sian minister by setting the flagging political 
line again in motion; he made his speech of 
are on May 6th, in which he threw a scornful 
nee at the treaties of 1815. This, however, did 
prevent him from utterly routing all M. de Sis- 
Ik's plans by the sudden proposition of a congress, 

under the shock of this fresh incident, which 
.ed to compromise everything, M. de Bismarck 
e, for the first time, of compensations for France, 
am far less German than Prussian,'' said he to 
sral Grovone ; " I should have no difficulty in 
ig up to France all the territory which lies 

the adT&ntages which this iermination to the question would hare for 
nd and France, who would thus behold the peaceful acoomplishment 
) two programmes of the Crimeaa and Italian wars. The minister 
htJL Napoleon IIJ. seemed struck with the idea.— La Marmora^ p. 119. 
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between the Moselle and the Rhine, bat the kj^ 
would have the greatest scmples on this point" ^ 

Of coarse he woald have demanded in letam br^y^ 
the French G^oTemment their active co-operatioiL ^ 
the war — a demand which woald not have saited ^*te 
views of Napoleon IIL^ and which public opinion ^ 
France would have made it impossible to listen ta 
" The congress and the peace," wrote M. Benedet^^b^ 
on May 29th, " would completely upset all 
projects of M. de Bismarck, and that on the 
eve, as he supposes, of their realisation. He is ^^ot 
one of those minds who delude themselves easily, a^HUid 

he feels convinced that, brought face to face with ^^ 

powers assembled in conference, lus ambitious pol — — ^^7 
would be checked, and perhaps annulled . . . IH^ 
also fears to facilitate by his absence (in attendr^^^S 
the congress in Paris) the success of the occult ^ 
fluences which have never ceased to attempt 
reconciliation of the two great German soverei^ 
Were he to absent himself, the king might ^ 

prevailed upon to consent to an interview with ^^^ 
Emperor of Austria, and it is of importance that "• 
should keep watch in person over all the avenues ^ 
the palace. His fears in this respect are so keen tfc^:^^^^^ 
he intends to follow the l^ing on the campaign in ce^^^^ 
war should be declared ..." 

Meanwhile, he learned that fresh negotiations hr -•* 
been entered into between France and Austria on 



subject of Venice, and that in another direction tZ^ ^ 
king was, unknown to him, making friendly offers 

• DttpUoh of G«aenl Qoroiie, Jon* Srd, 1868. — Lq Mmrmtrm^ p. S7S> 
fUj Umboq in PniMi%" pp. IM^ 129. 
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peror Francis Joseph of an amicable arrange- 
W^illiam I. still preferred the little question of 
[lies to the great war for German nationality. 

almost possible to question what must have 
this time, the state of mind of the minister, 

several months past had been complaining 
it Barral, the Italian plenipotentiary at 
)f the treachery of his agents in London, 
, and Paris. He, moreover, had thought 
in danger, ever since the attempt made 
erson on May 7th, and was not without xm- 
conceming his sojourn in Paris during the 

which he was to attend, and which he 
for so many other reasons. " He no longer 

unaccompanied," writes Coimt Barral, *' and 
ietectives are to meet him on the frontier, 
rt him throughout his entire stay,"^"' 

journey never took place, as we know. 
to use the expression of M. d'Usedom, was 
from the congress," and Prince Gortchakof 
mall share in the work of salvation, 
lys ready with his friendship, he was the first 
der that the Austrian reservations t would 
e congress no " practical aim," thus giving 
xl for a general dispersion. From that time 
Jismarck set himself to " work the mind of 
al master," and finished by removing his 
b scruple. " His Majesty " (telegraphs Count 

maaaa of Connt Barral, April 7tli and June let, 1866. — La Mar. 
41, 266. 

[mm of M. de Lauxiaj, from St. Petersburg, Jmie Ist, 1866. — 
0, p. 266. We can alBo see, in the same work, with what 
de Bismarck seized this opinion of the Bussian chancellor's, and 
. it bj telegraph to the ▼arions Cabinets. 
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Bairal, May 23rd, from Berlin) " was deeply touched 
by the situation, and spoke of it with great tean in 
his eyes."' A fortnight later (June 8th), the king no 
longer wept, '' but there was still a sadness in his 
Yoico. indicative of the feelings of a resigned man, 
who has come to an unavoidable but unwished-for 
decision. His Majesty tells me that he is fiilly ooih 
vinced of the justice of his cause. ' I have a deir 
conscience/ he said, laying his hand on his heart, 
and apparently much moved ; * I have been for a 
very long time accused of being led by ambitiov 
motives to undertake this war, but now the whole 
world knows who is the aggressor/ "* 

'I shall return through Vienna or through Munich, 
or I shall charge with the last squadron — ^with the 
squadron that never comes back," said M de Bismaick 
to a foreign ambassador at the moment of leaviif 
Berlin with the staff, June 30th, 1866. Two days 
later he was already at Gitschin, on the field yet reek- 
ing with the fumes of a great battle. " I have ju* 
arrivod," he writes to his wife ; " the ground is y«* 
covered with corpses, horses, and arms. Our victori* 
3re much greater than we at first believed. . . • 
Sc»nd me some French novels to read, but not mow 
thiui one at a time, and may Go<l have you in hi» 
keeping ! " 

This Wiis A\Titten on the 2nd of July, 1866. Tho 
morrow w;is the day of Sadowa — ^thc morrow al 
lionnany Wiis at the feet of this singular amateur d 
Knuieh ronumces, imd the Emperor Napoleon IIL vaa 
piiufully awakened from his romance — from his long 

• Tcltfgimmi of U. d« BARmL— JLa Harmon, pp. 248, SM. 



TEE WAR IN GERMANY. 203 

Immanitarian dream. Like Titania, in ''A Mid- 
Bommer-Night's Dream," imperial France suddenly 
paceived that, possessed by some inconceivable hallu- 
Bmataon, she had caressed a monster. 

While so many terrible and marvellous events 
^Kxt taking place in the arena of the world, Eussia 
DODtiniied to sulk and to meditate — to meditate 
b a perpetual adoration of Prussia. We seek 
ia vain for any trace of her influence in events 
irhich yet so closely concerned her interests, her 
Sttuly alliances, her ancient traditions. "As I am on 
iie Bussian topic," said M. Benedetti, writing to his 
ddef in the spring of 1866, "allow me to mention 
Jttt I have always remarked, and not without sur- 
ttie, the indifierence with which the St. Petersburg 
Sibinet has regarded, from the very first, the 
tetensions of Prussia and the probability of a war 
etween the two great German powers. Nor have I 
een less impressed by the constant security in which 
have always found M. de Bismarck indulging with 
^gaid to the attitude and the intentions of the Empire 
Fthe North". . . Russia remained silent in 1865 during 
le crisis of Gastein ; in the month of May, 1866, she 
ily accepted the invitation to the congress in order to 
a the first to despair of its utility and to discourage 
te other powers from attending it ; she was absent 
Wn the deliberations of Nikolsburg and Prague, and 
ft to France the task of exerting herself there on be- 
df of the south of Germany and of Saxony ; she 
^cn delegated to her the honour of stipulating one 
DOT little clause in favour of unhappy Denmark, the 
nmtry of her future empress. 
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For one moment, it is true, M. d'Oubril, the 1 
ambassador at Berlin, a diplomatist of the old 
showed himself greatly alarmed at the conquests 
HohenzoUems. He was recalled in haste to St. 
burg, " and came back, after an absence of a few 
totally i-eassured, and affecting an amount o 
faction that was not dimmed for a single instan: 
by the reverses of the German princes allied 
House of Kussia, or by the development which 
was giving to her military power."* 

Prince Gortchakof did not sacrifice at the 
altars of the rights of nations and of Europea 
librium ; he did not share in certain prejudic 
ceming "the union that ought to exist betw 
conservative intereste ; " and his soul was too 1 
be jealous of a good neighbour. Besides, had 
also '*' vanquished Europe " three years before 
memorable Polish campaign ? In vain might 
personages, princesses, and grand-duchesses sa 
the women in Holy Scripture, that Saul had Id 
thousands, but David his t^ns of thousands ; i 
point to their spoliated relatives and their com 
inheritances. Alexander Mikh^ulovitch was ] 
vious of the laurels of his former colleague of 
fort, now become Chancellor of the Northen 
federation. He rejoiced to see Austria well pi 
and France thoroughly mortified ; further thi 
he considered that there was but little differe 
the face of the globe, only that there was on< 
great chancellor in this century. 

• Benedeiti. ** Hj MiBsioo in Prnfisxa/' pp. 99, S54. The pcof 
a oongreM made bj Prince Gortchakof, the daj after Sado*.Tmi Iml ■ 
by him ae foon ae made, we mention in a later chapter. 



CHAPTER VII. 



THE ECLIFSB OF EUROPE. 

iriOBS of JL Tluen in the Autanm of 1870— The BtiBsian Portfolio at 
T«nillee — ^^eoise Date of the Understanding between Bossia and 
Ihittia aotagoniatic to France — ^The Months of Jnly and Ang^ut, 1866 
"^fmn preTailing at the Court of the Tnileries after Sadowa — 
If i Mure s proposed by M. Dronyn de Lhuys — Opposition of the 
hliiB.Boyal Party and of M. Bonher--What was to be done?— 
t^Kgoit Necessity for a Congress — Kapoleon III. decides npon an 
Uted Mediation, and sends M. Benedetti to the Prussian Head- 
VKten— Peooliar Lang^nage used by M. de Bismarck in the Presence 
^ X. Benedetti at Nikolsborg and Bronn — Trap laid for France — She 
ftiM Flrassia from all European control, and hastens on the Prelimin- 
^ iriei of Kickolsborg, July 26th — Saying of M. de Bismarck on the 
I folitigiie d$ pourboire — Secret French Despatch of Angost 5th, demand- 
^ tbs Left Side of the Rhine with Mayence — M. de Bismarck's 
kHfl^y Befnsal — Dilatory Negotiations — Journey of M. Benedetti 
te Buis, and Abandonment of the Despatch of August 6th — Difficult 
Sluitian of M. Benedetti : he pleads for a Secret Alliance with Prussia 
MtiM Subject of Belgium — ConfeiBuces concerning this Secret Treaty 
""IseonceiTBble Folly on the Part of the Freuch Ambassador at Berlin — 
Alii Peace with Austria, Aug^ust 26th — M. de Bismarck's sudden 
fc tpic ions : he hesitates to Sign the Secret Act — Resig^tion of 
ILDroajn de Lhuys, and Circular from the ad interim Minister. 
X. ds Laialette, September 16th — Use made by M. de Bismarck of the 
^Saeret Propositions of France relatire to the Rhine and to Belgium 
— IGUtuy ConTentions with the States of the South, Aug^ust 17th.23rd 
■ O sB tt al Mantenffel's Mission to St. Petersburg, August — ^Agreement 
<Btoiad into between Prussia and Russia in case of a War with France 
"-Chief Fault of the Napoleonic Policy after Sadowa — Elimination of 
Inope. 

» the beginning of the gloomy month of November, 
870, two illustrious persons were seated by the 
le in the smaU parlour of the '^Maison Jeaa6" 
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situated in the Rue de Provence, at Versailles, two 
persons whose slightest act all Europe was watctuDg 
with anxiety at the time. 

Leaning with both arms on a work-table, on whidi 
" two bottles, with candles stuck in their necks, did 
duty as candelabra,"* M. de Bismarck asked permission 
of M. Thiers to smoke a cigar, and relaxed, after the 
negotiations which they had been discussing througlh 
out the day, relative to the armistice and to the peace, 
into a gossiping conversation full of abuse of the 
war. Among other things, he mentioned the fict 
that the Emperor Napoleon III., on seeing him sf- 
proach in the little garden, in which they met afler 
the capitulation of Sedan, armed with a pair of pistols, 
had turned pale : " He thought me capable of an act 
of bad taste." There is no doubt that in this, the 
man who, ever since the attempt of Blind, had shown 
the greatest nervousness about his own peisoual 
8afety,t attributed, and most ungenerously, to the 
unhappy monarch thoughts he was very far 6oo 
entortaininjj:. 



* These details, as well as the subseqaent ones, are boiroired fr* 
the account of this intorriew given bj M. Thiers himself, a fsw ^7* 
hitor, at the Bishop's Palace at Orleans, and published bj M. A. BciC^ 
in his *' Rocits do I'lnvasiou," pp. 318—325. 

t Wo haro already quoted the despatch of M. do Barral from B^ 
Juno iHt, 186G, three weeks after Blind's attempt: " M. do BismArck" 
longer goes out alone, and French detectives will meet him on the fst^ 
and accomi>any him throughout the journoy," M. Jules Favro (*'Hiit«»** 
Gouvernement do la Defenso Nationale," vol. i., pp. 163, IW) speaks of **■ 
uneasiness displayed by the Prussian minister during the interview it ^ 
Castle of Ilauto Maison, at Montry : *' Wo are very badly placed here;''* 
franc-tirenrs can take aim at mo through any of thofo windows.'* Ws*^ 
also recall the language used, later on, in the Chambers, by the Guf^ 
Chancellor, on the subject of Kulmann's attempt on hit life. 
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h the b^inning of the gloomy month of November, 
1S70, two illustrious persons were seated by the 
ire in the small parlour of the ^'Maison Jess^/' 
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and other dignitaries, as well as from Buasian socL^ 
in general. The emperor and his chancellor hi 
expressed themselves .very strongly against the ck 
bitant demands of Prussia ; they have declared tl 
Russia will never give her consent to any unjust c< 
ditions, and that consequently the consent of 1 
other powers will equally be wanting. The exactic 
of Prussia would therefore be only the exactions 
brute force, and would not be founded on any sflhi 
tioa"* 

Without entering into any details, M. Thiers spc 
to the Prussian minister in general terms of the mat 
of solicitude shown him by " his friend. Prince Go: 
chakof," and concluded by saying that Russia iw 
becoming alarmed and irritated. At these wo^ 
M. de Bismarck rose and touched a bell. "Bri 
me the portfolio containing the Russian papers." 3 
portfolio was brought "Read," said he; "here 
thirty letters from St Petersburg." M. Thiers ^ 
not slow in profiting by the permission : he read, 
his eyes were opened. 

It must be said, however, that the illustr 
historian of the Consulate and the Empire bro 
this iTuel deception on himself. He might 
spared himself this, as well as many another 

• These detail! are taken from a despatch of Lord L70111, of Oou 
1870. M. de Chaadordy had commimicatad M. Thiers' telegrmi 
Hritinh nml>as«atlor. It is corioas to compare this tingnlar teV 
M. Thiom with the opinion expressed by Prince Gknrtcbakof in the 
of the Kn^lish ambassadors, '* that the conditions indicated in the ( 
M. de Bismarck. September 16th, conld only be modified by milits 
and that nothing conld at present anthoriso such a conjectara.**- 
oj Sir A, Buchanan^ October 17 tK. The conditions then indicated ia tl 
circular were already AUae^ and Mett, 
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take of his rapid journey across Europe, had he but 
consulted competent men, or even paid them the 
slightest attention. M. de Beust, for example, was 
eminently in a position to have given him the most 
edifying details as to the real state of the relations 
existing between Russia and Prussia. There was also 
3M. Benedetti, who could have given him the precise 
date of the agreement entered into between the courts 
of Berlin and St. Petersburg in case of a war with 
B^ce, and who could at the same time have in- 
fbimed him of the extraordinary circumstances under 
^^^lich this agreement was made. Let us caU these 
^^iicumstances to mind, and strive to free them from 
the doak of mystery with which certain interested 
persons continue to envelope them; let us once more go 
"^k to the day after Sadowa, to the public and secret 
^•^aiisactions which followed that sad event. The 
Majority of the political combinations, which were 
'o prove so fatal to France in the war of 1870, were 
Woven and consolidated during that fatal epoch — 
^^iring the two months of July and August, 1866. 

"None of the questions which affect us will be 
*^led without the assent of France," was the decla- 
^tion made by Napoleon III., in a solemn document 
^d before the Corps L^gislatif on the 11th of June, 
1866 ; and among these questions the " modification 
tf the map of Europe to the exclusive benefit of any 
P^t Power,'' naturally held a prominent position. 
Now, in virtue of the victories, as vast as they were 
^expected, of the 3rd July, 1866, Prussia intended 
dteting the map to her exclusive benefit. Instead 

p 
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of ^' mainraining Anstzia in her great position 
Gremiaiir,'* as the imperial letter of the lltii cizrf 
June demanded, Prussia exacted the entire exclii8io»:3i 
of the Empire of the Hapsbnrgs fix>m the Geniufe-^ 
Confederation; instead of granting ** a more importacat 
rHe^ a more poweiful oiganisation '^ to the secondai^J 
States, she claimed jurisdiction over the whole ^ 
Germany; and contemplated into the bargain annexix^S 
laige portions of the countries occupied by her troo^^ 

In fomenting this war, which was to end in sU^^ 
an unexpected manner, the imperial policy had ^-^^ 
tended, above all, to secure two results : the freed^^*^ 
of Venice, and an equitable arrangement of affiur» ^^ 
Germany. 

Venice had been given up — given up even befc^*^ 
the war, and in accepting this cession, in announci-^^ 
this "important event" in the Moniieur, after Gtene:*'* 
Benedeek's great disaster, the £mperor NapoleC^^ 
according to the opinion of his Minister for Forei.^^ 
Affairs, was all the more bound to protect Austria 2l^^^ 
her allies, as it was now a question of the vital intere^^* 
of France herself. 

The minister, in consequence, advised his augc^^ 
master to convoke the Corps Ldgislatif, to send *^ 
the eastern frontier an army of observation, whi ^^ 
Marshal Randon at that time was rapidly oiganisii^^' 
and to declare to Prussia that France woidd occa^^y 
the left bank of the Rhine unless she showed hers^^^ 
more moderate towards the vanquished, or if s^'^ 
attempted any territorial acquisitions that mig"^ 
endanger the equilibrium of Europe. 



I 
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Certaiiily, after the terrible experiences of 1870, 

we may feel some very reasonable doubts as to the 

propriety and wisdom of the measures proposed by 

H Drouyn de Lhuys in the month of July, 1866 ; but 

Btill, we must bear in mind that the prestige of France 

was then very great and almost unshaken, that in a 

week Austria would be able to bring back 1S0,000 or 

130,000 soldiers from Italy, and that General Moltke's 

troops were already beginning to feel the effects which 

every war — even a fortunate one — will produce. 

** Prussia is victorious," said the French ambassador 

^t the Court of Vienna, " but she is exhausted. From 

*l^e Rhine to Berlin you will scarcely meet with 15,000 

^en. You may make yourself master of the situa- 

tiou by a simple military demonstration, and in perfect 

^^cqrity, as at this moment Prussia is incapable of 

^^tering on a war with France. Let the Emperor make 

* Himple military demonstration, he will be astonished 

*^ find with what facility he wiU, without striking 

^ blow, become the arbiter and the master of the 

^tuation." 

In the private letters of M. de Bismarck to his 

^tfe during this campaign, can be found traces of 

the cares which at the time assailed his spirit, 

^^pecially of the trouble it cost him to moderate 

**^^ enthusiasm of his hot-headed friends, "good 

P^ple who cannot see beyond their own noses," 

^ qui nagent d leur aise sur la vague ecxiDiante de la 

P^*^e." The week after Sadowa, during his march 

^ Vienna, he wrote from Hohenmauth : " Dost thou 

y^t remember, dear heart, that nineteen years ago we 

p 2 
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passed through here on our way from Pragae t4) 
Vienna ? Neither then nor later on, when I travelled 
along this same line with the amiable Lynar, did I 
imagine what the future had in store for me ! . . 
All goes well, and we shall have a treaty of 
peace worth the making if we do not exagger»-i» 
our demands, and fancy that we have conquered t3ie 
world. Unfortunately we are as prone to becor^tt^ 
intoxicated with success as we are to despair of i- "t J 
and the ungrateful task devolves upon me of pouii^cng 
water into heated wine, and of showing that we are n-^t 
alone in Europe, but that we have three neighbouifl^ 

Again, in his celebrated speech of the 16th ^f 
January, 1874, to the Reichstag, the Chancellor ^f 
Germany, in speaking of those decisive days, maxie 
the important confession that, "although Frao^^ 
herself had at that time but a limited number ^^ 
troops at her disposal, nevertheless, a few of th^^ 
would have sufficed to form a very import^'^^ 
army when united to the numerous forces ^^ 
the south of Germany, which, on its Bi^^» 
could furnish excellent materials, and whose ot^7 
fault wits a defective organisation. Such an aX^^y 
would immediately have forced us to fall back ^ 
protect Berlin, and to abandon all our successes -^ 
Austria." 

Let us add to this that Germany was sti^ 
violently averse to the ''fratricidal" j^olicy of Prussi-^ 
and that the proceedings and exactions of the tv^^ 
generals Manteuffel and Vogel von Falkenstein hat^ 
caused the greatest exasperation among the people oi# 



i 
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tiie banks of the Main. For one moment, one very 
transitory moment, it is true, the sight of French troops 
on the Rhine would not have wounded Germanic 
snsceptibilities, and would even have been hailed 
iwith joy. " Sire/' said at this time one of the most 
eminent ministers of the German Confederation to 
tile Emperor Napoleon III., " Sire, a simple military 
demonstration on your part may save Europe, and 
^=rennany will be eternally grateful to you. If 
you allow the present opportunity to escape, before 
^^iother four years have elapsed you will have to go 
*o war with Prussia, and you will have the whole of 
^^nermany against you." But the terror which the 
pit>cligious victories of the Prussians had infused into 
"'^e ruling mind of the TuUeries was too great to 
^^ow it to retain the coolness of judgment so 
Necessary in such a momentous crisia The needle- 
6^^ was also a novelty, whose importance, now ex- 
aggerated, now depreciated by authoritative opinions, 
^^^tributed in no small degree to add to already 
Numerous perplexities ; and, finally, there arose a 
^^Ubt as to the possibility of raising the number of 
^^H fixed upon by the Minister of War ; the fatal 
"^^xican expedition had swallowed up nearly aU the 
^^^*Us and troops of France.^ 

The French Government was thus forced to confess 

^ This was the opinion set on foot by the parti de Toctton, and ifc was 

^'^Xi mmoared that Marshal Randon (Minister of War) had been arrested 

*|^ imprisoned at Vincennes. In April, 1867) the chief political personages 

^ th« Empire, notably the members of the Privy Council, received a con* 

^^nttial memorandum from the former Minister of War, who had been. 

*H%Kieded in the month of January by Marshal Niel. In this document 
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that it had arduously desired, fiavouied — nay, ex^^ 
provoked — one of the greatest European comj^-^^^ 
cations, without having asked itself whether, in t! 
event of a crisis or of the rupture of the equilibrii 
of Europe, it was even in a position to make a simpl 
military demonstration. 

The jxiiii de Faction henceforward had an ei ^ 
task to uphold Prussia as the powerful agent o^:^^ ^ 
ci^-ilisation and of progress, to condemn the Austriai«-^5^ 
sympathies that perennially clung to the offices of th^-^i^® 
Quai d'Orsay, and to recommend more than ever aicfc^**^ 
alliance with 3L de Bismarck: he was to be giveiK*^^^ 
carte blanche in G^ermany, and the imity of France^'^^^ 
was to be completed by the seizure of Belgium. 

M. Drou}Ti de Lhuys did not fail to point out thc^-^*® 
weakness and folly of such suggestions, and askedfc^'^*" 
with some bitterness how France, who was not eveic^^^^^ 
capable of organising an army of observation on th^-^*^ 
Rhine, could jiossibly be strong enough to attack^*- ^^* 
Antwerp, to provoke England, and bear the probable^^-*^ 
hostility of all the other European Powers — Prussia, ^:-^^ 
no doubt, among the rest. He did not spare his 
reproiiches, and exposed the officious and culpable 
zeal that had been employed in bringing about a 
war whoso cousoquonces he had never ceased to dread, 
and inveighed more especially against the uncon- 
ditional freedom of action granted to the most dan- 



tfanbal Bandon cndoavoarcd to expose the fully of all the 
brought agaiiut him, and maintaiDed that after Sadowa it woold hava bwa 
fKj tor him to have anembled at thcthortest notice at least 100,000 man oa 
tha BUat fhmtier. This confidential paper was publiahed, at the dears of 
ikiMthar, in October, 1870, mider the title, **De hi Sitoation de TAnnce 

MrAufeiaes. Gienobmsro." 
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gesrow^, the most powerful side — to the very side from 
^vrhich sureties should have been exacted. 

Where he had been at liberty to do so, he had 
taken every precaution that lay in his power. In 
the event of Austria being victorious, Venice would 
alwa3rs have remained to Italy. "In my opinion," 
added the minister ingenuously, " from a French point 
of view, this was a bad result ; but, as the emperor 
desired it above everything, I procured it for him." 

It was now the least that could be done, he 

thought, to allow him to obtain from the other side 

•ome compensation for France, this time, which would 

jiietify in the eyes of the nation the indulgence 

«hown to Prussia. For several days the debates were 

prolonged and lively, and agitated by conflicting 

influences. The Palais-Royal party was not the only 

one to advocate the desertion of the Austrians : up 

to a certain point this line of action was upheld 

^y several statesmen whose judgments and opinions 

Were usually most moderate. 

M. Bouher was one of the first to oppose any 
mihtary demonstration on the eastern frontier; he 
Was soon, indeed, to make a speech in favour of *' a 
i^eceBsary and . remunerative alliance between France 
•iid Prussia." ''Austria," according to the opinion 
of another important member of the Privy Council, 
"now only inspires that amount of interest which is 
J*^ door to indiflference, and which is always inspired 
V the strong when they have lost their strength by 
fteir own fault, by their own want of foresight and 
*e. Up till now everything has happened for the 
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best.'' * While M. Hague was thus pronoimciiig the ^ 
viciii over zhe House of Hapsbuig — ^little diftamirx 
alas ! ih^xz fo;ir jeazs later Europe would pronoura. 
an almo^ idendoal sentence with legaid to France- 
august lady, a sister of the King of Wurtembeig, a.xa.d 
doselv rel5.:ei to the French imperial £Eunily, x^^^mb 
expressing herself Terr differently. "You are <3I^ 
luding yourselves strangely," said she ; " your prestijg® 
has diminished more during this last fortnight tba^'-^ 
during the whole of the imperial reign I You cota.-*^" 
tenance the destruction of the weak; you toleriB-*® 
the imlimited insolence and brutality of your n^^^^ 
neighbour; you accept a gift, and you have rx^^^ 
even a good word for the giver. I regret that y^^^ 
should think that my interests dictate my opinio^* 
on this subject, and that you do not foresee fcl*® 
fatal danger of a powerftd Germany and of a powerX*^ 
Italy. It is the dynasty which is menaced, and whi^^ 
will have to bear the consequences. 

" Do not think that the disasters which have l^^* 
fallen my country have made me unjust or suspicio"*-*^ 
Venice given up, you should have succoured Austf^^^** 
have advanced your troops to the Khine, and It^*-^ 
down your own conditions ! To permit Austri^=* ^ 
annihilation was worse than a crime, it was a mistake'* 

Whether mistake or crime, the French h^^ 
decided how to act before this spirited appeal of t^^ 
Queen of Holland reached the Tuilerieat 

• Confidential note of M. do Magne for the Emperor. — Papers and Cat"^^ 
spcndsnce qf the Imperial Family^ vol. i., p. 240. 

f This letter, addrcEsed to a former French minister at the Hague, a*^ 
laid before the Emperor, was found at the Tnilerics, after the •ith Sept«^^'' 
ber.^Paprrs and Correspondence of the Imperial Family, toL i., p. 14. 
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Napoleon III. was very ill at the time, suffering 
fiom the first effects of a painful malady (from 
which he was never afterwards to be free), and, in 
consequence, less than ever inclined to adopt any 
Tigorous measures ; so that on the 10th July, after 
a council of ministers held in the Emperor's pre- 
sence, Prince Mettemich had to inform Vienna that 
France would interfere no further in the conflict 
tlian by means of her diplomatists. 

Yet, something more efficacious, more loyal at any 
ate, might have been attempted than such an empty 
and isolated mediation, filled, as it was, with perilous 
reticences and egotistical calculations. The whole of 
the European Powers might have been interrogated on 
such an eminently " European " question — a question 
which so closely affected the equilibrium of the Con- 
tinent. A word from France on the subject " would 
certainly have been listened to," to use an expression 
cwitained in an imperial letter of June 11th; for even 
frince Gortchakof himself spoke of the necessity of 
* general congress at this time.* 

Under the first and violent shock caused by the 
wdden foundering of Austria and her hopes, at the 
^^^ctacle of so many of his august master's relatives 
Bienaced by spoliation and ruin, the Russian Chan- 
cer had indeed involuntarily expressed the true 
'^edy for the situation. 

However devoted he might be to his old Frankfort 

*Thii waiy howerer, but a passing weakness on the part of Prince 
^^ttdakof, a laggestion cairjing no weight, and whose only authentic 
'^itttt can be traced to an obscure sebtence in a despatch of the French 
r aft Bariin.— £•• Bentdetti, My Mission in Prussia, p. 226. 
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OLGeagTK. XkoveTd- iaadnated br his genius^ Alexander 
IFVr.yk'VJiA Lid sdH mo much of the old Adia 
iS:G:i ion — ?o3 modi of the aitachS of Prince Neaad- 
pcoe. in ihr days of LaTl:ach and Verona — ^to admits 
ax lie £is^ onset, the possibility of sach a eoD- 
sidc»^2^ akefatkm in paUic affidis being effected 
viibour ihe knowledge of Europe and without bi^ 

Why liid no: the CalHnet <rf the Tuileriea take tke 
Chancellor ar his woid I Why did it not at least 
anemp: to convene an assemblage of the PowOT Mi 
pi«^-nee oi an nphieaval which threatened to overthww 
the balance of the States ? Why did it not see that 
in treanniT separately with M. de Bismarck, it waa 
boi playing ihe conqueror s own game ? 

In spite of his triumphs, in spite even of to 
audacity, the Prussian minister could not but have 
btvn emU\rrassed had he been called upon to face the 
AiYopcigus of the Powers^ and propose to them the 
aliuo>r entiiv abolition of the treaties of 1815, the de- 
thrv^uing of the cmoiont House of Guelph, and the ex- 
clusion of the empire of the Hapsburgs fix)m the bofi<^ 
of the Gennan Confederation ; and we shall see what 
subtleties he practised in ortler to save himself fi^ 
such a necessity, jmd to make France his accomplice iB 
this eclipse of Europe. 

Strangi* fatality of the Napoleonic idea 1 ^ 
dreamer of Ham had passeil his whole life in f^ 
jXK^ing congresses, in calling them together at tW 
m^vst inopjxirtune moments, under the most iuatt' 
apicious circumstances ; and yet he neglected to apply 
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I much-esteemed and celebrated panacea on the 
ly occasion when justice and good sense demanded 
-on the only occasion when it might have proved 
dfdl or salutary 1 

Fortunate, surprisingly fortunate, was the minister 

William I., who, according to Count d'Usedom, 
ys thus "saved from the congress" twice over 
ring the space of a few weeks — in the month of 
ne, thanks to the kindness of Prince Gortchakof ; 

the month of July, thanks to the infatuation of 
ance I The passing weakness of Alexander Mik- 
flovitch was certainly not unknown at the Tuileries ; 
t the treaties of 1815 had been so eloquently de- 
unced in the Auxerre speech, so much importance 
Paris had been illuminated — had been attached to 
5 cession of Venice. The reigning sovereign there 
U dung to his '^ p7*estige" still to his character 
the " Neptune of Virgil," were it only in the eyes 
the uninitiated; and still hoped to receive some 
3d reward by obliging once moi^ *' the Piedmont of 
rmany." In consequence, M. Benedetti received 
lers to repair to head-quarters in Moravia, to offer 
i French mediation to M. de Bismarck, and to " sift 
Q " also as to the advantages which he, with his 
ise of justice, could not fail to grant to so warm a 
idiator. 

Nothing can be more singular than the language 
the Prussian minister during these interviews in 
)ravia with the French ambassador. M. de Bismarck 
jan by renewing his fantastic Biarritz speeches; 
was a travesty of Tilsit that he seemed to be per- 
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forming at his head-quarters at BruniL The son of 
Frederick William III., the conquered of Jena, was to 
divide the world with the nephew of Napoleon L, and 
divide it to the detriment of Russia and England! 
"He tried to prove to me," wrote M. Benedetti 
(July 15th), "that Austria's reverses would pennit 
France and Prussia to recast their territorial poe- 
sessions, and at once end the difficulties which 
were continuing to menace the peace of Europe 
I reminded him of the existence of certain treaties i 
and that the war which he was desirous of hinde^ j 
ing would be the very first result of such a policy, i 
M. de Bismarck replied that I was mistaken; diat 
were France and Prussia united by solemn engage- 
ments, and resolved to alter their frontiers, they 
would together be in a position to do so without 
having to fear any armed resistance either boB 
England or from Russia." In other words— and 
these words are also in the report of M. Benedetto 
— the Prussian minister "wished to free himad* 
from all European control," and thought *> 
obtain this freedom by means of a separate undc^ 
standing with France. As for the means by which 
this valuable understanding was to be effected, they 
were of the simplest description. France was to seek 
her fortune along the banks of the Maese and the i 
Scheldt. " It win not be news to your Excellency, 
wrote M. Benedetti to his chief, a few days afttf 
Nikolsburg, " when I inform you that M. de Ha* 
marck is of opinion that we ought to look for com' 
pensation in Belgium, and that he has offered to coiDS 
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> an understanding with ns." He did not, however, 
>andon all idea of giving France something on the 
hine — not in Prussian territory, which it would 
3 impossible to make King William give up ; but 
something might be found in the Palatine," that 

to say, in Bavaria. He was still " far more Prus- 
an than Grerman," and it was possible to come to 
snns with Walhalla. The French Government fell 
ompletely into the trap laid for it, and afforded 
Prussia, from the j&rst, the help it required " to free 
tadf from the control of Europe," by assisting it to 
somplete the preliminaries of Nikolsburg, which were 
■gned on the 26th July, and by which the exclu- 
■wn of Austria from Germany was accomplished, and 
which created a Northern Confederation under the 
■ocptre of the Hohenzollems. 

•Once this serious assault on public right and on the 
^uilibrium of the world was consummated, and the 
^ virtually at an end, compensations were again 
Wked of In a letter from M. Drouyn de Lhuys to 
*• de Goltz, dated from Vichy (August 3rd), he says 
Ikat the Emperor, his august master, *' had not wished 
^ complicate the difficulties of a work of European 
•^terest, by treating prematurely with Prussia on the 
^tject of territory;" but now the time seemed to 
we come at which to touch upon these questions, 
^d all the more as Prussia was preparing to annex 
^nsiderable territories on the north of the Main. 
*Ihe king," had already written M. de Bismarck 
M. de Goltz (July 10th), *'the king attaches less 
mportance to the constitution of a political confede- 
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ntioQ in the north than he does to the am 
of teiritorr; he wo«iId ]«efer to abdicate soon 
letnm withoat scHne important territorial 
aLdon."* * 

In addition to the possession of the du< 
the Elbe, already claimed at Nikolsborg, Pnu 
wished to absorb the free towns, also Cassel, E 
and even Saxony ; and in the Tuileries it was 
possible to measure French exigencies accor 
the number of human souls and square miles ' 
the Conqueror would demand for himsel£ 

" The great war for German nationality/' i 
recommended by the popular Caasar at Biair 
thus turning into a " market of human a] 
the reproach bitterly addressed to the Conj 
Vienna, to the *' accursed " treaties of 1815 ; a 
undeniable that in all this France played a p 
was but little worthy of her. She ignored 
ancient and modem right, the principles of i 
will as well as those of hereditary sovereignl 
all this, moreover, in the hopes of an illegitim 
petty reward which was to be derived from 
and universal calamity. In the words of the . 
humorist, it was taking advantage of an era; 
Vesuvius to boil an egg ! M. de Bismarck nu 
at this time of a cruel but not altogether un 
expression : ** France's jx)lioy," said he to a 
minister of the German Confederation, "1 
policy is one of taking tips " (fait une politi 
pourboire). 

* Despatch in cipher, interccptod l>y tho Aastriam, andpablii 
** Uiftoiy of the War of 1866," by the AnBtrian Staff. 
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A letter written by M. Rouher, August 6tL, 1866, 
^d rince found among the papers of the Tuileries,^ 
leveals to us the strange delusions cherished at this 
time by the French Q-ovemment— delusions which the 
Prossian ambassador in Paris encouraged to the best 
of his ability. " M. de Goltz considers our demands 
to be correct in principle," wrote the minister ; " he 
^onaiders that the sole desire of our country ought 
to be satisfied, and a necessary and remunerative 
flflidnce formed between France and Prussia. The 
•dfficulty is to decide the limit of our demands. 
The Empress would ask for much or for nothing, in 
«der to avoid compromising our final preten- 
aona." As for M. Rouher himself, he thought that 
**public opinion would have something to satisfy it if 
to-moirow we could say ofl&cially : *' Prussia consents to 
^ retaking the frontiers of 1814, and thus obliter- 
•feigthe consequences of Waterloo." But, be it well 
^derstood, the minister did not admit "that this 
'^ctification was to be an acquittal in full of all future 



** Doubtless fresh events must precede fresh de- 
^dfi, but fresh events will most certainly take place. 
"*nnany has only accomplished one of the many 
^^*^tions she will require to make before she steadies 

***PiperBand Correspondence of the Imperial Fanuly," vol. ii., pp. 225, 228. 
^oditon affirm that this letter was addressed to M. de Mousticr, which 
T"* be an error, as M. de Moustior was then at Constantinople. We are 
^iQed to think that it was destined for M. Conti, who had accompanied the 
f^Pttfor to Vichy. Napoleon III. was at that time very ill, and in an 
^^^•ble state of mind, and had gone to Vichy on the 17th of Jnly, where 
^ Bronyn de Lhnys saw him for a moment. The Chief of the State vnui 
^> however, able to prolong his visit at the watering-place, and returned 
to Ptris OD the 8th of Aagost. 
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herself on her new basis. Let us be more lei 
future to profit by passing events, they will i 
wanting." 

"The States south of the Main will, no < 
become during the next few years an apple of d 
or a subject of barter. M. de Goltz even no\ 
not disguise his feelings of covetousness for this 
of confederates.'* Thus, at the very time whc 
French Government was priding itself on "sa 
the Southern States ; on establishing, on the oj 
banks of the Rhine, a new political combinat 
a combination to which the Minister afterwardi 
the fancious name ofles trots trongons" and de 
most reassuring to France, it was already co: 
plating the desertion of this combination, or tb 
of it for " a reasonable price ! " 

But what folly it was to think, after & 
and Nikolsburg, after the downfall of Austria, 
all European intervention had been set at na 
and the military weakness of France exposed on 
side,"'' that Prussia would be accessible to arr 
ments which she had declined to agree to befor 
immense victories ; in her time of perplexity, 
she was in the very throes of a crisis which the t 
world recognised as perilous in the extreme 1 
early even as the 8th of June, on the eve of 
war, M. Bcnedetti described, in the following mai 



* " Thoro haa been too much said lately about the nnreadincM of Fr 
-—Oonfidential note of M. Magnet July 20th (Papers and Corrttpand* 
the Imperial Family, rol. i., p. 241). M. de Goltz had penetrated thif 
•t an early hour, and oontinoally adyised M. de BiBmarok to 

I attitude with i*egard to France. 



THB ECLIPSE OF EUROPE. 225 

™^ state of public opinion in Prussia with regard to 

^^^«nce : " The apprehension^ with which France fills 

Pitwsia are still as great as ever, and would be aroused, 

^ a violent and unanimous manner, at the slightest 

^^cation on our part of a wish to extend our pos- 

^^saions towards the east. By no Prussian, from the 

^ingto the humblest of his subjects, would the bare 

®^I>po8ition of any sacrifice on the Khine be endured 

*fc this moment. The Crown Prince, though con- 

'^ixiced of the political dangers by which he is sur- 

J^iinded, declared not long ago, with great energy, 

*^ one of my colleagues, that he would prefer war 

*^ "the cession even of the small county of Glatz."^'^ 

And it is this same diplomatist who showed such 

a ciompletc appreciation of the situation before the 

Bohemian campaign — it is this same ambassador who 

^t^rwards took upon himself to present to M. de 

Bismarck the demands of the Cabinet of the Tuileries, 

g^ing actually so far as to submit to him, on the 

Stli of August, an outline of a secret treaty, aban- 

dc>i:iing to France the whole of the left bank of the 

^Hine, without even excepting the great stronghold of 

M^^yence ! 

'* In contemplating the important acquisitions which 



^ "Mj Miflsion in Prufsia," pp. 171, 172. M. Droayn de Lhays, who had 

*^^^y obtained the cession of Venice from Austria, whatever might be the 

'^^Vt of the dispute, insisted, at this time, on sureties being in a like 

™^^^er taken from Prussia, "the cleverest and most dangerous of the two 

^**t«nding parties." M. Benedetti did not cease to oppose such a step, in 

/* fear that, if it were suggested, Prussia would entirely abandon her 

^^^^gns against Austria ; and the despatch of July 8th was only a fresh 

^*P^ in favour of the unconditional freedom {lai$ser.aller) to bo accorded 

^ ^ de Bismarck. 
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the peace would ensure to Prussia, I was of opinio ^jg 
that some fresh territorial arrangement was necessasHr^ 
to our security. I provoked nothing, neither did I 
guarantee success ; I only allowed myself to hope f^K)r 
it so long .as our tone remained resolute and o^bjt 
attitude firm." 

Was there too great a show of resolution, or vp^^b 
there a want of firmness ? In M. de BismarcB^B 
retort there certainly did not seem, however, to ^ 
any want of firmness. " Very good," was his re^^lj 
to the pressing entreaties of the ambassador, " tl»- ^ 
we shall have war ! But do not fail to remind iKiis 
Majesty the Emperor that, under certain circix==*^' 
stances, such a war might be waged with revolutio^*^» 
•and that, in the presence of revolutionary dang^^^^ 
German dynasties would prove to be built on vtx^^^ 
solid foundations than that of Napoleon."* 

This was not, however, to be the Pruss^*-^ 
minister's last word. Although fully decided M^ot 
to admit any discussion on the subject of *^^ 
Rhine provinces, he still did not wish complet^^J 
to discourage the French ambassador, and c^>^' 
tinned a game vrit\\ him that he designated 1^*^ 
on in his circular of July 29th, 1870, by the ^P" 
thet, hitherto unknown to diplomatists, of "di*^" 
tory negotiations," He spoke of his affection ^^ 
Napoleon III., of the ambition he still cherished ^^ 
resolving in concert with him the many importaxi* 
problems of the future. 

• Benedetti, " Mj Mission in Prussia," pp. 177, 178; PruBtian Umlf^ 
{R^icUarxM^igfT), October 21st, 1871. 
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" Prussia requires the alliance of a great Power : " 
-fchis was his supreme conviction, which he unceasingly 
instilled into the mind of his august master; and 
-what alliance more desirable, from the standpoint 
of progress and civilisation, than that of the French 
empire ? 

Returning thus to his former confidences of Nikols- 
l>urgandof Brunn, he insinuated "that other arrange- 
rr^ents might be made that would satisfy the respective 
iixterests of the two countries,"^ and strengthened 
jML Benedetti in his resolution of returning to Paris 
t>o explain the situation. 

In Paris, the battle of influences had begun with 

renewed vigour between the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and the Prussian ambassador, M. do Goltz, 

'^'ho was powerfully seconded by the parti de 

^cution, and to whom the arrival (August 11th) of 

M!, Benedetti proved of great service. M. Drouyn 

de Lhuys did not show the slightest surprise at the 

** Prussian ingratitude," as M. Benedetti had termed 

*t in one of his last despatches," t but by a logic 

^hich we fail to understand, he was all the more satis- 

fi^ to see the French demands take a definite shape. 

"They could be withdrawn at a suitable time;" 

* " Mj Mitaon in Prassia/' p. 181. This assertion of M. Benedetti ia 
'vdlj oonflrmed by a note fonnd among the papers in the Tuileries, of which 
tion will be made later on. 



. t ** Pnusia woald be ignoring the rights of justice and woald be display. 
^'^ at the nme time a depth of ingratitude were she to deny ns the guaran- 
*••• which her extension of territory obliges ns to demand." — Despatch 
-fr^ If. Benedetti, August 6th, 1866, found in the chdteau of Cerfay, among 
^ papers of M. Rouher, and published in the Prussian " Moniteur** of the 2lst 
^^dsher, 1871. About the nme time the ingratitude of Italy also became 
^ topic of the day. *< The nn justifiable ingratitude of Italy irritates even 

q2 



dangerous connections, and prevent certain e 
ments for the future, which he especiallj dr 
but here also his judgment was at fault M. dc 
suddenly informed him that he had come to an 
ment with the Emperor as to the annexationfi 
made by William L in the north of Grermany, 
letter of the 1 2 th of August, addressed to the 'it 
de Lavalette by the head of the State cut ah 
controversy with Prussia. " I gather firom m 
versation with Benedetti," wrote Napoleon III. 
Minister of the Interior, "that we should ex^ 
Germany against us, and should derive but 
small benefit. It is of importance that public < 
should not err on this subject." The misfortui 
however, that the Imperial Government allov 
opinion to bo at fault on a far more difficult 
aud that it allowed Belgium henceforth to beco: 
object of a negotiation as deceptive as it wae 
from the overpowering responsibility of wi 
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^rainly essayed to escape on the outbreak of the war 
of 1870. 

That M. de Bismarck was from the very first 

-the originator of the gloomy conspiracies against the 

!land of the Maese and the Scheldt, that he was also 

-fche tempter of the French Government — a tempter 

^^ftentimes repulsed — cannot now be doubted, as au- 

-fchenticated documents have since been published of a 

ature to convince the most incredulous minds. It 

not only in his conversations with General 

3vone that the Prussian Prime Minister clearly 

idicated Belgium and certain portions of Switzerland 

i being the most suitable territories *' for the indem- 

ication of France." Even prior to the spring of 

866, even before the interview of Biarritz, M. de 

lismarck had essayed to sell the bear s skin {vendre 

ipeau de Vours), as Napoleon III. said to him on one 

^"^ ^ ccasion. General Marmora, whose knowledge was 

Dlerably acute, adds, " that the bear lived neither in 

•Sie Alps nor in the Carpathians ; it was perfectly well 

L health (stava henone), and had no intention either 

^>"i dying or of being locked up in a cage."^' 

Such suggestions were not of a kind to inspire much 

^^"version in the hearts of the parti de Vaction in the 

^^oimcils of the Empire ; they were even well received ; 

*^iit M. Drouyn de Lhuys rejected them scornfully. 

Stigmatised as " projects of robbery" by the chief of 

^e State, they had to await the hour of patriotic 



* Ia XArmon, ** Un pd piU di lace/' p. 117 ; Beport of General GoTone, 
'<^ M, 1866, Ibid,, p. 376. 
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anguish which M. Benedetti's arrival announced, 
be taken into serious consideration. 

Certainly the French ambassador at the Court of 
Berlin occupied during 1866 a very onerous anj 
painful, we might almost say pathetic, position. He 
had devoted himself to bring about that connubio 
Italy with Prussia, which seemed in his eyes to be ' 
such value to the Imperial policy, to be such a sij 
victory over the ancient order of things, such a benefit 
to the idees XapoleonienneSy and to the "new right* 
In the weU-grounded fear of seeing his work collaj 
and Prussia draw back, if there were any mention made - 
of future compensation or of preventive engage- 
ments, he was unceasing in his endeavours to dissuade^ 
his government from any attempt of the kind, and 
depicted the fierce, intractable, and gloomy patriot 
of the House of HohenzoUem so strongly that he 
was sometimes suspected at the hotel on the Qt 
d'Orsay of using rather strong colours, and of paiut 
infr a certain devil rather blacker and more Germarr^d^^i 
than he was in reality. 

The work had succee<led — succeeded beyond 
expectation — succeeded in a manner which convinc 
M. Benedetti " that a territorial reformation was nee 
sary for the security of France." This reformation . 
had for a moment fancied he might have obtained 
the Rhine ; "he did not guarantee its success, bi 
allowed himself to hope for it." 

Firmly, even haughtily rejected on this jioint, 
** having sounded the depths of Prussian ingratitude^ » ' 
he yet started again with renewed hope as soon as ^ ^^ 
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niinister of William L had insinuated to him " that 
other arrangements might be come to that would suit 
tte respective interests of the two countries," and he 
<ilung to the expedient thus held up to his dazzled 
gaze with a feverish energy that was all the greater, 
M he thought he foresaw a fresh triumph of the " new 
right," and of the principles dear to his party. 
Anxious to repair the consequences of a policy, 
^hose consummation he, more than any other, had 
assisted in bringing about, conscious of the imprac- 
ticability of hoping that the Berlin Court would give 
^P the smallest portion of German soil, and still con- 
^^i^ced of the sincere desire of M. de Bismarck " to 
^^demnify France,*'^' he constituted himself the inter- 
preter to the Emperor Napoleon III., in this decisive 
aoiip^ of the ideas which he had collected at the Brunn 
^^ad^uarters, and warmly advocated that " necessary 
^^d remunerative alliance " with Prussia, which had 
^^ so long been extolled by the Palais-Koyal, and 
^tich recently had even found favour in the pon- 
^^X'ous mind of M. Kouher. 

There was of course no intention of undertaking 
f^y immediate steps, the military state of the country, 
^ Uothing else, forbade it ; it was only a question of 
^^ity of purpose, of a bond to be established to meet 
^tvire eventualities — to meet tlie moment, for instance, 
^ore or less in the distance, but none the less inevitable. 



% <« rpjj^ numorous efforts which ho (31. de Bismaurck) has unceasingly made 
^^i^inent an agreement with as, are sufficient proofs that in his opinion 
Vj* moat essential to indemnify France." — My Afission in PrussiUf p. 192. 
*^^«e were the opinions of the ex-amlmssador of iVance even in 1871. 
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when Prussia would seek to crown her work, would 
cross the Main, and extend her territories from the 
Baltic to the Alps ; it was with this movement in view 
that they must now boldly take up their stand on 
the basis of nationality ! " If France boldly takes up 
its position on the basis of nationality," says a curious 
note found among the papers of the Tuileries, and 
which undoubtedly reflects the ideas of the parti de 
Taction at that period,* " it is important at once to 
establish that there is no such thing as a Belgian 
nationality, and to settle this essential point with 
Prussia." 

''As the Cabinet of Berlin seems disposed to enter 
into the arrangements France finds it convenient to 
make with it, it will be necessary to negotiate a 
secret treaty which will be binding on both parties. 
Without supposing that this treaty can be a soie 
guarantee, it will serve a twofold object in com- 
promising Prussia, and in being a pledge of the 
Emperor's political sincerity and of his intentions. . . • 
In order to inspire the Berlin Cabinet with the con* 
fidence which is always necessary to the maintenance 
of friendly relations, we must endeavour to dissipate 
the apprehensions which it has always entertained, 
and which our recent communications have served to 
reawaken and excite. This result cannot be obtained 
by words, it \vill require acts ; and the act of 
regulating the future destiny of Belgium in concert 

• ** Papcrg and Corrcspondenoe of the Imperial Family/* toL L, pp. 16^ 17. 
The editora fancied thcj recog^sed the handwriting of M. Conti, chief of 
the Emperor'a cabinet, bat was it not more likelj to be in theft of 
1i, Benedetti F 
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'w^th FmsBia^ in proving to Berlin that the Emperor is 
in truth seeking elsewhere than on the Rhine for the 
exitension of France, which has become necessary since 
tlie events of which Germany has just been the 
theatre, will also afford us a relative certitude that the 
Prussian Government will not oppose our extensions 
in the nortL" 

It was, therefore, charged with the mission to 

i^egotiate a secret treaty, which was to bind both 

parties in the sense indicated by the foregoing note, 

that M. Benedetti left Paris towards the middle of the 

^onth of August, 1866. The treaty was to recognise an 

^*®Biisive and defensive alliance between the two States,. 

*^<i in exchange for the Emperor's recognition of 

^^^ds already done or about to be done in Germany, 

^^^ to contain a promise of Prussian diplomatic con- 

^^^^^^ence in the acquisition of Luxemburg, and its 

^'^'^ed concurrence whenever France thought fit to 

^^^ex Belgium. 

As soon as he returned to his post, the French 

"^ Dassador set himself resolutely to work, and con- 

^^ted the negotiations unknown to his immediate 

^-^^f,* referring only to the Emperor and to M. Kouhen 

^ **At the timA of mj departure from Paris, towards the middle of tho month 

^/^^^^lurt," says M. Benedetti in his book, " My Mission in Prussia," " M. Dronyn 

^^nys had tendered his resignation, and I had sufficient reasons for snp- 

rr^^ that his place would be filled by M. de Moustier, then ambassador at Con- 

•^*4tuiople. There was therefore, at that time, no Minister for Foreign Affairs ; 

^^t Under existing circumstanoes, I considered it more fitting to address tho 

v^i^ to M. Bouher, in which I gave an account of my interview with M. de 

^^iiQarck, and in which was enclosed the project of a treaty relating to 

«*lghnn. . . ." M. Drouyn de Lhnys did not send in his resignation in the 

^^th of August; rightly or wrongly he believed at this time " that he was 

Acting in an honest and disinterested manner in remaining," and his portfolio 
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He begged the Prussian minister to consider the pro- 
positions of the 5th of August — ^those relating to the 
left bank of the Rhine — as meaningless, as a freak 
on the part of M. Drouyn de Lhuys, dining the 
illneas of his august master, and submitted a new 
treaty, in five articles, concerning Belgium. It 
matters but little whether the French ambas- 
sador brought the project with him, or whether 
he wrote it out in the study of the Prussian 
minister ; perhaps " to his dictation " and at his 
demand. This we know, that M. Benedetti was 
acting in accordance with instructions received in 

was only taken from him on the Ist September, 1866. Up to that time 
M. Dronjn de Lhays did not cease to direct his department ; the ambassador 
himself qaotes in his book several despatches which passed between them on 
serious topics, dated the 2lst and 25th Angnst (pp. 2(M, 223), and M. 
Benedetti must hold very singular views on hierarchical duties if he can 
think it fitting to escape from the control of his actoal chief on aoocMmt 
of his coming retirement. The continuation of the passage qooted from 
M. Benedetti's work is no less peculiar : " M. Ronher never deposited the 
letters, which I wrote to him at the Foreign OfiBce, as he never assumed ths 
direction of affairs there. If I were to give them here I could not refer my 
reader to the archives, so that he might verify their correctness, as I feel ^ 
bound to do with all the documents I quote." What can this matter!!^ 
Once having made up his mind to disclose his doings, M. Benedetti might s^^ 
well have produced his correspondence with M. Bouher on such a debatah^^^ 
question, and at the same time have conscientiously warned his readers ***^^^^ 
the originals were not to be found in the archives. (Wo know that tb^^^ 
originals were seized by the Prussians, with a large number of other ^^^ 
portant documents, in the chateau of M. Bouher at Cer9ay.) As we ^ 
attempting to throw '' a little more light" on all these unnatural obscnri^^e, 
wo may also remark that it is wrongly stated (but with what design is cle^iTJp^ 
to be seen) by M. de Bismarck, in his celebrated circular of July 29th, 1 S70 
(at the outbreak of the war) that the secret treaty on Belgium was negotiat^tf 
at a later date — that of the year 1867 — immediately after the settlement of tht 
Luxemburg question. This allegation cannot hold good after the sUghe^ 
examination, or after a simple comparison of the different papers which hAi" 
been g^ven up to the public. The mysterious negotiation on the subject of 
Belgium took place in the latter part of the montli of Angnst, 1866, U 
declared by M. Benedetti. 
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Paris,* and that M. de Bismarck, on his side, did not in 

the least decline his overtures ; he even made several 

o))8ervations on certain terms employed in the wording 

of the treaty, and insisted on several alterations being 

introduced into the text. The project, thus amended, 

was sent to Paris and returned to Berlin with the 

rectifications made by the Emperor iuid M. Kouher. 

On the banks of the Seine, in the meetings of the few 

i^'ho were in the secret, the most joyful expectations 

^ere felt ; the question- of the probable successor of M. 

I^ouyn de Lhuys was discussed, and opinions were 

divided between M. de Lavalette and M. Benedetti; 

^deas were exchanged which were soon to be embodied 

^^ a document of sorrowful celebrity, and great were 

**ie rejoicings to see "the treaties of 1815 torn up, the 

^ooJition of the three Northern Powers broken, and 

-'^^t'Vissia rendered sufficiently independent and suf- 

''^^i^ntly compact to be able to break away from her 

*^^clitions/'t 

Suddenly a piteous despatch from the French 
^^^^hassador at the Court of Berlin (August 29th) filled 
^^ hearts with dismay, and fresh apprehensions arose 
^^ the subject of that "necessary and remunerative 
^*liance " which it had been hoped to establish. 

The conferences had been continued until the 
^^■Oge of August, and M. de Bismarck had lent hini- 

. • The Pnuwian Moniteur of October 2l8t, 1871, gives somo extracts 
^loaned from the papers seized at Cor9ay) from the instractions tent from 
^*i8 (Aagnst 16th) to M. Benedetti concerning the secret treaty. A passage 
^ these instractions contains the ''names of the persons to whom this 
^^^tiation was to be alone confided." 

t Expressions ased in the circalar of M. de Lavalette, September IClh, 
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self most graciously to these " dilatory negotiations. " 
Meanwhile, the Peace of Prague — ^the conclusive 
peace with Austria — ^had been signed (August 26th) ; 
the Southern States had unanimously adhered to the 
stipulations of Nikokburg, and had solemnly recog- 
nised the Confederation of the North, as well as the 
territorial acquisitions of Prussia. The secret treaty 
concerning Belgium was in the hands of the minister 
of William L, and only required to be copied and 
signed ; but at this moment M. Benedetti was sud- 
denly met with the strangest, the most inconceivable 
suspicions, which did not fail to wound him deeply. 
]SL de Bismarck b^an to hesitate, to express his fears 
"whether the Emperor Napoleon would not make 
use of such a negotiation in order to create ill-feeling 
between Prussia and England." The stupefaction of 
the French ambassador was extreme. " What confi- 
dence can we, on our side, give to men capable of ^ 
such suspicions ? " he asks in his despatch o^^ 
August 29 tL'" 

This new behaviour seemed most unjustifiable 
him, and in order to avoid being tempted to 
an opinion respecting it, he thought fit "to go ^^o 
Carlsbad for a fortnight, where he held himself in 
readiness to return to Berlin on receipt of the fii^t 
telegram sent him by M. de Bismarck." 

Though slightly disturbed by this incident, the 
Court of the Tuileries still remained unshaken ^ 
its belief in the secret treaty which was beiuj 

^ These details, as well as the following, are taken from papers 9KmA 
at Cer^aj, and published in the Prassian MoniteuTj Octolcr 21 st, 1871* 
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prepared at Berlin. M. Drouyn do Lhuys received 
his dismissal, and long before the arrival from Con- 
stantinople of his successor, M. de Moustier, haste was 
made to publish the famous circulai' of September 
16th, which bore the signatmre of the minister 
pro tenUj M. de Lavalette, and which was but another 
pledge in the hands of the victor of Sadowa. 

The manifesto lauded the theory of agglomeration, 
mi aflSnned that " Prussia, enlarged, imd freed hence- 
forth from all bonds, secured the independence of 
Grenxiany." As to the hopes which were secretly 
cherished, they were only alluded to in the following 
^-^ressions: "France can but desire the accomplish- 
ment of territorial enlargements which would not 
^Sect her own powerful cohesion'' . . . Nothing 
^^sued, however, and M. Benedetti waited in vain, 
^^^der the shade of the elms and the pine trees of 
^^x^lsbad. M. de Bismarck gave no sign of life. Ho 
^^ft Berlin for his estates, and did not return until 
*'*^^ month of December. 

The ** dilatory negotiations" had borne all their fruit 

y^ the month of August, and the French Government 

^^lit have congratulated themselves had these undcr- 

^^ixd negotiations been nothing worse for them than a 

^^ception. They were to recoil upon them as a chas- 

^^^ment. And yet M. Benedetti had declared that he 

^ew his man — had followed his course for fifteen 

y^ars. He had most certainly followed him during 

the spring negotiations, which ended in the treaty 

between Prussia and Italy : he had then been able to 

observe the interesting tournament between the viper 
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and the charlatan, and had happily characterised a 
situation in which the plenipotentiaries of the two 
countries had surpassed each other in miracles cdI 
true Punic faith. "M. de Bismarck and Geneir^al' 
Govone have all along distrusted, and continue ^^^ 
distrust, each other," had written M. Benedetti in 
despatch of March 27th, 1866. "It is feared 
Florence that Prussia, having in her possession 
act which to a certain extent places Italy at h 
viercy, may divulge its contents in Vienna, and 
intimidating the Austrian Cabinet, force it to give 
pacifically the concessions which she covets. 
Berlin it is feared that, if negotiations are continue 
on these foundations, Italy w^ill disclose all to Aust 
before concluding anything, and will essay by th 
means to ol)tain the cession of Venice/' 



After such experience in anima vili, how couZ^I<f 
M. Benedetti leave on the Prussian Premier's tal^^le 
his autograph on the compromising Belgian questic^- n, 
an autogi'aph irhich to a certain extent jnit France -^rri 
the mercy of Prussia ? How could he be surpris. ^d 
that his interlocutor "should be assailed by certr^in 
suspicions," when he himself w\is imbued with simlUar 
feelings ? It was but very natural to credit M. de 
Bismarck with the desire to do to others that wK 5cli 
he would not allow others to do to him. The Freach 
ambassador would not have l)een far out had ^^ 
credited M. de Bismarck with this charitable, tho^»-"*?^ 
scarcely scriptural d<sire ; for the most amusinsT^ ^^ 
rather the saddest part of this affair — the humoU-^* 
the whole nnbrof/Uo, as Shakespeares Bardolph '^^ 
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it — ^is that the knight of the Mark had abeady 

executed the manoeuvre (scarcely a knightly one, 

mdeed) of which he pretended to suspect the Emperor 

Napoleon III. ; and that the trick was already done 

by this cunning conjurer at the very time he was 

pretending to be anxiously watching the hands and 

the pockets of the rival wizard. Two secret and 

highly dangerous documents had been confided to his 

care — ^the two projects of treaty on the Khine and 

Belgium;^** and he did not delay to disclose them to 

^iie parties who were most interested in them, and 

'^'^iiom he was particularly desirous of attaching to 

himself. 

The preliminaries of Nikolsburg, as may be re- 

^^^mbered, had stipulated that the Southern States 

*^o\ild not be included in the new confederation 

governed by Prussia, and that they were to form a 

'^^stricted union among themselves. This was the great 

**^UrQph obtained by French mediation, this advan- 

T^^eous combination of '' les trots trongons" which, 

^^ Was alleged, was to be far more favourable to 

*^ ^^ance than that of the Bund, that unlucky cre- 

^t'ion of 1815. It is true that very soon the 

Persons to Xvhom the secret of Benedetti's mission 

^^d been confided, considered this ''group of con- 

* The two projects of treaties have since been published by the Pmssian 
^<>Tinials of July 29th and of August 8th, 1870. The Prussian Goyemment 
^ at present in possession of two French autographs on the subject of the 
Belgian project : the one, loft by 31. Bencdetti at M. do Bismarck's in the 
^onth of August, 1866 ; the other, also in the writing of M. Benedetti^ 
>ith marginal notes by Napoleon III. and M. Rouher. This last document 
^hM seized at Cer9ay. For their description, and for other details, see the 
^^msnaa MonUeur of October 2lBt, 1871, and the article in the Gaxette of 
iforthem Qtrmany on the subject of the ** La Marmora" incident. 
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federate states" as a mere object of barter, 
turned to the best possible account; meanwTXi^auIe, 
however, the south was still being " saved," ancL it 
Drouyn de Lhuys exerted himself honestly during" tie 
month of August, 1866, in assisting the imha^^PJ 
plenipotentiaries of Bavaria, Wurtemberg, Hesse, ^^^* 
who were seeking to conclude peace at Berlin. 

M. de Bismarck had scared them at first by^^ , 
fiscal and territorial demands ; they had invoked v^^^ ■, 
obtained the help of the Emperor of the French ; v£^^ . 
the Court of the Tuileries flattered itself that it ha^^ 
brought the minister of William I. to a more reasou^^^' , 
able frame of mind. As late as August the 24tl]^^ ^ ' 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys wrote to his agent in Bavaria : " L 
am glad to think that our last proceeding has notbeei^^^^ 
without some influence on the results of a negotiatioi^^^ 
which is ending in a more satisfactory manner tha*^-^*-* 
the Cabinet of Munich at first was able to hope ;' ^£^ 
and even ^I. Benedetti assumed in this matter th-^c:^*^ 
charming rtile of a moderator.^ 

The truth of the matter is that, if M. de Bismarc'-^ — 5.i 
ended by moderating his views, and even becarir ^^ 
very friendly towards the Southern States, he 
influenced by a totally different motive to the de 
of being agreeable to the Cabinet of the Tuilcriea i — ^^ 
simply laid before the assembled confederates the pr^"^>- 
jected treaty of the 5th August, and proved to th^-^'' 
that the French Government, while pretending '*^ 
protect them, was seeking an understanding witi 

* Privato letter from M. Benedetti to the Duko de Giramoat, AagniilSB^ 
1806.— Ify IftMtan tn PnM«ia» p. 193. 
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IPruasia at their expense, and was demanding portions 
of Hesse and the Palatine. Instead of demanding 
firom them those sacrifices which they dreaded, the 
minister of William I. oflFered to protect them from 
t:heir "hereditary foe." There could be no hesitation ; 
"the Southern States gave way, and Prussia concluded 
^^nih them (August 17th and 23rd) secret oflFensive and 
defensive treaties. 

The contractors mutually agreed to protect the 
integrity of their respective territories, and, moreover, 
tlie Southern States agreed, in case of war, to put all 
"tlieir military forces at the disposal of the King of 
I^russia.* 

"The object of barter," on which M. Kouher had 
^^ounted, was now no longer available ; the boundary of 
*lie Main had been overstepped before it had even been 
^I'aced out on the official map of Europe, and from the 
^'^^onth of August, 1866, M. de Bismarck was able to 
*^ly upon the armed co-operation of the whole of 
'^^nnany. 

The military conventions with the Southern States 

^^I'e rigorously kept secret for a considerable time ; 

*^^ Was only in the following spring that M. de 

^istnarck thought fit to publish them to the world, 

^^ his sarcastic reply to a speech of M. Rouher on 

^^ trots trongons." Up till then M. Bencdetti, 

^*^e the rest, had remained in total ignorance of 

^^^ix existence, though he had displayed more pene- 

^^tion with respect to another very important event, 

•Albert Sorel, "Diplomatic History of the Franco. German War," 
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love, somewhat put out by recent neglect, injured 
even in her iietmily dignity, but still loving, still fas- 
einated, and awaiting but a kind word to throw 
lierself into the arms of the truant. We can scarcely 
-fcarry to allude to Zerlina, to Italy, that lively and 
obliging waiting-maid, also in love, poor thing, with 
•tlie irresistible Don Juan, and though often very 
ea^valierly treated, yet happy and contented by a 
parsing ciiress and the " protection " of such a grand 
personage. 

This being the situation during this decisive 
month, the French ambaj»sador felt a violent shock on 
Hearing of the sudden departure for St. Petersburg 
of M. de ManteufiFel, the diplomatist-general, less 
general than diplomatist, the prime confidiint of the 
Icing, and at all times the man selected for secret 
missions. 

" I asked M. dc Bismarck, immediately," wrote 

^- Benedetti to Paris, " what conclusions I was to 

^law bom this mission, so suddenly confided to a 

general whose troops were still in campaign. M. de 

fiiamarck, after pretending that he thought he had 

already made me aaj[uainted with the project, assured 

^e that he had informed M. de Goltz of the occurrence, 

^ order that he might report it to the French Cabinet." 

After all it was, perhaps, only natural that the king 

^lunild desire to lay before his imperial nephew the 

Extenuating circumstances of a painful situation, in 

^luch he had been forced to lay violent hands on the 

Clowns and goods of many relatives of the House of 

fiomanof ; but the French ambassador was especially 

A 2 
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:1: ^'..r-.- '.Trk'j ."-•_ -:r_ m^ Iv Vlvan. M. Bonedotti 
i-r-.i- :l_-:.:. lt-i. _:l i. 1-.::^: :• M. E.nihor, thi* i»onfi- 
c.l::.-! zii-^:^:.:: : >:. ?->:>" ur^' whi«h M. de Maii- 
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pat<! a r(*rtain iii«*laiH-linly caused l>y the roeent mi>f«>r- 
tuiips of the Ifouses of Hanover, Ca^sel, Nassau, i*'- ^ 
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• Papers ■oiioU at Conway,— /'rufsian " .l/..ni^'ur" of Ort'^le^- 21f* l^'l- 
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the autograph projects by which it had been per- 
fidiously attempted to turn the HohenzoUem from his 
loyal and unshaken, aflfection for his northern relative. 
Thanks to all these proceedings and attentions, the 
harmony existing between the two courts became 
greater than ever ; the past was easily explained away, 
the future was arranged, and the French ambassador at 
the Court of Berlin was not mistaken in his suppo- 
sition as to the " bear," whose skin the diplomatist- 
general was disposing of on the banks of the Neva. 
To use the language of the Marquis La Marmora, it 
was a bear of the Balkan, who had not felt well for 
some time past, and whom the Emperor Nicholas had 
declared to be very sick twenty years before. 

It will be seen presently that Alexander MikhaiQo- 
^tch did not fail to take his aim at the poor animal 
during the universal battue which took place in 1870, 
*ttd that he barely succeeded in securing a tuft of 
^>air with which to decorate his cap. But tliis does 
^ot detract from the perspicacity displayed by the 
^ttrfortunate negotiator of the secret Belgian treaty on 
^is occasion. M. Benedetti soon perceived the over- 
whelming truth, which M. Thiers was only to discover 
*t the bottom of the Russian portfolio that M. de Bis- 
^aarck abandoned to his gaze on that eventful evening 
rt Versailles, with a freedom that was not altogether 
fee from malice. In striving, after the frightful 
disaster of the Bohemian campaign, to obtain com- 
pensations from Prussia — now on the Rhine, now on 
tie Maese — the Emperor Napoleon III. liad only 
£uulitated during these months of July and August, 
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..j;* .. ..rt- - - ,--.- -c;- ':-•• inrertVrvnce on the part of -^ 

' ^- -• '-'. r •> " ' '^li? zhr I'xelamation of M. de ,^ ^ 
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THE EAST AND THE WEST. 

Pktsfoand Duappointment of M. Benodetti — ^The Luzembarg AfiFair (Spring 
of 1867) — InBarrection of Crete — Impoitant Advances made hj France 
and Anitris to Russia on the Eastern Qnestion — Remarkable Despatch 
from M. Beost, Janoarj Ist, 1867 : the Question of the Black Sea, a 
Question of Amour propre — French Project of Uniting Crete to the 
Kingdom of Greece — Reception g^vcn by Prince Gortchakof to the 
Offers of MM. Beust and do Moustier — He seeks to compromiso the 
two Powers, but maintains his close Allegiance to Prussia — In magnis 
voluUse — Chimerical Hopes entertained by the Slavophile Party of 
Motcow and of St. Petersburg : the West for Germany and the East 
for Russia — Programme of M. Halkof— The Congress of Moscow 
(Spring, 1807) — Plots of the Pan.Slavistic Party in the Provinces of the 
Danube and the Balkan (18G7-68)— Prince Gortchakof pleads for the 
Rerolutionary Party in Roumania and (ireecc — Ultimatum of the Porte 
to the Hellenic Government, and Conference in Paris on the Subject of 
the Tnrko-Greek Disputes (January, 1869) — Sub8idin>if of the Slavonic 
Agitation during the year 1869 — Last Will of Fund- Pacha : His Fears 
for the Fntnre of the Ottoman Empire. 

* An alliance lias been fonned elsewhere " was the 
**^elaneholy conviction of the French ambtissador 
*' the Court of Berlin during the closing days of tlio 
^onth of August, on seeing Pnissia break off so sud- 
^Uly the "dilatory negotiations" on the subject of 
«tilgium ; and it is but just to acknowledge that from 
^*^at time he formed a correct opinion iis to the 
^tiuttion, and never failed to keep his government 
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constantly alive to the fact of the close and intimate 
friendship which ensued between the two Courts of 
Berlin and St. Petersburg in consequence of the mission 
of M. de Manteuffel. If for awhile he still peraist-ed 
in seeking a compensation for his country (com- 
pensation of a very modest description, it is true, and 
suited to the altered fortunes of France) — ^if, especially 
during the early months of 1867, he flattered himself 
that he might obtain permission from M. de Bis- 
marck's benevolence to purchase Luxemburg from 
the King of Holland — if he even went so far one day, 
on the occasion of a hurried trip to Paris, as to 
declare in a private conversation that the fortress of 
Alzette "was already in his pocket" — he had never- 
theless entirely abandoned all hope of ever being able 
to return to the fair dreams of Brunn head-quarters, or 
to realise that "necessary and remunerative alliance 
with Prussia," which had been the decoy at one time 
of so many sanguine temperaments on the banks of 
the Seine. He only tliought that surely the victor of 
Sadowa would not begrudge France the paltry satis- 
faction of the Luxemburg ; that he would even be 
plccosod to ** indemnify" the Emperor Napoleon IIL 
at so low a price ; that, to quote the poet, " the 
lion would only yawn at so trifling a morsel." The 
lion roared, however, and shook his mane in fury, 
and signified that an end had come to all j>oUtiqm 
(le pourhoire ; which but confirmed the opinion 
already formed by ]\1. do Benedetti that an alliance 
had been formed elsewhere, and that for the future 
Prussia felt she had nothing to fear. He judged rightly 
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that M. de Bismarck must be very sure of the sup- 
port, in every emergency, of his former colleague at 
Frankfort, to dare to refuse France even this modest 
windfall, and to display to such an extent " the depth 
of his ingratitude." Simultaneously with the Luxem- 
burg affair, the events of Crete proved in their turn 
to the Cabinets of Vienna and of the Tuileries how 
intimately Prince Gortchakof was united with M. de 
Bismarck, and how determined he was to sacrifice 
even ^ the most brilliant prospects to his friendship 
with Prussia. 

Any one perusing the curious exchange of notes 

wliich the troubles in Crete gave rise to, will at once 

perceive that, from the month of November, 1866, to 

the month of March, 1867, the two governments of 

Austria and France were attempting to sound the 

dispositions, of the Court of St. Petersburg, and were 

taking most significant advances. The Candian 

^^^uirection, it will be remembered, occurred in the 

autumn of 1866, and caused fresh surprise and emotion 

^ Surope, which had scarcely yet recovered from the 

8u.ock of Sadowa. The proportions of the insur- 

^ction, exaggerated by newsmongers more or less 

^terested, after having excited the lively sympathies 

^f Russia, ended by seriously occupying the various 

^^'^^ancellors ; and seemed for a moment destined to 

^^awaken the whole Eastern question. Certain 

cabinets, however, did not seem to be dismayed at 

this possibility. Instead of conforming to the usual 

diplomatic usages with regard to Ottoman affairs; 

instead of essaying to hush up the matter, and to 
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rTT ^ >iT s£ -zL-xL as possible its pioportions and in- 
ri-i!^- SL ir \[ou5ner thought that *' means ougbtto 
>. :*Tzi!i t: t«&.^ the East/' and attempted to" caU 
T eri'tfr I 5i:c^ •:•: i/t^^Jical consnUation in order ta 
lii-r^:^ t1: rrnt-iy to apply to the evil."* StiE 
3iLjr: i-oiiV-r.r ^=-^5 ihe language held by the Vien- 
i^rs: .-: ■T'tnrKai. by the Power that hitiiertx) and in 
ill rjn-s 1:.". zk^z, contented to support Turkey /Jfl* 
■»> r' •.*'■* •^::i:ou: demanding anything either for 
•Li': ■ — -li-^Tr 5ul«;ects of the Sultan or for the 
:7'.:i:/- -r t-^.-s. Breaking resolutely with these 
. :.>: lus : :lr to*:. M. de Beust, who had just 
iiN?c-:i:v-. TJ- ^-:l.\::>e of atfairs in Austria, wrote on 
tlv. :.:1 NV v-zir^r, 1S»>»5. to his ambassador in Palis 
:1jl:. "V- vvv-:? uiU'h Austria might wish to see tbfi 
>£:.-- r: :./-:. 'r.:> rhrono. she could not refuse to 
>v-j::v.::i:s: Tv::h and ;is>ist, up to a certain poi0*» 
:i^ •/:.r.5::.i:: p.p-ilation in Turkey, who had oft^^ 
;.:>: .;:> :: ^.vmplaint. and who were bound ^^ 
ikv r./. :' ::io moos under Austria's swav br tt^ 
lo::l> c: '«I.»i an J of religion." Questioned a fo 
».:.iy< ';;:^r (^iMh Nowniber) as to his views, by i\^^ 
Hu>>i:iii luvov at the Viennese Court, the Austria^-^ 



ni;nisror ditl not liesitate in replying that he wa^ 
iiisjH>soil xo i-ncourage among the Christians (<^^^ 



the Ejist ''a %nder development of their privileges 
and to promote the establishment of a system (T^^ 
self-govcmmunt, to be limited only by a tie (T^ 
vassalage." 

•DMpatch from Count Mulinen to Baron de Benst, December » ^ 
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Lastly, in a remarkable despatch addressed to- 
Prince Mettemich, and bearing the date of January 1st, 
L867, M. de Beust went so far as to propose "a 
revision of the Treaty of Paris of March 30thj 1856, 
ind of the subsequent acts," and announced before- 
hand his desire to assign in the impending arrangement 
a very great rdle to Russia. He found no dijfficulty 
in demonstrating that " the remedies, which had been 
appUed during the course of the last few years to the 
maintenance of the stcUu quo in the East, had proved 
themselves powerless to master the difficulties which 
were increasing every day." 

"The Eastern question, taken as a whole," con- 
tinued the despatch, " presents a very different aspect 
to that it did in 1856, and the stipulations of that 
period, exceeded as they have been on more than one 
important point by events which have since then 
•riaen, no longer suffice to the necessities of the 
P^taent situation." In a word, M. de Beust aimed 
*t nothing less than a collective interference of the 
* owers in the affairs of Turkey, without disguising 
*om himself that it would become necessary " to take 
^to consideration the natural part which a com- 
'^^imity of religious institutions assigns to Russia in 
•^ East," and that it would also be necessary to 
Please the Empire of the Czar from the onerous con- 
ations imposed upon it in the Black Sea," in order to 
^*>tain the sincere co-operation of this power in the 
Ideations of the Levant. 

The project was certainly a bold one, and did not 
^ to surprise the public mind of France. Was it 
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J\nrrrs (o sit (hem ns^Hctt'iI, and whicl 
ceived, jntm o n:nnf of thut collcrfiir 
such frequent and serious attacks as to 
<^nie invididiited.'' It was precisely this 
^gnjement " that M. dc Beust wished to 
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dignify by his proposal to revise the treaty of 
1856. 

According to his opinion, the Treaty of Paris had 

Xi^ot fulfilled its object, which was to secure tlie integ- 

xrity and vitality of the Ottoman Empire. On the one 

ii^and the Western Powers had imposed on the shores 

of the Euzine restrictions on Russia of its sove- 

^^^«ign rights, that no great empire could submit to 

^^or long, and from which it would sooner or later seek 

■fco free itself. On the other hand, with regard to the 

-t--evantine populations, it had l)een considered suffi- 

^^ient to register a firman promising reforms, and 

''^<^ leave Turkey to herself, instead of reserving to 

-^'Uxope the means of bringing a gentle and permanent 

I^x-essure to bear on the Ottoman Government in 

^^^cier to induce it to fulfil its duties towards the 

'^"^ios, and to become, by wise and honest administra- 

^^^xi, independent and strong. 

The Treaty of Paris, in the opinion of the Austrian 
■"Minister, had only given back to Russia that which 
^*^^ Crimean war should for ever have deprived it of 
"""" namely, the monopoly of influence over the ralas; a 
^^onopoly it continued to exercise as in the past, after 
^ more concealed fashion, perhaps, but the more 
^^ngerous owing to the absence of competition. ]VL 
^^ Beust wished to re-establish tliLs competition, or 
^ther wished to establish a general agreement "to 
Put the Christian populations of the Sultan under 
obhgations to the whole of Europe, by endowing 
them, under guarantees from all the courts, with in- 
dependent institutions in accordance with their various 
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in the Sea of Azof, would war be declared iu order to 

prevent .her from doing so ? " Finally, the Cabinet of 

Vienna summed up in the following chai-acteristic 

'Words : *^.Amour propve ought to be set aside in the 

presence of such immense interests as are now at 

stake." And, in fact, one cannot give this truth a 

^ ■ too important place ; the clause on the subject of the 

£uzine had been for a long time past but a question 

o{ amour propre between the Western Powers and 

Russia ; and M. de Beust showed himself to be clear 

. and fer-sighted ip his despatch of January 1st, 1867.*^^ 

After Sadowa he sought to reconstitute Europe — 

*^^^ i^ediscover her, if we may use the expression — and he 

"*^^^^^w what price would have to be paid for doing so. 

"^^^ a different direction France was exerting herself to 

^"^^^t the views of the St. Petersburg Cabinet by con- 

^^^^^trating her principal efforts on the vital question of 

*^^ hour — ^namely, the Candian insurrection, which 

^ No doabt tho project set forth by the Aastrian minister was 

&lj that of malring Turkey a ward of Europe ; but was not this also 

_ X^Iaa formed nine years later by the firmest upholder of the integrity 

^^^ ^1^ ottoman Empire, he who was sometimes called the originator of 

t:^_^ Crimean war? It is interesting to compcure the despatch of M. de 

^ ^^t, of January 1st, 1867, with the manifesto published by Lord Stratford 

^^-^ ^oddiffe (formerly Turkish ambassador), on the last day of the year 

^.^^_^^ relating to the Eastern question, in which we read the following 

^^T^^rkfl : '* Objections may be raised to necessary measures, but their necos- 

w^^ makM them a part of the lesser evil, and, in consequence, they must 

.^^ ^Ooepted with it. Tho measures in question are a joint organised super- 

■J^^^^ within, and a pressure agreed upon by conycntion from without. 

'^^ difBoolties which this double arrangement would hare to encounter 

^^^ taut from insurmountable, and its inconveniences would bo compen- 

^*^ by its results. These measures, reduced to a system, would no 

^^^ be equivalent to a guardianship ; but the Turkish Empire has for 

^^"^ time past been virtually in that position, a position which, had it 

\ 7^011 firmly imposed upon it as a right, would have saved the Porte from 
^ preeent embarrassments." — Letter from Lord Stratford de Bedcliffe to 
*' The Timts," December Slst, 1S75. 
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was meeting with so much sjonpathy in Russia. 
M. de Moustier proposed to Prince Gortchakof that 
they shouhl come to " an agreement as to the even- 
tualities whicli were arising in the East," and, after 
having already spoken of a "medical consultation/' 
went so far as to pronounce the words "heroic remedies,'' 
in a despatch to the French ambassador at Constan- 
tinople (December 7th, 1866). 

By this medical allegory the Parisians understood 
the joining of the island of Crete to Greece, " the only 
possible escape," as Prince Gortchakof had affirmed on 
November 16th, 1866, "open to the Powers from the 
course of expedients and palliatives which uj) to the 
present time had but served to increase the difficultiesw" 
The marriage of the young King of Greece with the 
Grand Duchess Olga was at this time decided, and the 
Court of the Tuilerics would have been delight4.'d to 
" dower " the Russian princess with the island of Crete, 
and would not even have objected to increasing the 
dowrj' by the addition of Epirus and Thessaly. This 
was going very far, farther even than Russia desired, 
for that empire had no wish "to see Greece assume 
tlie pr(»i)orti(;ns of a powerful State."^* 

It is certain, however, that from the friendship 
formed Ijetweeii Fran(!(? and Russia was arising the 
])rojcct of a combined demand, to be addressed to 
the Turkish Government, recjuesting the realisatiuD 
of internal refc^rms and the cession of Crete, to l*e 
disguised under the proposal of a plebiscite, a ilemand 

• WordB used by the Kmiwror Nicholas to Sir Uamilton Seymour. For the 
rumoiirs concerning Tliossalv nnd P'pirus, ace, more eppeciallT', the decpACch 
of Fuad Pacha to his ambassadors in Paris and London, Febnuurf 27th, 1967 • 
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which was actually preferred in the month of March, 

1867, and in which Austria, Prussia, and Italy joined. 

No doubt the situation was as yet very disjointed and 

vague, but it was gradually assuming more decided 

characteristics ; and it was to be regretted that France 

and Austria had not been able to come to some 

previous agreement as to the nature of the offers 

they intended to make to Russia. Nevertheless, 

their oflfers were very real and very valuable, and it 

only depended on the successor of Count Nesselrode 

to combine and adjust them, and turn them to the 

I»rofit and glory of his august master. England was 

liot in a position to offer any serious resistance to the 

united wishes of France, Russia, and Austria concem- 

mg the Levantine question — indeed, she was already 

'resigned to their will ; and, certainly, the fruit which 

Prince Gortchakof saw ripening in the spring of 1867, 

rf it had not the attraction of being forbidden, was 

still far better flavoured and more wholesome than 

that which he picked up four years later from among 

ttie ashes of Sedan. 

It is true that the French and Austrian Govern- 
ments had no intention of making a gratuitous pre- 
sent It was understood that, in exchange for these 
^portant cessions in the Kist, they were to obtain the 
•ttpport of the Russian Cabinet in the menacing com- 
plications of the West ; and many existing circum- 
MiiioeB seemed to plead in favour of such a combina- 
tion. After all, if we deduct the vengeance wreaked 
on the " ungrateful " House of Hapsburg, Russia had 
doiyed but very little profit from the achievements of 

s 



258 THE TWO CHAN0ELL0B8. 

M. de Bismarck. Without mentioning several relations 
of the imperial family whom the HohenzoUems had 
dethroned and despoiled with a firmness softened only 
by a few tears, there had generally prevailed in all the 
proceedings and principles inaugurated on the banks 
of the Main and the Elbe a strong revolutionary tone, 
which could hardly be pleasant to a court still pro- 
tected by the shadow of Nicholas. And still more 
serious was the fact that the battle of Sadowa had 
given a violent shock to, and had even threatened 
completely to overthrow, the venerable traditions of 
Russian policy with regard to Germany. 

Since the days of Peter the Great, but more 
especially since those of Catherine II., Russia had 
always sought to acquire a preponderating influence 
among the various Gennan courts; and the Czais 
had on more than one occasion carried things with 
a high hand in German quarrels. 

*'The Romanof enjoys the right of a first-bom 
among his brethren, our sovereigns of the Bund," 
once said a celebrated journalist beyond the Rhine, 
somewhat bitterly; and the attitude of the secondary 
States during the Crimean war certainly did not 
contradict the truth of his assertion . It was, there- 
fore, the labours of several reigns, and a policy, until 
then immovable^ that Russia saw placed in jeopardy 
by the unforeseen results of the Bohemian campaign. 
The north of Germany had already escaped fix)m 
Russian influence, and only those who were very 
simple-minded could delude themselves as to the 
destiny reserved for the south at no distant period 
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"As early as the month of September, 1866, the 
Cabinet of Berlin had, in a circular which was de- 
signedly published, claimed for the Confederation of 
the North and the States of the South alone, to the 
exclusion of all the other powers, without excepting 
Austria, the right of uniting themselves as closely as 
they might think fit ; giving thus an interpretation to 
Article IV. of the Treaty of Prague which it did not 
allow of. In his speeches delivered at the opening 
of the Prussian Chambers and the Northern Parlia- 
ment, the king himself had, in addressing them to 
Germany — to the brother nations, to the land which 
extends from the Alps to the Baltic — made use of 
allusions which, to use the expression of the official 
journals, " had stirred the heart of every patriot."^' 

On his side, M. de Bismarck had said in a 
speech in the same Parliament (making use of the 
gambling similes which have become so familiar 
to us in his language, and so characteristic of his 
Biature) : " Our stake has become greater since our 
ketones ; we now have more to lose, and the game 
^ far from being completely won." Indeed it was 
evident that unless some combined and resolute step 
^ere taken by Europe, the entire absorption of Ger- 
Jnany by Prussia remained only a question of time ; 
^d if we consider the matter rightly, such an ab- 
sorption would aflfect Russia more than France. 

France only beheld the closer union of kingdoms 
and principalities which had always been hostile or 
cppoeed to her ; but Russia, on the contrary, lost a 

• Benedetti, " Mj Misnon in FroBiia," p. 249. 

8 2 
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whole league of States whose fidelity and devotedness 
had never failed, which had served as a kind of barrier 
between her and those western dominions that were 
seldom in harmony with her. Their place was to be 
filled by a formidable power, which had proved itself 
enterprising and invading from the very beginning, 
and which was destined sooner or later, by the neces- 
sities of history, or the fatality of race, to repre- 
sent the Germanic idea and oppose it to the Slavonia 

At any other epoch of the Northern Empire — in the 
good old times of Count Nesselrode, for instance, when, 
instead of a policy of spite and propaganda, the poUcy 
practised on the banks of the Neva was conserva- 
tive, and in favour of European equilibrium — ^the 
conduct of a Russian chancellor \mder such circum- 
stances would not have admitted of a doubt ; a coali- 
tion between Russia, France, and Austria would have 
been formed immediately after Sadowa for the safety 
of Europe, and it is not saying too much when we 
aflSrm that in the spring of 1867 Alexander Mikhailo- 
vitch held in his hands the destinies of the world. 

Thus, placed in a position to make his choice, 
Prince Gortchakof was careful not to decline the 
Austrian and French advances on the Eastern ques- 
tion ; on the contrary, he hastened to sonorously 
welcome them, soaring at times into a lyrical style 
but little in vogue in the language of diplomacy. 

He was chjirmed with the new Austrian minister, 
and let loose floods of a somewhat forced enthusiasm. 
" M. de Beust," he \\Tote to the Russian ambassador 
in London, " is inaugurating a new era in the political 
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history of Austria — an era whose views will be liberal 
and lofty ; he is the first statesman of that country 
and of our period who has courageously attempted to 
quit the field of paltry rivalry." 

As for France, he was careful to note that the 
initiative had come from her, " and in begging the 
Emperor Napoleon III. to remember the interviews 
which the Emperor Alexander had had with him at 
Stuttgart " (in 1860) he seemed as though he wished 
to invest the present conferences with an unusual 
character of importance and generality. '* His Imperial 
^Majesty," continued the Russian Chancellor in his 
despatch of November 16th, 1866, to M. de Budberg, 
•'has received with satisfaction the proposals which 
Hf . de Moustier has made to us with the view to 
^ai understanding between ourselves and the French 
dabinet on the eventualities now arising in the East. 
The general principles which his Excellency the French 
3\ffiniRter for Foreign Afixiirs has expressed, the assur- 
ances which he has given us, have a peculiar value in 
the eyes of our august master, since they emanate 
directly from the thoughts of the Emperor Napoleon, 
and that it is by his Majesty's express orders that 
M. de Moustier has touched upon these questions." 
The raptures of Alexander Mikha'ilovitch became 
greater and greater ; he even ended by talking Latin, 
and crushing the unhappy Turkish envoy with a 
classic quotation. 

" This," he wrote in the month of February, 1867, 
" is what I said to Comnenos-Bey : The island of 
Crete is lost to you. After six months of such 
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desperate fighting, reconciliation is no longer to be 
thought o£ Admitting even that you were able to 
re-establish for a time the authority of the Sultan, you 
could only do so over a heap of ruins and corpses." 

" Tacitus has told us long ago how full of danger 
is that reign of silence which succeeds to devastation : 
* solitudinem/aciiint, pacem appettant.' " 

Unfortunately it soon became palpable that while 
congratulating Austria and France on their Oriental 
evolutions, and making them compromise themselves 
as much as possible in that direction,^ the Russian 
Chancellor was extremely careful to maintain his inti- 
mate friendship with his former colleague of Frank- 
fort, and not to run counter to any of his views with 
regard to the Eastern question. Although very eager 
for the plebiscite in Crete, he displayed the utmost 
indifference to an analogous case on the Eider, a 
far more legitimate obligation, one guaranteed by 
solemn treaties,t and one of the most vital import- 
ance to the noble and unfortunate country of the 
future Czarina. He maintained a no less significant 
silenco on the subject of the publication made in the 
month of March, 1867, by IVL de Bismarck, of the 
conventions with the States of the South, conventions 

* " I have no objection to see your carriage standing before mj door 
on the condition that you really enter my honse," was the witty remark to 
H. de Budberg of one of M. do Moastier's predecessors a few years befors^ 
at the Hotel on the Qnai d'Orsay, under similar circumstances, when Rnasb 
was publishing the advances of the Cabinet of the Tuilcries, bat taking oare, 
at the same time, to avoid entering into any positive engagement with it. 

t The preliminaries of Nikolsbnrg, as well as the Treaty of Pragus* 
had stipalatod for the return to the King of Denmark of the distriets north 
of Schleswig, after a popular vote to that efiFect. We know that up to tkt 
present day Pmssia has evaded the fulfilment of this engagement. 
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which made the military forces of Germany subject 
to Prussia, and abolished *^ the international and 
independent position" which the preliminaries of 
Nikolsburg had guaranteed to Bavaria and Wur- 
temberg.* 

Alexander Mikhailovitch held Wurtemberg as 
cheaply as Denmark ; the throne of Queen Olga was 
as little to him as the cradle of the Princess Dagmar. 

In the meanwhile occurred the incident of Lux- 
emburg, and the French Government were able to 
measure the amount of good feeling with which they 
iad been able to inspire the Russian Cabinet by 
their " heroic remedies " with regard to Turkey. The 
Russian Chancellor was certainly correct, and very 
«ncere in his desire for peace ; he did not, however, 
^ow that consideration for the position in which 
J'rance was placed which even England thought 
proper to display on this occasion, but seemed to be 
indifferent to everything so long as he was able to 
avoid giving offence to his illustrious friend at Berlin. 
While praising M. de Beust for his "courageous 
attempt to break with paltry rivalries," the Russian 
Government did not fail to encourage, at the same 
time and in a most provoking and dangerous manner, 
the violent Slavonic opposition then rife in the 
Empire of the Hapsburgs by means of its famous 

* H. de Beast writes with resigned snbtlety on the snbject of these 
liiilitary oonyeotions : " An alliance established between two states, one of 
which IB strong, the other weak — an alliance which depends on no particular 
■tipiilataoos, bat which is to be permanently maintained in every and 
may war — is not of a kind to inspire much belief in the international and 
independent existence of the feebler state." — Despatch to Count Wimpffef^ 
4U Berlin, March 28th, 1867. 
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Congress of Moscow, of which mention will be made 
later on. Other deceptions, less known to the 
world, but not less bitter, were probably added to the 
list of all these misunderstandings ; for Austria, as 
well as France, lost no time in operating their retreat 
from the shifting ground of the East, and in effecting a 
junction with England to maintain steadfastly for the 
future the rights of the Sultan. The '* medical con- 
sultation " was at an end, and the traditional " sick 
man" was none the worse; but from that time 
the terrible eventualities of the future were clearly 
visible. 

" There exists an understanding between St. Peters- 
burg and Berlin," was the reiterated warning of M. de 
Benedetti in the following year (January 5th, 1868) ; 
and he still designated the mission of General 
Manteuffel as the starting-point of this understand- 
ing that caused him so much anxiety. " Is it not, in- 
deed, from this time," he asked, " that the policies of 
the two courts have assumed a more decided shape — 
Eussia in the East and in the Slavonic provinces of 
Austria, Prussia in Germany — without the slightest 
cloud ever arising between them ? Constantly of 
one mind on every question, they each pursue 
their separate ways, and work out their plans with 
a confidence that bears witness to the mutual 
guarantees which must have been exchanged be- 
tween them." And the ambassador added that 
this conviction was beginning to be felt by many: 
notably by Lord Loftus, his English colleague, who 
for a long time had remained incredulous. "HiB 
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views have visibly altered, and he is now no less per- 
suaded than are the other members of the diplomatic 
body that arrangements for the future have been made 
between the government of King William and that of 
the Emperor Alexander. I, for my part, have seen it 
elearlv demonstrated in the firm and unvarving reso- 
lution which the Cabinet of Berlin lias displayed in 
bringing about the union of Germany, a union which 
is the mere prelude to a unity solely profitable to 
Prussia, without allowing itself to be turned aside for 
one moment in its designs by any fear of a future war 
with France. I have seen it in the care which M. de 
Bismarck takes to avoid explaining himself on the 
Eastern question. When he is interrogated, he replies 
that he never reads the correspondence of the king s 
envoys at Constantinople, and your ExceHency will 
not have forgotten the consideration he always dis- 
plays for the \dews of Prince Gortchakof." 

M. Benedetti also noticed the fresh impulse which 
had been given, since the preceding summer, to the 
"Pan-Slavonic propaganda;" he pointed out, with 
peat truthfulness, the vast designs and wide-spreading 
hopes of the St. Petersburg Cabinet in its connivances 
^th Berlin ; and in general gave a higher and more 
J^t description of Russian politics at that period than 
^ given by certain ill-advised panygrrists of our days, 
Ho, in order to prove that Prince Gortchakof has 
fulfilled his part as completely as possible and with as 
^uch success as could be desired, cannot find a better 
^ay of doing so than by diminishing and narrowing it. 
It is the fault of most conventional praise to be 
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either forced in toDe or in a wrong key. Incense has 
both perfume and ashes, said the ancients ; and there 
is something equivocal in praising the Russian Chan- 
cellor for his " triumph " on the Euxine. To affirm 
that Prince Gortchakof had only favoured the audacious 
designs of Prussia, in order to liberate Russia firom its 
bonds in the Black Sea — that he first gave up the 
world to M. de Bismarck, in the solitary hope of being 
able some day to repudiate] the treaty of 1856 — is, 
indeed, to do small honour to his genius and his 
patriotism. Certainly the eminent statesman, whose 
prophetic "foresight" the grandsons of Washington 
celebrated at St. Petersburg in the year of Sadowa, 
praying that the Eternal God — "who had arrested 
the sun's course for Joshua" — might stay the hand 
of death for Alexander Mikhailovitch, " so that the 
eyes of two worlds might long rest upon him"* — the 
consummate diplomatist who, in the spring of 1867, 
treated so lightly the considerable advances made to 
him by the Cabinets of the Tuileries and Vienna — this 
minister, certainly, would not have failed to set aside, 
with a disdainful smile, the paltry supposition that in 
the evident and approaching European convulsion, all 
that was to be assigned to Russia, its only victory or 
conquest, was to be the alx)lition of a certain painful 
article contained in a treaty which events had already 
for some time past pronounced " invalid." It was not 
for such a " dish of lentils," to use M. de Bismarck's 



* 8|)eoch of Mr. Fox, Under.Secretaiy of St*t«, at % baaquet girm bj 
the KiigU«h Club at St. Pctcraborg to the Miasioa Extraordioaiy of tk« 
United Stat€« in 1866. 
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language, that he intended selling the birthright of the 
Bomanofs ; it was not for such a contemptible price 
that he intended giving up the West He aimed higher, 
and reckoned on the lion's share in the coming 
slaughter. Fortune may have betrayed his hopes, 
confounded his calculations, and forced him to bend to 
many unforeseen necessities ; but, if it is puerile to 
wish to create virtues out of all these painful neces- 
sities with which to endow him, or to attempt to 
compose an aureole for his brow with the lightning of 
the thunderbolts of 1870, history, in its impartiality, 
should give Prince Gortchakof fair credit for his 
intentions, which were equal to the occasion, and, 
without seeking to hide the repulse he received, 
should grant him the full benefit due to one that 
in magnis voluisse. 

Mighty projects had indeed been cherished on the 
banks of the Moskva and the Neva during the whole 
of the feverish and agitated period which separated 
Sadowa from Sedan. The most enchanting prospects 
were there entertained ; the world was to be divided 
between Slavonia and Germania; and the '* national" 
minister in truth but responded to the ardent wishes 
of his country in making the Prussian alliance the 
pivot on which his policy turned, an alliance lie 
considered to be the one condition, the certain 
pledge, of a whole future of glory and prosperity 
for Russia. We must turn our thoughts back to 
the shock which was universally felt after the pro- 
digous and unexpected victories of Prussia in 1866, 
to the numerous and fantastic plans which suddenly 
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arose for the reconstruction of empires and races — ^we 
must remember the endless flight of Minervas, fully 
armed, which the blow from the hammer of the 
Germanic Vulcan caused to spring from so many 
cracked brains that believed themselves to be Olym- 
pian — the general re-mdtiiig which poor historical 
philosophy underwent in an hour — ^we must re- 
member all this in order justly to appreciate the 
current of strange and imperious ideas by which 
the people of Peter the Great and Catherine 11. 
were then carried away by. " An irresistible power 
was impelling all nations to form great agglomer- 
ations, and to abolish all minor States; and this 
tendency is perhaps inspired by a sort of provi- 
dential foreknowledge of the destinies of the world." 
These were the expressions contained in an official 
document of incontrovertible authority, a diplomatic 
manifesto which announced iirhi et orhi the lofty 
thoughts of the Imperial Government of France.^" 

How can we then feel any astonishment that the 
children of the Rouriks reasoned in a similar manner, 
that they should have openly asked themselves whether 
the battle of Koniggratz (Sadowa) had not given up 
Central Europe to the HohenzoUems, and Eastern 
Europe to the Romanofs ? After a short period of 
hesitation and fear, Muscovite patriots resolved in 
conseciuencc to take no offence at the ambition of 
King William L, but they immediately proclaimed 
that Russia had also a mission to fulfil, that she too 
had an " idea " to realise, and that the sun of national 

• M. de Laraletto's Circular, September l€ih, 18GGL 
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unities and great agglomerations must shine equally 
on all the world. 

There was, then, in the ancient capital of the Czars, 
a celebrated newspaper which, although it has since 
fallen off, and only now occupies the rank of an ordinary 
although still important journal, had at that time a 
preponderating, tyrannical influence, which was felt 
from the Dvina to the Oural mountains. At one 
time it was nicknamed "the first power of the 
empire after the emperor." Ever since the fatal 
insurrection in Poland the Moscoic Gazette had 
been the representative of the people's feelings 
and passions in Holy Russia, the office from whence 
issued the word of command to public opinion in the 
vast empire of the North, and even sometimes formal 
instructions for the ministers at the head of affairs at 
St. Petersburg. Once again the tdl-powerful organ 
of M. Katkof became the mouthpiece of the nation, 
and imperiously dictated the programme of its future 
policy. Shortly after the treaty of Prague the 
Moscow journal had already decided " as an incon- 
testable fact that the march of events had created 
interests which invited the two powers of Russia and 
Prussia to draw more closely together than they had 
ever done in the past;" it also affirmed that M. de 
Bismarck had made advances with this object in view — 
"advances which were all the more acceptable, as 
Prussia has no interest to bias her in the East ; so that 
the Berlin Cabinet, in concert with that of Russia, 
may take up any position on this question which may 
be most convenient to it." This theme was taken up 
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from time to time and developed under varioTis forms 
and in various articles, until a leading article of 
Pebruary 17th, 1867, stamped it as a great principle of 
speculative humanitarianism : " A new era is dawn- 
ing," so ran the article, " and for us Russians it is one 
of great importance. This era is ours : it calls to life a 
new world, which until now has slumbered in the shade 
awaiting its destinies — the Greco-Slavonic world." 

** After centuries passed in resignation and servi- 
tude, this world is about to begin a period of renova- 
tion ; that which has for so long lain forgotten now 
returns to the light, and prepares for action. Exist- 
ing generations will witness great changes, great 
deeds, and great formations. On the peninsula of 
the Balkan, and from imder the rotten stratum of 
Ottoman tyranny, are already rising three nation- 
alities, strong and ftiU of life — the Hellenic, the 
Slavoni(s the Roumanian. Closely allied to each 
other by the similarity of their faith and their historic 
destinies, these three groups are equally bound to 
Russia by all the ties of their religious and national 
life. Once let these thi-ee groups of nations be 
reconstructed, and Russia will stand revealed in a 
new light. She will no longer be alone in the world ; 
instead of the sombre Asiatic power she has imtil 
now appeai'cd, she will become a great and indis- 
pensable moral force in Europe ; a Greco-Slavonic 
civilisation completing that Germanic-Latin civilisa- 
tion which by itself would be incomplete, and would 
remain imperfect and inert in its sterile solitude." 
Descending shortly afterwards from these somewhat 
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abstract heights to the more practical plains of ways 
and means, the fiery apostle of the new era wrote, 
on April 7th : " If France assists the revival of the 
Latin races with its arms and its political influence, 
if Prussia acts in a similar manner towards Germany, 
why should not Eussia — ^as the only independent 
Slavonic power — support the Slavonic races, and 
prevent foreign powers from placing obstacles in the 
way of their political development ? Russia ought to 
employ all her forces to effect among her southern 
neighbours a similar transformation to that which has 
taken place in central and western Europe; she 
ought, without the slightest hesitation, to adopt 
towards the Slaves the same course of action which 
France has adopted towards the Latin nations, and 
Prussia towards the Germans. The task is a noble 
one, for it is free from egotism ; it is beneficent, 
for it will achieve the triumph of the principle of 
nationalities, and will give a solid basis to the modem 
equilibrium of Europe ; it is worthy of Russia and 
of her greatness, it is immense, and we have the 
firm conviction that Russia will fulfil it." 

It was under the stimulus of such theories, hopes, 
and passions, that the strange ethnological exhibition 
of Moscow * was opened. It soon became the pre- 
text for a great popular demonstration — a demon- 
stration too inoffensive in appearance to cause any 
diplomatic inconvenience, yet thoroughly calculated 
to produce its effect on simple and inflammable 

* See a paper in the Revue dea Deux MondeSt September let, 1867 1 
" The CongreM of Moscow and the Fan-Slayonio Propaganda." 



272 TRE TWO CHANCELLORS. 

minds, to £aiscmate unhappy and disinherited nations, 
far richer in imagination than in coltiTation. 

Certainly true science was likely to derive but 
little benefit from this projected assemblage of all the 
Skvonic "types," with their costumes, their arms, 
and their domestic utensils, in the riding-^ichool at 
Moscow; but the enterprise was, nevertheless, con- 
sidered worthy of the most august protection. The 
Emperor and Empress offered considerable sums to 
defray the expenses of the tmdertaidng; the Grand 
Duke Vladimir accepted the post of honorary pre- 
sident ; the highest dignitaries of the church and 
the state undertook its direction. The warmest 
appeals were addressed to the Slaves of Austria and 
Turkey, to their various historical, geographical, or 
other scientific societies, urging them to contribute, 
by numerous deputarions, to the magnificence of the 
exhibition ; and a whole cloud of emissaries ovel^ 
spread the countries of the Danube and the Balkan 
in quest of adherents, samples, and " types." 

Committees were formed all over the empire 
to organise a suitable reception for the "Slavonic 
guests," who would not fail to attend this " national 
jubilee ; " and soon a congress was suggested in which 
the Wimts and interests of so many " brother nations " 
would be considered, and where the hopes and suffer- 
ings of their great common country, their ideal 
fatherland, would be discussed This, we must re- 
collect, was the very moment when the Cretan in- 
surrection was at its height ; when, excited by Greece 
and exaggerated by journals more or less well in- 
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fonned, it served to keep the Christian populations of 
Turkey in a state of fennent and expectation ; the 
very moment, also, when the Czechs of Bohemia, 
drawing after them nearly all the Slaves of Austria, 
were protesting against the Cis-Leithan constitution, 
and refusing to take their seats in the representa- 
tive chambers of the empire. 

The ELremlin, therefore, became the Mons Sacer of 
the agitators from both banks of the Leitha; the 
Congress of Moscow assumed all the appearance of a 
counter-parliament opposed to the Reichsrath in 
Vienna ; and the language of the organs most in 
favour with the Cabinet of St. Petersburg was cer- 
tainly not of a kind to calm the susceptibilities of 
interested governments, nor to dissuade their sub- 
jects from exasperating demonstrations. 

Speaking of the pious pilgrims from Turkey and 
Austria who were preparing to visit Moscow, that 
*'holy Mecca of the Slaves," the Russian Corre- 
^pondance, the pre-eminently ministerial joumal,^'"^ 
expressed itself as follows in the month of April, 1867: 
"It cannot reasonably be expected of us that we 
should deny our past. We shall, therefore, allow 
our guests to consider that they are visiting a sister 
nation from whom they have everything to expect 
and nothing to fear. We will listen to their griev- 
ances, and the recital of their woes will only serve 
to draw them closer to us. If they choose to compare 



• It emanated directlj from the Ministry of the Inteiier, and ims written 
in French for the '* enlightenment " of foreign opinion on the acts and 
iBtentionB of the Bnssian Goyemment. 
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their political state with our own, we shall certainly 
not be so foolish as to persuade them that they enjoy 
conditions which are the most favourable to Slavonic 
development. These conditions we believe, on the con- 
trary, to be very bad ones. We have already said so 
a hundred times, and we are ready to repeat it." 

No doubt these imderhand proceedings of Kussia in 
the countries of the Danube and the Balkan were not 
altogether of recent date : they were even of remote 
origin, and dated as far back as the reign of the 
great Catherine. 

In an underhand and secret manner the Pan- 
Slavonic mission had been encouraged and protected 
for more than a century ; but it was for the first time, 
during the summer of 1867, that the Russian Govern- 
ment had openly assiuned the responsibility of such a 
propaganda, and had unfurled the banners of St. Cyril 
and St. Methodius. In an empire where everything 
is overlooked, regulated, and ordered from above; 
where nothing is done spontaneously; where every- 
thing is nrranged and willed beforehand ; " Slavonic 
strangers," subjects of two friendly neighbouring 
powers, were admitted, encouraged to relate their 
grievances, to bring complaints against their re- 
spective governments, to demand assistance and deli- 
verance in the name of a new right, in the name 
of a newborn principle of great agglomerations and 
national unities. Russia was not foolish enough to 
send away these strange ** deputies," or to preach 
reason and resignation to them. On the contrary, 
they were soothed with hopes " of a better fate soon 
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to be realised;" they were conducted throughout all 
the towns of the empire in the midst of the 
most enthusiastic manifestations got up by the 
officers of the army and the archimandrites; were 
overwhelmed with expressions of sympathy, with 
ovations and demonstrations in which the army, 
the magistracy, and all the more important officials 
joined. Generals, admirals, and ministers presided at 
banquets, where the disaster of Sadowa was celebrated 
as a providential and fortunate event by subjects of 
Francis Joseph ; where appeals were addressed to the 
Czar ''to avenge the ancient wrongs of the White 
Mountain and of Kossovo, and to plant the Russian 
banner on the Dardanelles and on the basUica of St. 
Sophia. The shock given by such demonstrations to 
a whole race, to a whole religious world, was great 
and prolonged ; and certainly contemporary annals 
have rarely known a period so at variance with the 
dictates of international right, and with the usual 
practices of diplomacy, than that which began with 
the Congress of Moscow and ended in the Conference 
at Paris on the subject of Greece. 

It was, indeed, a peculiar epoch, with its presi- 
dents of council such as Ratazzi, Bratiano, Kouman- 
douros; with its generalissimos such as Garibaldi, 
Petropoulaki, and " Philip the Bulgarian ;" with its 
expeditions of Mentana, of Sistow, of the Arcadion 
and of Enosis ; with, in a word, its German, Italian, 
Czechian, Croatian, Roumanian, Servian, Bulgarian, 
Greek, and Pan-Slavonic agitations. Without entering 
any further into the tedious history of these compU- 

T 2 
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cated and as yet unexplained events, it will suffice, in 
order to appreciate their general character and to 
grasp their inner workings, to read with all the 
attention it deserves, the report, which we have 
already mentioned, of the French ambassador at the 
Court of Berlin, dated January 5th, 1868. " M. de 
Bismarck," writes M. Benedetti, " requires a disturbed 
Italy, an Italy permanently estranged from France, in 
order to force us to maintain a considerable number 
of regiments in the States of the Church ; and in 
order to bring about, whenever it may suit him, with 
the help of the revolutionary party, a violent rupture 
between the government of the Emperor and that of 
Victor Emmanuel — to neutralise, in one word, our 
freedom of action on the Rhine. ... I should not be 
surprised either if M. de Bismarck were the instigator 
of the fresh impulse given since last summer to the 
Pan-Slavonic propaganda — it has, to him, the ad- 
vantage of annoying Austria by means of Eussia. 
Russia would certainly be less enterprising, and 
Prussia would certainly not advise her to reawaken 
the Eastern question, for the simple reason that 
Prussia herself could derive no benefit from it, if 
M. de Bismarck did not consider it the price 
he must pay for the liberty which he demands in 
Germany. The doubtfulness of the situation only 
draws Russia and Prussia more closely together, and 
makes one cause of the German ambitions of the one 
and the Eastern ambitions of the other." 

A permanent committee to watch over the 
interests of Slave unity was formed shortly after 
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the Congress of Moscow, under the auspices of a 
grand-duke, and its action did not fail to be felt 
among the Ruthenes, the Czechs, and the Croatians 
of Austria; but it was principally in the provinces 
tributary or subject to the Ottoman Empire that the 
agitation became as chronic as it was perilous. The 
unhappy Turk was assailed on all sides — one day the 
Vladika of Montenegro would demand such or such a 
port on the Adriatic; another day the Prince of 
Servia would exact the evacuation of some fortress, 
and would enforce his demand by an unusual 
display of arms. Niunerous exportations of weapons 
from Bussia entered the Danubian provinces under 
the false designation of materials for the construc- 
tion of railroads;* while Greek ships of war un- 
ceasingly attempted to provoke to fresh vigour the 
Cretan insurrection, which was now dying out, and 
which had never been of great importance. 

It was the period of " committees of help " and of 
"liberating bands," now invading the Papal States 
with cries of " Roma o morte ! " now making incursions 
into Thessaly to revenge the " outraged shades of 
Phocion and of Philopoemen,'' or even crossing the 
Danube, in the direction of Roumania, five times in 
the space of one year, in order to awaken in the 
Balkan " the Lion of the Golden Mane 1 " 

" My brethren, it is now for us to prove to the 
diplomatists of Europe that there still exist some 

• See on this subject the English, French, and Austrian parliamentary 
documents of 1868, and notably the reports of the Austrian agents at lassy 
and Bacharest. 
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^ssssiisaiSB <c i2i» Ticsclik- Kmn ; the Lkm of the 
Griij,^ ILlzh^ jbXii lOie iTSBpet of var sumiiKMi von."' 
TI3 iv^ -^ i/ssi^r <M a iSKK^aiittdoii dated from " the 
BaZkuL."^ i.2»i sp^ ^ ProFcsoBal GoTanineiit.'' ^ 

'^ Ii i5 & iiBRj' wTKUst die Baron d^Eder. the Austrian 
j^?*iri 52: -ai* P:i]»s|!ti£tks, to UL de Beost, Feb. 6th, 
15^5. *"n 5> a ^^ ikat ar Bndiarest, as in Tarioas 
«C2r;^ Tov^is cei 1^ l»i2iks of the Danabe, there exist 
BuL:z:ii^^i^ ojFT^hgeegN, whose aim is to provoke dis^ 
icrOKZffes in BalgaraL ro ^nppoit diem, and to give 
ihec grfaur j«ic<^3rtkiiis than thoise of kst jrear. It 
w:s5 c^Te reoeciir the o|]«nion here, that on the 
le^nsm c^ £2>^ wr^dier the most aenons complications 
W'^Lki laike puJk">e in Western Europe, which would 
peiirii R^2^^ to dev4ire war against Tuikej, and, in 
the e vrni cf these <KeuiTences taking place, preparations 
wrie made to en^^^r^ticalbr a^st the Bulgarian rising. 
••Al:hvxigh the goxemment of the Principalities 
is in iho hands of the radical party, always hostile 
to Ru^:a^ it inclines for ^>me time past towards that 
p>wer. and looks to her for the realisation of its 
hoj>es and efforts. 

** The journals of the opposition party (Conservative) 
fight against the Russian tendencies of the Govern- 
ment; ihey accuse it of acting in concert with Prussia, 
and of raising up difficulties for Austria in the event 
of a war botwt^n Francv and Pnis?iia. The Govern- 
ment jouriKils reply by assorting that the national 
party is, on prinoi}>k% the enemy of no power, and 

* Enck^pd in a doq>flitch from the CooauI of Knappitch to Baroa 6t 
Trvkctch 1 Constantinople. Ibnula, Aognft tith. 1868. 
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that there can be no reason for opposing Russia, 
while that power is defending the cause of right and 
the cause of oppressed nationalities." 

It would assuredly be most unjust to lay upon the 
Russian Government the responsibility of all the 
disorderly agitations which took place at this time in 
the Greco-Roumanian and Slavonic world, but it is 
nevertheless certain that it never attempted to stop or 
even to disown them. In reading the various par- 
liamentary documents, the red, green, yellow, and blue 
books of 1867-69, we are struck by meeting, at every 
step, numerous and energetic representations, addressed 
by the Cabinets of London, Paris, and Vienna to 
Roumania and to Greece on the subject of their 
military preparations, on their clandestine despatch 
of arms and of invading bands, while the Cabinets 
of St. Petersburg and Berlin seem to have care- 
fully abstained from ever mentioning any of these 
topics. 

By a curious change in earthly matters, which 
must have astonished the Nesselrodes and Kamptz 
in their celestial abode, the voices of the Western 
Powers — those of England, France, and Austria — 
were now denouncing the underhand and revolu- 
tionary proceedings of the European demagogues, 
while Prussia was silent and Russia denied the fact 
or pleaded " extenuating circumstances." 

Prince Gortchakof found excuses for the Athenian 
Government in the Hellenic constitution. " This con- 
stitution,'' said he, " gives every Greek the liberty to 
quit his native country and engage in conflicts such 
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as took place recently in Crete."* This was certainly 
an odd spectacle, to see the minister of an autocrat 
explaining to such an old whig as Lord Clarendon the 
inexorable conditions of a l^al and parliamentary 
system. The Porte, it will be recollected, could not 
understand a legality so detrimental to its interests ; 
and, at last, losing patience, addressed an uUimatum 
to the Athenian Grovemment The result was a con- 
ference convoked in Paris in order " to find the means 
for smoothing away the diflferences which had arisen 
between Turkey and Greece." 

Some good souls fancied that the Russian Chan- 
cellor would feel somewhat embarrassed when con- 
fronted with such an Areopagus, and even thought 
him capable of putting obstacles in its way ; but they 
little knew the resources of a man as subtle as he was 
learned, and who actually took the opportunity of 
giving vent to his famous jest on Saturn. 

** I am told,'' he wrote to Baron Brunnow in 
London, January 1 3th, 1869, "that some persons are 
accusing Russia of wishing to prevent the conference. 
Yet it is known that the conference springs from the 
Emperor 3 bniin. The fable of Saturn will not apply 
to this hist mistake of the Imperial Cabinet." 

Alexander MikhailoWtch had not exhausted his 
temerity ; he became bitter, almost aggressive ; spoke 
of ** excitement stirred up abroad," of "a drifting 
j>olicy artfully prepared beforehand," and of " the 
suspicion attached to every step taken l)y Russia ; '' 

• Dispatch of Sir ludretr Buchanan to Lord CburvQdon, Dooember 19lli, 
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and even went the length of accusing the Western 
Powers of devising a great conspiracy to disturb the 
peace of the Levant. " We cannot avoid remarking," 
he wrote to Baron Brunnow, in a despatch of January 
17th, 1868, "that this discordant note is not the only 
one that has disturbed the echoes of the East We 
have already beheld Servia become the focus of an 
agitation which has spread from the press to diplo- 
macy. Prince Michael Obrenovitch was suspected : 
and it needed his tragic death to disarm the hostilities 
undertaken against him. The next thing was that ac- 
cusations were raised against the government of the 
United Principalities, the Bulgarian bands formed a 
motive for recriminations, and that government was 
reproached with having tolerated — even accused of 
having encouraged, them. Scarcely has this com- 
plication been cleared up, when a fresh crisis springs 
up in the relations between Turkey and Greece : a 
more serious crisis and more dangerous for the general 
peace." 

Decidedly, in default of the " Fable of Saturn," 
that of the " Wolf 'and the Lamb " could certainly be 
applied to the proceedings of the Imperial Cabinet of 
St. Petersburg. 

The conference of Paris succeeded, nevertheless, 
in its efforts ; the Turco-Grecian difficulties were 
smoothed over; and in the spring of 1869 the northerly 
blasts of the propaganda raged less fiercely in the 
valleys of the Danube and the passes of the Balkans. 
A sort of calm ensued ; but the combustible materials 
still remained accumulated, ready to take light at the 
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first spark. The radicals of Roumania were not the 
only ones to foresee that Russia would assume an 
offensive position in the East as soon ajs any serious 
complications took place in Western Europe. It was 
the universal belief, and one which the sons of the 
Rourikr, were the first to adopt. 

The close of the year 1869 was marked by an 
incident which did not fail to impress all thoughtful 
minds with a sense of its importance. 

St. Petersburg was celebrating the centenary of 
the institution of the order of St. George, the greatest 
military order in Russia, and whose first class is only 
conferred on the hero of a lirilliant victory. 

The Emperor Alexander II. sent this distinction to 
William L, to the victor of Sadowa, and the combatant 
of 1814. " Accept it," so ran the telegraphic message, 
" as a renewed proof of the friendship which unites us; 
friendship founded on the memory of the great epoch 
when our united armies fought together for a holy and a 
mutual cause. " The King of Prussia replied, imme- 
diately also by telegram : " Profoundly touched, and 
irifh tears in my eyes, I thank you for the honour you 
have done me, and wliich I was far from expecting. 
But that wliich overjoys nie most are the expressit)ns 
you have made use of in conferring it on me. I in- 
deed read in them a fresh proof of your friendship and 
of your remembrance of the days when our uniteil 
armies fought side by side for the same holy cause." ^^ 

In the beginning of the same year, while the con- 
ference was sitting in Paris, a faithful servant of the 

• Qffieial Journal of the /Jiw-tiV/.i Empire, December 12th, 1869. 
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Sultan — one of the last of great Turkish statesmen — 
passed away at Nice. Before his death, Fuad Pacha 
wrote with his dying hand an address to his august 
master, which he designated as his last political testa- 
ment. The document was to remain secret, and, 
indeed, has but recently been published/"' 

" When this writing is laid before your majesty, I 
shall no longer be of this world. You may," so runs 
the document, " therefore listen to me without suspi- 
cion, and become persuaded of the painful truth that 
the great Ottoman Empire is in danger." And after 
having passed in review the different states of the 
CJontinent, and pointed out the approaching inevitable 
conflict between France and Prussia, Fuad Pacha 
concludes with these words : " An internal war in 
Europe, and a Bismarck in Russia, and the face of 
the globe would be changed." 

* This remarkable document, which bears the date of January Srd, 
1869, may be found in an interesting pamphlet of Mr. T. Lewis Farley, " The 
Beoline of Tmrkey," pp. 27—36. London, 1875. 
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To the Deity alone, perhaps, has it been given to look 
back upon his completed labour and " sec that it was 
good." Mankind seldom tastes such a pure enjoy- 
ment, and the parti de Taction in the councils of the 
Second Empire certainly did not become acquainted 
with it after those momentous events of 1866 it had 
BO powerfully helped to bring about. Amongst those 
whose eyes were opened was the ambassador of 
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France at the Court of Berlin. The completion of 
Italian unity but little consoled him for the dangerous 
blow which the disaster of Sadowa had struck at his 
own country. His disenchantment was great. But 
nothing better whets and sharpens a naturally 
sagacious mind than to have been grossly and pain- 
fully deceived ; and if Pascal has spoken of a second 
ignorance which dawns upon the man who has deeply 
drank of knowledge, there is also a second experience, 
and something like a second sight, awaiting a certain 
stamp of politician after a passing defeat. 

It would be impossible to speak too highly of the 
remarkable keenness of observation and judgment 
displayed by M. Benedetti during the last four years 
of his mission at Berlin. A remarkably unfortunate 
and imprudent diplomatist and negotiator in the fatal 
year 1866, he afterwards became a most active and 
reliable fountain of information ; thenceforward the 
welfare of France occupied in his inmost thoughts the 
place too long usurped by his zeal for Italy. 

From 1 867, in fact, the ambassador found a patriotic 
delight in instructing his government as to the real 
condition of Europe, and in recommending it to adopt, 
one way or the other, a decisive resolution; either 
to calmly resign itself to the inevitable, or to prepare 
itself beforehand for a struggle near at hand and full 
of extreme perils. He strove to persuade it that 
Prussia was ceaselessly labouring at the assimilation 
of the whole of Germany, regardless of the risk of 
provoking a quarrel with France ; being, indeed, but 
too often inclined to consider such a quarrel as the 
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surest and most direct road to its end. In the event 
of such a conflict he entertained no hopes at all of 
the particularists of the south. " When a national 
war," he said, *' once breaks out, the most headstrong 
among them will be powerless in presence of the 
masses of their countrymen, who will look upon the 
struggle, no matter how it arises, as a French war 
of aggression against their country; and if success 
should happen to be on their side, there will be no 
limit to their exactions." 

He also took care to point out the " extraor- 
dinarily active propagandism " M. de Bismarck was 
carrying on beyond the Main ; " with the exception 
of a few journals in the pay of the governments (of 
Bavaria ^md Saxony) or belonging to the extreme 
Radical party, he is backeil up by the entire press 
of all the Southern States." He wrote to Paris that 
King William s minister continued his intrigues with 
the nnolutiouary party in Italy; that he was in the 
habit of receiving Garibaldi s agents ; and that even 
the uiomlvrs of the regular government of King 
Victor Emmanuel, the obhged personal friend of 
NajH^Kvn 111., had, at the time the Mentana comph- 
oations ivcurrod, sounded Prussia, to discover "under 
what conditions it would come to their aid."^'" 

IK\ tiH\ wjvs the first to call attention to the 
hidden iutrisjuos with Prim about the HohenzoUem 



• S»H>» on thi'* subjivt. the in:<M:vstinp ilc«p*tch nf Norember 10th, 1867. 
>lAJ«iii\'« vs^rr\v»iH>advM\i>^ with M. de Hismarck dariDg 1868 and 1869, lof- 
gf^un^ (ho iiliHk of ilothnnitn^ Victor Kmxnanuel if he allied hima^ with 
Na|v^l«Km Ul.% traa iiv^c ma.io public till la:er — quice recentlj — alWr tha 
d«alh oC Ui« ccUbrmted Italiau a^tatcr. 
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candidature to the Spanish throne. And it has been 
already shown that he had at once recognised the 
alarming character and the real purport of General 
Manteuffel's mission to Eussia. 

"Difficult as it may be for a great power like 
France to determine beforehand its line of conduct 
in the actual condition of aflFairs," wrote M. Benedetti 
to his government in the beginning of 1868, "and 
ample as may be the allowance it is right to make 
for the unexpected, the concentration of Germany 
under a strong military government — a government 
that in many respects possesses nothing of a parlia- 
mentary rkfime but the external form — touches too 
nearly our national security to permit us to avoid 
the immediate resolution of the following question : 
Is the unification of Germany in reality a danger to 
the independence or position of France in Europe, 
and is war the only means to parry this danger ? 
If the Emperor's government believes that France 
has nothing to fear from such a radical alteration in 
the relations of the central states of the Continent, 
it seems to me desirable, in the interests of peace 
and public prosperity, to assume an attitude entirely 
in unison with this belief. If a contrary conviction 
is entertained, it is our duty to thoroughly prepare 
for war ; to ascertain beforehand of what use Austria 
might be to us ; and to take steps to bring to a 
speedy settlement, one after the other, the Eastern 
and the Italian questions. We should certainly require 
the whole of our resources to triumph on the Ehine. 

It is particularly in his estimate of the close rela- 
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tions between the Courts of Berlin and St. Petersburg 
that M. Benedetti showed the exactness and precision 
of his foresight. He was keen enough to detect from 
the first their mutual understanding, and to firmly 
believe in it to the very last. In September, 1869, 
Napoleon HI. selected as his envoy at the Russian 
Court one of his most trusted confidants — a zealous 
co-operator in the events of the 2nd of December, 
and one of his r/txinds icuyers — ^a general officer as 
conspicuous for his intelligence as for his bravery. 

This was to show clearly enough Napoleon's desire 
to cultivate the nearest and most direct understandinsr 
with the Emperor Alexander ; and, in fact, in spite of 
the telegrams exchanged on the Fete of St. George, 
the French Cabinet was, at the beginning of 1870, full 
of hoj^es : it l>elieved that " T affaire marchait toute 
seuh\'^ The Fnmch ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
Gonenil Floury, certainly a clever man, was speedily 
taken in by the bear hunts, the sleigh excursions, and 
the many other tokens of august kindness prepared 
for his iHMiofit : fovours which he modestly set down 
to the account of his master s policy, instead of attri- 
butinsj them, as with much better reason he misht 
have done, to his own many agreeable qualities. 

The amlKissador s belief was shared by his suite, 
jxnrtioularly by his aiJes-ile-oamp ; who, in their con- 
fidential letters home, were continually alluding to the 
•* groat results' brought about by their chief, and to 
his increasing favour in the eyes of the Emperor of all 

• Confi«lfnitia1 loiter fnnn M. t\c Vopdri^re, St. P^tenbnry, FebniMySnl, 
XfOO.—lPmfurt an.^ C<^frt9pondenet of the ItHperiat Family, tqL i., p. 129. 
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the BossiaSy in terms that savoured more of military 
frankness than of diplomatic insight.^ M. Benedetti, 
however, paid little attention to these hymns of 
triumph, and still retained his old convictions. In- 
deed, as late as June 30th, 1870, on the very eve of 
the declaration of war, he reiterated them in a luminous 
despatch, from which we shall have to quote more 
than one significant passage. Speaking of the inter- 
view between the Emperor Alexander and the King 
of Prussia at Ems, which occurred during the first 
four days in June, he thinks it probable that M. de 
Bismarck, as usual, showed himself on the one hand 
favourable to the Emperor's Eastern policy, while on 
the other he endeavoured to awaken the Czar s sus- 
ceptibilities in connection with the questions of Austria 
and Galicia. 

"While the minister," says M. Benedetti, "was 
probably occupied in reassuring the Emperor on the 
first point, and in endeavouring to alarm him on the 
second, the King, doubtless, was employing his gra- 
cious charm of manner, which he has always known 
to turn to such good account, in winning the sym- 
pathies of his august nephew ; and I have no doubt 
both TTing and minister succeeded in their task. But, 
whatever may have been the means they had recourse 
to, their purpose was certainly to strengthen the 
Emperor in holding the views they managed to instil 

• "The Emperor of Bnssia has taken a very great fancy to the Greneral. 
He is oontinoally inviting him to bear-hunts, and often asks him to ride with 
him in his own sleigh that only holds two. This last is considered a supreme 
fskYOUT, and I think it looks well for our policy." Confidential letter from 
M. de Verdri^, January 25th, 1870. Pap era and Corre$p<md€ne€ of the 
Imp€r%dl Family, Toi i, p. 127. 

U 
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into him; and it is eertain that they moie or 
achieTed it.^ 

3£ Benedecti, howeTer, bjr no means admitted that 
anT {<xmal azxmngement eztsted between the two 
cabmets — by no means thought tiiat the Ptossian 
muii>;er had in reality and all sLnceiity abandoned 
the Motion of the East^n question to his fonner 
colleague at Frankfort — and it is in these nice gradar 
tions oi ap[Nreciation that the French ambassador at 
Berlin showed his uncommcm perspicacity. It was, of 
eoorse, easy to beliere that M. de Bismarck, to suit 
the needs of the mcHnent, would play the indifferent 
in Fasten a£dis ; pretend that '' he never took the 
trouble to read Ids Constantinople despatches,'' and 
even appear to beliere the pretension of Russia " to 
introduce a measure of unity into the intellectual 
developnent of the Slaves'** a perfectly Intimate 
aspiration. But the care he was at the same time 
taking to keep up the most intimate relations with 
his Hungarian allies of 1866 ought to have opened 
the eves of Russian zealots to the emptiness of their 
dreams of a partition of the world between the 
Teutons and the sons of RouriL 

''The Hungarians consider the Russians as their 
future protectors against Vienna," wrote Baron de 
Werther in a confidential despatch of June, 1867, on 
his return firom the coronation at Buda, with the 
objtvt of re^issuring the Berlin Cabinet as to the 
recent enthusiasm of the Magyars, just reconciled to 

* iLii exp re as ion ii9>pd in the 3r.-W\ Orvum QoattU (Bisnu^'t priadpii 
«tg%a) of Jb]^ aOlh, 1:^, in speaking of the Xoaooir C ongn w. 
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their King. But it is not only against Vienna, it 
is much more against Moscow and St. Petersburg, 
against all Slave preponderance on the banks of the 
Danube, that the children of Arpad will demand in 
the future the aid of the Hohenzollern. 

"Prussia has no interests in the East," was a favourite 
assertion of M. de Bismarck between 1867 and 1871 ; 
and M. Katkof s organ lost no opportunity of repeating 
this much-discussed expression. From the day, how- 
ever, that Prussia became identified with the whole of 
Germany, or rather assimilated it, she perforce inherited 
all German interests and German influences on the 
shores of the Danube and at the foot of the Balkans. 
Thenceforward her share in Eastern policy became 
a large one, far larger than that either of France or 
England. 

M. Benedetti weU realised all this, and from time to 
time shrewdly drew attention to it in the despatches 
he wrote during the closing years of his stay at Berlin. 
Speaking, in his report of January 5th, 1868, of the 
obliging manner in which the Chancellor of the 
Northern Confederation had always agreed with 
Prince Gortchakof s views, he added : " He (M. de 
Bismarck) is doubtless convinced that there are other 
powers who have the greatest interest in shielding the 
Ottoman Empire from Kussian greed, and he leaves 
the tasjc to them ; but he knows that in the Eastern 
question no definite solution can he arrived ai withr- 
out the permission or adhesion of Germany y if only 
Germany be united and powerful He thinks, there- 
fore^ that just at present there is not the slightest 

u 2 
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objection to whetting the appetite of Russian ambi- 
tion, if he can obtain in letom an obliging abstention 
from all his own undertakings in Germany." '" In 
Eastern afiairs^'^ wrote the French ambassador a little 
later, " M. de Bismaick wishes to take up a position 
that commits him to nothing and that will allow him, 
as circumstances turn out^ either to lend a hand to 
Bussia or to extend it to the Western Powers. This 
position he can only retain by refusing to take any 
step that would compromise him with either the 
friends or the foes of Turkey." 

These views wane soon fiilly justified by the 
attitude taken up by Prussia during the conference at 
Bms on Greek afliurs (January, 1869). It became 
evident that the Berlin Cabinet was not quite inocu- 
lated with the ardour of Alexander Mikhiulovitch ; it 
did not, like him, recognise the personification of 
persecutcil innocence in young Roumania or in the 
Servian OmUxdif^x ; and it was especially careful to 
avoid the assumption of a huge conspiracy between 
Ei\gl;uul, Franco, aiid Austria against the tranquillity 
of tho Levant. In truth, the Prussian minister was 
by no means anxious for the decease of the Porte, 
still less for the collapse of Hungary, the van- 
g\iaivl of the '* German mission " in the East ; ^' and 
his symi^ithies with an " ideal unity " of the Slaves 
gr^w colder as the hour of real German unity 
apjuoaohcii 

** A struggle in the East would force him to 
£>Uow Busaia s lead,** wrote M. Benedetti, on January 
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27th, 1870, " and lie will do his best to prevent one ; 
he showed that this was . his policy last year, on the 
occasion of the controversy between Turkey and 
Greece. He looks on Russia as a card in his game, to be 
played in case of complications on the Rhine ; and he 
tinll be particularly careful not to change rdles and 
become a card in the game of the St. Petersburg 
Cabinet." 

A few months later, immediately before the out- 
break of the war with France (June 30th, 1870), 
M. Benedetti, while thinking that the tie betwixt 
Russia and Prussia had necessarily been strengthened 
by the interview at Ems, concluded a despatch with 
the following observations : " It must not, however, 
be thought that M. de Bismarck has determined to 
closely identify his policy with that of Russia. In my 
opinion he has not entered into, and is not disposed 
to enter into, any agreement, which, by compromising 
Prussia in any future Eastern complications, might 
throw England into the arms of France, and cast 
obstacles in his own path on the Rhine. The 
courteous attention paid by the Chancellor of the 
Northern Confederation to Russian views, will never 
go so far as to limit his own liberty of action ; he 
promises more than he intends to perform ; or, in 
other words, he cultivates the friendship of the 
St. Petersburg Cabinet with the intention of profiting 
by its good offices in case of a struggle in the West, 
but with a full determination never to pre-engage 
Grerman resources or Glerman forces in an Eastern 
crisis. On this account I have always felt sure that 
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no formal agreement has been entered into between 
the two courts, and it is tolerably certam that nothing 
of the kind was suggested at Ems." 

Everything, in fact, seems to show that at Ems 
no treaty was signed, no conditions were formally dis- 
cussed; an apparent common point of view and 
harmony of intention rendered unnecessary the 
fatiguing discussion of details. It would, moreover, 
have been very difficult, in any but the very gravest 
questions, to draw up regular stipulations applicable 
to coming events of which neither the exact date, the 
immediate eflfects, nor the ulterior consequences were 
known. It waa probably considered sufficiently satia- 
factory that the two sovereigns were actuated by no 
opposing interests ; were, on the contrary, penetrated 
with sjrmpathetic ideas ; and that an understanding 
existed that when the hour struck each was to fight 
for his own hand, and God for them both. 

The Russians, it should also be remembered, are 
not, in their views on the Eastern question, entirely 
free from illusion. The rest of Europe is inclined *to 
credit them with a more methodical programme than 
they really possess. Their feelings on the subject are 
deep and tenacious ; but their projects are numerous^ 
vague, and wanting in concentration. This powerful 
nation seems in this respect more under the sway of a 
fatalistic fascination than under the guidance of a 
systematic scheme of conquest. It pursues its be- 
setting phantom without gaining upon it It is worth 
notice that Russia has never found itself so far from 
its aims as when she has attempted to hasten the 
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catastrophe. In 1829, when her armies were almost 
in sight of Constantinople, she was forced to with- 
draw ; in 1854 the fruits of her campaign in Hungary, 
and the pre-eminence accruing to her from her im- 
munity from the revolutionary wave of 1848, were 
entirely swept away ; while, on the other hand, her 
prospects were never really so brilliant as on the day 
the signature of the Treaty of Paris seemed to exclude 
her for ever from the Black Sea; for, though she 
lost Sebastopol, she gained the Caucasus and a new 
world on the shores of the Amoor and of the Syr- 
Daria. 

It was natural, therefore, when she foresaw the 
tremendous struggle preparing after 1867 in the 
centre of Europe, that she should determine rather to 
wait the outcome of the coming storm, than attempt 
to regulate it and direct its course. A war between 
the two most powerful States of the Continent — a 
war that promised to be a long and a disastrous one, 
and that might end by exhausting both combatants 
and dragging other powers into the struggle — would 
certainly afford Eussia, so it was thought on the 
banks of the Neva, plenty of opportunities of pro- 
nouncing its own fiat, and of snatching its own 
plunder. Such a course of conduct, forsooth, seemed 
to naturally suggest itself to a chancellor who had 
already reaped so many advantages by biding his 
time ; it appeared the logical outcome of a policy, the 
infinity of whose aspirations was only measured by 
the imknown possibilities of the future. In such 
cases an infinite ambition frequently runs on all-fours 
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with azi md^buke pozpoee, and a Yigae emptiness 
€&OL eso^es an impresaon of picfoand depth. 

Whh oruel ironT the founder of Grerman unity 
has g<aierinT chosen for his accon^ce in one enter- 
j^iae the dupe desdned to be the yictim in his next 
one. His great sup«iority has partly consisted in the 
fiMTts thit his aim has ahrays been a dear one, his object 
always well defined, limited, and perfectly attainable ; 
while hb associates c^ the moment generaOy allowed 
themselves to be entangled in the perilous web under 
the impuMon of abstract ]»inciples, vague desires, 
and confused eombinationsw 

At the time of the invasion of the Duchies — his 
first attempt to shift the equilibrium of Europe — ^it 
was certainly scarcely necessary to ask M. de Bismarck 
fi>r his real intentions. There was his prey lying 
openly before him ; the roadstead of Kiel displayed its 
ample splendours to all who had eyes to see. Tet 
M. de fiechberg still amuses himself with discovering 
and explaining the motives of his co-operation in 
that iniquitous scheme. "It was necessary to put 
a curb on the passions of the democracy, to give a 
tangible check to the spirit of revolution." Such are 
the pompous and sonorous phrases, borrowed from 
antediluvian diplomacy, with which the former Austrian 
minister attempted to veil, in presence of the Austro- 
Hungarian delegates, his piteous and fatal policy of 
1863. 

At Biarritz the president of the Prussian Council 
demanded in plain terms the Main as a boundary for 
his country, while the dreamer of Ham was vaguely 
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recommending a great campaign for the consolidation 
of Grerman unity, and letting his procrastinating 
glance stray now on the right bank of the Rhine and 
Mayence, now on the old boundaries of 1814 ; and now 
and again, with a perhaps more resolute gaze, fixing 
his visionary eyes upon the winged lion of St. Mark. 

Prom 1867 to 1870 the Chancellor of the Northern 
Confederation steadily occupied himself with preparing 
the unification of Germany and the conquest of Alsace 
and Lorraine, content to leave to his old colleague of 
Frankfort the idle task of "awaking the echoes of 
the East," and of asking from them the password of 
Russian destiny. 

In each and all of these prophetic circumstances 
we see the same great man of action playing at his 
pleasure with the different fantasies of the deluded 
ideologists ; we see the same Fortinbras of Shakespeare 
— the strong in arm, indeed, of Germany — riding 
roughshod to his ends, where doctrinary Hamlets, 
melancholy or epigrammatic, were only able to blindly 
wander into chimerical and puerile machinations — 
dreamers who, face to face with crimes that cried to 
heaven, could only feebly utter, " The times are out of 
joint I " 

" Prussia's increase of power can never cause 
Russia any anxiety,"^"' said Prince Gortchakof, in 

* From one of Sir A. Bachanan's despatches, dated July 9th, 1870. For 
a detailed acooant of the diplomacy of 1870 and 1871, see the instractire 
work of M. Albert Sorel, " Diplomatic History of the Franco-CJerman War." 
Paris, Plon, 1876. Wo can only find two fanlts with this book, written with 
oaref al imih and impartial ability ; its anthor betrays a decided weakness 
for the " Tours Diplomacy," and scarcely allows sufficient breadth to Prinoe 
Gortohftkof s original designs, in his understanding with Prussia, since 1867. 
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answer to the representations made to him at the com- 
mencement of the HohenzoUem proposal as to the 
peril in store for Russia from the aggrandisement of 
Prussia, and the growth of its influence in Europe. 
And the Prince reminded the alarmists that when, in 
spite of Russia and with the support of France, Prince 
Charles of HohenzoUem became, in 1866, sovereign of 
Roumania, the Russian Cabinet had, after merely 
remonstrating, accepted the position; he could not 
see, therefore, why on this occasion Prussia should 
be made more responsible for the election of another 
member of its reigning family to the throne of 
Spain. 

Thus spoke the Czar s Minister at the outbreak of 
the struggle, on July 8th, 1870; before Prince Antoine's 
renunciation, before the French Cabinet had madly 
lashed itself into a state of excitement, and while 
Europe was still inclined to approve the legitimate 
susceptibilities of France. And when the French 
Government, giddy and blinded, soon, by its violent 
language in the Corps L^gislatif, by its exactions at 
Ems, and by its fatal declaration of war on July 15th, 
lost all it had gained in its marked diplomatic victory, 
it was im{>ossible not to clearly understand the real 
sentimonts of the Cabinet of St Petersburg. "If General 
Floury will permit me to say so," sarcastically wrote 
M- de Beust to Prince Mettemich on July 20, "Russia's 
alliiUioe with Prussia is so determined upon, that, in 
case of oortain contingencies, the intervention of the 
Russian forces may be considered not only probable but 
ivri^Hiu/* In fact, immediately after the declarati(m of- 



THE FRENCH WAR. 299 

war, on July 15 th, the Russian Government clearly 
and distinctly informed the Viennese Cabinet that it 
would not permit Austria to make common cause with 
France ; and General Fleury, indeed, may have con- 
sidered himself fortunate that he was able to pre- 
vent the express mention of this injurious clause in 
the declaration of neutrality issued by the Emperor 
Alexander on the 23rd of July.* 

" Russia has done us an immense amount of injury,'' 
exclaimed the Duke de Gramont, referring to this 
interdiction laid upon Austria, t A similar warning 
was sent to Copenhagen, and forced Denmark to remain 
neutral, in spite of the enthusiasm of that unfortunate 
nation for an alliance with France ; an alliance in 
which a project of disembarkation in the north was a 
principal itcim. General Trochu, who was to take part 
in it, was of opinion that such an undertaking would 
prove of immense strategical importance. 

The United States minister at St. Petersburg 
agreed with one of the official newspapers of that 
capital, "that Russia has done more to ensure neutrality 
than any other nation ; its threats have prevented 
Austria from moving, and the influence of its Emperor 
and of the Czarovitch have succeeded in hindering 
Denmark from espousing the cause of France." J 

England, it is just to add, in all this powerfully 
assisted the Russian policy. She was more than ever 

• From Sir A. Bnchanan's despatches, July 20th and 23rd.— Fayr«y*f 
Hittory of th€ DiplonMcy of the Oovemmtnt of Naiional Dtfence, toI. i., p. 18. 

t " La France et la Pmsse/' p. 348. 

t Deapatoh from Mr. Schuyler to Mr. Fisk, dated St. Petersburg, 
Augnit 23rd. " Fonr la V^rite," by General Trochu, p. 90. 
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indifieientlv disposed towards France, in consequence 
of M. de Bismarck's recent terrible revelations of 
the "dilatory negotiations" of August, 1866, about 
Belgium. 

-It is eyident that the torch was kindled a little 
too soon to exactly suit Prince Grortchakof. The 
military preparations of Russia were by no means 
finished. Its moral influence, even, over the Slave 
worid had received a check since the conference on 
Greece. M. de Bismarck had not precisely fixed the 
hour to suit his colleague of the Neva; as was 
remarked by M. Benedetti, he had been particularly 
careful not to invert the riles, and to act only at his 
own convenience, to only seize his own opportunity. 
Alexander Mikhailoviteh, however, none the less 
strove to carry out his part to the best of his 
ability. 

A very sagacious observer, the United States 
minister already mentioned, wrote about this time to 
his government : " The general opinion here seems 
to be that if Russia had been ready it would have 
declared war, and striven to obtain from the confusion 
cenaiu advantages. . . . The government is doing 
its utmost to prepare for all contingencies. The 
cartridge factories are at work night and day ; an 
order for a hundred Catling cannon has just been 
sent to America.** Thus the Russians hastened to 
arm themselves, and to hinder and intimidate all the 
possible allies of France, thinking that by so doing 
they were equalising the chances between the two 
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belligerents.* They flattered themselves that a war, 
which Napoleon III. himself luwl declared would be 
" long and painful," would be sure to afford them more 
than one favourable opportunity. 

But the dreadful disasters that overwhelmed France 
at the very beginning of the campaign put a sudden 
stop to these vain imaginings, and broke up the dream 
of a new Greco-Slave world, which, since 1867, had 
ever and again haunted the dwellers on the banks of 
the Moskva and the Neva. The remarkable political 
and matter-of-fact aptitudes of the Russian nation 
enabled it at once to understand that all chances of 
an Eastern crusade were gone for the moment, that 
the destinies of the world were, for the time, being 
fought out at the foot of the Vosges mountains, and 
that it only remained for it to turn its attention to 
that which was pressing and possible. 

It is a curious phenomenon that the Balkan penin- 
sula was never so peaceful, so undisturbed by the 
"supreme idea," as during these years 1870-71; 
during that " intestine struggle in Europe " which the 
dying Fuad Pacha had declared would bode so much 
ill to the Ottoman Empii-e. Towards the close of 
August, before the catastrophe of Sedan, public opinion 
in Russia could think of nothing but the unpopular 
clause in the Treaty of Paris concerning the Black Sea. 

* Prince Gortchakof was far from believing, at first, that the PnusianB 
would be victorions. He told M. Thiers many interesting stories on this 
■abject — M. Thiers* Depositions before the Committee of Inquiryt p. 12. In 
an interyiew, indeed, with a politician whom he knew to have intimate 
Telations with Napoleon III., he is said to have remarked: "Tell the 
Emperor of the French to be moderate." — Valfreyt vol. i., p. 79. 
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" Bussia,'' said an influential St Petersburg journal,* 
*• has not prevented the compulsory unification of 
Germany, neither, in its turn, does it contemplate the 
compulsory truincation of the Slaves; but it has the 
right to ask that its position in the Black Sea and ou 
the shores of the Danube be improved ; we trust that 
these legitimate demands will be taken into considera- 
tion at the European congress which wiU probably 
follow the present war." 

A European congress ! This in fact would have been 
the only logical and moderately reassuring upshot of 
the important events that were disturbing the world s 
equilibrum : and it is only doing justice to the general 
Bussian feeling of the moment to say that it was in 
accord;mee with the real necessities of the situation, 
and that it only looked forward to its country playing 
a part as honourable as it was legitimate. The Bussians 
wished to s:itisf\' their aniour-proprey but they were 
far from desiring^ to sacrifice to it France and the 
general interests of the Continent. The lesser ques- 
tion was, in their eyes, but the corollary of the greater. 
Even at Constantinople, where the behaviour of 
the Bussian Cabinet was looked forward to with 
anxiety, no different expectation was, in reality, 
entertained. As early as St^ptember 2nd, Mr. Joy 
Morris, the American minister to the Sublime Porte, 
wrote to his govenimont that the general opinion on 
the Bosphorus was that Russia would take advantage 
of the crisis to insist upon the revision of the treaty 
of 1856. "It would be strange if she did not suc- 

* Tk§ Oolot i quoted in Mr. Schuyler's despatch of Anguot 27ili. 
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ceed in her endeavours," added Mr. Moms, " since it 
will fall to her to obtain honourable conditions of 
peace for France, and to exercise a predominant in- 
fluence upon the terms of the settlement." 

Unfortunately, and for the first time during his 
long and popular tenure of office, " the national 
minister " divorced himself from the general feeling of 
his countrymen, and, instead of behaving ** like a 
patriotic European," to use M. de Talleyrand's favourite 
expression, he sought first and foremost to show his 
friendship for his old Frankfort colleague. He did 
not neglect the question of the Black Sea — he owed 
this little piece of consolation to his country to make 
up for his huge miscalculations — but he determined 
to separate two questions which Russia wished to see 
remain united; and it desired that they should so 
remain from political rather than from generous 
motives — ^from an instinctive perception of the vital 
interests of the future, rather than from a wish to 
satisfy the keen but passing inclinations of the moment. 
The Russian Chancellor deemed the fittest way to 
serve Russian interests on the Euxine was to damage 
those of Europe in Alsace and Lorraine, and did his 
utmost that France and' Q-ermany should be left un- 
disturbed to %ht their quarrel out. In accordance^ 
with this policy, he, immediately after the first French 
disaster, jumped at the ingeniously treacherous idea of 
the league of neutral powers, an idea of Italian origin, 
afterwards naturalised as an English one by Lord 
Ghranville, and turned, in the hands of the Russian 
Chancellor, as was cleverly remarked at the time, into 
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a splendid means of '^organising the impotence of 
Europe." M. de Beast had vainly endeavoured, while 
adopting the foundation of the English proposal of 
August 19 th, to alter its character, and to make it the 
basis of a concerted intervention. He suggested not 
separate efforts, but one made in common to mediate 
on behalf of France, instead of the abortive scheme 
which only " leagued " the powers together in order to 
prevent them from making any collective proposal. 
"The combination suggested at this moment by the 
Austrian minister," says a judicious historian, " was 
incessantly proposed by him during the rest of the 
war ; if it had been adopted it would probably have 
altered the course of eventa It may be said, indeed, 
that this explains why Europe refused to adopt it." * 

This is the reason why Prince Gortchakof, in 
particular, opposed it from first to last. For one 
passing moment England felt a slight compunction of 
conscience, and showed some desire to intervene. 
This supervened on M. de BismarckV circular an- 
nouncing to Europe Germany s terms of peace — ^Alsace 
and Lornviue. The Prussian ambassador commuui- 
catoil this circular to the Russian Grovemment, and 
Prince Gortchakof abstained from any comment. 
Sir A. Buchanan informed him that the Court of 
St James was, to a certain extent, inclined to follow 
the initiative of St. Petersburg. The Chancellor re- 

• Sorer§ ** Piplonuktic History of the Fraoco-G^rman War," toL i., p. S54b 
FVom a ilcspatch of M. de Beust, dated September 29th, and intended for 
Li>ndc«i, we mar tiiso qnote tho following : ** Do not let ns be afraid to ar 
it, what ii now helping to turn the straggle into a horrible war of exter. 
mination. i«« on one tide, illnsions and unfounded hopes ; on the other, the 
indifl^'r•Qce to» and aalfiah contempt of, the oooflict manifeited bj Sorope.** 
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plied that as Prussia had not asked his advice he had 
not given it* 

Lord Granville had the courage — a very unusual 
courage in him — ^to return to the subject ; and Sir A. 
Buchanan read to the Russian Chancellor a memo- 
randum timidly asking "whether it might not be 
possible for England and Russia to come to an under- 
standing upon the terms of peace, and to make, in 
concert with the other neutral powers, an appeal to 
the King of Prussia's humanity, recommending at 
the same time moderation to the French Govern- 
ment" 

Prince Gortchakof drily and scornfully received 
these overtures. " Prussia," said he, " has declared 
its terms of peace ; a French victory alone can alter 
them, and a French victory is not likely to happen. 
Confidential conversations, therefore, between Eng- 
land and Russia are useless. Concerted representation 
would assume a more or less threatening character; 
isolated action on the part of each neutral power is to 
be preferred, "t 

Isolated action 1 And this was all that could be 
got out of Alexander Mikhaiilovitch, who contented 
himself with allowing the august nephew to personally 
address a few letters to his royal uncle — ^beautifully ex- 
pressed letters, talking of peace and justice, humanity 
and moderation — which the conqueror of Sedan 
always affectionately answered with a swelling heart 
and tearful eyes, dwelling upon his duties towards 

• SoreVs " Diplomatic Hiitory of the Franco-German War/' voL i., p. 402. 
t Sir A. Buchanan's Beport, October lit. 

X 
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Ids allies, his troops, his people, and his fron- 
tiers."* 

This "euphemistic policy," as the historian has 
well termed it, was persisted in on the banks of the 
Neva during the whole of the war. G-eneral Fleury, 
as well as M. Thiers and M. de Gabriac, were treated to 
it, and the whole upshot of this " isolated action " of 
Prince Gortchakof was to utterly abandon France to 
the tender mercies of her conqueror, alone in her 
exhaustion — usque adjinem. 

It is well known in what terms this end was 
announced at St. Petersburg. 

" It is with a feeling I cannot express, and in 
returning thanks to the Almighty," telegraphed firom 
Versailles the Emperor of Germany to the Emperor of 
Russia, on February 26th, 1870, " that I inform you 
that the preliminaries of peace have just been signed 
Never will Prussia forget that to you it is due that 
the war did not assume larger proportions. May God 
bless you for it. Your grateful friend for life." 

" Long and painful," indeed, was this war, as the 
unhappy Emperor had predicted ; long enough, at any 
rate, to let Europe measure the depth of its degrada- 
tion, and to "give its blushes time to reach their 
highest," as the poet happUy says. K anything could 
be more humiUating than this degradation, it would 

* Even the simplo proposal of armistice, which could have had no 
inflnonoe upon the final terms of peace, Prince Gortchakof avoided w*^Vi«g 
in concert. M. d'Onbril, his envoy at Berlin, was left at the last momflot 
without instmctions on this point. *' It is singolar enough/' wrote Lord 
Loftus, on October 26th, "that Russia, after repeatedly proving its donre for 
peace, should thus hold itself aloof, and prefer isolated to oonoerted 
action." 
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be the recollection of the exact similarity between the 
two catastrophes that had happened within the short 
space of four years. Fate, in producing its second 
tragedy so soon after its first, had such a contempt for 
our generation that it did not even think it worth 
while to alter the plot or to make any outlay of 
imagination. The work of 1870 was a mere copy of 
that of 1866. 

" You can take the East," said M. de Bismarck 
at St. Petersburg, through his mouthpiece, General 
Manteuffel ; as on the beach at Biarritz he had told 
the Emperor Napoleon to take Belgium, making 
always the same kind of offer of what was not his 
to give, the same gracious gift of dragon-defended 
fruit. 

The dreamers of Moscow believed in a new era, in 
"a new Greco-Slave-Roumanian world," as, in like 
manner. Napoleon III. had dreamt of a new Europe, 
reparcelled out in accordance with the principle of 
nationalities. " Prussia's increase of power can never 
cause Russia any anxiety," had declared Prince 
Gortchakof at the commencement of the Hohenzollern 
incident, just as the zealots of the " new law " had 
said at the outbreak of the Bohemian campaign that 
France need feel no alarm. In both of these terrible 
years France and Russia alike counted upon the 
chances that would occur in a protracted and even 
struggle ; they had even in each case respectively set 
to work to hypothetically equalise the chances of the 
two combatants, and the surprise and confusion were 
not greater at St. Petersburg after Reichshoffen and 

x2 
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Sedan, than they had been in Pans alter Nahod and 
Sadowa. 

Eussia was behindhand in her military prepara- 
tions in 1870 as France was in 1866, and the out- 
bireak of both these calamities, that desolated and 
upset the Continent, was followed by nothing but 
paltry and selfish thoughts. All collective interven- 
tion was purposely checked ; Prussia was helped to 
entirely free herself from the control of Europe ; in a 
word, a policy of justice, of preservation, and of 
mutual equilibrium was sacrificed to one as erroneous 
as it was sordid — ^to a line of conduct the famous 
humorist of Varzin once designated as '* a pourboire 
policy." 

The Russian Chancellor, it is true, was more for- 
tunate after Sedan than was Napoleon after Sadowa. 
He did manage to get his Luxemburg ; he succeeded 
in procuring the abrogation of the second article of 
the Treaty of Paris, " an abrogation of a theoretical 
principle without any present application," as he 
himself did not forget to repeat in a despatch. * 

It is within the recollection of all what estimate 
was placed by the diflferent cabinets of Europe upon 
this victory — really only a nominal one, and of very 
little consequence, when compared with that Alex- 
ander Mikhailovitch had allowed his old colleague to 
obtain. 

Prince Gortchakof gained his point, but not by 
legitimate means, not with the brilliant and just 

• Despatch from Prinoe Gtortohakof to Baron Bmimow at Ifoodoo, 
NoTwnber 20th, 187a 
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triumph hoped for in Russia, dreaded in Constan- 
tinople. He did not obtain the revision of the treaty 
of 1856, in "endeavouring to obtain honourable con- 
ditions of peace for France, and in exercising a pre- 
dominant influence upon the terms of settlement."* 
He purposely made choice of the psychological moment 
of France's weakness, of Europe's dismay, and of the 
fetal blow that had befallen its public rights, to deal 
it in his turn a last humiliating stroke — a telum 
imbdli, but not sine ictu. 

With his own permission alone he freed himself 
from an engagement entered into with the Powers, 
as he had freed his friend at Berlin from the control 
of Europe. " Russia's act," said Lord Granville in 
his remarkable despatch of November 10th to Sir A. 
Buchanan, " annihilates aU treaties. The object of a 
treaty is to bind the contracting parties one to the 
other ; Itccording to the latest Russian doctrine, each 
party obeys its own authority alone, and feels bound 
only to itself." 

In the beginning of 1868, a large intellect — soon to 
be restored by his country's disasters to the political 
life shut out from him by the Second Empire, inveighed 
with passionate eloquence against "the ever-increasing 
neglect of that elementary principle of international 
justice which public honour and public good sense 
term the faith of treaties. "+ *'We see every day," 
said he, "springing up under our eyes a luxuriant 
jurisprudence, whose rapid growth does not surprise 

* Despaich of Mr. Joy Morris, previoaslj quoted. 

t See " Diplomacy and Principles of the French Revolution," by Prince' 
Albert de Broglie, in the Bevue de9 Deux Mondes of February lit, 1868. 
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those who know what strength false principles now 
borrow of, now lend to, the passions they encourage. 
A few years ago this onensided breach of unanimously 
accepted treaties was not possible without incurring 
risks that made want of fedth, if not more legitimate, 
at least of less frequent occurrence and of a less evil 
example. It was still admitted that before a State 
oould pretend to repudiate a regularly signed treaty, 
it must show that within its limits had occurred one 
of those general upheavals of institutions, persons, 
and things, termed a revolution. A revolution was 
the political writ by which a nation informed all 
whom it concerned that it was going into moral liqui- 
dation, and no longer intended to pay its debta 
This, it seems to me, was already a large privilege ; 
but the latest fashion of the new international code 
thinks it insuflicient. The formality of a revolution is 
a troublesome and a costly one. A change of ministry, 
or, better still, a parliamentaiy vote, is less incon- 
venient. For the future this is all that is required 
to be able, one twelvemonth, to tread under foot an 
agreement which God, public honour, and public 
conscience have been caUed upon to witness in the 
previous one," 

But, indeed, since this ciy of alann was uttered 
by an honest conscience, we have lived to see this 
new-fii;ahionoil code of rights called into play without 
the excuse of a revolution, a change of cabinet, or 
eT«ii a (varliamentai}* vote; to hear its legitimacy 
IMTiKlaimed by the minister of a regular, absolute 
monarchy — by a Russian Chancellor. The Italians, 
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it is trae, were in a similar hurry to take advantage 
of France's misfortune to break a solemn engagement 
they had contracted with her. It cannot be denied that 
in 1870 they set Prince Gk)rtchakof an example in this 
new-£Buigled style of public honour. But it was scarcely 
from a government bom but yesterday that Count 
Nesselrode's successors should have stooped to take a 
lesson. Once, indeed, Alexander Mikhailovitch re- 
proached Italy for "siding with the revolution for 
the sake of receiving its inheritance." * Since then 
he, too, has sided with the revolution — with one of 
the most audacious, most violent revolutions that 
have ever upset a throne and overwhelmed a kingdom. 
He has not received its inheritance, it is true (for the 
revolution, alas ! is still alive), but he has accepted an 
ante-^mortem legacy — ^a deed of gift, a trifling present 
out of all proportion to the services he rendered, 
but one that beirs the stamp of treacherous gain, and 
that is an injury and an insult to the rights of 
nations. 

The triumph of Alexander Mikhailovitch would 
have been of a somewhat noble, more enduring kind, 
if, in the month of October, 1870, "the national 
.minister,'' inspired by the legitimate ambition of the 
Russian nation, had brought about a European under- 
standing to make peace betwixt France and Prussia, 
and to settle the tremendous troubles of the Con- 
tinent. 

" We have always thought," wrote M. de Beust as 
early as the 10th September to St. Petersburg, " that 

• Letter to Ftmoe Gagarine at Turin, dated October 10th, 1860. 
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Russia should take the initiative." And, in truth, her 
importance abroad, her security at home, her intimate 
relations with the conqueror, properly assigned it to 
her. There is no room for doubt but that Austria, 
Italy, and England would immediately have ranged 
themselves under her banner. No need was there of 
any threatening intervention, no occasion even for the 
armed neutrality suggested by Mr. Disraeli* The 
will of all the Continental powers firmly expressed in 
unison would have amply sufficed. In this manner 
the losses of France might have been lessened, and 
Germany might have been restricted to a less formid- 
able position, more in harmony with the aspirations 
and the liberal tendencies of our century. The great 
vassals themselves of the new Emperor would have 
hastened to profier their co-operation, and a general 
disarming would have restored to fruitful and recu- 
perative labour a hardly-tried generation, imable, as 
matters now stand, to gain even repose from its 
idleness. 

Who can doubt that after such services Russia 
would not have failed to obtain from a grateful 
Europe the abrogation of the obnoxious clause in the 
treaty of 1856 ? France, for one, would certainly 
never have dreamt of standing in the way ; Austria 
would not have desired to retain a clause which she 
had opposed from the first, and which, four years 
previously, she had solemnly declared to be merely 
"a question of pride," whose sacrifice was demanded 
by the most weighty interests. As for England, it is 

* Speech in the Hoase of Commoni, Angiut let. 
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well known that of late it has been possible to make 
her agree to a great deal, or rather, that for some time 
past she accepts everything.* 

What influence, what vigour, such a benefit, 
obtained for humanity by an absolute monarchical 
government, would have lent to the cause of order 
and conservatism I What a legacy of life it would 
have been to the monarchical principle I What pres- 
tige it woidd have shed upon the Russian nation ! 
What imperishable renown it would have linked to 
the name of Alexander XL! The call of fate was 
plainly audible, the path it pointed out was easy. 
Count Nesselrode's successors were deaf to the one, 
and refused to see the other. It was but an ofience 
of omission, perhaps ; but of a kind never forgiven by 
that great doer of justice, Alighieri, when committed 
against his ideal of justitia et pax. Such was the sin 
he stigmatised with the name of il gran rifiuto. 

* Lord Granrille, in his bitter despatch of Noyember 10th, 1870, 
hastened to acknowledge that England would not hare refused to examine, 
in concert with the co-signatorj powers, what modifications might have 
been made in the treaty of 1856, " if Bussia had only gone to work in 
another way.*' 



CHAPTER X. 



A TES T£ASS FAXrSESSBIF. 



Ybtt Emperor WiHaai'i Jooracy to ^"'— ^ xa zhm Sgaa^ of 1S73— T«bH« 
D^rs cf Ftce ac Sc Ptoenborip — ^Tb* Tvo CbannlLan ok the Bnsks of 
dtae Nier» — Riobhl Opioiaa oa dw Ten. Yean riiriMiihip Fib sbA 

Affaindc — H, de BwDsrek** Raunrxn^ Woci&f — S g kw Appnteanoia 

for dbit Fvicme. 

Ox January 9th, IS 73, Xapoleoa UL nKKunfiillj 
expired in exile at Chislehurst, and shortly afkerwaida 
William L entered the seveniy-^ixth year of s life 
certiiinly nor lacking in Fortune s meet extraordinary 
fiivour^ Germany celebrated the birthday of her 
new Emper»jr with a delight all the more exuberant 
and sincere, that he had marked the azmiTexsaiy by 
ratifving a last convention with the Versailles gOTem- 
ment, which assured the pavment in advance of the 
fifth milliard of ransom, and the speedy return of the 
army of occupation beyond the Vasges mountains. 
Having thus finally settled accounts with his heredi- 
tMy enemy, the conqueror of Sedan resolved in hi» 
to pay a debt of gratitude. He determined 
■Jlf cwirey to the Emperor Alexander II 
4U tiianks for the loyal assistance he h^ 
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rendered him through a long period of trial and 
of struggle. Long announced, and often deferred, 
the journey to St. Petersburg at last took place in 
the spring; and M. de Bismarck was careful that 
both the date of the visit, and the visit itself, should 
remind the world of the intimate association of 
interests that had grown up between Russia and 
Prussia, and that had proved so fatal to the West. 
"The common aim," said the official organ of the 
German ministry,* " which brought about the alliance 
between Prussia and Russia in 1863, at the time of 
the Polish insurrection, was the starting-point of the 
present policy of the two powers ; a policy that the 
great events of the last four years have confirmed and 
strengthened* From the attitude assumed by Russia 
in the Schleswig-Holstein question, down to the im- 
portant proofs of sympathy given to Germany by 
the Emperor Alexander during the last war, every- 
thing that has occurred has helped to cement this 
alliance." 

Obeying that species of historical glamour, some- 
times clever enough to partially deceive dispassionate 
examination, which the sovereign will casts over the 
public acts, and often indeed infuses into the public 
monuments of Russia, it is the fashion in official 
circles at St Petersburg to consider the campaign of 
1870 as the continuation of the work of 1814, as the 
final episode of *' that momentous period in which 
the united armies of Russia and Prussia fought for a 

• Pravificial Correspondence of May lat, 1878. 
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sacred cause common to both of them."* Within the 
Kremlin, in the splendid haU devoted by the Emperor 
Nicholas to his country's military triumphs, a hall 
that may be termed the Arc de I'Etoile of Holy 
Bussia, the stranger is surprised to see graven in 
golden letters on its marbles the names of Moltke, of 
Soon, and of the other German leaders who dis- 
tinguished themselves in the last war with France.t 
In £ict, the conqueror of Sedan, as he crossed the 
wide plains of Muscovy, might have fancied that he 
was stiU surrounded by his own admiring subjects. 
From the fix)ntier to the Gulf of Finland the journey 
was one long succession of triumphs and ovations. 

At every station the imperial train stopped at, 
was seen in waiting a guard of honour, was heard 
the strains of the German national hjrmn. The 
Czar met his illustrious guest at the Gatchina, and on 
April 27th the two sovereigns made their public 
entry into Peter the Great s capital. The skies were 
dark and cold, and the sun refused to iUumine " the 
city of damp streets and arid hearts," as it has been 
called by one of its own poets. But human industry 
had done its best to supplement nature and to conceal 
the rigours of the climate. " Every hothouse in the 



* Telegrmm tent br the Czar to King Willuun L oo December 9th, 18G9. 
Onlv the other dmv, at the la»t of the St. Goorge's banqneta, the Emperor 
Alexander II. obeerretl : ** I am glad to be able to declare that the olote. 
alliaace between our thr^e empires and our three armiet, founded bj our 
iUnstnoiis predeceeRors, for the defence of the nme cause, eziflta intact at 
the preami moment.** — Oif^cial JowkqI of the Russian Empire, December 
ISiKlSTS. 

t ** A Visit to Hoaoow,*' bv Count Tamowski, in the Cnema Btvmc, 
Korember, 187S. 
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capital, including those in the Imperial gardens," says 
an eye-witness,* " were laid waste for the purpose of 
building up round the doors and windows a delusive 
spring, which, in our tardy north, never comes before 
summer." 

Rich carpetry, displayed for miles along the sides 
of the houses, occasionally tempted the visitors to 
mistake the cold capital of the North for the smiling 
city of the Lagoons. "The Izmailovsky Prospect, 
the Voznessensky Prospect, the vast Morskaia, formed 
one continuous avenue of Russian, German, and 
Prussian flags. On hundreds of balconies the busts 
of both monarchs were displayed, crowned with laurel 
and surroimded with verdure and flowers. The fajade 
of the large Pr^obrajensky riding-school was sur- 
mounted with a cluster of flags, grouped round a 
colossal cross of that military order of St. George of 
whieh his Majesty the Emperor William is the oldest 
knight and the only grand cordon." The crowd 
pressed hotly round the guests from Berlin. The 
talkative Bismarck and the silent Moltke were par- 
ticularly objects of curiosity. 

For twelve days there was an endless succession 
of reviews, parades, illuminations, balls, routs, ban- 
quets, concerts, and gala performances. Amongst 
the latter were specially chronicled the two magni- 
ficent ballets of *'Le Roi Candaule" and "Don 
Quixote." Nor was the populace without its share 
in the rejoicings ; particularly on the evening of the 

• From the St. Petersburg QeaeUschaft. The rest of the desoriptiozi is 
taken from the St, Petersburg Journal and the Invalide Russe of the date. 
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Sl?aL '^ AdciL wtlol a mm^wtj^ j^e was giren in the 
Pilaei^ Siuor^ T^ raro syvacgis witnessed tlie 

A5 imiey «cw|»tHi oa to tke bikoiiT tlie huge 
sc £ir% VIS siiSenly ^d^^sstA. up bjr fire cleetzic lights, 
wim 501^ in^rriii^e bciIlEUir^ tkit the fiatnres of eveir 
.£bL*i^ zz. the ^TT:>*cge cnywd wexe cbbIt dkdi^iiiahabk, 
azL*i tiie i.^rehiestn stniek up the nafcmial Praaaian 
Kthiil Fifiia^i handred and fiftr peifixiiiers took 
^luz in tiL£§. btes»iies &i^ tzumpeteis and 350 dnun- 
sbers. TKe PnBam air was foflowed bjr the March 
cf Kru-y Fr«r^^riek WiUsam QL. and then fay a whole 
£m<s of infiitarT marehes — the Steinmetz March, the 
'^Wai^hr am Sheiiu'* the March of the Guards of 
1S<*S. to the tune of whieh the Bnaaian regiments had 
re-^eniered Sc. Petersburg after the Eyhin campaign ; 
and rkr March of Piris« which had cMioe resounded 
in ribr ea^r^ of ihe alli^ armies as they triamphantly 
entered the capital of France. 

The military prayer. '* How great is the Lord in 
Zon.** pnjdut-T^l a tremendous effect. It is a little 
difficalt to understand how Webers plaintive air 
** The Prai5e of Tears ** (Lob der Thruneh) i^andered 
into the midst of these strains consecrated to Mars 
and Vult-m : unless as a discreet homage to the 
well-known sensibility of the veteran HohenzoUem, 
authentic eviJeuces of which will be found by histoiy 
in hundreds of his speeches, letters, and telegrams. 
Indeed, he did not leaVe St. Petersburg without 
displaying this ehanieteristic sensitiveness. As the 
two sovereigns were bidding each other adieu in the 
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imperial saloons of the Gatchina terminus, William of 
Germany was obliged to hurriedly break away, to pre- 
vent himself from yielding to his emotion. With 
bent head and twitching features he left the saloon 
with hasty footsteps, and buried himself in his rail- 
way carriage, without once looking hack. 

If, however, during this Prussian visit to the 
banks of the Neva the honours were all for the Czar's 
uncle, the eager and almost feverish curiosity of the 
public was a good deal more occupied with the 
celebrated minister whose white cuirassier's uniform 
lent an extra emphasis to his conspicuous stature — 
with the famous German Chancellor, who in one brief 
lustrum had known how to found an empire on the 
ruins of two other ones. St. Petersburg had not 
yet had time to forget the free-spoken diplomatist, 
who, from 1859 to 1862 had astonished and amused 
Bussian society by his abuse of his own Court, by 
his ridicule of the ^'perruques of Potsdam " and 
the "Philistines of the Spree;" and who sometimes 
quoted — always taking care, however, to be the 
first to laugh — ^M. Prudhomme's famous saying, "If 
I were the government !" 

Now he was, indeed, the government — he was 
even the master of Europe ; and before his star those 
of a Hapsburg and a Napoleon had paled their 
ineffectual fires ! The topic was in truth one that 
suggested many a striking comparison, many a piquant 
reminiscence; nor was it one that refused to lend 
itself to idle comments, to the plerisque vana miran-- 
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The pair often appeared side by side in public at 
f^e^ and receptions : the one conspicuous by his great 
height and remarkable head ; the other easily recog- 
nisable by his more delicately-cut features, by his keen, 
witty, and slightly cunning expression. Obeying the 
ingenious precept of court etiquette first introduced by 
good old Homer when he made Glaucus and Diomede 
exchange armour, the Russian minister wore the 
Order of the Prussian Black Eagle, and the Prussian 
minister that of St. Andrew of Russia. In truth, 
this interchange of orders seemed typical of the 
community of views which had so long united these 
illustrious diplomatists. 

Such a cordial, stable understanding between a 
couple of statesmen at the helms of two different 
empires was assuredly an unusual spectacle. It was 
certainly a striking one, and amidst the solemn 
pomps of St. Petersburg, it gave reflecting minds 
much food for thought. The annals of the past were 
ransacked in vain for such an enduring and brilliant 
instance of harmonious action. A few celebrated 
political intimacies, such as those between Choiseul 
and Kaunitz, Dubois and Stanhope, Mazarin and 
Cromwell, were only called to mind to be instantly 
recognised as comparatively misleading and merely 
apparent analogies. 

Nobody miscalculated the considerable and deci- 
sive influence which the understanding between the 
two Chancellors had lately exercised upon the destinies 
of Europe ; nobody was blind to the prodigious use 
M. de Bismarck had made of this understanding in 
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his hazardous undertakings. Opinions only began 
to differ when it became a question of auditing the 
Bussian ledger, of reckoning up tiiie exact profit 
gained by the Empire of the Czars during this part- 
nership of ten years — the most stormy decade 
tiirough which the Continent had passed since that 
which ended on the day of Waterloo. 

Some thought that the situation created by Sadowa 
and Sedan was one of .pure gain to Russia. They 
pointed to the torn fragments of tiiie humiliating 
treaty of 1856; to Austria^ punished for the treachery 
she had been guilty of at the time of the Crimean 
war ; to France, fallen and diminished ; to England, 
a resigned spectatress of General Kaufinan's ad- 
vance on Bokhara; and, finally, to Russia, rapidly 
recoyering her old prestige, and quietly tasting 
her revenge — that delicious morsel for the gods, 
and for such favourites of the gods as Alexander 
Mikhjulovitch. 

Is there not, they asked, a marvellous good for- 
tune, an impressive singleness of purpose in the 
career of a minister, who, after the conference at 
Vienna, solemnly swore to avenge the degradation 
of his coimtry, and who has so well kept his oath ? 
Does there not seem to be a splendid Nemesis in 
the punishment, one after the other, of those 
haughty "allies," who, in 1853, undertook the de- 
fence of the Crescent against the Cross of St Andrew, 
and who, ten years later, dared to raise the PoUsh 
question ? To-day, Austria and France outvie each 
other in obsequious flatteries at the feet of the 
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"northern barbarian" they then professed to despise; 
while England humbly begs of him a Toodus vivendi 
in Central Asia. And Eussia has attained this 
enviable and glorious position without a struggle, 
without a sacrifice ; by merely biding her time, 
while she developed her internal prosperity, and 
allowed her neighbour — an old and tried friend, 
whose devotion has never faltered — full liberty of 
action. 

It is but simple justice that Prussia should have 
reaped the harvest of her bravery and her good faith ; 
and the well-known sentiments entertained by the 
Emperor William towards the Czar, the family ties 
which have so long united the two courts, the 
destinies of the two countries, so distinct, and yet so 
conformable, are the certain pledges of a permanent 
and unalterable understanding for the future. How 
often has not Prussia solemnly sworn that she has no 
interest in the Eastern question ! When the inherit- 
ance of the Ottomans comes to be decided, the House 
of Hohenzollem will show its gratitude to the House of 
Romanoff. Petty jealousies and petty rivalries have 
had their day, in common with petty States, and petty 
artifices to catch influence and to balance power. The 
future . belongs to a rational policy based upon the 
nature of things, upon geographical facts, and upon 
homogeneity of race. This policy assigns to Kussia 
and to Germany rdles that, while differing, are but 
the corollaries one of the other. 

Taking a broad view, it is, in truth, a matter of 
congratulation that the sceptre of the West has slipped 
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firom ti^ bazfeds of a tnrlxilait, Tolcaiie 
ahraj? «3i^2^ed in aonie pivjpBganda. wnr JaDobin, 
i]y>ir Ukrsmoasame. bu era- rerohitioiiary — to £dl 
iziro tbe gc^p c€ die moet otde^, most hiefaichical, 
and best dkciptiiiai State in EaropeL 

And finaOr, Sadowa and Sedan were Pr ote stant 
Ticsocks OTO- the two diief CatlHrfk powos, and tiie 
scruggle agaiiBt Boman TJkiamontanwm, into wbidi 
IL de Bismarck bas just j^m^ed, is mih^ the logical 
consequ^oice of these inqmvtant erents in histoij. 
Withoot gcHng 50 far as to accept certain ideas — ideas» 
however. Tery widehr ^piead — as to a possible future 
foaon of the Protestant and <»thodox belief, it may 
certainlr be said that it is not fcnr tiie Church of 
Pbocios to lament because the Vatican has been 
deak a mortal Uow. 

To soch reas<xiinga, supplemented besides by 
captious and sarcastic arguments, those who thou^t 
differently tarnished objections ins{»red by an equally 
sincere but a much less sanguine patriotism. They, 
too, agreed in admiring the ease and the rapidity with 
which Russia had recovered from the disasters in the 
Crimea ; but they contended that this result had been 
obtained long before M. de Bismarck had come upon 
the scene, long before any understanding had been 
entered into with him ; and that, as far back as 1860, 
when the sovereigns of Austria and Prussia and 
many minor German princes came to greet the Czar 
and recognise his moral supremacy at Varsovia, and 
when Napoleon III. was seeking his friendship and 
acceptiog his arbitration, the Bussian empire had 
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already reassumed the great position in Europe 
which of right belonged to it. 

The remarkable tact with which Prince Gortchakof 
had made use of the goodwill of France to promote 
Russian interests, without yielding a single point of 
essential importance, without compromising any of 
the tjonservative and traditional principles of Kussian 
policy, would always prove his surest claim to his 
coimtr/s gratitude; but it was a matter of regret 
that he had not shown the same prudent reserve in 
the close relations with Prussia, which, after the 
Polish insurrection, took the place of the old under- 
standing with the Tuileries. It was impossible not 
to perceive that Nesselrode's successor had exaggerated 
the purpose of the notorious French " remonstrance " 
about Poland, and the danger likely to accrue from it ; 
as well as the true character of the not really disinte- 
rested services at that time rendered to him by his old 
friend at Berlin. At any rate, the latter constituted 
no sufficient reason for sulking with the rest of Europe 
after the matter had been settled to the signal ad- 
vantage of the Eussian Government — for persistently 
sulking with it year after year, for positively refusing 
to entertain the idea of any other alliance but that 
of Prussia, and for obstinately and constantly allowing 
that power to go where it pleased, do what it pleased, 
and take what it pleased. 

In short, these enlightened patriots were strongly 
of opinion that, generally speaking, the pith of the 
mistakes of the last fifteen or twenty years lay in this : 
that rancour, spite, and ill-nature had been allowed to 
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play too large a part in the settlement of the weightiest 
affairs. A wretched basis of policy, forsooth I and 
one which the German Chancellor alone had had the 
wit to despise. 

A rancorous recollection of the behaviour of the 
St. Petersburg Cabinet in the Italian question had 
led Austria to extend a helping hand to the Polish in- 
surgents. A feeling of ill-temper against England, 
for its conduct at the time of the congress, had 
induced Napoleon III. to throw up the cause of 
Denmark ; while, more than all others, Alexander 
Mikhailovitch had been actuated by these petty 
motives. He had been the first to yield to them 
in indulging his " policy of spite " against Austria 
for the imaginary wrongs she had committed during 
the Crimean war — ^he had been, in truth, the most 
eager to adopt the contemptible "pourboire policy," 
and to promote the selfish " league of neutral powers," 
that- had effectually barred all concerted and generous 
action. 

ilany indeed were the splendid opportunities of pro- 
moting the welfare of Europe, his country's glory, and 
the fame of his illustrious master, that had slipped 
through the Russian Chancellor's hands, as, in infa- 
tuated friendship, they obstinately grasped Prussia's 
calculating fingers. One, for instance, in the spring of 
1867, at the time France and Austria offered him such 
ample concessions in the East ; another, in the autumn 
of 1 870, when Austria and England begged him to take 
the initiative in the work of peace. Much indeed were 
those mistaken who believed that Prince Gortchakof 



A TEN YEARS' PARTNERSHIP. 827 

had sacrificed nothing during his ten years' under- 
standing with his formidable colleague. 

Is it nothing, forsooth, that Kiel, the key of the 
Baltic, has been delivered into the grasp of Germany ? — 
is it nothing that the kingdom of Denmark, the home 
of the Czarevna, has been rent and dismembered ? — 
nothing that Queen Olga now sits on a vassal's 
throne ? — ^nothing that a whole phalanx of reigning 
fiEunilies, closely akin to the House of RomanoflF, have 
been dethroned and plundered ?t— nothing that the 
minor States, from time immemorial the devoted and 
loyal partisans of Russia, have been robbed of their inde- 
pendence ? — In a word, is it nothing that the ancient 
balance of power — scales, lever, and fulcrum — ^has been 
roughly dashed to pieces, and that the Chancellor's 
whole policy has resulted in the immoderate, gigantic 
aggrandisement of his country's nearest neighbour ? 

" The greatness of a State is relative, and a country 
that suflFers no material loss may, in reality, become 
diminished as new forces accumulate around it."* This 
saying, addressed to Napoleon III. after Sadowa, might 
have been well taken to heart by Russia after Sedan, 
for it is impossible to pretend that the abolition of the 
second article of the Treaty of Paris was an equivalent 
for the new resources accumulated by Prussia in the 
centre of Europe. It may be urged, perhaps, that the 
recent Russian conquests in Asia constitute the real 
compensation. But their value is at least doubtful ; 
they have only hitherto succeeded in waking Eng- 

• Confidential note of M. Magna, July 20th, 1866.— Paper* and Corf, 
Mpomdmnee of the Imperial Fcmtily, yoI. i., p. 241. 
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hsn^i mss^asaSr ^uni nhe xime wskt yet come when 
"die^ maj proTe ai eazise of soioas embafraaament 

If X hiig^ EoropeaiL eooliigiasioa :shaiild ever 
Iseok oar, Boasia wiH be obliged eidier to abandon 
thisse rifiscani: eixb^Tiests, impadenc of her rule ; or else 
to «if joble and mple Ker Oi^eapying foitces there, and 
so w^sakai herself m the West, where will lie the 
real bnmt of the straggle. As to her hopes on the 
Bcsphoros, ther are mere contingencies, like other 
expectations of inheritance. The '"Sick Man^ has 
over and orer again jw»3Ted the &lsitT of the prognos- 
tications of his doctr^s ; crisis after crisis that was 
positiTelr to carry him off has passed away. Nor is 
the postponement of his death-agony, perhaps, alto- 
gether a nusfortnne for Russia : for it is an open 
question whether the Northern Empire is yet prepared 
to enter upon such a vast inheritance — whether its 
outfit of tools and workmen is yet exactly proportioned 
to such a huge establishment — if, in a word, it is ready 
with the necessary military and financial resources, 
with the administrative organisation indispensable for 
the occupation of such wide territories. 

It is impossible to take possession of European 
provinces in the easy fashion the same extent of soil 
is annexed on the banks of the Amoor or the Syr- 
Daria. A second restless Poland may rear its head by 
the waters of the Danube, at the foot of the Balkans ; 
and the reign of a single system of law, the uniform 
dominion of the Svod, may not prove so easy to 
establish in lands where the most incongruous institu- 
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tions, from the rule of the scimitar to that of parlia- 
mentary government, have, side by side, confusedly 
flourished and run riot. Nor is it impossible that the 
absorption of Turkey may in its turn transform the Mus- 
covite nation, and that history may not have, one day, 
to inculcate afresh the pathetic lesson of Grcecia capta. 

A Russia, mistress of the Eastern Peninsula, may 
no longer, perhaps, be Russia ; and an empire bathed 
by the blue waters of the Bosphorus may no longer be 
able to boast a capital on the ice-bound shores of 
Finland. 

These are weighty and difficult problems — problems 
that naturally cause hesitation, apprehension, and in- 
decision. On the other hand, one thing is certain, and 
that is, that when the moment is at hand Prussia will 
lay down her conditions and stipulate for her compen- 
sation. When the hour verily strikes, to pay her old 
debt of gratitude will be far from her thoughts ; she 
will only think of driving a new bargain. And what 
will her price be ? Holland, or Jutland, or the German 
territories of Austria ? — the frontier of the Vistula, or 
the provinces of the Baltic ? 

Perhaps, after all, this long drama of Turkish 
decadence is destined to wind up with a very un- 
expected denouement y as illogical as it will be original. 
Public writers and patriots of Berlin have, before now, 
been heard to speak of Austria's mission by the 
Danube and on the Bosphorus — have long ago been 
heard to say that she was intended by Providence to 
carry thither Teuton interests — " German civilisation.'* 
Since Sedan, particularly, Austria has been eloquently 
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exhorted to ''seek her centre of graTity elsewlieie 
than at Vienna,'' to justify her name of Od-^eick, and 
to become in lealitv an Empire of the East. 

It may well be that a monarchy, constantly 
threatened with the loss of its German possessions 
on the banks of the Leitha, may at last be tempted 
to take this advice and ran the risk ; especially if it 
is continually dinned into her ears that the risk is a 
virtue — nav more, a necessitv. 

A State that has never undergone any serious pro- 
cess of centralisation, a State that has always oscillated 
between a dual system of government and a more or 
less defined federal one, might indeed appear to 
Europe to possess the very framework with which to 
enclose and assimilate the medley of races, of creeds, 
of institutions, which swarm between the Iron Gates 
and the Golden Horn. 

On the Bosphorus, an Empire of the East, subject 
to German iniluenees and inheriting German traditions; 
to the south, a kingdom of Greece, enlargeil by 
Thes-saly and Epirus ; to the north, a united Germany, 
complete^l and rouDded off by the absorption of the 
Cis-Leithan Provinces — this is an arrangement that 
would give satisfaction in many quarters, not ex- 
cluiling England. It is perhajis as good a solution as 
any other of the tremendous Eastern question ; and it 
IS permissible to suggest any hj-pothesis, any extrava- 
gance, when dealing with the world of the fantastic 
Qnent, or with that equally mysterious and portentous 
'^^d that seethes in the brain of the hermit <rf 
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The Emperor Alexander, however, is even now 
face to face with a position that has nothing to do 
with the world of hypothesis and speculation; a situa- 
tion that is, unfortunately, but too evident and too 
palpable. In the place of *' a purely and exclusively 
defensive combination," as Prince Gortchakof once 
correctly described the ancient Bund — in the place of 
a league of peacefully inclined States, all the obliged 
fiiends of Eussia, and forming for her, as it were, a 
continuous line of rampart, he now sees before him, 
firmly settled down along the whole line of his 
frontier, a gigantic power, the strongest of the Con- 
tinent — ambitious, full of enterprise, and obliged by 
its very position to henceforward stand up against 
Russia as the natural champion of what it has been 
agreed to call " Western interests." 

Whenever this power chooses, it can, if it suits 
it, bring even the Polish question into the arena, and 
in a somewhat more dangerous manner, forsooth, than 
that erewhile adopted by the Cabinets of Paris and 
London. Indeed, a proposal to strike Russia such a 
mortal blow was warmly discussed in 1871 by a group 
of Hungarian statesmen, supposed to be to some con- 
siderable extent in M. de Bismarck's confidence. 

The conduct of the Berlin Government at the time 
of the last insurrection in Varsovia is no criterion for 
the future. The passionate speeches uttered by M. de 
Bismarck in 1849 against the Magyar rising did not 
prevent him at a later period from encouraging Greneral 
Elapka. Nor is it possible to be blind to the views 
held by Prussia in 1863 as to the left bank of the 
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Vistula, "the natural frontier;" and even now it is 
sometimes hinted at Berlin that there perhaps lies the 
most efficacious road to the finiU annihilation of Polish 
dreams. 

No word, as yet, has been spoken as to the Baltic 
pn.n'inces, as before Sadowa no one had broached the 
idea of even wishing to cross the Main. But Teuton 
aspii-ations are ever on the increase in Courland and 
Livonia, and the world has by this time learnt to 
what painful sacrifices the HohenzoUems are capable 
of resigning themselves when it is given out that they 
ai'e summoned by that all-compelling voice — the voice 
of their German brethren. 

In truth, the prince-regent would have shuddered 
if, in 1848, it had l>een whispered to him that he 
Wi>uld one day find himself arrayed against the Hap3- 
burgs, with Giuibaldi as his companion-in-arms ; yet, 
when the time came, he yielded to a supposed neces- 
sity, and giwe the signal for the fratricidal struggle 
with grief in his heart and te;irs in his eyes. It is, 
luort^ovor, childish to attempt to measure the destinies 
of nations by the laixvr or the disposition of any single 
nn»nai\h. Germany may one day hail an emperor 
with uoithor affect ion for nor remembnuice of Alex- 
ander 11. — *a Phai-aoh who knew nut Joseph :" and 
even if not, there exists a mightier |>ower in the world 
than that of czar or emperor — the stem force of cir- 
cumstances, the ovemiasteriuir necessities of race. 

Formidable, indeed, is the race of the victors of 
Sadowa and Sedan, whose ancient invading and con- 
quering genius has survival a hundnd transforma- 
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tioDSy has accommodated itself to a hundred changes 
of fortune ! Humble and yet daring, temperate but 
prolific, expansive and yet tenacious, devoutly carry- 
ing into practice the spirit of their ancient proverb, 
uhi bene^ ihi patriae yet ever preserving a keen 
affection for their mother country, the Germans 
insinuate themselves into every country, penetrate 
into every region, are found in every corner of the 
habitable globe. 

Their connections and their descendants sit on 
every throne of the world and stand behind its every 
counter, throng the industrial centres of Europe 
and people the solitudes of the Far West, throw 
the casting votes into the Presidential urns of the 
great Kepublic and monopolise most of the impor- 
tant posts in the administration of the northern 
Empire — ^where people still talk of a statistical return 
showing that out of every hundred officers of the 
higher grades in the Kussian jirmy, at least eighty 
per cent were of German origin.'"' 

Such already were the characteristics of the Ger- 
man before his great strokes of fortune in 1866 and 
1870, before the era of "blood and iron," before 
M. de Bismarck had revealed to him the secret of his 
might, before he had heard the magic whisper — tu 
regere impeino populos ! 

* This rotum was published in the Oolos^ some years ago, when it created 
considerable stir. A story is told to the effect that the sufficiently common- 
place name of Kozlof enjoyed a brief popularity in Russia for the following 
reason : — The Czarovitch was holding a levy of officers, and after an inter, 
xninable list of purely Grermao cognomens had been called out, the name 
of Koxlof was suddenly pronounced. " At last ! thank God," exclaimed the 
CiaroTitch.— BiMfland seit Aufhehung der Leiheigenschc^, Laibach, 1876. 
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It b acarceh- ivweasanr to reall the hatred which 
the Geimaiks hare alwAjs fek towards the Slave, <m* 
the exreiiiiiiian«>n to which ther have already devoted 
him br rh< YSb^ and the CNler. The mind fccchIs 
hofTor-strack at the mere idea <rf a new meeting 
between the two races — a meeting now morv than 
ever likely to occur. It is the faishion, it is tzue, to 
treat such apprehen2i<xis as mere pedantic dreams, 
the empty visions of professors and sciibUers; bat 
when has any important problem been less lightly 
regarded by the conspicnoos statesmen, the profes- 
flional political prophets ci our day ? Did they not 
pooh-pooh the Sehleswig-Hoktein questicm and the 
German intentions towards Alsace I — did they not 
langh to scorn the onity of Italy and the programmes 
of the XatioT%al' Verein f 

A chapter upon " Diplomatists versus Professors ^ 
would make an interesting passage of contemporary 
history, and would show that the most pedantic, the 
most ideologist of the two classes, are not precisely 
those generally so considered. 

Is it not, for instance, asked the same disapprovers 
of Prince Gortchakofs policy — ^more thoughtful for 
the future and anxious for the present, than blindly 
fascinated by unseasonable remembrances of the past — 
is It not simple peJautri' to compare the two periods 
of 1814 and 1840, and to recognise in Moltke the 
successor of Koutouzof ? At the time of the memor- 
able war that foUowed the heroic burning of Moscow 
the whole of Europe turned against an insolent 
master, and brought safety and deliverance to 
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kingdoms bruised and down-trodden by a foot that 
aspired to universal dominion. 

Were the circumstances the same in the last 
campaign ? Should it not rather be said that France, 
this time, was fighting for the balance of power and 
the independence of Europe, that she was trying to 
repair, by a late and badly conceived effort, a whole 
series of culpable mistakes that had endangered others 
besides herself ? 

In truth, the two periods were widely different 
in their underlying motives, and as broadly con- 
trasted in their external signs and tokens. The 
Prussian minister at the outset informed M. Benedetti 
that " he would fight him with revolutions,'' and he 
kept his word. He showed attention to, made 
excuses for, and displayed a sympathy with the 
CJommune he would find it difficult to justify. And 
later on, he openly protected the Eepublic against all 
attempts at monarchical restoration, thus sacrificing 
the monarchical principle and the weightiest considera- 
tions of public order to a selfish and vindictive policy. 
This was not the spirit that swayed the allies in 
1814. The magnanimous Alexander I. held a very 
different view of a sovereign's duties, and of the 
sympathy that should exist between all animated 
with the spirit of conservatism. And the Emperor 
Nicholas — can there be any doubt as to the crushing 
verdict he would have pronounced on the whole gist 
of the Berlin policy, upon the regeneration of 
Grermany ? — a regeneration that, in reality, has ever 
revealed itself as a species of revolution from above. 
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from its federal execution in Holstein to its arrest of 
the syndics of the Crown; from its destruction of 
the Bund to its overthrow of the Guelf dynasty; 
from its formation of Hungarian legions and its 
intrigues with Mazzini to its Kulturhampf against the 
Catholic Church. 

Let there be no mistake, said the antagonists of 
the two Chancellors ; it is the revolution alone which 
will profit by the campaign against Catholicism 
amdertaken by Germany. Great and surprising 
indeed are the illusions of those who flatter them- 
selves that Protestantism and orthodoxy, or tolerant 
religious feeling in general, will gain anything by 
the losses the Papacy may suffer. A glance at the 
swollen battalions of the KtiUiirkampf reveals their 
god ; their banners are plainly embroidered with the 
symbol in whose name they hope to conquer. 

Is it supposed that the sincere Protestants, the 
Evangelicals to whom the Holy Scriptures are a 
great truth, are leading the assault, or are even 
following it with their wishes and their prayers ? 
Assuredly not. All true disciples of the Reformed 
Church, those who cling not to the empty shadow of 
the name but to the substance of its doctrine, openly 
repudiate the struggle, and lament it. 

They rightly believe that in our revolutionary 
epoch — an epoch so undermined by the spirit of 
negation — there should be such a thing as unity 
of religious interests as well as political unity of 
conservative interests. Those eager for the fray, the 
zealots, "full'' — forsooth ! — "of the divine Spirit," are, 
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in reality, the very minds who admit the existence of 
neither deity nor soul, and who have no positive 
belief but that of positivism. In them a resus- 
citated Luther would certainly fail to recognise his 
children. 

The great antagonist of Kome in the sixteenth 
century believed in revelatioD, in his Bible, in his 
doctrine of grace — are not all these things ridiculous 
rubbish in the eyes of the disciples of Strauss and 
Darwin? The apostle of Wittemberg believed in 
justification by faith ; the apostles of Berlin pin their 
solitary belief to justification by success. 

It is a serious thing, finally observed these 
alarmed patriots, a very perilous thing, for a great 
State to abandon, in its relations with the other 
Powers, certain established maxims, certain rules of 
conduct assayed by long experience, and become, as 
it were, arcana imperii Napoleon III. has but just 
paid a ruinous price for his disobedience to the 
ancient traditions of French foreign policy. 

Eussia, on her side, owed Europe a certain 
obedience to the venerable traditions which had been 
the foimdation of the splendour and the strength of 
the preceding reigns. In those reigns the liberty of 
the Baltic was jealously defended, care was taken to 
maintain a proper balance of power between Austria 
and Prussia, the friendship and devotion of the minor 
States of Germany were properly appreciated, and 
respect for the monarchical principle was everywhere 
enforced upon the presuming spirit of the revolution. 
It is devoutly to be wished that Eussia may never have 



388 . THB TWO OEANOELLOBS. 

cause ta regret liaving tomed aside firom the tisck 
beaten by the triumphant chariot-wheels of Pbter 
the Ghreat, of Catherine IL, of Alexander L, and of 
Nicholas. 

Thus thought and spoke on the banks of the Neva 
many independent minds, while the official world was 
busy displajring the magnificence of the north in 
honour of William the Conqueror. Their though 
and words were, in truth, only the oomiected ex- 
pression of a vague pr^sentunent, a deep but veiled 
doubt that was secretly stirring the heart of Busaia. 

With that habit of obedience and discipline, wbiA 
some call a servile instinct, but which in tibia natioii 
is often the expression of a deep and admiraUa 
patriotism, the masses were &i firom thinking of an- 
noying their Government in the brilliant receptioni 
it was giving its Prussian guests ; they were contenfc 
to remain impassive spectators of a display which 
made no appeal to their hearts. 

The press maintained a great sobriety of tone in its 
descriptions; its remarks were more reserved stilL So 
marked was its reserve, indeed, that with the best will 
in the world all that could be found to be said at 
Berlin was that the St. Petersburg press showed a 
'' proper " tone. On the whole, the general feeling in 
Bussian society was a similar one. In the palace 
itself the true moral was pointed by the surroundings 
— in the for^ound a mass of hot-house flowers, in the 
distance a perspective of ice. The guests appealed to 
notice this curious contrast. Mixed with the ATqwMnfcii 
perfume of exotic flowecs, there occasionally reached 
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them a keen blast of the outer air, the bitter, icy wind 
of the north. 

Even M. de Bismarck himself seemed to feel the 
effect of this treacherous atmosphere. He displayed 
more mechanical vivacity than real dash and warmth ; 
his words were far more measured than was usual 
with him ; he seemed to purposely avoid any decided 
opinion, any too lively discussion. 

It is a curious fact that during his fortnight's stay 
in the Russian capital the once plain-spoken diplo* 
matist gave utterance to none of the sallies, none of 
the jokes he is generally addicted to ; to not one of 
the bewildering indiscretions which have so often been 
the delight of society and the dread of men in office. 

But one single sensational sapng was heard to 
issue from the lips which had so often pronounced 
destiny's fiat, the expression that " he could not even 
admit the thought of ever being hostile to Russia." 
It seemed an explicit and reassuring declaration 
enough, offered, perhaps, in reply to concealed appre- 
hensions. But the incredulous and the suspicious felt 
inclined to remark that, only ten years ago, such an 
assurance proffered by a Prussian minister to the 
Russian empire, would have seemed more than super- 
fluous, it would have seemed Laughable. 



Here ends the task undertaken in writing these 
two sketches. The meeting of the two Chancellors in 
the capital of Peter the Great, in the spring of 1873, 
may be considered the epilogue of the joint action that 

z 2 
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has lasted ten years, and that has so much contributed 
to change the face of the world. 

Since that period Europe has been free from storms, 
though angry and threatening clouds have now and 
again crossed its ever gloomy horizon. Every now 
and then, indeed, a slight and passing flash has seemed 
to reveal that the ancient and fatal harmony between 
the Cabinets of Berlin and St. Petersburg is not more 
absolute than it was of old, and that it is still inter- 
rupted by certain differences of opinion and intention. 

The Czar's government, for instance, declined to 
accompany the German Chancellor on his Spanish 
campaign, in his feverish adhesion to the presidency 
of Marshal Serrano ; and there seems little doubt that 
the personal intervention of the Emperor Alexander, 
strongly backed by England, averted from France 
last year an iniquitous attack, and prevented a tre- 
mendous calamity. 

Since then Austria has, to some extent, joined 
the intimacy of the two northern Empires ; and it 
would be difficult to say whether her arrival has com- 
pleted or complicated a partnership in which it be- 
comes daily more difficult to discover any common 
interest, and which up till now has found harmony 
only in silence. The future alone can unveil the 
meaning and the value of this triple alliance, so much 
praised and, perhaps, so little understood. But it is, 
even now, by no means too soon to be sure that in 
this interesting trinity it is M. de Bismarck who has 
really the best of it. 



APPENDIX. 



The different chapters of this volume appeared in 
miccessive numbers of the Mevue des Deux Mondes 
for 1875. The second number for the month of 
September contained the chapter headed, " The 
Eclipse of Europe ; " and in the number dated 
October 1st appeared the following : — 

"We have received the following letter jfrom 
M. Benedetti : — 

TO THE EDITOE OF THE * JIEVUE DES DEUX MOKDBS/ 

Paeis, September 2Ath, 1875. 

Sib, — In the last number of the Revue des Deux Mondes 
you published an article by M. Klaczko, which compels me 
to ask you to insert a short rectification. I should be the 
last to deny any one the right of placing his own construc- 
tion upon the events of which M. Klaczko has penned an 
anecdotic history, or of independently criticising the share 
in them which fell to me. On the contrary, I am most 
anxious, both for my own sake and for that of the Govern- 
ment which I had the honour of serving, that they should 
be discussed and examined. The light that has already 
been thrown upon them, the reversal of erroneous verdicts 
that has already taken place, have produced the best results 
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for both of us; bat an examination of the past can only 
prove searching and useful if it is impartially made^ and it 
cannot be impartial if it refuses to notice positive and un- 
deniable facts. 

M. E3aczko says : — ' Certainly the French Ambassador 
at the Court of Berlin occupied during 1866 a very onerous 
and painful, we might almost say, pathetic, position. He 
had devoted himself to bring about that connubio of Italy 
with Prussia which seemed in his eyes to be of such value 
to the Imperial poUcy, to be such a signal victory over the 
ancient order of things, such a benefit to the '' idees Napo- 
leoniennes/^ and to the " new right." In the well-grounded 
fear of seeing his work collapse and Prussia draw back, if 
there were any mention made of future compensation or 
preventative engagements, he was unceasing in his endea- 
vours to dissuade his government from any attempt of the 
kind . . / (page 445). And at page 442, in a note, 
M. Elaczko remarks : — ' M. Drouyn de Lhuys, who had 
already obtained the cession of Venice from Austria, what* 
ever might be the result of the dispute, insisted at this time 
on sureties being in a like manner taken from Prussia, the 
cleverest and most dangerous of the two contending parties. 
M. Benedetti did not cease to oppose such a step, in the fear 
that, if it were suggested, Prussia would entirely abandon 
her designs against Austria.' 

Now, these assertions eithe;* mean nothing at all, or they 
convey that I was the real originator, perhaps, I should say, 
the negociator, unknown to my government, of the treaty of 
alliance concluded in 1866 between Prussia and Italy*; and 
that I had perseveringly prevented M. Drouyn de Lhuys 
from carrying out his intention of obtaining from the Berlin 
Cabinet, before the Austrian war, the pledges necessary for 
the future security of France. 

M. Klaczko corroborates these assertions by no quota- 
tion of known facts, by no extracts from any oflScial docu- 
ments. He offers no proof of them in any shape or foim. 

Yet, h^ miist have been aware, since he continually 
quotes a work I published in 1871, bearing the title of 
' Ma Mission en Prusse,' that I repudiated any partidpa- 
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tion in the Prusso-Italian treaty ; he must have known that 
I had fully shown this. In such a case, it is scarcely suffi- 
cient to offer a simple contradiction ; it is necessary, rather^ 
to give proofs to the contrary, to plainly establish that, far 
from having had nothing to do with the understanding 
between Prussia and Italy, I had been its principal 
instigator. 

I am desirous that the readers of the Revue des Devac 
Mondes should know the truth. They have seen M. 
EUaczko's article ; it is only right to submit to them a few 
words at least of the despatches I have published. 

'The approaching arrival is announced,^ I wrote on 
March 14th, 1866, 'of an Italian officer. General Govone, 
who is coming to Berlin on an important mission. This 
news . . . has caused some considerable stir. If it should 
turn out to be true it will certainly be believed that Prussia 
and Italy are negotiating a treaty of alliance.' 

Two days later I added, ' General Govone reached 
Berlin the day before yesterday. According to Count 
Bismarck and the Italian ambassador his mission is simply 
a military one, and its aim is merely to examine the improve- 
ments lately made in weapons of all kinds.' 

A couple of days later still I was able to give my 
government more precise information, and I wrote : ' I 
informed you, when I reported General Govone's arrival, 
that, according to M. de Bismarck and the Italian envoy, 
the generars only object was to study the military organi- 
sation of Prussia. Forgetting, no doubt, what he had 
said to this effect, M. de Bismarck informed me yesterday 
that General Govone was authorised to treat with the 
Prussian Government. The gist of the communication he 
has made to the President of the Council is in fact . . / 
In concluding this despatch, I added, ' The Italian legation 
maintains an attitude of complete reserve towards me. 
Perhaps I ought not to regret it. M. de Bismarck's con- 
fidences, which, however, it is impossible for me to decline, 
already place me in a sufficiently dehcate position.' 

Finally, on the 27th of March, by which date the pleni- 
potentiaries had already held several conferences, I wrote to 
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M. Drouyn de Luhys : ^ M. de Bismarck has conversed 
with me about his negotiations with General Ck>Yone and 
the Italian envoy .... and I feel all the more able to 
give you an account of them as M. de Barral^ the Italian 
envoy, has at last decided not to entirely hide from me the 
proceedings and the intentions of his government/ 

Either M. Klaczko must admit that my official corres- 
pondence was sincere, or he must suppose that it was 
concocted with the object of concealing my real conduct, 
and the share I was secretly taking in the negotiations. 
In the first case it is difficult to see on what grounds he 
affirms that I * had arduously and passionately laboured to 
bring about the understanding between Italy and Prussia.' 
In the second the circumstances assume a different aspect, 
and I will wait till M. Klaczko has explained himself before 
I make any further observations. 

For the present I will content myself with producing the 
only evidence that nobody can possibly suspect — that of the 
Italian plenipotentiary. Since General Govone's death, and 
subsequent to the publication of ' Ma Mission en Prusse/ his 
correspondence has been given to the public by General La 
Marmora, who has omitted nothing. In this correspon- 
dence, where everything is minutely detailed, my name is 
twice mentioned ; the first time in a telegram of the 28th 
of March, twelve days after the Italian plenipotentiary's 
arrival at Berlin ; and this is what he says about me : ' I 
ought to tell you that the president (M. de Bismarck) keeps 
M. Benedetti informed of everything.' 

In the letter in which my name appears for a second and 
last time, a letter dated the 6th of April, two days before 
the actual signature of the treaty (the dates are most im- 
portant, and it is necessary to remember them). General 
Govono gives an account of a visit he paid me, and of what 
I said to him with reference to the negotiations. I quote 
word for word : — ' Yesterday, after my visit to M. de Bis- 
marck, I had an interview with M. Benedetti ; he thought 
that it would be better for us to sign no treaty, but to have 
a project proposed, agreed to, and ready to be signed as soon 
as Prussia had completed her mobilisation.' 
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Dd these two extracts, sir, authorise the belief that I was 
the confidant and the adviser of the Italian envoy ? Do they 
not, on the contrary, entirely confirm the sincerity of my 
correspondence ? Where has M. Klaczko seen or found that 
I laboured to bring about the understanding between 
Prussia and Italy ? Should he not have told us this before 
he made such a serious accusation ? Can he pretend that it 
is a matter of reproach to me that I endeavoured to learn 
what was going on, and kept my government informed 
of it? 

As to M. Klaczko^s assertion, twice repeated, that I was 
continually, before the war, dissuading M. Drouyn de Lhuys 
from demanding at Berlin conditional compensations and 
preventative engagements, for fear of arresting Prussia in its 
coming struggle with Austria, I will answer it by the 
following extract from a letter which M. Drouyn de Lhuys 
himself wrote to me on the 31st of March, while negotia- 
tions were still pending between Berlin and Florence. 

^I have read with a great deal of pleasure,' he wrote, 
' the private letters you have sent me in the course of the 
month. I beg to thank you for them. I did not answer 
them immediately because I had nothing to add to or alter 
in the instructions I have at different times given you. 
. Our opinions remain the sanie. We fully recognise the 
gravity of the present crisis, but we cannot see that its 
latest phase contains anything to persuade us to abandon 
our neutral attitude. We have frankly explained this to 
the Prussian court. When our intentions were asked by the 
Cabinet of Vienna we declared our firm intention of re- 
maining neutral, though it was remarked to us that our 
neutrality would be more favourable for Prussia than for 
Austria. We shall await, therefore, the coming war, if one 
is to break out, in our present attitude. The king himself 
has been good enough to acknowledge the justice of your 
view, that present circumstances afford no foundation for 
the understanding his majesty desires. The prOgi-esa 
of events, the nature and bearing of the interests that may 
be at stake, the dimensions which the war may assume, as 
well as the questions to which it may give rise, will then. 
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fnmisli a basis for an agreement to be possibly entered 
into between Prussia and oorselTes.' 

In this same letter, which is giren at full length on 
the 77th page of ' Ma Mission en Ptnsse/ M. Droayn de 
Lhnys pointed ont the reasons which compelled os to 
maintain a reserved attitnde with respect to the efforts 
made hy Prussia and Italj to agree upon conoerted 
action ; and he added in conclusion, ' I have now 
thoroughly laid before you our manner of viewing the 
question. I quite approve of your attitude and your lan- 
guage, and I shall be obliged to you if you will oontinne 
to keep me equally well informed of the minutest details of 
this crisis.' 

Are these the expressions M. Drouyn de Lhays wonld 
have used in acknowledging the receipt of my despatches if 
their object had been to prevent him from TnAVing any con- 
ditions for the future with Prussia ; if between the minister 
and hLs ambassador there had existed differences, the entire 
responsibility of which M. Klaczko wishes to cast on me? 
I will not insist any further, but will leave to the penetration 
of y<jur readers the task of discovering the truth. I may 
add, hr.wever, that if M. Klaczko made himself acquainted 
with the above letter before writing his article, and I have 
a right to assume that he did so, it become? impossible to 
account for the errors into which he has fallen. 

I regret to be obliged to say, moreover, that I should 
have to refer to every chapter of his work if I wished to 
point nnt all its shortcomings ; but I will not take undue 
advantage of my right of reply, and I will go no further. 
One other ?nistake, however, on account of its particular 
importance, you must allow me to correct. 

In answer to a telegram from M. Drouyn de Lhuys, I 
wrote to him on June 8th, 18G0, that not a single Prussian, 
from the king down to his humblest subject, with the ex- 
ception of M. de Hi^^marck, would consent to cede usanacre 
of German territory on the Rhine. After quoting from this 
despatch, M. Klaczko adds : — ' And it is this same diplo- 
matist, who showed such a complete appreciation of the 
situation before the campaign in Bohemia, it is this 
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ambactsador who afterwards took upon himself to present to 
M. de Bismarck the demands of the cabinet of the Tuileries ; 
going actnallj so far as to submit to him, on the 5th of 
August, an outline of a secret treaty abandoning to France 
the whole of the left bank of the Rhine, without even ex- 
cepting the great stronghold of Mayence ! ' 

M. Klaczko is mistaken. This proposal was not made 
by me; and his assertion, which is corroborated by no 
proofs, surprises me the more as he might have seen in ^ Ma 
Mission en Prusse,' that the real circumstances were very 
different ; that, on the contrary, I had pointed out the new 
and serious difficulties to which this proposal would give 
rise ; and that I had asked permission to return to Paris to 
discuss it before making it to M. de Bismarck, but that I 
had been instructed to the contrary. Whether I was right 
or wrong is another matter ; but it was all the more incum- 
bent on M. Klaczko to avoid treating this incident in the 
manner he has done, since, as he takes care to point out, 
its consequences have been serious and fatal. 

If this is the way M. Klaczko interprets the duties of 
an historian, I can only express my surprised regret. He 
has doubtless not remembered that party-spirit and personal 
Bympathies suggest statements which a loyal impartiality 
disavows. I regret this error in judgment in an author 
who has accustomed the readers of the Revue des Deiix 
Mondes to more carefully-prepared and more impartially- 
written essays. For myself, personally, you will allow, sir, 
that it was impossible for me to give assent by silence to 
such utterly unfounded assertions ; and that M. Klaczko has 
driven me to make this protest, in spite of a sincere desire 
to avoid all controversy, and of a determination, which it is 
painful to me to forego, to keep aloof from all discussion. 
This letter has no other object, and in asking yoa to insert 
it in the next number of the Bevue, I beg you to accept 
the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

BlNlDBm.'' 
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" We thought it right to forward M. Benedetti's 
letter to M. Klaczko, who returned it with the 
following remarks : — 

M. Beuedetti confounds the two very different negoti- 
ations mentioned in our contributions to the Bevue des 
Deux Mondesy as well as the two equally distinct conclusions 
we drew from them. It was only in the matter that 
occurred in August, 1866, concerning the treaty in reference 
to Belgium, that we found fault with M. Benedetti^s be- 
haviour to his minister. We did not condemn his attitude 
in March and April of the same year, with reference to the 
secret treaty between M. de Bismarck and General Govone; 
and we certainly did not reproach him with having, un^ 
known to his Government, suggested that treaty. We 
merely attested that his despatches of that date were 
calculated to prevent the French Government from attempt- 
ing any preliminary understanding with Prussia, providing 
against possible results of the war. 

M. Benedetti, in fact, continually represented the Berlin 
cabinet as deaf to any proposal of the kind. On the 
8th of June, 1866, just before the war, he wrote : ' The 
apprehensions with which France fiUs Germany are still as 
great as ever, and would be aroused in a violent and 
unanimous manner at the slightest indication on our part 
of a wish to extend our possessions towards the east. By 
no Prussian, from the king to the humblest of his subjects, 
would the bare supposition of any sacrifice on the Rhine be 
endured at this moment. The Crown Prince, though con- 
vinced of the political dangers by which he is surrounded, 
declared not long ago, with greiit energy, to one of my 
colleagues, that he would prefer war to the cession even of 
the small county of Glatz.' (' Ma Mission en Prusse,' 
pp. 171,172.) 

In his other reports and throughout his book, M. Bene- 
detti is always laying stress on the fact that he 'never 
encouraged any hope ' in this direction, and that he ' had 
plainly pointed out that in no case would Prussia willingly 
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make us any territorial concession on our Eastern frontier. 
('Ma Mission en Prusse/ p. 176.) 

These, however, were not the opinions of the Italian 
diplomatists at Berlin. M. de Barral, in a telegram sent on 
May 6th to General La Marmora, expressed himself thus : 
' Considerable stir has been caused here by the busy negoti- 
ations which are said to be going on between Austria and 
France, with the purpose of assuring the neutrality of Italy. 
Austria is reported to have gone so far as to offer France 
the frontier of the Ehine. When I remarked to M. de 
Bismarck on the danger of such an offer by a German 
power, he shrugged his shoulders, clearly giving me to 
understand that if he was compelled to face it he would not 
shrink from such a solution himself.^ 

And General Govone, in a detailed report of the 7th of 
May, alludes to the same story in a still more explicit 
manner. ^ M. de Bismarck is anxious to know the inten- 
tions and desires of tho Emperor (Napoleon III.) ; he has 
mentioned his anxiety to M. de Barral, and has asked him 
to endeavour to ascertain them through M. de Nigra. M. 
de Bismarck has, in fact, given ground for the belief that 
he feels disposed to cede Napoleon III. the line of the Rhine, 
his agents having informed him that the Emperor has been 
carrying on negotiations with Austria, and that Austria had 
shown herself willing to give up Venetia, and had even 
suggested that France might take the left bank of the 
Rhine. On M. de Barral, to whom the Prussian minister 
was speaking of these Austrian suggestions, exclaiming, 
" But Austria would never compromise herself with Ger- 
many by ceding territories which belong to the Confedera- 
tion,^^ M. de Bismarck shrugged his shoulders, as much as 
to say, ^' I would cede them too/^ ' 

Moreover, in his report of the 3rd of June, five days 
previous to the date of M. Benedetti's despatch about ' the 
king and the humblest of his subjects,' General Govone 
quotes the following reply of the Prussian Minister to his 
question whether ' some geographical boundary,' might not 
be found to indemnify France. ' There is the Moselle,' said 
M. de Bismarck. ' I am,' he added, ' much less of a German 
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tlian a Pmssian^ and I should feel no difficulty in agreeing 
to cede to France the whole territory between the Rhine 
and the Moselle — ^the Palatinate, Oldenburg, a small part of 
Prussia, &c. But the King would be much more scrupulous, 
and would never be able to arrive at such a decision unless 
at some supreme crisis, when it came to be a question of 
losing or gaining everything. Before, however, the King 
can be brought to agree to any kind of arrangement with 
France, it is necessary to be acquainted with the minimum 
{U limite minimo) pretensions of that Power/ * 

It will be seen, therefore^ that the Italian negotiators 
took a very different view to that of M. Benedetti on this 
important point. In the confidential, and evidently trust- 
worthy communications they made to their own (Jovem- 
ment, they treated a preliminary terrritorial arrangement 
between France and Prussia as an arrangement difficult to 
settle, no doubt, but still as a very possible one. 

We refrained from discussing in the pages of the Revue 
whether Greneral Govone or M. Benedetti had shown the 
truest appreciation of the situation ; we did not even allude 
to their difference of opinion ; we contented ourselves with 
asking M. Benedetti, how he could possibly have expected 
to find Prussia, after Sadowa and Nikolsburg, ready to 
agree to terms, which she had declined to accept before her 
stupendous victories, and in the midst of an extremely 
hazardous crisis; how he came to undertake,t on the 
5th of August, to demand for France the whole of the left 
bank of the Rhine, including the important stronghold of 
Mayencc, when, on the 8th of June, he was convinced that 
it would be impossible to obtain from Prussia such a pitiful 
handful of territory even as the small county of Glatz ? 

• La Marmora, ** Un po piu di Inoe," pp. 211, 221, 275. 

t Our words were : " How came be to take upon himaelf {pri» tiir lu%) 
to present to M. de Bismarck the demand4 of the Cabinet of the Tuileriei *" 
And M. Benedetti seed in these words, to take vpon himjtelf^ an insinnatioo 
that he initiated the proposal. Yet we explicitly said the demands of the 
cabiywt of the Tuilcri'^s, and we added M. Benedetti's own expressions: 
''I provoked nothing, neither did I f^narantee snccess; I onlj allowed 
myself to hope for it." None of onr readers oonld have mismtderatood ths 
meaning of onr words, or seen in them the insinqation M. BenedstU gr». 
toitooaly attributes to them. 
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We have given the only possible explanation of this 
contradiction, the only one, it seems to us, that can possibly 
suggest itself to anyone who has studied these events. 

Before the campaign in Bohemia, we said, M. Benedetti 
did not think himself in a position to obtain territorial 
concessions from Prussia ; and had the more strenuously 
insisted upon the difficulties that would attend such a de- 
mand, that he feared to see Prussia draw back, and its 
commbio with Italy come to nothing, if too much stress 
were prematurely laid upon the necessity of compensation. 
He preferred to rely for the advantages that ought to 
accrue to his country, upon the upshot of military opera- 
tions, 'upon the straits to which war might reduce the 
Prussian Government' ('Ma Mission,' page 172). He ex- 
pected the thunderbolt of Sadowa as little as any human 
being. 

After Sadowa the success of the HohenzoUerns alarmed 
him. Patriotic anxiety for his country took the place in 
his heart of his whilom generous sympathy for Italy ; and, 
as he himself said, ' the important acquisitions of Prussia 
convinced him that a fresh territorial arrangement was 
henceforth necessary for Prance's security' ('Ma Mission,' 
p. 167). This fresh arrangement he had first hoped to 
find on the Rhine, ' if only the language of his government 
were firm, and its attitude a determined one' (p. 178). 
Afterwards he sought it on the Mouse and the Escaut, and 
allowed himself to be dragged into the secret negotiations 
about Belgium, which were destined to prove so &tal to 
France. 

Our having attributed to M. Benedetti a patriotic anxiety 
on the morrow of Sadowa can scarcely have irritated him. 
Is he then displeased because we credited him with Italian 
sympathies f But a marked partiality for M. de Cavour's 
cause and country was always a principal and conspicuous 
feature in the political existence of the former French 
ambassador at Berlin. By one and all M. Benedetti has 
ever been considered one of the most distinguished members 
of a party which wielded a very great influence in the 
councils of the Second Empire ; the party which considered 
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Italian imitT as the most glorious and nsefal work of the 
reign, and which looked upon the connubw between Italy 
and Prossia as an immense piece of good fortune for the 
Imperial policy — a brilliant victory achieved over the 
traditions of the past in favour of the 'new right' and 
the ' idees Xapoleoniennes.' 

M. Benedetti's diplomatic career in this respect^ indeed, 
is marked by a concentrated singleness of purpose that 
ought to ensure him the eternal gratitude of all Italian 
patriots. In 1860 he negotiated, and brought to a success- 
ful conclusion, the treaty of Savoy and Nice ; in exchange 
for which the Imperial Crovemment allowed the agreement 
of Zurich to be torn up, and formally recognised the annex- 
ations of Tuscany and Emilia. In 1 861 he was appointed 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Prance at Turin, to console 
Italy, as it were, for Cavour's untimely death, and to re- 
establish beyond the Alps the friendly relations temporarily 
jeopardised by the invasion of the kingdom of Naples. 

In the following summer (August, 1862), fresh troubles 
arose between Prance and Italy ; brought about by Aspro- 
monte, and by General Durando's circular of the 10th of 
September, demanding the evacuation of Rome. M. 
Thouvenel found himself obliged to retire from the hotel 
on the Quai d'Orsay, in favour of M. Drouyn de Lhuys; 
and M. Benedetti — ^as did also his colleague at Rome, M. de 
Lavalette — hastened to tender his resignation, in order to 
mark his strong disapproval of a new policy less favour- 
able to Italy^s aspirations. 

He did not return to his career till two years later, till 
the 7th of October, 1864; after the convention of the 
15th of September had satisfied the wishes of the Turin 
cabinet with regard to Rome ; after, too, M. de Bismarck 
had paid a visit to Paris, and had there laid the foundations 
of the combination against Austria. The rank of the 
French mission at Berlin was then raised to that of an 
embassy, and M. Benedetti was sent to fiU it. His old 
Roman colleague, M. de Lavalette, was simultaneously 
summoned to the councils of the Empire; and about the 
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same time General La Marmora, well known for liis Prosso- 
mania> assumed the lead in the Turin cabinet. 

The year 1865 had scarcely dawned before M. de 
Bismarck inaugurated his first campaign against Austria on 
the question of the Duchies, and made his first overtures 
at Florence to compass an understanding with Italy. The 
conybuhio was not definitively settled till April, 1866, under 
the eyes of M. Benedetti. 

As far as we are aware, no one — ourselves certainly have 
not — ^has reproached M. Benedetti with having, unknown to 
his Government, favoured this connubio; though he will 
scarcely deny that he gave it his best sympathies. We 
allow that General Govone had no gushing confidences for 
him at Berlin ; it was M. Benedetti, on the contrary, who 
confided important secrets to the Italian diplomatist ; among 
others, that ' M. de Bismarck was a kind of madman whom 
he (Benedetti) had known and observed for nearly fifteen 
years.'* M. Benedetti also advised the General ^ to sign no 
treaty, but to have a plan discussed, agreed upon, and 
ready to sign as soon as Prussia had completed her mobi- 
lisation.' Will M. Benedetti seek to persuade us that in 
giving this advice he was striving to prevent the connubio ? 
Scarcely. In offering it M. Benedetti was simply recom- 
mending General Govone to act prudently. He was giving 
him a piece of good advice ; and people are not in the habit 
of giving good advice about schemes they wish to see break 
down. 

Besides, there was no necessity to waste time in persuad- 
ing the Italians of the advantages of the connubio. They 
wei*e already more than anxious for it. The real importance 
lay in winning over the Court of Berlin, in dispelling its 
scruples, in reassuring it, especially, as to the intentions of 
France. ^ I think it right to inform you,' telegraphed on 
the 28th of March, the Italian envoy to General La Marmora, 
' that the president (M. de Bismarck) keeps M. Benedetti 

* Del oonte Bismarck dice (M. de Benedetti) che h an diplomatioo, per 
oosi dire marUaeo ; ohe da qnindioi anni ohe lo conosce e lo 80gu§.* — Qeneral 
GoYone's Beport of the 6th April, 1866. ' La Marmora,' p. 189. 

2 A 
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Jijjirjiei tf -s^KvlImig that is going on/ * M. de Bismarck 
-wrmui ^tserxtj hare kept M. Benedetti so well posted in the 
jo^Tj^ if ks had thooght him averse or even indifferent to 
"b^ 'jrjkOMO, oadentanding. 

Tzfin an now, in France as abroad^ in the opinion of 
yi'jiift writerB as in that of his own chiefs (we shall 
proxe this presently), the former French ambassador at 
the Court of Berlin was always considered as the one 
servant of the Imperial Government who most ardently 
desired the success of the Prusso-Italian combination. 
'Ka Mission en Prusse' has not in the least shaken a 
conviction which wo need not hesitate to call a general one. 
We should never have thought of intruding into such an 
important question our obscure individuahty and onr humble 
writingfs; but as M. Benedetti has been good enough to 
call some of our former contributions to the 1te^^^ *u< ly^w 
Mondes, ' better-prc})arod and more impartially-wTTnen 
essays/ we feel less hesitation in quoting from them a p«^, 
written seven years ago, dealing with this parhedo episode of 
contemporary history. Speaking, in our 'Pr^jIiairiArvs -ie 
Sadowa,^ of the treaty negotiated between il. -it B.^n •:-. k 
and General Govone, in the spring of l?*?*?. w« -':*^:rv -i. 
'Only such an intellect as that of M. d:? Bi^^-ir-.-i ; i.i 
have come to terms with this me^sen^r :f ^-rl. •»*- T^i* 
backed up by his colleague, Coan: Rirr^'. v^ T? ^^ :■ -- 
the background flitted, from time : ' uti*?. M Ev-:-*: — . 
Here one involuntarily U^^ks roa::d f:r rz** :i M.ii.i: ii~- " * 
volumes; one is seized with a de<:TV :■: r^iaii a .]:-ir-r- f 
his "Legazioni." How it w.-.-;..: Lir^ 7."t*af-i *^^ j— i* 
riorentint^ to see his thrtv v.v-v:-^--:::-^. 3-ir:-:t*: r^--. --- i 
barbarian ! . . . . In 1V^< t:-;- -M."'i ^ : -- - j -. 
this treaty but the unique. r-xl:p' i- -"icr f »:: »^--=rv - " 
concluded between :i :r.ov.:ir:i r;." r-::^ -^: ^. , . -- 
rci^n of the natieu:^! wi::.^ T:.-^:^~ r. --^ r- 
MrBenedetti: only a d:r:;rj*:'>: : :■.!•: :-^ ^^ : 

have worked such a n/.r?,:!- ! 

And in the boc:n-:::i: : ■:■: ^^^^ ^---^ - -. ^ 
the events which in IS'>4 -^-^'--^ ^' ?^^^'-- - ^ ^ 

• ■ La JCapntTw ' ^. '^ 
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who had fallen into disgrace in consequence of the Durando 
incident^ we said : ^ It was unpleasant, no doubt, to 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys to have to receive as a colleague 
M. de Lavalette, who made no secret of his desire to 
deprive him of his portfolio. It was perhaps still more 
disagreeable to find himself compelled to accept as his 
principal agent abroad such a declared adversary as M. 
Benedetti. Two years later, after Sadowa, the very day 
he resigned office, the same minister had to sign a decree 
raising M. Benedetti to the dignity of Grand Cross. Yet, 
perhaps, in the secret thoughts of M. Drouyn de Lhuys, 
the second signature somewhat avenged the first. It might 
almost be said to be a keen stroke of humour, a Parthian 
shot, thus to highly distinguish a diplomatist for having 
too well served a policy all responsibility in which for 
one's-self one firmly repudiated.' * 

Did the former chiefs of the ex-ambassador of Prance 
entertain a different opinion ? M. Benedetti himself fur- 
nishes us with some important evidence on this point, 
evidence we must not forget to mention. In ' Ma Mission ' 
(p. 148), he tells us that in January, 1870, Count Daru, 
then Minister of Foreign Affairs, had alluded in a letter 
to the events of 1866 in a manner that keenly affected him. 
*The territorial condition of Prussia,' M. Tkam wrote, ^is 
the outcome of a series of events which you, jjerhaps, were 
unable to prevent.' It seems, therefore, that four long 
yfears after Sadowa the French Foreign Office still attri- 
buted to M. Benedetti a large share in these &tal events. 

The ambassador took an opportunity, in a private letter, 
dated January 27, 1870, of explaining to his chief 'the part 
he had played in these matters.' He says : ' I am well aware 
of everything said on the subject ; but a feeling, which I have 
no doubt you will appreciate, has prevented me from ever 
publicly repudiating the responsibility thrown upon me, as 
also from correcting the erroneous statements that have been 
too easily accepted by a badly-informed public' He then 
goes on to show that the information he sent to his Govern- 
ment was ' minute, correct, and far-seeing,' and he refers 

« See the Revue dea Detuo Mondes for Sept. 15th and Oct. 1st, 1868. 
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Coant Dam to the despatclies written by him which were to 
be found in the archives of the Foreign Office. ' I onght to 
add/ he sajs, farther, ' that never^ in any of the diploTtiatie 
posts which I have held, have I interchanged any political 
correspondence except that which yon will find in my de- 
partment^ or in the hands of yoor predecessors ; and that at 
no period of my career have I ever accepted any other orders 
than those they directly gave me/ 

But this was not sufficient for M. Benedetti, and in the 
pages of 'Ma Mission^' he thus triumphantly comments 
upon his letter : ' The assertion I made in my despatch (to 
Count Dam), that I had never had the honour on any occasion 
(the italics are M. Benedetti^s) of holding a omfidential 
correspondence directly with the Emperor is a perfectly 
honest and accurate one. His Majesty deigned to repose 
confidence in me, and to sometimes make me aware of his 
satisfaction ; but he always sent me his orders through his 
foreign minister, with whom alone I corresponded. Nobody 
will suppose, I think, that I would have declared this in the 
positive terms I used in my letter to Count Dam, my imme- 
diate superior, if I had not been perfectly free to do so.' 

Unfortunately, a few pages further on (p. 194) M. Bene- 
detti is obliged to acknowledge that in the course of his 
negotiations about the secret Belgian treaty, he had ex- 
changed some despatches which never saw the Quai 
d'Orsay,* and which the Foreign Minister was quite un- 
aware of. * I thought it right,' we read, * to forward to 
M. Rouher the despatch in which I gave an account of my 
interview with M. de Bismarck, and which accompanied the 
outline of the proposed treaty concerning Belgium. As M. 
Rouher never presided over the Foreign Office, he never 
placed in its archives the despatches which, for several days, 
passed between us.' It is true that in palliation of this 
serious irregularity, M. Benedetti pretends that M. Drouyn 
du Luhys had offered to resign the seals of the Foreign 
Office about the middle of August, so that ' there was 
actually no Foreign Minister at that moment ; ' but we have 

* Seat of the French Foreign Office. 
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shown him that M. Drouyn de Lhuys kept his post till the 
Ist of September, 1866. Up till, that date M. Drouyn de 
Lhuys had oontinuously directed his department^ and had 
indulged the hope of remaining there, and preventing the 
complete abandonment of the traditional French foreign 
policy. 

Indeed, M. Benedetti himself in his book, quotes 
several despatches exchanged with M. Drouyn de Lhuys on 
important matters as late as the 21st and the 25th of 
August (pp. 204, 223) ; the negotiations about the treaty 
relating to Belgium were alone deemed a subject unfit to be 
unfolded to his immediate chief, and suited only for the 
information of M. Bouher. These negotiations were not only 
begun but ended (they were broken off by M. de Bismarck 
on the 29th of August) during M. Drouyn de Lhuys* term 
of office^ and entirely vnthout his knowledge. 

Thus, then, there was one occasion when M. Benedetti 
failed to correspond exclusively with the Minister of Foreign 
Affiurs ; there was one period in his career when he accepted 
orders that did not reach him from the Quai d^Orsay. 
Count Daru, therefore, can scarcely be reproached for 
supposing that what had happened in August, 1866, might 
very well have also happened in March and April of the 
same year. 

M. Benedetti passes over in complete silence the incident 
of the treaty relating to Belgium. Yet this is the culmin- 
ating point, the only really serious one of the argument; 
and the only matter in which we permitted ourselves to 
reproach him for having acted without the knowledge, not of 
his Government, but of his Minister. Does M. Benedetti, 
by chance, deem this topic an anecdotic incident, unworthy 
of the dignity of history ? He did, in fact, in a letter 
published in the Moniteur of the 29th July, 1870, attempt 
to give this most unfortunate circumstance quite a light and 
anecdotic turn ; to assign to this most compromising docu- 
ment a kind of spontaneous generation; he had merely 
wanted to get a clear perception of M. de Bismarck's ideas, 
'had consented to set them down, as it were, from his 
dictation.' 
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The ex-ambassador was not long able to persist in this 
trifling. In his book he found hiTpaAlf compelled to ac- 
knowledge that he had been engaged in a serious negotia- 
tion j and M. de Bismarck has since given himself the 
malicious pleasure of throwing a little light upon the 
different phases of this negotiation by publishing^ in the 
Prussian Moniteur, divers extracts from the records of 
Cer9ay, by way of answer to M. Benedetti^s book. 

^ During my long career/ says the ex-ambassador to 
Berlin, in his preface to ' Ma Mission/ ^ I have been en- 
trusted on only three occasions with the task of opening 
s. negotiation that had a fixed object^ and that, while aUow- 
ing me a certain share of independent initiative, left me 
also a proportional share of responsibility.^ He enumerates 
these three negotiations, and proves that he satis&ctorily 
completed them all ; but he is careful not to include his 
negotiation with respect to Belgium, in which, however, 
he was assuredly allowed a certain share of independent 
initiative, and in which we are content to leave him, also, 
his proportional share of responsibility. 

Nor will we attempt to rival his controversial tone ; like 
his diplomacy, it is std generis. We will only say, with 
M. de Bismarck, 'jjf. Benedetti est tropfin jxnir nous' '' 
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Etchings by the Author. Demy 8to. 

ADAMS (FRANCIS)— THE FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM OF THE 
UNITED STATES. Demy 8vo, 9«. 

AMAZON AND MADEIRA RRTJRS (THE). Sketches and Descrip- 
tion tram the Note-book of an Explorer, by Feahz KKT.T.na. WUh 68 iUtutrationt on. 
wood. Super royal 4to, cloth, 21«. 

A New and Cheaper Edition, royal 8vo, 9». 

AUSTRALIAN MEAT-RECIPES FOR COOKING AUSTRALIAN 

ICE AT, with Directions for Preparing Sauces suitable for the same. By a Cook. 
12mo, sewed, 9d, 

ASTRONOMY — A POPULAR HISTORY OF, by J. Rambosson. 
Laureate of the Institute of France, the French Academy, and the Aoademv of 
Sciences. Tiimslated by G. B. Pitmav, vrith ten Chromo-Lithographs, three 
Celestial Charts, and sixty-three Woodcuts. Demy 8vo, 16«. 

HARTLEY (G. C. T.)— The Parish Net : How it's Dragged and What it 
Catches. Author of " The Village Pauper," Ac. Crown 8to, cloth, 7». 9d, 

The Seven Ages of a Village Pauper. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6f. 



10 BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 

BAVARL\X mGHLANDS (THE) AKD THE SALZKAMMERGUT. 
Profottlj illiutratad by 6. CuMa, W. Dm, A. tom Raxbbbo, K. Ravt, J. G. 
SxnTAjr, F. Your, J. Watom., and others. WUh an Aoooant of the Habits azxi 
Hanoers of the Hanlefs, Poachers, and Peasantry of these Districts, by Hbbmav 
8cBx» and Kabl Stolmm. Super royal 4to, doth, 2Sf . 

BLAKE (EDITH OSBORNE)— TWELVE MONTHS IN SOUTHERN 
KCEOPE. With Dlostrations. Demy 8vo, 14c. 

BENSON^ (W.) PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE OP COLOUR. 
SmaU 4to^ doch. ISc 

MANUAL OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. 

O riitmw i Fremtispieee end lUuMr(Uiom$. 12mo, doth, 2c. 6cE. 

BOULTON (M. p. W.)-HOMER'S lUAD. TimnaUtioa of Book L ; 
•lao PASSAGES FROK VIRGIL. Demj Sro, 6c 

BLYTH (COLONEJ-)— THE WHIST-PLAYER. With Coloured Flatm 
of "Hands." Third Bditaon. Loop. Iflkno^ doth, 6f. 

BRADLEY (THOMAS), of the Royal MilHuy Academy, Woolwich— 
KLK3CKNT8 OF GBOXETRICAL DRAWING. In Two Pazta, with Sixty Plates. 
OUoDg fbao, halMxmnd, eadi Pazt» 16c 

Sdection (from the above) of Twenty Plates, for the uae of the 

Bojal MBitaiy Aeademy, Woohridi. Obknic fobo, half bound. 16s. 

BUCKLAND. (FRANK)— LOG-BOOK OF A FISHERMAN AND 
ZOOLOGIST. Second Edition. With nameroas IDnstnirloni. Large crown 
StcUc 

BUCKMASTER (J. a>-THE ELEMENTS OF MECHANICAL PHY- 
SICS. Wish noBMroos HhistratMDS. Fcap. 8to, doth. IReprinting. 

BrRCHETT (R)— LINEAR PERSPECTIVE, for the Use of Schoolf ox 
Art. Tvren^-first Thoosand. With lUostrations. Post 8vo, doth, 7c 

PRACTICAL GEOMETRY : The Course of Constnictioii of Plane 

Geomctricsl Pifforac With 137 Diagxams. Sixteenth Edition. Post 8vo, doth,5«. 

DEFINITIONS OF GEOMETRY. New Edition. 24n:o, doth, W. 

CARLYLE <DR) — DAN'TE'S DmNE COMEDY. — litend Prose 
Translation o{ Turn Lmsao, with Text and Notes. Second Edition. Poet 8to, lU. 

CLINTON (R, R), A COMPENDIUM OF ENGLISH HISTORY, from 
the EAriiejti Times to ^.n. 1872. With Copioos Quotations on the T.<>>/Hng Erent^ 
and the Constitational History, together with Appendices. Post Sro, 7c 6d. 

COX (DAVID). MEMOIR OF, witii Selections from his Corrospondencf. 

and some Accoont of his Works. By W. Xbal Solxt. ninstrated with namerov!> 
Photographs from Drawin;^ by the Artist's own hand. Royal Sro, doch, 96c 

CRAIK (GEORGE LILLIE>~ENGUSH OF SHAKESPEARR IUbs 
trsted ID a Phiioiogicai Commentary on hia Julias Cksst. Fourth iMit^ow. To? 
8vo, cloth, 5«. 

OUTUXES OF THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LAN 



GUAGE. R^th Edition. Post 8vo, doth, 2«. 6<f. 
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THOMAS CARLTLE'S WORKS. 

LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE. 

Handionuly printed in 34 volt., demy Svo, cloth, 

SASTOB RESABTUS. The Life and Opinions of Heir TeufeUdrockh. With a 
Portrait, 7«. (W. 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION : A Hialory. 3 vols., each 9«. 

LIFE OF FREDERICK SCHILLER AND EXAMINATION OF HIS WORKS. 
With Supplement of 1872, Portrait and Plates, 9s. The Supplement mparaUly, 2$. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. 6 vols., each 9». 

ON HEROES, HERO WORSHIP, AND THE HEROIC IN HISTORT. 7». 6d. 

PAST AND PRESENT. With a Portrait, 9«. 

OLIVER CROMWELUS LETTERS AND SPEECHES. With Portraits. 5 roU. 

each9«. 
LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS. 9*. 
LIFE OF JOHN STERLING. With Portrait, 9«. 
HISTORY OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 10 vols., each 9*. 
TRANSLATIONS FROM THE GERMAN. 3 vols., each 9«. 
GENERAL INDEX TO THE LIBRARY EDITION. Svo, cloth, Gs. 

MR. CARLYLE'S NEW WORK. 
EARLY KINGS OF NORWAY ; also AN ESSAY ON THE POR- 
TRAITS OF JOHN KNOX. Grown 8vo, with Portrait lUuscrations, 7<. 6d. 

CHEAP AND UNIFORM EDITION. 

Jn 23 Vol$., 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION: A His- 
tovy. 2 vols., 12«. 

OLIVER CROMWELL'S LETTERS AND 
SPEECHES, with Elucidations, &c. 3 

TOlS., 18«. 

LIVES OF SCHILLER AND JOHN 
STERLING. lvol.,6«. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 
ESSAYS. 4 vols., K. 4f. 

BABTOR RESARTUS AND LECTURES 
ON HEROES. lvol.,6«. 

LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS, 1 vol., 6*. 



Svo, cloth, 

CHARTISM AND PAST AND PRESENT. 
1 vol., ei. 

TRANSLATIONS FROM THE GERMAN 
OF MUS^US, TIECK, A RICHTBEL 
1 vol.. e«. 

WILHELM MEI8TER, by Gothe, a Trans- 
lation. 2 vols., 12«. 

HISTORY OPPRIBDRICH THE SECOND, 
called Frederick the Great. Vols. I. A 
II., containing Parti.— '*Friedrich till 
hiB Accession.^* 14».— Vols. IIL 4 IV., 
containinflr Part II.— ''The First Two 
Silesian Wars." 14«.— Vols. V., VI., 
VU., completing the Work. If. 1«. 



PEOPLE'S EDITION. 

In 37 Voli., mall crown 8»o. Price 2s. each Vol , bound m cloth : orinHttof 
87 volt, in 18, cloth gilt, for £3 14*. 
SABTOR RESARTUS. 
FRENCH REVOLUTION. 3 Vols. 
LIPB OF JOHN STERLING. 
OLIVER CROMWELL'S LETTERS 

AND SPEECHES. 5 Vols. 
ON HEROES AND HERO WOR- 

SHIP. 
PAST AND PRESENT. 



CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 

ES.SAYa. 7 Vols. 
LATTER-DAY PAJIPHLETS. 
LIFE OF SCHILLER. 
FREDERICK THE GREAT. 10 Vols. 
WILHELM MEISTER. 3 Vols. 
TIUNSLATIONS FROM MUS^US, 

TIECK, & RICHTER. 2 VoU. 
GE^'ERAL LNDEX. 



IS BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 

CHARLES DICKENS'S WORKS. 

ORIGINAL EDITIONS. In Demy 8vo. 

THE MY3TEBT OF EDWIN DROOD. WOh niostntioiis by 8. L. 
FadM^nd a Portrait ensxsred by Baker. Cloth, 7«. 6cE. 

CUB MUTUAL FRIEND. With Forty niiutratioiis by Marcos Stone. 
aoih.ll.U. 

THE PICKWICK PAPERS. V^th Forty-three IIliiBtratioiiB by Seymonr 
nd'Ffaia.' Oolh. IL U. 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. With Forty IIlartratioiiB by 'Phir.' doth, 
II. u. 

SKETCHES BT 'BOZ.' With Forty Uliistntioiis by Geoi^e CmikBhaiik. 
Ooih. UU. 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWrr. With Forty IIluBtrations by 'Phiz.' Qoth, 

DOMBEY AND SON. With Forty niartratioDa by 'Phiz.' Qoth, R U. 

DAVID COPPERFIELD. Wiih Forty Ulnstratione by 'Phiz.' Goth, 
II. u. 

BLEAK HOUSE. With Forty Hlaztrations by 'Phiz.' Hoth, H. 1#. 

LITTLE DORRTT. With Forty Hlastrations by 'Phiz.' Cloth, II. Is. 

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. With SevcDty-five lUiistrationa by 
GcoriEe Citteniiole and H. K. Browne. A New Edition. Uniform with the other 



BARNABY RUD6E : a Tale ci the Riots of 'Eighty. With Seventy- 
eight TTTnatntfinnH by Q. Cattennole and H. K. Browne. Uniform with the other 
Tofauness tU. 

CHRISTMAS BOOKS : containing— The Christmas Carol ; The Cricket 
on the Hearth : Tlte Chimes; The Battle of life; The Haonted House. With all 
the original Dhxstrations. Cloth, 12*. 

OLIVER TWIST AND TALE OF TWO CITIES. In One Volume. 
Cloth, SU 

OLIVER TWIST. S^>arate]y. With Twenty-fonr Illastrations by 
George Cmikahank. 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES. Separately. With Sixteen Illastrations 
fagr'Phuu' Ckth,9«. 

*«* Tk€ ramamtUr of DidbmiU Wark§ vftre not originaUy prmitd in demy Scv. 
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CHABLES DICKENS'S WORKS— continiM(2. 

LIBRARY EDITION. In Post 8vo. 

With the Original IlluatratiorUy 30 voh.y elothy £12 £ $, d. 

Pickwick Papebs With 43 Ulustms., 

Nicholas Nickleby With 39 „ 

Martin Chuzzlewit With 40 „ 

Old Cub-iosity Shop and Reprinted Pieces With 36 „ 

Barnabt Rudob and Hard Times With 36 „ 

Bleak House With 40 „ 

LiTTLB DORRIT With 40 „ 

DOMBEY AND SoN With 38 „ 

Datid Copperfield With 38 „ 

Our Mutual Friend With 40 „ 

Sketches by Boz With 39 „ 

Oliyeb Twist With 24 „ 

Christmas Books With 17 „ 

A Tale op Two Cities \, With 16 „ 

Grbat Expectations With 8 ,, 

Pictures fbom Italy and American Notes With 8 „ 

Uncommercial Traveller With 8 „ 

Child's History op England With 8 „ 

Edwin Drood, and Miscellanies With 12 „ 

Christmas Stories, from ** Household 

Words," etc With 16 „ 1 yoL 8 



2 vols. 


16 





2 vols. 


16 





2 vols. 


16 





2to18. 


16 





2 vols. 


16 





2 vols. 


16 





2 vols. 


16 





2voU. 


16 


• 


2voU. 


16 





2 vols. 


16 





IvoL 


8 





1vol. 


8 





1vol. 


8 





IvoL 


8 





IvoL 


8 





1vol. 


8 





1vol. 


8 





1vol. 


8 





IvoL 


8 






THE "CHARLES DICKENS" EDITION. In Crown 8vo. 
In 21 voU. cloth, tcith Illuatrationa, £3 9«. ^, 

Pickwick Papers 

Martin Chuzzlewit 

DoMBEY AND SON . . . 

- Nicholas Nickleby 

David Copperfield 

Bleak House 

Little Dorrit 

Cub Mutual Friend 

Babnaby Rudoe 

Old Curiosity Shop 

A Child's History of England 

Edwin Brood and other Stories 

Christmas Stories from ** Household 

Words " 

Talb of Two Cities 

Sketches by Boz 

American Notes and Beprinted Pieces . . 

Christmas Books 

Oliver Twist 

Great Expectations 

Hard Times and Pictures from Italy .. 
Uncommercial Traveller 



With 8 niustrations . 
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With 8 









3 6 


With 8 









3 6 


With 8 









3 6 


With 8 
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With 8 
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14 BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 

OHARf.Ka DICKKNS'B WOB£:S-«wt«iui«2. 

DICKENS — THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. 1^ Johx 
FoBazxB. Yol.I^18U-«L With Porlnutstiid other Bliutrfttioas. 16th TbooMmd. 
8TO. doth, Ut. ToL IL, 18i3-62. 8^0, doth, 14i. Y oL IH.. 186S-7D, 8to, doih, 16«. 
12th ThooHuids 



THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY EDITION. 

To be completed in 30 Montldy Vclumu, Demy Sro, lOs. each. 

This edition will be printed on a finer paper and in a krger tjpe, than has been 
cmplojed in any prerious edition. The type has been cast especially for it, and the 
ptfe will be of a size to admit of the introduction of all the origiiud iUustnUions. 
TheBe will be printed finom the steels and blocks on which the original artists 
themselTes were engaged. 

. Ko Bach attzaetive issae has been made of the writings of Mr. Dickens, which, 
Tarious as have been the forms of publication adapted to the demands of an ever- 
widely increasing popuftuity, have never yet been worthily presented in a really 
handsome library form. 

The want has been extcfisivelv felt, and is so often brought under the notice of 
Messrs. Chapman and Hall that the present enterprise is undertaken to satisfy it. 

The collection will comprise all the minor writings it was Mr. Dickens*s wish to 
proerve. and the series of tales will be issued in the order in which they were 
written. 

SKETCHES BT BOZ. With 40 lUiistratioDS by Gioaax CsuxxsHAarK. 

PICKWICK. 2 vols. With 42 Illastimtions by " Pma." 

OLIVER TWIST. With 24 Illastrations by CsuixstfAVK. 

NICHOLAS KICKLEBY. 2 vols. With 40 lUastnttions hj *' Phiz." 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP and REPRINTED PIECES. 2 vols. With Ulustn- 

tions by Carxucols, Jto. 
BARXABY RUDGE and HARD TIMES. 2 vols. WithDlostratio&sby Catxu- 

MOLX, kc. 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. 2 vols. With 40 Hlnstrations by *• Phis." 
AMERICAN NOTES and PICTURES FROM ITALY. 1 vol. With 8 Ulastn- 

tions. 
DOMBEY AND SON. 2 vols. With 40 Dlastxations by " Pmix." 
COPPERFIELD. 2 vols. With 40 Dlnstxations by *' Phiz.*' 
BLEAK HOUSE. 2 vols. With 40 DlostraUons by '* Phiz.'* 
LITTLE DORRIT. 2 vols. With 40 lUustrations by ** Phiz." 
A TALE OP TWO CITIES. With 16 Dlnstratioiis by " Pmz." 
THE UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVELLER. With 8 lUastnttions by MxRcra Stoin. 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS. With 8 Dlnstrations by M^lzcvs Stohh. 
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND. VoL I. With 20 lUastradons by Mabcvs Stovz. 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS. With 17 Hlostratioos by Sir Enwur Lahdszii, R.A.. 

Maclisp, R.A.. Ic, Ic. 
HISTORY OF ENGLAND. With 8 lUuttralions by Mabcts Stohz. 
EDWIN DROOD AND OTHER STORIES. With mastrations. [/a Fibrmwy. 
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CHABLES DICKENS'S WOBKB-continued, 

HOUSEHOLD EDITION, m Grown 4to. Vols. 
Now Publishing. 

m WEEKLY PENNY NUMBERS AND SIXPENNY MONTHLY PABTS. 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS. WUh lUustrationf by P. A. Feaseb. 
Eacli Penny Number containing Two New lUnfitrations. 
Volunui completed. 
OLIVER TWIST, with ts niastrationB, cloth, is. Od. ; paper. Is. M. 
MARTIN OHTJZZLEWIT, with 59 Illastrations, cloth, 4g. ; x>aper, St. 
DAVID COPPERFIELD, with 60 niufitrations and a Portrait, cloth 4i. ; paper, S<. 
BLEAK HOUSE, with 61 Illastrations, cloth, 4«.; paper, 3s. 
LITTLE DORRIT, with 68 Illastrations, cloth, 4s. ; paper, Bs. 
PICKWICK PAPERS, with 66 IllustrationB, cloth, 4s. ; paper, 3s. 
BARNABY RUDGE, with 46 Illastrations, cloth, 4». ; paper, 3*. 
A TALE OP TWO CITIES, with 26 Illastrations, cloth, 2s. 6d. j paper, 1«. Gd, 
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND, with 68 lUustrations, cloth, 4*. ; paper, 3s. 
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. With 59 Illustrations by F. Bahkaxd, sewed, 3». ; cloth, U. 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS. With 26 Illustrations by F. A. F^asib, sewed. Is. 9(1. 
cloth, 2a. 6d. [/n February. 

Messrs. Chapman & Hall tnist that by this Edition they will be enabled to 
place the Works of the most popular British Author of the present day in the hands 
of all English readers. 

MR. DICKENS'S READINGS. 

Fcap. 8vOt stvftd. 
s. d. I s. d. 

Chuistm AS Carol in Prose . . 1 Story of Little Doxbet .... 1 
Cricket on the Hearth .... 1 Poou Traveller, Boots at the 
Chimes : A GobHn Story 1 0| Holly-TreeInn,& Mrs. Gamp 1 



DICKENS'S CHRISTMAS CAROL, with the original coloured plates, a 

reprint of the original edition. Small 8vo, red cloth, giU edges, 5s. 

DASENT (DR. G. W.)— JEST AND EARNEST. A CoUection of 
BeviewB and Bssaya. 2 Vols., post 8vo, oloth, 21s. 

TALES FROM THE FJELD. A Second Series of Popular TjUcs, 

from the Norse of P. Ch. AsbtJ^nisen. Small 8vo, cloth, 10«. Qd. 

THE VIKINGS OF THE BALTIC : a Tale of the North in the 

Tenth Century. 3 vols, crown Svo. 

DE COIN (COLONEL ROBERT L.)— HISTORY AND CULTIVATION 

OF COTTON AND TOBACCO. Post Svo, cloth. 9s, 

DE GUfiRIN (MAURICE AND EUGENIE). A Monograph. By 
Habbxst Pasb, Author of " Essays in the Silver Age," Ac. Crown Svo, cloth, 6*. 

DE KONINCK (L. L.), and DIETZ (E.)- PRACTICAL MANUAL OP 
CHBMICAL ASSAYING, as appUed to the Manufocture of Iron from ita Ores, 
and to Caat Iron, Wrought Iron, and Steel, as found in Commerce. Edited, with 
Notes, by Bobibt Mallbt. Post Svo, cloth, Os. 



16 BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 

DAVIBSOX (ELLIS A.)— THE AMATEUR HOUSE CARPENTER : 

a Guide in BoildioR, lining, and Bepuiinff. ConUixiing :^Fall In«tmctionB for 
MakxDg Uaeftil and Ornamenlal Artiae»->Far Canstroetinir Yarioas Buildings in 
Wood, with DeacnptioDB of the Toola Bmployed— The If ethoda of LengtheniDK 
and Joining "naiber— The General PHndplea of Boilding in Bri^ and Stone— The 
Pmoceaaee of Staining, Fainting, Poliahing, and Yanushing Woodwork— Together 
with the ElementB of Architectural Drawing and Colooring. With nnmerous 
mnstzations. Drawn on Wood by the Anthor. Boyal 8yo, lOf . 6d. 

DENZIL PLACE : a Story in Verae. By VioLirr Fanb. Crown 8vo, 8s. 

DIXON (W. HEPWORTH)— THE HOLY LAND. Fourth Edition, 
With 2 Sted and li Wood Bn^vinga. Poat 8to, 10«. 6c(. 

DRAMATISTS OF THE PRESENT DAY. By Q. Beprmiedfrom the 
"AtheDaram." Poet 8to, doth, 4i. 

DRAYSON (LIEUT. -COL. A. W.>— THE CAUSE OF THE SUP- 
POSED PBOPKB MOTION OF THE FIXED STARS, with other geometzical 
problems in Astronomy hitherto nnaolved. Defaiy 8to, doth, lOi. 



THE CAUSE, DATE, AND DURATION OF THE LAST 

GLACIAL EPOCH OF GEOLOGY, with an Investigation of a new Movement of 
the Earth. Demy 8vo, doth, lOt. 

PRACTICAL MILITARY SURVEYING AND SKETCHING. 



IVnrth Edition. Poet 8vo, doth. 4c 6d. 

DYCFS SHAKESPEARE. —THE WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE. 

Edited by the Rsv. Ai.kxakdsb Dtcb. A new Edition of Dyoe's Shakespeare, 
being the Third, with Mr. Dyce's Final Corrections. The latest employment of 
Mr. Dyoe's Life was the present revision of his second Edition. 

**The best text of Shakespeare which has yet appeared. .... Mr. Pyoe's Edition 
is a great work, worthy of his reputation, and for the present it oontains the 
standard text."— TiiM$. 

To be completed in 9 vols. Demy 8vo, 8s. each. Yuls. 1 to 7 now ready. 

DYCE (WILLLAM), R.A DRAWINGBOOK OF THE GOVERN- 

MENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, OB ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OF ORNA- 
MENT. Fifty sdected Plates, folio, sewed, 6<. 

ELEMENTARY DRAWING-BOOK. Directions for Introducing the 
First Steps at Elementaiy Drawing in Schools and among Workmen. Small 4to, 
doth, 4f . 6tf. 

ELEMENTARY DRAWING COPY-BOOKS, for the Use of ChildfeD 
from four years old and upwards, in Schools and Families. Compiled by a Student 
certificated by the Science and Art Department as Ax Aax Txackbb. lluree Books 
in 4to, sewed :— 
Book 1. Lxmas, 1#. 

„ 2. GSOMXTBICAL UTD OUTAMXHTAL FOSICS AJTB OmnCB, It. 

„ 3. LsAvxs, Flowxks, Spsatb, Ac., 1<. 6(2. 
ELIOT (SIR JOHN) — A BIOGRAPHY BY JOHN FORSTER. 

With PortraiU. A JVew and cheaper Edition, 2 vols. Post 8to, cloth, 14f. 

ELLIOTS (ROBERT H.) EXPERIENCES OF A PLANNER IN THE 

JUNGLES OF MYSORE. TTUk JUuMrationM and a Map. 2 vols. Sro, doib. M«. 

CONCERNING JOHN'S INDIAN AFFAIRS. 8vo, doth, 9s. 

LWALD (ALEXANDER CHARLES, F.S.A.)-THE LIFE AND 

TIMES OF PRINCE CHABLES STUART, COUNT OF ALBANY, oommoalr 
called the Young Pretender. From the State Papers and Other Sooroes. Antbor 
of *' The Life and Times of Algernon Sydney," '* The Crown and Ita AJdrisen," 
Ac. 2 Vols, demy 8^o, 28s. 
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ELLIOT (FRANCES)— OLD COURT LIFE IN FRANCE. Third 
Edition, Demy 8to, cloth, 10«. 6d. 

THE DIARY OF AN IDLE WOMAN IN ITALY. Second 

Edition. Post 8vo, doth. Qs. 

PICTURES OF OLD ROME, New Edition. Poet 8vo, doth, 6». 



FINLAISON (ALEXANDER GLEN)— NEW GOVERNMENT SUC- 
C£SSION-DUTr TABLES. Third EdiUon. Post 8to. cloth, 6«. 

FLEMING (GEORGE), F.R.C.S.— ANIMAL PLAGUES; THEIR 
HISTORY, NATURE, AND PREVENTION. 8vo, cloth, 16«. 

HORSES AND HORSE-SHOEING ; their Origin, History, Uses 



and Abases. 210 Engravings. 8to, cloth, 12. U, 

— PRACTICAL HORSE-SHOEING. With 37 Hlustrations. Second 
Edition, enlarged, 8yo, sewed, 2«. 

— RABIES AND HYDROPHOBIA; THEIR HISTORY. 

NATURE, CAUSES, SY31PT0MS, AND PREVENTION. With 8 lUostrations. 
8yo, cloth, 15s, 



A MANUAL OF VETERINARY SANITARY SCIENCE AND 

POLICE. Anthor of *' Horse-shoes and Horse-shoeing." With 33 niostrations. 
2 vols, demy Svo, 36«. 

FORSTER (JOHN) — OLIVER GOLDSMITH: a Biography. With 
IllQStrations. 2 vols. Large cro^im 8vo, 21<. 

WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR : a Biography. 1775-1864. 

With Portraits and Vignettes. A nev and revised Edition, in 1 toI. demy 8vo, will 
be ready in November. 
This will be the first volwm <^f a new Edition cf Lander's Life, Works in 7 volt. 

SIR JOHN ELIOT : a Biography. With PortrcUU. New 

and cheaper Edition* 2 vols. Post 8vo, cloth, 14f. 

LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Vol. L, 1812-42. With 



Portraits and other Illastrations. Fifteenth Edition. Svo, cloth, I2s, 

Vol. IL, 1842-52. Svo, doth, 14*. 

V^oL IIL, 1852-70. 8vo, cloth, 16*. 



FORSYTH (CAPT.)-THE HIGHLANDS OF CENTRAL INDLA. 

Notes on their Forests and Wild Tribes, Natoral History and Sports. With Map 
and Coloured JUustrations, Second Editiotu 8vo, cloth, 18s, 

FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW.— First Series, May, 1865, to Dec. 1866. 6 

vols. Cloth, 13«. each. 

New Series, 1867 to 1872. In Half- 

yearly Volumes. Glcth, 1S«. each. 

From January, 1873, to June, 1875, in Half- 



yearly Vols. Cloth, 16f. each. 

FORTNUM (C. D. E.) DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF MAJOLICA, 
mSPANO-MOBESCO, PERSLAJ^, DAMASCUS, AND RHODIAN WARES, 
in the South Kensington Museum. Thick Svo, half morocco, iOs, 
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FRANCATELLI (C. E.) — ROYAL CONFECTIONER; Enelish and 
Foreign. A PracUcal TreatiBe. With Coloured Blostntiona. Srd E^UUoii. Post 
8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d, 

GALLENGA (A.)-THE PEARL OF THE ANTILLES. Post 8vo, 

oloth. 9«. 

GERI^IAN NATIONAL COOKERY FOR ENGLISH KITCHENS. 

With Practical Descriptions of the Art of Cookery as performed in Germany, in- 
cludisf^ small Pastiy and Confectionery, Prescoring, Pickling, and making of 
Vinegars, Liqueors, and Beverages, warm and cold, also the Ifivrafactare of the 
various German Sausages. Post 8vo, cloth, 7s. 

GILLMORE (PARKER )~PRAIRIE AND FOREST; a Description of 

the Game of North America, with personal adventures in thor pursuit. With 
numerous illustrations. 8vo, cloth, 12& 

GLEIG'S (LIEUT. COL. C. S. E.) THE OLD COLONEL AND THE 
OLD CORPS; with a View of MiUtaiy Estates. Second Edition. Post Bvo, 
cloth, 6s. 

GOULD (W. BARING.)— HOW TO SAVE FUEL. With IllusircUwns. 

Post 8vo, U. 

GREEKS 'AND ROMANS, THE LIFE OF THE. From the German 
of Ekrst GiTHL and W. Konxs. Translated by Da. Husjpfib. With 6A5 Woodcuts. 
Demy 6vo, cloih, 21s. 

HAKE (THOS. GORDON)- MADELINE, WITH OTHER POEMS 

AND PARABLES. Post 8vo, cloth, 7<. 6d. 

PARABLES ANT) TALES. With lUustrations by Abthub 

HuOHXs. Post 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

HALL (SIDNEY)— A TRAVELLINQ ATLAS OF THE ENGLISH 

COUNTIES. Fifty Maps, coloured. New edition, including the railways, cor> 
rected np to present date. Demy 8vo, in roan tadc, 10«. 6d. 

HARDING (J. D.)— SKETCHES AT HOME AND ABROAD. A 

Selection of Twenty-Four Drawings reproduced in Autotype. Royal 4to, cloth, 21. is, 

HARDY (CAPT. C.) -FOREST LIFE IN ACADIE ; and Sketches 
of Sport aud Natural History in the Lower Provinces of the Canadian Dominion. 
With Dlustrations. 8vo, cloth, \S$. 

HOLBEIN (HANS)— LIFE. By R. N. Wornum. With Portrait and 

Illustrations. Imp. 8vo, cloth, 31«. 6d. 

HULME (F. E.)— A Series of 60 Outline Examples of Free-hand Orna- 
ment. Royal 8vo, sewed, Bs. 

HUMPHRIS (H. D.)— PRINCIPLES OF PERSPECTIVE. Illustrated 

in a Series of Examples. Oblong folio, half bound, and Text 8vo, cloth, 21«. 

INDIA AND ITS NATIVE PRINCES : Travels in Central IndU and 
in the Presidencies of Bombay and Bengal. By Louis Roubsslst. Carefollr 
revised and edited by Lieut. -Colonel C. Buckli, and containing Sltf Illustrations 
and 6 Maps. Super royal 4to, cloth, £3 3s, 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL NATURAL ORDERS OF 

THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM, PREPARED FOR THE SCIENCE AND ART 
DEPARTMENT, SOUTH KENSINGTON. By Professor Ourss, .F.R.8., 4c. 
Oblong 8vo, with 100 Plates. Price, plain, lOs. ; coloured, 26j. 
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JAGOR (F.)— TRAVELS IN THE PHILIPPINES. With numerous 
IlltiBtraiionB and a Map. Demy 8vo. 16«. 

JOHNSON (DR. SAMUEL.) — LIFE AND CONITJRSATIONS. 
(foanded chiefly upon Boawell). By Alxxavdsb Hats, with a preface by G. H. 
lixwju. Post 8vo. 10<. ed. 

JOHNSTONE (CAPTAIN J. C.)-MAORU ; a Sketch of the Manner* 
and CoBloma of the Aboriginal Inhabitants of New Zealand. Crown 8vo« 7«. Qd, 

JUKES (J. BEETE)- LETTERS, AND EXTRACTS FROM HIS 
LETTERS AND OCCASIONAL WlUTINGS. Edited, with Memorial Notes, by 
his Sister. Portrait. Post 8vo, cloth, 12«. 

KEBBEL (T. E.)-THE AGRICULTURAL LABOURER, 'a Short 
Survey of his Position. Crown Svo, 6<. 

KELLER (FRANZ.)— THE AMAZON AND MADEIRA RIVERS. 

Sketches and Descriptions from the Note- book of an Explorer. With 69 Uliutrations 
on wood. Royal 4to. cloth, 21a. A New Edition, royal Svo, price 9«. 

KERAMIC GALLERY. Comprising upwards of 600 Illustrations of rare, 
carious, and choice examples of Pottery and Porcelain, from the Earliest Times to 
the Present, selected by the Author from the British Museum, the SouUi Kensinsr- 
ton Museum, the Geological Museum, and various Private Collections. With His- 
torical Notices and Descriptions. By William Chafisbs. Two handsome Yols. 
Royal Svo. Price 4t. 4«. 

KHIVA AND TURKESTAN. Translated from the Russian. By 
Captain Spaxdxvg. With Map, crown Svo, 9«. 

KISHOGE PAPERS, THE: Tales of Devilry and Drollery. By 
BouiLLOV Db Gascoit. Crown Svo, 5s. 

KONINCK (L. L. De), and DIETZ (E. )— PRACTICAL MANUAL OF 
CHEMICAL ASSAYING, as applied to the Manufacture of Iron from its Ores, 
and to Cast Iron, Wrought Iron, and Steel, as found in Commerce. Edited, with 
Notes, by RoBXBT Mallbt. Post Svo, cloth, 6f . 

LACORDAIRE (PJfRE)— JESUS CHRIST. Conferences delivered at 
Notre Dame in Paris. Translated, with the Author's pcrmiftsion, by a Tertiary of 
the same order. A new Edition. Third thousand. Crown Svo, cloth, 6«. 

2— (xOD. Conferences delivered at Notre Dame, in Paris. By the 

same Translator. A new Edition. Third thousand. Crown Svo, cloth, 6$, 

GOD AND MAN. A Third Volume by the same Translator. ' 



Crown Svo, cloU^ 6s, 

LACROIX (P.)— THE ARTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, AND AT THE 
PERIOD OP THE RENAISSANCE. With 19 Chromo-lithoffraphs and over 
400 Woodcuts. A new Edition, on large paper. Imperial Svo, half morocco, 31«. 6d. 

THE MANNERS, CUSTOMS, AND DRESS OF THE MIDDLE 

AGES. With 16 Chromo-lithographs and over 400 Wood Engravings. A New 
Edition, on large paper. Impenal Svo, half moroooo, 31«. Qd. 

THE MILITARY AND RELIGIOUS LIFE IN THE 

MIDDLE AGES, AITO OP THE PERIOD OP THE RENAISSANCE, with 
U Chromo-lithographs, and upwards of 400 Engravings on Wood. Impenal 
Svo, half morocco, 3ls. 6d. 

. THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, its Institutions, Customs 

and Costumes. France 1700—1789. Illustrated with 21 Chromo-Uthographa and 
351 Wood Engravings. On large paper. Imperial Svo, half morocco, £2 2«. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



LEVER'S (CHARLES) WORKS. 

THE ORIGINAL EDITION WITH THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
In 17 Vols, demy 8vo, cloth^ 6*. each. 



DAVENPORT DUNN. 
TOM BURKE OF OURS. 
HABRT LORREQUEB. 
JACK HINTON. 
ONE OF THEM. 
CHARLES O'MALLEY. 
THE O'DONOGHUE. 
BARRINGTON. 
1X)RD KILGOBBIN. 



DODD FAMILY ABROAD. 
KNIGHT OF GWYNNE. 
LUTTRBLL OF AREUN. 
BRAMLEIGHS ov BISHOP'S FOLLY 
THE DALTONS. 
MARTINS OF OROMABTIN. 
ROLAND OASHEL. 
CON CRBGAN. 



LEVER'S (CHARLES) WORKS.-CHEAP EDITION. 
Fancff boanUt 2i.ed.,or cloth, 8m. 6tZ. each. 



CHARLES O'MALLEY. 

TOM BURKE. 

THE KNIGHT OF GWYNNE. 

MARTINS OF OROMARTIN. 

THE DALTONS. 

ROLAND CASHEL. 

8IR JASPER CAREW. 



DAVENPORT DUNN. 

DODD FAMILY. 

MAURICE TIERNAY. (St. doCh.) 

SIR BROOKE FOSBBOOKE. 

BRAMLEIGHS ov BISHOP'S FOLLY. 

LORD KILGOBBIN. 



Fancy hoards, 2$., or elolh, B$. tach. 



THE O'DONOGHUE. 
FORTUNES OF GLENCORE. 
HARRY LORREQUEB. 
ONE OF THEM. 
A DAY'S BIDfi. 
JACK HINTON. 
BABBINGTON. 
TONY BUTLER. 



LUTTRELL OF ARRAN. 
BENT IN THE CLOUD and 

PATRICK'S EVE. 
CON CREGAN. 
ARTHUR O'LEARY. 
THAT BOY OF NOBOOTrS. 
COBNELIUS O'DOWD. 



ST. 



Or in sets of 27 Vols., cloth, for £i 7s. 6<f. 



LA^^)OR'S (WALTER SAVAGE) LIFE AND WORKS. With Por- 

traits and lUiutrationB. A New Edition, to be completed in 7 vols. Demj 8to. 
Vol. I.— The Life, by Johv FoasTXB, with Portrait and Illoatrations. Demy 8yo, 14«. 
Vol. II.— Dialogues of Greeks and Romans, and Examination of Shakespeare for 

Deer-stealing. Demy 8to. 14f . 
Vol. in.— Conversations of Sovereigns and Statesmen, and Five Dialogaaa of 

Boccaccio and Perarca. 

LAIRD (E. K.)-THE RAMBLES OF A GLOBE TROTTER in 

Australia, Japan, China, Java, India, and Cashmere. With Map and 40 Photo* 
graphs. 2 Vols., demy 8vo, S2i. 

LAYS OF MODERN OXFORD. By "Adox." lUuetrated by M. E. 
Edwards, F. Locxwood and the Authob. Fcp. 4to, cloth, 6«. 

LAWSON (CAPTAIN J. A.)— WANDERINGS IN THE INTERIOR 
OF NEW GUINEA. Crown 8vo, with Frontispiece and Map, 10». 6ii. 

LEE (HENRY, F.LS., F.G.S., F.Z.S., &c., NaturalUt of the Brighton 
Aqoarium)— AQUARIUM NOTES. THE OCTOPUS; or, the ** DevU-&h of 
Fiction and of Fact." With Dlostrations. Crown 8vo. 3i. 
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LEGGE (ALFRED OWEN)— PIUS IX. The Story of his Life to the 

Restoration in I860, with Glimpses of the National Movement in Italy. Author of 
** The Growth of the Temporal Power in Italy." In 2 vols, demy 8vo, 32«. 



LYTTON (HON. ROBT., LORD)—** OWEN MEREDITH."— "ORVAL ; 

or. The Fool of Time," and other ImitationB and Paraphrases. 12mo, cloth, 9$, 

CHRONICLES AND CHARACTERS. With Portrait 2 vols. 



Grown 8vo, cloth, 1(. 4i, 

POETICAL WORKS— COLLECTTED EDITION. 

Vol. I.— C uMMJ i JW T S A, and Poems Lyrical and Descriptiye. 12mo, cloth, 6«. 
„ n.— LvoiLB. 12mo, cloth, G«. 

SERBSKI PESME ; or, National Songs of Servia. Fcap. doth, 4b, 

MALLET (DR. J. W.)— COTTON: THE CHEMICAL, &c., CON- 
DITIONS OP ITS SUCCESSFUL CULTIVATION. PostSvo. cloth, 7«. 6d. 

MALLET (ROBERT)— GREAT NEAPOLITAN EARTHQUAKE OF 
1857. First Principles of Observational Seismology: as developed in the Report 
to the Royal Society of London, of the Expedition made into the Interior of the 
Kingdom of Naples, to investigate the Giroumstanoes of the great Earthqoake of 
December, 1857. Maps and nameroos Ulostrations. 2 vols. Royal 8vo, doth, 6S<. 

MARTINDALE (LT.-COL, C.B.)— RECOLLECTIONS OF CANADA. 

With numerous Illustrationa by Lieut. Caxliul Oblong 4to, cloth, 21«. 

MELVILLE (G. J. WHYTE-)— SISTER LOUISE ; or, The Story of a 
Woman's Repentance. With Blustrationa by Mxblim Kxkvb. Demy 8vo, ie«., 
uniform wiUx " Katerfelto." 

KATERFELTO : A Stx)ry of Exmoor. With 12 Illustrations by 



CoLoxBL H. Hops Ckmllocxx. Demy 8vo. Fourth Edition. 16«. 



WHYTE-MELVILLE'S W0RK8.-CHEAP EDITION. 
Crown BvOtfanet/ boards, 28, each, or 2$. 6d, in cloth. 
UNCLE JOHN. A Novel 
THE WHITE ROSE. 
CERISE. A Tale of the Last Century. 
BROOKES OF BRIDLEMERE. 
•* BONES AND I;" or, The Skeleton at Home. 
**M., OR N." Similia Similibus Curantur. 
CONTRABAND ; OR, A LOSING HAZARD. 
MARKET HARBOROUGH ; or. How Mr. Sawyer went to the Shires. 
SARCHEDON : A LEGEND OF THE GREAT QUEEN. 
SONGS AND VERSES. 

SATANELLA: A STORY OF PUNCHESTOWN. 
THE TRUE CROSS : A LEGEND OF THE CHURCH. 

MEREDITH (GEORGE) —SHAVING OF SHAGPAT. Ad Arabian 
Entertainment. Grown 8vo, fancy boards, i». 

MODERN LOVE, AND POEMS OF THE ENGLISH ROAD- 
SIDE, with Poems and Ballads. Fcap., cloth, 6«. 
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MILLER (JOAQUIN>— THE SHIP IN" THE DESERT. Author of 
** Songs of the Sierras," Ao, Fcap. 8to, 9§. 

MOLESWORTH (W. NASSAU)— HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM 
THE YSAB 1830 TO THE RESIGNATION OF THE GLADSTONE MINISTBT. 
A Cheap EdUion in S rots., crown 8to, carefollj rerieed, and canied npto Xardi, 
187A Price 6«.eM:h. 

A New librazy Edition, in 3 Vols., demj 8ro» 96t. 

MORLET (HENRY)— ENGLISH WRITERa To be completed in 3 
You. VoLL Parti. THE OEX/TS AND ANGLO-SAXONS. With an Intro- 
dQctorv Sket^ of the Four Periods of English Literatoie. Part IL FROM THE 
CONQUEST TO CHAUCER. (Kaking 2 toU.) Syo, doth, Ht. 

•«* Each Part is indexed separately. The Two Parts complete the aooonnt of 
English Literatore during the Period of the Fonnatlon of the Langnage^ or of Taa 
W^mas BBfoaa Cmaitcxb. 

VoL n. Part L FROM CHAUCER TO DUNBAR. 8vo, 



doth, 12r. 



TABLES OF ENGLISH LTTERATURK Containing 20 Charts. 

Second edition, with Index. Rc^al 4Co, doth, lit. 

In Three Parts. Farts I. and n., containing Three Charts, eadi 1«. 6A 

Part m., containing 14 Charts, 7«. Part HE. also kept in Sections, 1,S, and 6, l«.6tf. 
each; 3 and 4 together, St. *•* The CharU told $eparaUlp. 

MORLEY (JOHN)— ROUSSEAU. 2 vols. 8vo, doth, 26s. 

VOLTAIRE. Cheap Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

CRITICAL MISCELLANIES. 8vo, doth, 14#. 

STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL EDUCATION. Thiid Edition. 



8TO, doih, 3«. 

— ON COMPROMISE. Demy 8vo, doth, 7*. 6rf. 



MULLKR (WILLIAM J.), ARTIST— A MEMOIR OF THE LIFE OF. 
Bj N. Nan. SoLLT, Author of "Memoir of the Life of David Cox." Hlnstrated 
with namerons Photographs. Boyl 8vo. doth, Sfit. 

NAPIER (MAJ.GEN. W. C. R)- OUTPOST DUTY. By General 
Jasst. translated with TRfSATISES ON MILITARY RECONNAISSANCE AND 
ON ROAD-MAKING. Second Edition. Crown 8yo. fit. 

NEWTON R TULLEY, F.G.S. (Assistant Naturalist, H.M. Geological 

Snrvev>-THE TYPICAL PARTS IN THE SKELETONS OF A CAT, DUCK, 
AND CODFISH, being a Catalogne with Comparative Descriptions anaaged in a 
Tabular Form. Demy 8vo, doth, 3«. 

OEHLENSCHLAGER. — EARL HAKON THE MIGHTY. TranaUted 
from the Danish by Fhaxk C. Lascxllks. Poet 8vo, cloth, fit. 

OLIVER (PROFESSOR)— ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL 

NATURAL ORDERS OF THK VEGKTABLE KINGDOM. PREPARED FOR 
THE SCIENCE AND ART DEPARTMENT. SOUTH KENSINGTON. 1C9 
Plates. Oblong 8vo, doth, plain, ia». ; coloured, 2et. 

PAST DAYS IN INDIA : or, Sporting Reminisccnccfl of the Valley of 
the Soaoe and the Basin of Sinj^rowlee. By a late Ccstomi Omcaa, N. W. 
Provincos, India. Poet 8vo, 10«. di. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, THR By F. Jaoor. With numerona Illui- 
trations and a Map. Demy 8to, 16t. 
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Pm (B.) and SEEMANN (B.-)— DOTTINGS ON THE ROADSIDE 
IN PANAMA, NICARAGUA, AND MOSQUITO. With Plates and Maps. 8vo, 
cloth, 18<. 

POLLEN (J. H.)— ANCIENT AND MODERN FURNITURE AND 
WOODWORK IN THE SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. Royal 8to, half 
morocco, 21<. 

POLLOCK— THE LITTLE PEOPLE AND OTHER TALES. Bv Lady 
Pollock, W. K. CurvoBD, and Waltsb Hxaaxxs Pollock. Blastrated by Johv 
CoLLixR. Crown 8vo, cloth, 7$. 6d. 

PUCKETT, R. CAMPBELL (Head-Master of the Bath School of Art)— 
SCIOGRAPHY; or. Radial Projection of Shadows. New Edition. Crown Svo, 
cloth, 6», 

RAMBOSSON, J. (Laureate of the Institute of Frauce)— A POPULAR 
HISTORY OP ASTRONOMY. Translated by C. B. Pinmr. With ten Chromo- 
hthographs, three Celestial Charts, and 63 Woodcuts. Demy 8vo, 16«. 

RANKEN (W. H. L.)— the dominion op AUSTRALIA. An 

Account of its Foundations. Post 8to. cloth, 12«. 

REDGRAVE (RICHARD)— MANUAL AND CATECHISM ON 
COLOUR. 24mo, cloth, W. 

REYNOLDS (REV. R. VINCENT)— THE CHURCH AND THE 

PEOPLE ; or. The Adaptation of the Church's Machinery to the Exigencies of the 
Times. Post 8yo, Gt. 

RIDGE (DR. BENJAMIN)— OURSELVES, OUR FOOD, AND OUR 

PHYSIC. Twelfth Edition. Fcap 8vo, cloth. It. 6ci. 

ROBINSON (J. O— ITALIAN SCULPTURE OP THE MIDDLE 
AGES AND PERIOD OF THE REVIVAL OF ART. A DeecriptiTe Catalogue 
of that Section of the South Kensington Museum commlsing an Account of the 
Acquisitions fh>m the Gigli and Campana Collections. With Twenty Engravings. 
Royal 8yo, doth, 7f . 6d. s 

ROBSON (Rev. J. H., M.A., LL.M., late Foundation Scholar of Downing 
CoUege, Cambridge)— AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALGEBRA. Post 
8vo, 6i. 

ROBSON (GEORGE)— ELEMENTARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, 

iUustrated by a Design for an Entrance, Lodge, and Gktte. 16 Plates. Oblong 
folio; sewed, 8«. 

ROCK (DR.)— ON TEXTILE FABRICS. A Descriptive Catalogue of 
the Collection of Church Vestments, Dresbes, Silk Stuffs, Needlework aud Tapestries 
in the South Kensington Museum. By the Veiy Rev. Canon Rock, D.D. Royal 
8vo, half morocco, 31«. 6d. 

ROME. By Francis Wey. With an Introduction by W. W. Stort. 
Contaioing 345 beautifhl Illustrations. New Edition revised and abridged. 
Forming a magnifloent Tolume in super-royal 4to, 42«. 

SHAFTESBURY (EARL OF) — SPEECHES UPON SUBJECTS 

HAVING RELATION CHIEFLY TO THE CLAIMS AND INTERESTS OF 
THE LABOURING CLASS. With a Prefiftce. Crown 8vo,8«. 

SHAKESPEARE— THE WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE. By the Rev. 

ALiXAiTDXB Dtcb. This edition is not a mere reprint of that which appeared in 
1357, but presents a text very materially altered and amended from beginning to 
end, with a large bodv of critical Notes almost entirely new, and a Glossary, in 
which the language ox the poet, his allusions to customs, Ac, are fhlly explained. 

^Reprinting. 

" The best text of Shakespeare which has yet appeared Mr. Dyoe's 

Edition is a great work, worthy of his reputation, aud for the present it contains 
he standard text." — Time$. 

In 9 vols. Demy 8vo, 6t, each. Yd. 6 now ready. 
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SHUTE (ANNA CLARA) — POSTHUMOUS POEMS. Crown 8vo, 

doth. 8s, 

SKERTCHLY (J. A.)— DAHOMEY AS IT IS : being a Narrative 
of Eifi:ht Months' Residence in that Coontrr, with a Full Account of the 
Notorioos Annual Castoms, and the Social and Beliiooiu Institotiona of Ffboa. 
With IUuitrati4mi. 8vo, cloth, 2U. 

MELINDA. THE CABOCEER; OR, SPORT IN ASHANTL 



A Tale of the Gold Coast. With Illaatrationi. 1 yol. post 8to. 8$. 

SPALDING (CAPTAIN)— KHIVA AND TURKESTAN, tranaUied 

from the Bassian, with Map. Large crown 8to, 9«. 

SPICER (HENRY)— ACTED DRAMAS. Crown 8vo, 8*. 

STORY (W. W.)— ROBA DI ROMA. Seventh Edition, with Additiona 
and Portrait. Post 8vo. cloth, I0«. 6d. 

THE PROPORTIONS OF THE HUMAN FRAME, ACCORD- 



ING TO A NEW CANON. With Plates. Royal 8vo, cloth, lOt. 

SWAN (N. WALTER)— TALES OF AUSTRALIAN LIFE. Crown 
8yo,9«. 

TAINSH (E. C.) — A STUDY OF THE WORKS OF ALFRED 

TENNYSON, D.C.L., POET LAUREATE. New edition, with Sap p lem e p t a r y 
Chapter on the " Holt GaAix^" Crown 8vo, cloth, 6«. 

TRINAL— MEMORIALS OF THEOPHILUS STUDENT. By the Rev. 
T. T. Ltvch. New Edition, enlarfced. Crown Syo, cloth extra. 6f. 

TROLLOPE (ANTHONY)-THE PRIME MINISTER. To be completed 

in eight monthly divisions, 5s. each. Part III. now ready. Fourth in February . 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. A CTuap Editi<m in 

Four Parts, with the Maps, Small 8vo, cloth, 3«. each. 

NEW ZEALAND. I NEW SOUTH WALES AND QUEENSLAND. 

VICTORIA AND TASMANIA. | SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND WESIEEIN AUSTRALIA. 



HUNTING SKETCHES, aoth. 3j. 6d. 
TRAVELLING SKETCHES. Cloth, 
Zs.M. 



CLERGYMEN OF THE CHURCH OF 

ENGLAND. Zs.M. 
THE BELTON ESTATE. 6*. 



THE WAY WE LIVE NOW. With 40 lUuBtrationg. 2 vola. 

demy 8v(^ 2\s. 

TROLLOPE'S (ANTHONY) NOVELS.-CHEAP EDITIONS- 

Boards, 2s, W., cloth, Zs. M. 



PHINEAS FINN, 

ORLKY FARM. 

DOCTOR THORNE. 

CAN YOU FORGIVE HER? 

PHINEAS REDOX. 

Boards, 2«., cloth, Zs. 
KELLYS AND O'KELLYS. 
McDERMOT of BALLYCLORAN, 
CASTLE RICHMOND. 
BELTON ESTATE. 
MISS MACKENSIE. 
LADY ANNA. 



HE KNEW HE WAS RIGHT. 
RALPH THE HEIR. 
THE BERTRAMS. 
EUSTACE DIAMONDS. 



RACHEL RAY. 

TALES OF ALL COUNTRIES. 

MARY GRESLKY. 

LOTTA SCHMIDT. 

LA VENDUE. 



TURNOR (HATTON)— ASTRA CASTA. Experiments and Adventurea 

in the Atmosphere. With upwards of 100 Enf^javinga and Photounco-tnuphic 
Plates prodaced under the su|)erintendence of Colonel Sir Hasar jAxaa, R.K. 
Beoond Edition. Rojal 4to, cloth, 42«. 
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UXrV'ERSAL CATALOGUE OF BOOKS ON ART. CompUed for the 
use of the National Art Library, and the Schools of Art in the United KiDg:doin. 
In 2 vols., crown 4to, half morocco, 2l«. each. 

VESINIER, P. (Ex-Member and Secretary of the Commune, anil 
Rddactenr en chef du Jonmal Offldel)— HISTORY OF THB CX>MMimB OF 
PARIS. Post 8vd, cloth, 7m. Bd, AUo im French. Same priee. 

VON GUNTHER (LA COMTESSE.)— TALES AND LEGENDS OF 
THB TYROL. Collected and Arranged. Orown 8to, cloth, 6a. 

VON PLENER (ERNST)— THE ENGLISH FACTORY LEGISLA- 
TION. Translated by F. L. WxnriiAKK. With Introduction by A. J. MunnsLia, 
M . P. Post 870, cloth , 3«. 

WAHL (0. H.)-THE LAND OF THE CZAR. Demy 8vo, IGs, 

WEY (FRANCIS)— ROME. With an Introduction by W. W. Story, 
Author of *' Roba di Roma." Containing 346 beantiftil HlostrationB. Forming n 
magnificent volume in super-royal 4to, cloth gilt, 42«. 

WHLSTPLAYER (THE). By Colonel Blyth. With Coloured Plates of 
" Hands." Third Edition. Imperial 16mo, cloth, 6«. 

WHITE (WALTER)— EASTERN ENGLAND. From the Thames to- 
theHumber. 2 vols. Post 8to, cloth, 18«. 

MONTH IN YORKSHIRE. Fourth Edition. With a Map. 

Post 8vo, cloth, 4«. 

LONDONER'S WALK TO THE LAND'S END, AND A 

TRIP TO THE SGILLY ISLES. With Four Maps. Second Edition. Post 

8tO, -it. 

WOLF HUNTING AND WILD SPORT IN BRITTANY. By the 

Author of " Dartmoor Days," Ac. With Illustrations by CoLomiL Cbxalocks, C.K. 
Large crown Bvo. 12«. 

WORNUM (R. N.)— THE EPOCHS OF PAINTING. A Biographical 
and Critical Essay on Painting and Painters of all Times and many Places. With 
numerous Blustrationa. Demy 8vo, cloth, 20i.| 

ANALYSIS OF ORNAMENT— THE CHARACTERISTICS OF 

STYLES. An Introduction to the Study of the History of Ornamental Art. With 
viany lUwtratUm*. Fourth Edition. B^oyal 8to, cloth, 9$» 

THE LIFE OF HOLBEIN, PAINTER OF AUGSBURG. 

With Portrait and 34 Illustrations. Imperial Sto, cloth, S1<. fri. 

\N^'NTER (DR.)— FRUIT BETWEEN THE LEAVES. Author of 
** Curiosities of Civilisation," ** Our Social Bees," " Peepe into the Human Hive," 
etc. etc. 2 vols., crown 8vo, ]8«. 

WVON'S (F. W.) HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN DURING THE 

REIGN OF QUEEN ANNE. 2 Vols., demy 8vo, 32«. 

YONGE (C. D.)— PARALLEL LIVES OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 

HEROES. New Edition. 12mo, cloth, 4*. M. 
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CHAPMAN & HALL'S LIST OF BOOKS, 

DBAWma EXAMPLES, DIAGBAMS, MODELS, 
mSTBUMENTS, ETC. 

IXCLUDINO 

THOSE ISSUED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCIENCE AND ART 
DEPARTMENT, SOUTH KENSINGTON, FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS 
AND ART AND SCIENCE CLASSES. 



AN ALPHABET OF COLOUR. Redaced from the works of Fuxd, 
Hat, Chbtrxuil. 4U>, sewed, S«. 

ART DIRECTORY. 12mo, sewed, 6d. (Postage, Zd.) 

BARTLEY^S (G. C. T.) CATALOGUE OF MODERN WORKS ON 
8CI£N0B AND TECHNOLOGY. Poet 870, sewed, 1«. 

BENSON'S (W.) PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUIL 

8mall 4to, cloth, I6t. 

(W.) MANUAL OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. Cohurcd 



Frontitpiece and lUtutrationt, 12mo, cloth, U. fkL 

BRADLEY (THOMAS), of the Royal MiUtaiy Academy, Woolwich— 
ELEMENTS OP GEOMETRICAL DRAWING. In Two Parts, with Sixty Plate*, 
oblong folio, half-bound, each part, I6t, 

Selection (from the above) of Twenty Plates, for the use of the 



Royal Military Academy, Woolwich. Oblong folio, half-boond. Ifit. 

BURCHETT'S LINEAR PERSPECTIVE. With Illustrations. Poet 
8vo, cloth, 7«. 

PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. Post 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

DEFINITIONS OF GEOMETRY. Third Edition, 24mo,swd.,5c(. 

J)AVIDSON (ELLIS A)— DRAWING FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 

Post 8vo, cloth, S<. 

MODEL DRAWING. 12mo, cloth, 3*. 

THE AMATEUR HOUSE CARPENTER: A Guide in Building, 

Making, and Repairing. With numerous Illustrations, drawn on wood by the 
Author. Demy 870. 

DELAMOTTE (P. H. )— PROGRESSIVE DRAWING- BOOK FOR 

BEGINNERS. 12mo, 2«. 6<2. 
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DICKSEE (J. R.)— SCHOOL PEBSPECTIVE. 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

DIRECTIONS FOR INTRODUCING ELEMENTARY DRAWING IN 
SCHOOLS AND AMONG WORKMEN. PubliBhed at the Request of the SooiMy 
ofArta. SmaU 4to, cloth. 4«. 6<£. 

DRAWING FOR YOUNG CHILDREN, oontaioing 150 Copies. ICmo, 
cloth, 3». 6rf. 

DYCE'S DRAWING-BOOK OF THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OP 
DESIGN. ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OF ORNAMENT. 60 Plates, small 
folio, sewed, 5t. 

Introduction to ditto. Foolscap 8vo, 6cZ. 

EDUCATIONAL DIVISION OF SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. 

Classified Catalogue of. 8vo. iRtpri}UiHg, 

ELEMENTARY DRAWING COPY-BOOKS, for the use of Children 
from four years old and upveards. in Schools and Families. Compiled by a Student 
certificated by the Science and Art Department as an Aas Tmxcrkm. Seven Books 
in 4to, sewed :— • 

Book 1. Letters. Sd. 
n. Ditto. M. 

III. Geometrical and Ornamental Forms, 8cl. 

IV. 01:Qects,8<2. 
V. Leaves, 8ci. 

VI. Birds, Animals, Ac, Bd. 
VII. Leaves, Flowers, and Sprays. 8d. 

*«* Or in Sets of Seven Books, is. (kl. 

ENGINEER AND MACHINIST DRAWING -BOOK, IC parts, 71 pUtes. 
Folio, 32«. 

Ditto, ditto, 15 by 12 in., mounted, 64^. 

EXAMINATION PAPERS FOR SCIENCE SCHOOLS AND CLASSES. 
Published Annually. {Pottagt, 2d.) 

FOSTER (VERE)~DRAWING-BOOKS : 

(a) Forty nimiberB, at Id. each. 

(6/ Fifty-two numbers, at 3d. each. The set b includes Uie subjects in a, and is on 
mie paper, with additions. 

HENSLOW (PROF.)— ILLUSTRATIONS TO BE EMPLOYED IN 

THE PRACTICAL LESSONS ON BOTANY. Prepared for South Kensington 
Museum. Post 8vo, sewed, dd. 

HULME (P. R)-SIXTY OUTLINE EXAMPLES OF FREEHAND 
ORNAMENT. Royal 8vo, sewed, 6«. ; mounted, 10<. 6<;. 

JEWITT'S HANDBOOK OF PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVE. 18mo, 
cloth, li. Qd. 

KENNEDY (JOHN)— FIRST GRADE PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. 

. 12mo, 6d. 



FREEHAND DRAWING-BOOK. 16mo, cloth, 1*. 6d 



LINDLEY (JOHN)— SYMMETRY OF VEGETATION: Principles to 
be observed in the delineation of Plants. 12mo, sewed, U. Beduced (W>m the large 
Diagrams. 
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MAJRSHALL'S HUMAN BODY. Text and Plates reduced from tlio 
large Diagrams. 2 vols. Cloth, 2U, 

NEWTON E. TULLEY, F.G.S. (Assiatant Naturalist, H.M. Geological 
Survey)— THE TYPICAL PARTS IN THR SKELETONS OF A CAT. DUCK, 
AND OODFISH, being a Catalogae with Comparative Deacriptiona arranged in a 
Tabular Form. Demy 8vo. 3«. 

OLIVER'S (PROFESSOR) ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE VEGETABLE 
KINGDOM, loe Plates. Oblong 8vo, cloUi» plain, 16«., coloured, 26«. 

PRINCIPLES OF DECORATIVE ART. FoUo, sewed, Is. 
PUOKETT, R. CAMPBELL (Head-Master of the Bath School of Art)— 

SCIOGRAPHY, OK RADIAL PROJECTION OF SHADOWS. Crown 8vo, 
oloth, (te. 

REDGRAVE'S MANUAL AND CATECHISM ON COLOUR. Fifth 
Edition. 24mo, sewed, 9ti. 

ROBINSON'S (J. C.) LECTURE ON THE MUSEUM OF ORNA- 
MENTAL ART. Fcap. 8vo, sewed, (M. 

ROBSON'S (GEORGE) ELEMENTARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. 

Oblong folio, sewed, 8j. 

SCIENCE DIRECTORY. 12mo, Rowod, 6</. {Postnffe, 3d.) 
WALLIS (GEORGE)— DRAWING-BOOK. Oblong, sewed, 3s, 6</. 
Ditto, ditto. Mounted, 8tf. 

WORNUM (R. N.)-THE CHARACTERISTICS OF STYLES; An 

Introduction to the Study of the History of Ornamental Art. Royal 8vo, cloUi, H*. 

COPIES FOR OUTLINE DRAWING : 

LETTERS A. O. 8., 3 sheets, mounted. 3*. 

DE LA RUE'S 0UTLINK8 OP ANIMALS. 1*. 

DYCE'S ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OP ORNAMENT, 60 selected plates, ODe 

set, mounted back and fh>nt. 18«. 

„ unmounted, sewed. 6#. 

WEITBRICHT'S OUTLINES OP ORNAMENT, reproduced by Herman, one set, 

12 plates, mounted back and front, 8*. (kl, 

„ unmounted, 2«. 

MORGHEN'S OUTLINES OP THE HUMAN FTHURE, reproduced by Hermar, 

one set, SO plates, mounted back and ftont, lfi>. 

,, unmounted, 3«. id. 

ONE SET OP 4 PLATES, Outlines of Tarsia, from Gnmer, mounted, 3/r. W, 

„ unmounted, 7d. 
ALBERTOLLI'S FOLIAGE, one set of 4 plates, moimtc<l. Si. AJ. 

„ unmounted, M. 
OUTLINE OP TRAJAN FRIEZE, mounteil. 1^. 
WALUS* DRAWING BOOK, mounted, Ss, 

,. unmounte<l, 3«. Bit. 
OUTLINE DRAWINGS OP FLOWERS, 9 sheeU, monnted, 3^. 6J 

,, unmounted, Sd, 
HUL&OE, F. E., Sixty examples of Freehand Ornament, f <. 

„ mounted, 10». (kl. 
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COPIES POR SHADED DRAWING:— 

COURSE OF DESIGN. By Ck. Bahoux (French), 20 seleoted sheets, 11 at U, 

and 9 at 3«. each. 22. 9«. 
RENAISSANCE ROSETTE, unmoanted, 3(2. 

„ mounted, 9\L 
SHADED ORNAMENT, unmoanted, id. 

„ mounted, U. 2d. 
ORNAMENT FROM A GREEK FRIEZE, moonted, 9d. 

,, onmoonted, 3d. 
PART OF A PILASTER FROM THE ALTAR OF ST. BIAGIO AT PISA, 

mounted, U. 
Ditto ditto, unmounted, 1«. 

EARLY ENGLISH CAPITAL, mounted, 1*. 

Ditto, immounted, id. 
GOTHIC PATERA, unmounted, -k/. 

Ditto, mounted. Is. 
RENAISSANCE SCROLL, Tomb in S. M. Dei Frari, Venice, unmounted, iUU 

Ditto ditto, mounted, 1». 4ii. 

MOULDING OF SCULPTURED FOLIAGE, decorated, unmounted, 6d, 

Ditto, mounted. It. id. 
ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES. By J. B. Tbipoit, SO plates, 2«. U, 
FOLIATED SCROLL FROM THE VATICAN, unmounted, M. 

Ditto, mnuntod. 1«. Set. 
RIVERDIN'S STUDIES OF HEADS IdhcetsX 10*. 

Ditto ditto THE HUMAN FIGURE (10 sheeto), \U. 

COLOURED EXAMPLES :— 

A SMALL DIAGRAM OF COLOUR, mounted, \8. M, 

„ unmounted, M. 
TWO PLATES OF ELEMENTARY DESIGN, unmounted, 1#. 

„ mounted, 3<. M. 
PETUNIA, mounted, 3*. M. 

„ unmounted, is. 9d. 
PELARGONIUM, mounted, S<. Ot(. 

unmotmted, 2*. 9d. 
GROUP OP CAMELLIAS, \U. 
NASTURTIUM, mounted, 3«. M. 

„ unmounted, 1». 9c(. 
OLEANDER, mounted, Zm. 9d, 

„ unmounted, U. 9d. 
TORRENIA ASIATICA. By V. Bsooxs. Mounted, Zs. 9d. 

unmounted, 2$. 9d. 
PYNE'S LANDSCAPES IN CHROMO-LITHOGRAPHY (six), each, mounted, 

7t.ed. 
COTMAN'S PENCIL LANDSCAPES (set of nine), mounted, 15i. 

Ditto SEPI A DRAWINGS (set of 6). mounted, 11. 
ALLONGE'S LANDSCAPES IN CHARCOAL (six), at ii, each, or the set, li. 4f. 
i012. BUNCH OF FRUIT, PEARS, Ac.. i». 6d. 
1013. „ „ APPLES, 4».W. 

40U. „ „ WHITE GRAPES AND PLUMS, ia. M, 

4015. „ „ BLACK GRAPES AND PEACHES, it, M. 

4016. ,. .. PLUMS, MULBERRIES, ^., 4«. 6<l. 
1017. BOUQLTET OF FLOWERS, LARGE ROSES, 4a, it. 6d. 

4018. „ ,, ROSES AND HEARTSEASE, 8f. (U: 

4019. „ „ 8.V(ALL CAMELLIAS, 3f. ed. 

4020. „ „ POPPIES, Ac, 3«. 6<i. 

4039. „ ., CHRYSANTHEMUMS, 4«. 6d. 

4010. ,. „ LARGE CAM SLLLAS,4«.6d. 

4077. „ ., LILAC AND GERANIUM, 9t. 6d. 

4080. „ ,. CAMELLIA AND ROSE, 3t. 6d. 

4061. „ „ SMALL CAMELLIAS AND BLUB BELLS. 

St. 9d. 

4082. „ ., LARGE DAHLIAS, it. M. 

4063. „ „ ROSES AND LILIES, it. M. 

4090. „ ROSES AND SWEET PEAS, 3*. «dL 

4094. „ LARGE ROSES AND HEARTSEASE, 4«. 6d. 

4151. „ TEA ROSE AND WALL ROSE, S«. M. 

41811. .. .. LARGE BOUQUET OF LILAC. Qt. (kl. 

4190. .. .. DAHLIAS AND FUCHSIAS, 64. 6d. 
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SOLID MODELS, &c.:— 

Box of Models, IZ. if. 

A Stand with a uniyersal jomi, to show the solid modeU, ftc, II. IBt. 

*One wire qnadrauffle, with a circle and croea within it, and one ttraij^fat wire. 

One solid cube. One skeleton wire cube. One sphere. One oone. One 

cylinder. One hexaf^nal prism. tL U. 
Skeleton cube in wood, 3s. 9d. 
18-inch Skeleton cube in wood, lit, 
*Three objects of form, in Pottay-* 

Indian Jar, ) 

Celadon Jsr. }l8s.9d, 

BotUe. ) 

^Ftre selected Vases in Majolica Ware, SZ. lit. 
*Three selected Vases in Earthenware, 18«. 
Imperial Deal Frames, fflazed, without sunk rings, 10#. 
*Davidaon*s Smaller Solid Models, in Box, 21. 
'Dayidson's Advanced Drawing Models (10 models), M. 
^DsTidaon's Apparatus for Teaching Praotioal Geometry (tt modelsX St, 
Binn's Models Tor illustrating the elementarr principles of orthognphSc projection 

as applied to mechaniosl drawing, in box, IL lOt. 
Large compasses with chalk-holder, 6$» 
sup, two set sqnar^ and T square, 5t, 
Farkes* case of instruments, containing 6-inch compasses with pen and pencfl leg, 

fit. 
Prise instrument case, with 6-inch compasses, pen and pencil leg, t amall compasses 

pen and scale, 18<. 
6-indi compasses with shifting pen and point, 4i. 9d, 

* Models, tc, entered as seta, cannot be supplied singly. 



LARGE DIAGRAMS. 

ASTRONOMICAL- 
TWELVE SHEETS. Pre{»ared for the Committee of Council of E«1ncation liy 

JoHic Dtaw, Ph. Dr.. F.B.8.A. «««. 
On rollers snd varnished. 8U. 



BOTANICAL- 
NINE SHEETS. Hlnrtratini? a Practical Method of Teaching Botany. By 
* Profe»»or Hshblow. F. L.8. 40». 
. — On canvas and rollers and ▼amished, £3 3*. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL NATURAL ORDERS OP THE 
VEGETABLE KIN'^DOM. By Professor Ourim, F.R.S.. F.L.S. Sevrotv 
Imperisl wheeti*. containing examples of dried Planto, representing the difllnvtit 
Onlers. Five Guineas the set. 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION- 
TEN SHEETS. liy William J. GLamrr, Professor of Drawinjr, King's College. 

LAXTOJTs'eXAMPLES OP BUILDING CONSTRUCTION IN DIVISIONS. 

First Divinion ct^ntaining 1« Imp.-plates. HV. 
Second Division containing 16 Imp.-plates. lOt . 
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GEOLOGICAL- 
DIAGRAM OP BRITISH STRATA. Bv H. W. Beistow, F.R.S., PXJ.8. A 
sheet, 4t. ; moanted on roller and Tanushedt 7«. 6f2. 

MECHANICAT^ 

SIX SHEETS. Pump, Hjdranlio Press, Water Wheel, Turbine, Locomotive 

Engine, Stationary Engine, 62^in. by 47-in., en canvas and roller, each 

lHa. eil. 

EXAMPLES OF MACHINE DETAILS. A Series of Sixteen Coloored Diagrams. 

By Professor Uinnir. 42*. 
SELECTED EXAMPLES OF MACHINES. OF IRON AND WOOD (French). 

By Stanislas Pbtzt. 60 sheets. £3 5«. ; ISs. per doz. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL- 
HUMAN BODY. LIFE SIZE (for School of Arts, &o. . By Johw Mamhall, 
P.R.S., P.R.C.S. 

1. Tn SxKLETON. Front Tlew. I 5. Ths Skklvton, Side View. 

S. Tva MuscLBs, Front View. I 6. Thi Musclis. Side View. 

3. Thi Skblxton, Back View. 7. Ths Fxmali Skslxtok, Front View. 

4. Thb MincLBS, Back View. | 

Each sheet, lis. &(., oolonred ; or £1 !«., on canvas and rollers, vamiahed. Explann- 
tniy Key, 1*. 

ELEVEN SHEETS (for Science Classes. Ac). Illnstrating Homan Physiology, 
Life size and Coloured fW>m Nature. Prepared under the direction of JoHir 
Mabshall, F.R.S., F.R.C.S., Ac. Each sheet, lit. 6d. On canvas and rollers, 
varnished, 2U. 



1. Thb Skblbtoit Aim Lxgavbitts. 
S. Thb Musclbs, Joims, Aim Ahixal 
Mbcvakics. 

3. Thb Vxscbba nr Posmoir. — Thi 

Stbvctctbb ov thb Luvob. 

4. Thb Obgahs ov Cibculatioh. 

ft. Thb Ltmthatxcs ob Absobbbxts. 
8. Thb Obgahs ov Digbsttoh. 



7. Thb Bbaih ahd Nbbvbs. — Twr 

Oboahs ov thb Voxcb. 

8. Thb Oboahs ov thb Sbhsbs, Plate 1. 

9. Thb Okgahs ov thb Sbhsbb. Plate 2. 

10. Thb Mioboscopxo Stbuctvbb ov thb 

Tbxtvbbs ahd OaoAirs, Plate 1. 

11. Thb Micboscopio Stbuctubb or tri 

Tbztvbbs ahi> Obgahs, Plate 2. 



Explanatoiy Key, It. 

;500L0GICAL— 

Ten Sheets. Illustrating the Classification of Animals. By Robbbt Pattbbsoit. 
40s. 

on canvas and rollers, varnished. 70s, 

The same, reduced in size, on Boyal paper, in nine sheets, nncolonred, I2s. 
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THE FOETNIGHTLY REVIEW. 

Edited by JOHN MOBLEY. 

fTlHE FouTNiGHTLY Eeview is published on the Ist of every 
-^ month (the issue on the 15th being suspended), and a Volume 
id completed every Six Months. 

The followitig are among the CotUribuUfrs : — 



Sir Rutuxrford Alcock. 
Waltbr Baobhot. 
Frofkssor Bain. 

rROFBSSOR BeISLT. 

1>R. Briimbs. 

Hon. Qxorob C. Brodrick. 
Sir Gkorqx Campbell, M.P. 
J. Chambbrlaiit. 
Profbssor Clifford, 
moktaqub cooksov, q.c. 
O. U. Daewih. 
V. W. Farrar. 

rEOFBitSOR FaWCXTT, M.F. 

Kdward a. Freeman. 
Mrs. Garrett-Axdebsox. 
M. E, Grant-Duff, M.l*. 
TuuMA:> Hake. 

U)Kb HuDUUTON. 
rHOKlWSOB HuXLKt. 

Pkofessor Jxvons. 
Emile db Lavelxtb. 
T. E. Cliffs Leslie. 
(i KM RGB Henry Lewes. 
Ljiib Lytton. 



Sir H. S. Mains. 

Dr. Maudslbt. 

Professor Max Muller. 

Profbssor Henrt Morley. 

William Morris. 

F. W. Newman. 

W. G. Palqravb. 

Waltbr H. Pater. 

Dants Gabrixl Eosbetti. 

Herbert Spencer. 

Hon. E. h, Stanlet. 

J. PiTEJAMEs Stephen, <^.C. 

Leslie Stephen. 

J. Hutchison Stirli.xu. 

A. C. Swinburne. 

Dr. von Sybel. 

.T. A. Stmonm. 

W. T. Thornton. 

Hon. Lionel A. Tollema lii:. 

Anthony Trollope. 

Professor Tyndall. 

The Editor. 

&o., &c., &C. 



Tjie FouTXiGiiTLY Kevilw is pulUisJud at 2s. 6d. 
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